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COUNTY ORGANIZATION

There is no active County Board of Agriculture in the
county. Several years ago such an organisation was established.
Since that time, this organisation has ceased to exist, The
Agent is using the key people is » compund ty to help him in
the Extension Program but they are not considered msmbers of t
County Board of Agriculture and no meetings of the whole growp
have bee: held during the year. The main organisations in the
county as far as the farmers are concermed are the Farm Purea
and the county organization of Virginia Peamut and Hog Crowers
Assocliation of Virginia. The Agent has worked with these two
roupe and with key individuals in the commmnities on various
ixtension programs.

TYPE OF AGRICULTURE

Sussex County is located in the tidewater section of
Virginia and is an agricultural county. There are 515 square
xiles in the county. There are 1166 farms and 555265 acres of
cropland, The Jor crops planted in Sussex County are peanuts,
22,903 acresj co 15,000 acres; soybeans, 2,000 acresj cotton,
2,500 acres; U 2y 490 acres.

iogs are grown commercially on a majority of the farme
in the county and are the leading type of livestock in the county.
eef cattle are nd on many farms in the county but in much
smaller nusbers “Lan re interest is belng shown in beef
cattle productio ) and poultry are found on a majority
of the farms in the county in nusbers to meet the needs of the farm.

Sussex County has a total population of 12,485 (1940 cen-
sus) of which 9,261 are listed as rural famm population. Of the
9,261 rural farm population,sthere are 2,577 white and 6,684 colored.
M the 1166 farws in the county, LG9 are operated by white persons
and 697 by colored. o
PROJECT ACTIVITIES -

w

(A)" Crops

The ylelds ofVall gprincipal crops grown in Sussex County
were slightly under the average yield for the county this year.
Sxceptionally heavy rains which fell throughout the Summer had much
to do with the decrease in yields of all major crops. BExceptionally
dgh ylelds of corn were noticeably sbsent but as a whole, the corn
yield for the county probably increased slightly. This was due to
wre people usin Liser and planting a largsr mumber of
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yield and quality were below previous years.
n & majoriyy the cotton farms, the yleld of cotion was down
from last year due to wet weather and insect injury.

(1) Carn

The over all objectives as shown in the 1949 Plan of Work
wore to increase the rield sorn in the county. The methods out-
lined for doin; thdis were four pro don demonstrations, two 100
Bushel Corn Clubs; alsoj'news icles stressing timely corn pro-
duetion information and work » 1 the local seed dealers.

larly in Januvary, the Sussex County farmers were challenged
to & 100 Bushel rn Orowing Contest Ly the facmers of Surry
(Surry being an adjo sounty.) The challenge was
the Surry Co : irea ssex County Fa
Sussex County ¥ 2 p o » committee was appointed
to meet with urry Fare and werk out details for
such a contest t lecided that four county prises would be
iven in each county, the first prise being $100; second prise, §75;
third prise, 0 nd the fourth prise, $25. In ition to the
county prises, B © itieas of the Fa Duresus decided to present
a silver cup to the farmer obtaining the highest yield of corn in
the two countlies. is challenge and acceptance, along with the
corn contest betwee rth Carolina and Vipgl gave the [armers
added incentive o ydiuce more oorr It al a topic of much
onversation ¥ rure mters s
etc,

Menty-eight farner t 100 Pushel
ontest. The avera ield { . Jeo5 bushels per
acre with ve farmers sakin 0 bu ] ESTS The highest yield
was 1L ishels per acre.

There were tries Ir Il districts in the county and
from most of the ognised cormmunities. he 100 Pustel Corn Club
iid much ilm t it t w production of larger comm
yields in

The fo - wetion desonstrations mentioned above were
not carried ou suc 1t were incorporated in the 100 Bushel
Club Contest. yther mathod used in increasing yields of
the county was Lhe contacts Uiat the Agent made with seed and
liser dealers in the county. The seed dealers obtained recommended
varieties of hybrids and had these avallable for the farmers. The
fertiliger dealers purchased reco iled analysis and encouraged
heavy applications of both fert ' nitrogen. News articles,
many of which were accompanied Ly r raphs taken on farms, were

laced in the two papers which o e county. A circular letter
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Tobaceo

: variety demonstrations were attempted in the county
one of them being a success. The other falled because of
lack of plants. The variety demonstration contained several of
the leading varieties of tobacco and some undesirable varieties
of tobacco frr this section. Approximately 50 farmers visited
this demonstration, even though no meetings were held at the demon-
s Lration.

(5) Cotten

Sotton was not inel d in the Plan of Work for 1949 but
sonsiderable work was done by the Agent on cotton., A Cotton Im-
provement Association was orgenised in June at which time the
cul tural pract for cotton for the remaincer the year were
stressed. wsect control was stressed and the farmers were

probability are would be a heavy infestation
gstration was cone
ww to apply chemd-
lo this demonstration, news
the seriousness of boll weevil
e insec id ealers they
lals for farmers.

xtenslion Cotton
nty a advised

: asCencouraged the seeding of winter cover crops
ire ysar. It is estimated that approximately 308
eropland in Sussex County 1s. seeded to winter cover crops
this Fall. There has definitely been an ine in the acres of
legume cover crops wilch are being seeds n the county each year.

(7) Pastures
The 19 lan wk outlined two pasture sstablishment

demonstrations. In Aug » Agent decided to relinguish these
lemonetrations to other ¥ » ince he d not feel that they were
oaded this county. Ii ory community, there was at least one
vod pasture establl . ric the Fall seeding. It was esti-
mated prior to the - ! at proximately 1,500 acres of
ladine clover-orchard grass pastures had been seeded. An unususlly
larg) mmber of acres was sesded 1 Fall but no estimate has yet
been made. Publicity was giver ladino clover-orchard grass pas-
Lres rou; wows art J ersonal contacts and exhibits

store win . e exi 4 ted of wiographs of live-
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(3) Dairy Cows

No work has been e with this project, There is a need
for good dairy cows ussex County. ussex County has at the resent
time only two Grede A dairies. All milk purchased in Sussex County is
isported from nearby oities.

