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This 1is a brief narrative summsry of Agricultural Extensien
Work in Louisa County for the year 1949. It attempts to set forth
the goals established at the beginning of the year #nd show to some
extent the degree of ichievenent.

County Organization

8, Geal - To effect a stronger County Organizatien.

b, Achlevements - For several years the County Agricultural
Extension Organization in Louisa County has consisted of a County
Agricultural Agent, a Fome Demonstration Agent, both white and colored
and a County Board of Agriculture. On August lst of this year an
Assistant County Agent was added on a part<time basis.

Last year the County Board of Agriculture was re-organized by
takdng most of the membership from the old Board, adding a few addition-
al members and dividing them into committees according to their
agricultural interests. During the current year committeess on
Agronomy, Livestock, Dairy, and Forestry have functioned in a satie-
factory manner,

Additional interest has been injected into the work of these
comuittees recently by reason of the fact that a local bank has seen
it to sponsor agricultural development by preoviding two or three

dinner meetings per year at which time plans of work will be mrepared
by different committees by commodities and for the county as & whole.
A General Chairman and Secretary for the group has been elected to
coordinate and publicize the work of the group. The bank is aleo
providing prizes for agricultural contests and entertaimment for
general meetings.

Type of Agriculture

Louisa County is predominently an agricultural county with an
area of 516 square miles, 72f of which is suitable for cropping, and
containing 2,142 farms according te the 1945 census. The average
sise of these farme is 99.2 seres. Classified sccerding to type
there are 7 fruit and nut farme, 1l vegetable famms, 29 dalry farms,
129 poultry farms, 96 livestock farns, 55 forest preducts farms,

168 general farms, 1420 subsistence farms and 227 other furms. The
total acreage in idle land and abandoned farms is approximately

8000 acres. For several years there has been a gradual change from
tobacce and other row crops to & hay, pasture and livestock type of
farming. During the period 1940 to 1945 corn acreage in the o unty
was reduced some 1200 acres. Tobacco was reduced about 200 acres.
Yields per acre of both crops have improved., Aereage in hay of diff-
erent kinds has increased wbﬂ.mmi‘:nd consequently numbers of
cattle in county have increased appreo tely 25 during the precedinyg
five years.




ilizer analyses.

unifor fertilizer analyses.

B Lhie ear i . represent
atives of Agriculture in ¢ Count. nd the majority our
fertiliger ler i i ¢t range Experiment Station for
the purpose ix . the latest fertiliser
recomnendatio riment Statien. In addition, pesters
furnished by t ;ronemy Department , setting forth the recommendatioms
have been plac n Fertilizer Steres. rofessional rkers and
dealers in the Con r ve been supplied with Circular B-34l & noSs
vl the requests t ount, xtension Office for information
relative to fert T3, ' een answered in part with one of these
folders. It is ti mtes well considered opinion that the fertilizer
dealers az lo than any other group te sssist farmers Wl U

buying t i est sult » their conditions and needs.

e« Goal - To conduct three demonstrations shewing comparisen
of the recommended varieties wsith e: other and with the commonl)
grown open-pollen.. ed varisties,

be ¢hisvements - estimated X of the farmers in the
County still plant sone variety of epen-pollenated corn. Seme of
this mumber have planted a hybrid corn one or mere times, but
apparently planted sne not adapted, were not pleased with the
results and reverted teo the old variety. few still plant it be-
cavse their grandfathere did, small number of these were won
over this year b local seed producer whe furnished a limited
uantit )f seed free of charge.

There e sti many others are convinced of the value
of corn hybrid: . ith the recommendations of
ixperiment St

Demonstrations still seem to be the most effective way of im-

proving the situation., Three these demonstrations showing

eight compariser f recommended corn hybrids with one another and
with the mest commonly grown open- pollenated varietles were carried
out this year, hese demonstrations were selected by the committee
on crops and solls. The seed was furnished by the Agronomy Depart-
went of V. P.I. and cooperating seed producers. All three were
planted and marked th ropriste signs. n estimated 75 farmers
have visited these demonstrations and selected the varieties which
in their jJudgnent. were L best adapted loecslly. The yleld data

is also being obtained by demonstratorg o be used in publielz-

ing the better varietles durin coming

In additior viriet t A Line have been distributed,
mainly en reque ! . reviously ment loned in
connect Lor i X 112 eed dealers ha been erncouraged




be

to visit their nearest Fleld Station. Wost of them have done so
and are enthusisstically recommending teo lecal farmers the best
adapted corn. lere aghin it is the opinion of the agent that these
dealers are sspecially effective in getting farmers to follow the
latest recommendations.

