
Fiction: Lesson 13

Group Genre Definition Guide

Genre: Adventure
Definition: Stories about events that happen outside the characters’ ordinary lives,

usually involving danger and action.

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
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Genre: Comedy
Definition: “A dramatic work that is light and often humorous or satirical in tone and that
usually contains a happy resolution of the thematic conflict.” (American Heritage Dictionary)

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
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Genre: Fantasy
Definition: “A genre of fiction or other artistic work characterized by fanciful or supernatural
elements.” (American Heritage Dictionary)

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
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Genre: Historical fiction
Definition: Stories about fictional characters/events in a historical setting.

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
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Genre: Mystery
Definition: “A work of fiction, such as a novel or a movie, that has a story centered around
solving a puzzling crime or mysterious event.” (American Heritage Dictionary)

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
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Genre: Realistic fiction
Definition: Stories about events and characters that are true to life.

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
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Genre: Science fiction
Definition: “A literary or cinematic genre in which fantasy, typically based on speculative
scientific discoveries or developments, environmental changes, space travel, or life on other
planets, forms part of the plot or background.” (American Heritage Dictionary)

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Key Element:_____________________________

Examples:________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
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