Poul try

eneral ) ut on the selsction

poul try.

] onducted in 3 clubs
wet in the county schools and are joint
January L the County Co il was o
These goals were carried back to the loe
als of the Coumnty Counecil in
080,

There were Lk boys emrolled in \i=il Club this year with 25
boys completing. riy-eight projects were carried by the Lk boys
with 27 projects being completed. The boys carried as their projects
corn, pesanuts, tocbacco, garden, poultry or swim .sanuts was the
poet popular project with 27 boys enreoll ) )y complet

(C) Achieverents
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L attended peveral
to Chiecago.
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eans 3 i in g the comn ylelds in Sussex
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SVALUATIO

In evaluating U wing the past year,
everal thinge stand ou me of these is the

p

fesire of farmers

f this county to grow srops per acre of land at the cheapest
possible cost per unit, s has been brought out this year by

i -oreased intesrest of ¢ farmers to grow more corn per acre at a

ch aper sost per bushel The farmers chose their varieties of com
witl greater care, used greater amounts of fertiliser per acre and
1sed better cul tural methods wen observed in the
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COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN ACRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS

U. 8. Department of Agriculture Eatenaion Service
and State Agriewitarsl Colleges Washington, D

rperating

COMBINED ANNUAL REPORT OF COUNTY EXTENSION WORKERS

REPORT OF

f, AP IV, From %ecs /. 1948 lo Xar. 30, 194 T
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SUGGESTIONS RELATIVE TO THE PREPARATION OF THE COUNTY EXTE
AGENT'S ANNUAL REPORT
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GENERAL ACTIVITIES
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LRAL ACTIVITIES—Continued
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Total men

Tota

19, Other meetings
nature participa
or State oxtension workers and |

sly reporte
vouth

20. Meetings heid by local leader
unitteemen not participated
¥ Or State exte
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SUMMARY OF EXTENSION INFLUENCE THIS YEAR
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Namber of (arms on which changes in practices b
Namber of farms involved in preceding question
Number of nonfarm families making changes
lemotet

g
ledoudirath

Number of farm homes ir h changes
Number of fart homea involwed in preceding

Number of sther homes in which ehanges ir a

Number of other homes involved in precoding quest

Number of farm homes with 4-H Club membe

Number of other homes with 4~ Club members entolled

Total number of different farm families influenced by some phase of the extension program. (Inciude Guestions
the exicnslon progras. (Awelude question

Total number of different other families influenced by some




ANTZATION AND PLANNING

EXTENSION OR(

€ Hewe down et ratie

PERATIVE AGRICULTURAL PLANNING

soredd by the Exte

agricultural pla
nbers of such county
ppaid lay membern

Diaty
w with agric
ommn

o

of woh

femonstrat:

Home
I Cluab age
ral agents
0 worker

&

\g

1) State extens

£+
ENE

ning meetings beld

Number of
., Number of unpaid voluntary leaders or comunitteemen assisting this vear
ce rendered by voluntary leaders or commnitteemen
il pimoriag fover e plesiing) beve beea cempiectaly maryw ito & wale ke
% o eulnus (u) anel wild be entienl 1o al elher oweee culuma (¢ b e




incinde alt th sduits 4 H Club ombers,
ye @ and wotnen (okder youth

51. Days devoted to line of work |
1) He
(2) ¢-H Club agente
3) Agrie
4) State

52. Number of communitios

was cor ted

me

tural ag
xter

whieh
work
53. Number of + o
committeemen assisting this vear

54, Fember of lrmens aasivied this i»
1) Obtalning |
ties or strnins of seed

ATy leadier

nproved varie

2
(3) The uee of fertilisers

The uso of lime
(4) Controlling plant diseases
(5) Controlling in jurious insects

lling noxious weeds

Days devoted i«

Number of breeding cire
assisted Lbis vear

les or el

ar keeping perfor

Number of farmers assisted this vear
1 Obtaining purebred males

2) Obtaining purebred or |

3) Obtaining better strains of

4) Improving methods of foec

5) Controliing external parasi
liseases

Do ot include rabbits, gamn, and fur animais

S e

Coen

00

100
as
/e /0

IAVESTOCK PRODUCTION

g circles or Lmprovemsnt sssocistions |

MANOD Tecor abinials

i )
grade females
baby chicks (inciuding hatching eggs
ling

Los.

which shou'd be reported ander wildie

other than for famfly food

CROP PRODUCTION (other than for family food supply)

sapply)




CONSERVATION OF NATURAL

RESOURCES

02. Days devoted o line of work b

i lome demonstratl op ageuta
+H b agents
Agricuiturnl asonts

ork was sondueted

Continued

Fotestry  Contnued

Wikdlife Continued




FARM MANAGEMENT
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MARKETING AND DISTRIBUTION
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HOUSING, FARMSTEAD IMPROVEMENT, AND EQUIPMENT
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH
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CLOTHING, FAMILY ECONOMICS, PARENT EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY LIFE
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SUMMARY OF ¢-H CLUB BOYS" AND G S !
One club member may engage in two of more prejects. The sum of (he projects Is (herefore greater (han the number of different elub members enrolled
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN (OLDER RURAL YOU
(Do net includy wwrk with +-H Clvbe)
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MISCELLANEOUS
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TERMINOLOGY
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EXTENSION SERVICE
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