Another important factor in thies effort has been the work of
one local seed produ who peratéd with the Virginia Cror Improve-
ment Asscciation to produce & high quality seed corm and markets
practically all of it leeally.

3. 100 Bushel Corn Contest

& Ooal - Tx
b.
Depar€aent of V,P,I, and was again sponsored by the iuriten Club, This
ois the  gecond year such & project has been carried out, Forty=-
five farmers entered the contest, and twenty nine cane through, as
° Ocompared with seven last year, Information as to adapted varieties,
fertilisation and cultivation was furnished by the “xtemsion Agent.,
Yiealds were checked through a cooperative arrangsment with the local
comuittes, Vo-ig. and 0.1, teachers,

The average yleld produced by the 29 contestants was 93.59

bushels per acre. Fleven of the contestants produced in excess of
100 bushels per scre. One of the contestants produced 132.91 bushels.
Very attractive prizes have been secured Ly the igriculture Committee
and they along with certificates will be awarded to the winning
contestants at & dinner meeting on Degember 2Oth.

he Top Dressing Small Grains with Nitrete

&, Goal - Conduct two demonstrations tep dressing ssall grein,
seeded after milo maise, using nitrete to show comparisen and ylelds.

bs Achlevements - This project was not carried owt as plamned,
but in llew of such & prejec) one 30 ton carlosad of nitrete was
secured and allocited to the contestante in the 100 bushal corn contest
and others, as & contribution toward winning the corn contest between
the Rate of Virginia and the State of North Carelina, The results
obtained from the use of this nitrate may be summed up by stating
that in the 100 bushel corn contest these who produced lees than 100
bushels per scre used an average of 1liA pounds of nitrate while those
who produced in excess of 100 bushels of corn per acre used an average
of 315 pounds of nitrete per acre,

5. Imtroducing Vallart Theat
a: Ooal = To provide a local supply of Valart seed wheat,

b. Achlievements = In the fall of 1947, the first certified Velart
wheat was seeded on & small seresge on three differest firms in the
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County. In 1948 this acreage was rogued, certified, and harvested
for seed and distributed to about 15 famme.

Good yields were obtained and most of the seed produced frem
the seedings in 1942 was saved and disposed of for seed this fall.

Approximately 30 acres was again certified, Next ear the
quantity of Valart wheat will be ample to supply the noeds of the

6. Imroducing Climton Spring Oats

&s Goal « Provide a local supply of Clinton Oats for seed,

be Achievements « This project falled beceuse the two cooperaters
interested in the project found that their oats crop wes infested
with cheat to the extent that certificstion would not be possible,

7. Introducing Kealand Red Clover

a. Goal - Provide s local supply of Kenland Red Clover,
Achievements « In February 1948 forty pounds of Kenland Red

and arrengessents made for seeding on one farm.

wae selectad and seeded the latter part of ™

obtained and in early June of 1949 about 2 tons of hay per acre was
harvested, Following the removal of hay a new growth appeared, which
gave all indications of producing & seed crop. However, st about full
bloom stage the leaves twrned white and apparently every plamt in the
fleld died.

No satisfactery explanation has besn found, Needless to say the
death of the elover brought this project to an end,

8. Imtrodueing S 100

4, Goal « Provide a local supply of § 100 Soy Beans for seed.

b Achlevenents - Barly this year 5 bushels of § 100 Soy
were segured from a growsr in Essex County. One bushel of beans
placed on one farm and 4 btushels on another farm, The beans hawve
been havested aid, as nearly as can be determined, rlelded approximately
& bushels jer acre !n comparison with Ugden beans ylelding around
30 bushels on adjoining land and receiving the same treatment.

The 5 100 beans also stand up, did not pop out, and were ideal
conbining., It is expested that most of this seed will be used
locally next year,

B Peoultry

4, Goal - 100f of baby shickens bought from hatcheries which
are cooperating with State and Netional Poultry Improvement Flan.

b. Jchlevements - The Aine days devoted by agent to poultry
were spert mainly snswering calls frem flock owners who were having
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difficulties with disease or parasites. Thirty-six owners were
assisted in this way during the year,

C. Dairying

a: Goal - Place 10 Pure Bred Bulls in County.

bs Achievements ~ Very little work was done on this project
and only two bulls were placed lMost of Lhe agents time devoted
to dairy cattle was spent treating diseases common te dalry cattle
and on disease prevertion work. Approximately 250 dairy animals
were vaceinated by the agent for blackleg., PForty-eight dairy cows
ware treated for milk fever. Two hundred eighty-eight dairy cows
were treated for mastitis and 200 animals, mostly dairy calves,
were treated for some form of dlarrhea,

C.2 Dairying

a4, Geal -~ Install two hay dryers.

b. Achievements - With the assistance of Mr, J.C. Collins,
Asglstant Agricultural Engineer of V.P.I. one general meeting was
held in the County on artificial curing of hay, Several farmers
showed interest in hay dryers. Two dryers were installed this year
ascording to plans fumished by Mr, Collins, One other farwer is
lanning to make an installation before hay time comes again.

