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(ABSTRACT)

The site for this seminary is located within the northwest quadrant of the District of Columbia. The site
consists of a ridge approximately one hundred and ten feet in elevation bounded by Clark Street at its
northwestern tip and a rocky promontory a quarter of a mile to the southeast. Along its southwestern edge
lies Canal Road, the C & O Canal and the Potomac River. To the northeast lies upper Georgetown.

My intention was to utilize the natural axis of the ridge to construct a clear line of demarcation
between the secular world and the world of religious education and scholarship. It was clear from the
beginning that the site had to be developed in accordance with the natural orientation and steep topography
of the ridge. The clearest means of access to the site exists to the northeast along an abandoned rail bed
that intersects Foxhall Road. The new road to be constructed within this depression constitutes the first in
a series of moves to create a datum line between the natural setting of the seminary and the urban fabric of
Georgetown. Parallel to this road lies a continuous reflecting pool eight hundred feet in length. This
second element of separation is broken only at the entry to the seminary. The third and final element of
separation is an extended wall that defines both the natural orientation of the site and the linear structure of
the seminary. From the northwest it extends over one thousand feet to the southeast. Like the reflecting
pool, the datum wall is broken only at its single point of entry.

The structure of the seminary can be viewed in its entirety from the southwest. Itis a linear compo-
sition with a semi-circular terrace at its entry which forms an open air cloister. On either side stand the
auditorium and lecture spaces, administrative facilities, library, refectory, seminarian cells, chapel, terrace
and bell tower. ~
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Site Plan

1) Clark Street, 2) Auditorium
3) Entry Terrace, 4) Library
5) Retectory, 6) Seminarian Cells
7) Chapel & Bell Tower
8) Entry from Foxhall Road
9) Canal Road, 10) C & O Canal
11) Potomac River
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Cloister
Entry Level Plan

1) Gathering Wall, 2) Entry Trellis
3) Foot Bridge and Reflecting Pool

4) Cloister, 5) Entry Terrace

6) Auditorium and Lecture Spaces

7) Main Entry

40




I [ — M :
_ 1 | | 1 T
g e T %§ ; N : s ST
= =ls J 8 = = 1E = Bl
== | :J = Bl======
e p—
- L i J

THHE

THT

o=

T HTH MY

Cloister

Southwest Elevation

Section at Terrace Ramp

1) Entry through Datum Wall
2) Split Ramps to Entry Terrace
3) Scripture Panels, 4) Terrace Wall
5) Auditorium and Lecture Spaces
6) Main Entry
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Gathering Wall & Cloister

View from the Northwest
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Auditorium

Entry Level Plan

Southwest Elevation

1) Entry Cloister, 2) Vestibule
3) Atrium Ramp, 4) Lecture Space
5) Courtyard, 6) Auditorium
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Auditorium

Terrace Level Plan

Section at Auditorium

1) Service Tunnel and Spaces
2) Vestibule, 3) Atrium Ramp
4) Lecture Space
5) Courtyard, 6) Auditorium
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rium & Terrace

Audito

View from the Southwest
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Library & Refectory
Entry Level Plan
Southwest Elevation | e o '\ | _4(1‘%
1) Administration, 2) Atrium Stair e 1 - i ot 3ptpife 3
3) Library, 4) Courtyard, 5) Refectory " P - ‘% .11..'. -2.
6) Chapel Terrace & Seminarian Cells 2iS 4 S I
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Library & Refectory
Terrace Level Plan

Section at Courtyard

1) Administration, 2) Atrium Stair
3) Library, 4) Courtyard, 5) Refectory
6) Chapel Terrace & Seminarian Cells
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from the Southwest

Library & Refectory
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Seminarian Cells
Entry Level Plan
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Seminarian Cells
Terrace Level Plan

Section at Datum Wall

1) Entry to Refectory
2) Datum Wall Corridor
3) Chapel Terrace, 4) Individual Cell
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Seminarian Cells

View from the Southeast




Cells

ew from the Northeast

rian

1na

Sem

I8

Vi




Chapel

Terrace Level Plan

Southwest Elevation

1) Entry to Cells, 2) Gathering Space
3) Reflecting Pool, 4) Sanctuary
5) Baptistry, 6) Chapel Terrace
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Chapel

Section at Baptistry

Section at Sanctuary

1) Entry to Cells, 2) Gathering Space
3) Reflecting Pool and Trellis
4) Sanctuary, 5) Baptistry
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Chapel Terrace

View from the Southwest




Chapel & Bell Tower

View from the Southeast
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