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 (ABSTRACT)

The purpose of this study was to ascertain important information that was

lacking about current school/business collaborative activities in the

Commonwealth of Virginia and to compare those activities to the findings of a

study conducted by Larkin C. Phillips of school/business collaborative activities

during the 1990-91 school year.  This study used the same survey questions that

were used by Phillips and was designed to provide the following information:

(a) Common characteristics of school divisions in Virginia that conducted

collaborative activities during the 1998-99 school year as compared to the 1990-

1991 school year,

(b) The types of collaborative activities conducted in Virginia during the

1998-99 school years as compared to the 1990-1991 school year,

(c) Current resources used to manage collaborative activities as compared

to the 1990-91 school year, and

(d) Types of businesses that participated in collaborative activities in 1998-

99 as compared to the 1990-91 school year.

A survey was sent to all superintendents of public school divisions in the

Commonwealth of Virginia.  Superintendents from 99 school divisions, 76

percent of the school divisions in Virginia, returned the survey.  The responses
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indicated that 72 percent of the responding divisions conducted school/business

collaborative activities during the 1998-99 school year.  This was an eight

percent decrease from the 1990-1991 school year.

Of the school divisions reporting no collaborative activity in this study 89

percent were located in rural areas.  In contrast, more than 90 percent of the

school divisions in cities and suburbs indicated collaborative activity with

businesses.  Small school divisions and less wealthy school divisions were less

likely to conduct collaborative activities than were larger and wealthier school

divisions.

The most conducted collaborative activities in the typical Virginia school

division at all grade levels were: providing career awareness activities; providing

special awards for pupils, teachers or the school; donating or loaning equipment

or materials; and sponsoring tutoring programs for pupils.  As compared to the

Phillips study, there were large increases in businesses providing tutoring at the

elementary and middle/junior high school levels.  And at the high school level

there was a 22 percent increase in partners providing internships for students.

During the 1998-1999 school year in Virginia the management of

collaborative activities was most often managed totally at each participating

school.  The person most likely to initiate collaborative activity with business was

the building principal.

The most likely type of businesses involved in collaborative activities with

school divisions was service, civic, manufacturing and retail.  The mining industry

was least likely to be involved in collaborative activities.