Other work not planned at the beginning of this year, included the
organisation of the milk producers of the county for the purpose of
bargaining for better hauling rates on fluld milk from Louisa to Market,
Three meetings have been held during the year and a transportation
committee set up to bargain for the group, This committee ls expected
to do effective work toward securing more favorable hauling charges.

D. Livestoek
1. Horses and Yules

8. Goal ~ Treat one hundred and fifty horses and mules for
Internal Parasites.

b. Achievements - The trend of horse and mule population of
Louisa county has been downward for several years with cerrespending
increased interest in tracter power., Consequently, the interest in
our thirteenth anmual horse and mule clinie was a little less than
the preceeding year., Nach year & survey is made by mall and through
community leaders to determine the number and location of horses and
mules to be treated. When the results of this survey are all in, the
meesting places are designated, the time 1s set and the animals are
brought in. A Veterimarian and the County Agent visit these places
at the appeinted time, treat the animals for internsl parsasites and
other ailments and make suggestions when needed, as to feed and care
of work stoek, This year seventy-five horses and mules were treated
during & one day campaign. Many other farmers were assisted with
some problems affecting thelir work stock.




2, (a.) Beef Cattle

a. Ooal -~ Vaccinmate all czttle between the ages of two months
and two years for blackleg.

b. Achievements -~ During the year fifty-one days were spent
working with beef cattle, some of this time was spent with L-H baby
beef. MNost of the other time was spent in discase and parasite work,
Three hundred beef animals were vaccinated against blackleg by the Agenmt.
Approximately four hundred and fifty other young cattle were vaccinated
by local demonstrators who have been induced to do this work for them-
selves and their neighbors. 105 farms have been assisted with the
control of diseases and Intermal parssite in cattle,

The Agent has also cooperated with the Federal Buresu of Animal
Industry in 2 program designed to contrel Bangs disease in cattle
through calfhood vaccination., The Agent made a survey by mail and
through community leaders to determine the mumber and lecation of
heifers to be vaccinsted. When the results of this survey were known,
& schedule of visits was prepared , animals were kept confined, and
the Agent accompanied by s Veternarian from the P,B.A.I. visited the
farms and did the work. A total of 26 farms are cooperating in this
program and 221 heifers have been vaccinated. Arrangements have been
made to continue this project indefinitely.

2, (b.) Orud Comtrel

a. Oocal -~ Have 258 of beef cattle treated for cattle grub,
b. Achlevements ~ The goal set at t he beginning of the year
®was not reached, However, 12 pounds of dusting powder was placed with
9 beef cattle producers who have reported satlisfactory results.

3. Sheep.

4. Qoal - Treat all sheep in County twice yearly by dosing for
Interral Parasites, and provide Phenothiazine-salt mixture during
summer months.

b. Achievements ~. There are about 35 flock owners in Louisa
County earrying abou' 800 sheep, By controlling stomach worsls and
other parasites it waz hoped to increase the income of these farms.

During the year four treating demonstrations were put on by
the Agent and 305 sheep treated. Approximately 4O pounds of Phen-
othiazine was furnished for trestment of sheep by Fxtension Agent.
On this basls approximately 650 sheep were treated during this year.

4e OSwine
8. Goal - Treat at least 50% of Swine in the County for

Internal Perasites,
b. Achievemerts -~ This has been a contimuing preject for several
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years, Approximately 60 pounds of Phemothiasine has been provided

for swine treatment during the year and an estimated 2000 hoge

have been treated with material furnished by the Extension Offige.

In addition, considerable material has been furnished by other agencies.
A few Berds have also been treated with sodium flueride according to
written recommendations provided by the Dxtension Agent.

