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The author was born July 7, 1969 in Washington, D.C.  He grew up in McLean, Virginia and

graduated from McLean High School in June of 1987.  After working for a year with a carpentry

crew, the author resumed his studies at Northern Virginia Community College in September of

1988.  He graduated in May of 1991 with Associate of Science degrees in Engineering,

Mathematics, and Computer Sciences.  Then, the author matriculated to Virginia Polytechnic

Institute and State University, where he earned Bachelor of Science degrees in Aerospace

Engineering and Physics with a minor in Mathematics in May of 1994.
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