Five demonstrations treating swine were put on ilu 4-H club
demonstratio treating breeding pigs which were furnished by the
Sears Rogbuck and Ruritan club projects.

he (a.) Owine

a. Goal - lace 10 pure bred sows in County.

b. Achievements - This projeet was only partially completed
as only two pure bred sows have been placed, The funds are on hand
for purchasing and ‘lacing @ other pigs. The club boys have been
selected for next year and the club agent will complete this
project as soon as time permits,

& (b.) OSwine

a, Goal - Carry out five L4-H fat pig demonstrations.

b. Achievements - Fifteen i-H fa. plg demonstrations were
started early last spring. Four of these were completed and showed
their offerings in the Orange Fat Pig Show. One of the pens of
three placed second for the breed and & single from this pen placed
third, One pen of three of Essex pigs placed first, A total of
$23.00 in prizes were won.

B. Extension TVA Demonstration

The Extension T . Demonstrations started in this Coumty during
1937, was continued this year. Thirteen farmers were active during
the year., Ten farms out of the thirteen completed their tenth year
and are therefore 10t eligible to obtain additional phosphate. How-
ever, it is expected that they will contimue to cooperate in svery
other way as they have in the past.

During December of this year ten additional farms will be selected
by the Agronomy Committee to replice the ten which have completed.
Camplete farm plans will be worked out by the Committee and Agent
and they will receive an allotment of phosphate during 1950.

Pollowing better farm practices under this program for
several years has produced many desirable changes on these farms,
Perhaps the most desirable change has been in the ability of the land
to produce. The corn acreage has been cut in half during those years
yet the total production of corn has more than doubled.

Another change has been in the ecarrying capacity of their pastures.
In most cases that has doubled during the ten year period. Two of the
original farms are beef cattle farms. Tem years ago they had fewer
cattle and each rented about one hundred and fifty acres of pasture for




grazing. t v re € than then and graze them
on the heme N < s now grase the cattle about

two hundre e r-1i ¢ year and feed about one
hundred d hvy i ! 3 + and expense harvesting
and stori

ncone from these farus increased too, even when consider
ed in terms ¢ L a 11 11 buy now, ar hat it would buy
when the demonstr.tions st « This inerease in cash has en
abled these farmers to | thas wre efficient equipment, thus
increasing preductive X . or man and also enabled thes
te provide thelir homes d families with electric services
other conveniences, ion thirteen fan ad electric
ervice ten y s ago and n 11 of them have it,

Best. of all, perhape, is the fact that these farms are playing
a part in influencing a large number of other farmers to adopt
similar practices their farms. hen lecal GI Agricultural
¢lasses were looking for outstonding examples of geed farm manage-
ment, one of the TV smonstrations was selected by the locd
grou nd also t I classes from adjoining counties as an out-
standing example.

One of these TVA unit demonstration farms has not only attract-
ed attention locally but s been visited by groups from three
adjoining counties Aduring is susmer and fall,

spert ten days during the year
time was divided ong many projects such
tock, Dairying, Porestry, Older Youth,
dhere Servic ubs and other organizations a
ro jec lanning, committees from these groups m
alFeady e ‘ mittees in working eut plans,
Older Youth Proj just been started and is being assisted
by Mr, W.%, Bure, 0] suth Specialist frem V.P.I. he organis-
ition meeting for s group will be held on Decembor 6th.

G. Cooperatives

Three coeper ves have been assisted during the year, namely
The Richmond Wilk Producers Cooperative issoclation, The Unitec
jool Crower ssociation i the Sun-Cured Tobaceco Yarketing

ssoclatien.

The Richmor Jooperative was ass!st
educat ional wor mongz it n the County anc
fembership mee




10.

The United Wool Growers issoclation was sssisted with educationa)
work relative to handling 1949 woel elip.

The Sun-Cured Tobaeco Marketing Assoclation was assisted by the
Extension Agent in securing forms for membership and sign-up campgaigns
during the year 1949.

The Louisa County Assoclation of Churches, a cooperative move-
ment among the churches in Louisa County, was also assisted in
connestion with planningthe organizational work as well as a fund
raising campaign and the employment of & teacher for a week-day

®Bible School in the County., The Mxtension Agent served as Secretary
to the Association and the worik of the Association has progressed
to the extent that 98.6% of the boys and girls in the County in the
grades 4, 5, 6 and 7 are enrolled in weck~day Bible classes.

H. Porestry

Ground work for a project in Forestry has recently been laid
through the cooperation of Mr, F.W. Patten, Extension Forester.

A demonstrational plet has been selected on a maln highway,
trees have been marked and (I classes, FFA classes and Ruritan club
members will join forces on December 8th and 9th to complete this
demonstration and erect appropriste signs.

The Ruritan elub and Virginia Forests Inc. are expected to
assist in using this project to further forest work in this County.

b= Club Werk

There were five L<H clubs in the County during the current year
and one Older Youth Group in the process of getting under way. Sime
August lst, this work has been in charge of R.C, Truett, Assistant
Agent.

One hundred forty-two boys are enrolled at the present time,
Agcording to projects they were snrolled as follows: Corn 7,
Peanuts 11, Tobacco 10, Home Gardens 32, Truck and CannirgCreps 9,
Poultry 12, Dairy Cattle 5, Beef cattle 13 and Swine 45. Bighteen
boys completed and turned in record books. Many others had projects
but did not twrn in Record Books because Necord Books are teoo
difficult for younger beys to complete and in many cases parents
do not know to give proper assistance.

The enly three projects which were moderately successful wers
baby beef, breeding pig and fat pig projects. Ten boys cempleted
swine prejects invelving 17 animals with a net profit of $284.37,
four boys com leted baby beef projects invelving & fat steers earming
a net profit of $97.45 and £101.00 in prises.

Sixteen boys and fourteen girls attended District Camp ot
Holiday Lake.




VII. USDA Council

One meeting of the County USDA Council was held during the
year. At this meeting general plans for agricultural development
of the County were discussed and particular jobs assigned te
different agencles,

Production and Marketing Administration

The County is organiszed under the PMA program on the basls of
5 districts. Tach district has three Community Cosmitteemen and
two alternates. County Committee and Chief Clerk administer
She Program with the Fxtension /gent serving as Seeretary and
Advisor.

One county-wide meeting was held during the year and several
committee meetings.

The educational work in connection with PMA is dene by dewoting
a part of each meeting to the consideration of ways and means for
pasture improvement, better varieties of crops, further development
of the livestock industry. This part has been considered a
responsibility of the Extension Servigce with the assistance of the
S0il Conservatiom Service technicians in the County. The remaining

part of meetings are ussd to inform committeemen as to the detalls,
as well as to the broader aspects of the program and instruction
in the work of filling out forms. Committeemen, circular letter
and newspaper articles are used to reach farmers and farm operators.

Grant of ald material through this program for the year 1949
amounted to 2544 tons of ground limestone and 342 tens of super-
phosphate. lumber of farmers cooperating was 576.

Cooperation with Credit and Leaning Agencies,

Work with these agencies was limited teo referring those seeking
eredit to the proper ageney and wranging for contacts between
borrower and lender.

Cooperation with District Soll Conservation Pregram

Work with the Thomas Jefferson 50il Censervation Distriet
consisted of two days spent on the T.). Bugg face lifting demon-
stration in Fluvanna County, referring farmers to leeal 5.C.8.
Technicians and conferring with District Personmel relative to
common probl ams.

Bvaluation of Year's Work

This year's work, like previous years, has brought a new
opportunity to plan and organise ones time and ones job better. For
one who has permitted farmers to expect and demand a great deal of
personal service work this is difficult. Consequently, that has been
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the chief hindrance to planning and especially to carrying through
& successful Extension Program. However, some degree of progress
can be noted by taking into considerstion the fact that service
clube, farm organization, local banks and even agricultural
comuittees are becoming more interested in agricultural develop-
ment snd are lending more and more suppert to "xtenstien Work

The Agent wishes to acknowledge the fine cooperation frem
his Distriet rm, workers on the State Level, representatives
of other agencles, and the patient, tolerant farm people with
whom it has been a pleasure to work.
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SUGGESTIONS RELATIVE TO THE PREPARATION OF THE CO1 \T) XTENSION
AGENT'S ANNUAL REPORT

Six goed reasons may be listed as

to why an extension worker should prepare a comprehensive annual re port
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GENERAL ACTIVITIES




GENERAL ACTIVITIES—Continued

SUMMARY OF EXTENSION INFLUENCE THIS YEAR
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CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES
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FARM MANAGEMENT
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MARKETING AND DISTRIBUTION
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HOUSING, FARMSTEAD IMPROVEMENT, AND EQUIPMENT

fe All work with & g o Ler i W o yous wurreun furs
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AMILY ECONOMICS, PARENT EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY LIFE
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SUMMARY OF 4-H CLUB BOYS’ AND GIRLS' PROJECTS -
Jne club member may engage in two or more projects. The sum of the pr. cts is therefore greater than the number of different (“H*ﬂx mbers enrolled

Promes ‘ ®mpleting et ke

field peas, alfalfs




4-H CLUB MEMBERSHIP WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN (OLDER RURAL YOUTH)

(Do not include work with &M Clubs

A. Extension organized groups of young men and women

Number of Different 4-H Club Member

B. Other groups of young men and women not oerganized by extension

wh ¢

D. Total number of young people worked with or assisted
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