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COUNTY ORGANIZATION

The County Board of aigriculture of Spoteylvania County is composed of
farmers from the eight different communities. This board is made up of
sgriculturel committees of . the three local Ruritas Clubs. These men are
very active and assist greatly in solving agrioulSursl problems. They
moet osJh month in the Ruritan Clubs and are contacted from time to time
by the County .gent.

TIPE OF AGRICULN

fpotaylvania Couaty is primarily agricultural. Dairying is the major
source of ineoms with general farming, and poultry next. A large portioa
of our furmers work in “redericisburg at industrial plants for thé ma jor
source of their flucome. The farm 1s used %o produce food fos the fumily.
Duirying 18 inoressing in the county with more of our S-Grade producers
convertiag to .<Grede.

There i# a hatcher; lecated ia the gcounty sad most of our farmers are
changing from commercial floaks to breeding flocks, where they realize

the premium on eggs sold.

sbout 70 per cent of our county is im woodland, the remsiader is ia 2rop
lond and pasture. Soils are well adapted to & livestook type of farming.
There has bdeen an iscereused amount ol ilatersst on liming, fertilizing,

and rejuvenating of peastursa. More farmers are having their pasture soil
samples sent to the state office for testing and usiang the County Agent's

socommendations in fertilizing. There has beeu an Lacressed interess in

Ladino clover-Orchard grass pasture, with a nus™»y of new farmers startiang

such a pasture this year., Farmers weres asaisted by the agent in certifying

small greins for seed.




A group of farmers, professional workers, seed, feed and fertilizer
dealers from the county toured Beltsville EZxperiment Station anéd Orangs
Axperiment Station % see their crop end pasture experiments.

The majority of owr farmers are now using corn hybrid. There was ons
cora hybrid demonstretion in the ooty that consisted of all alapted
varieties of corn recommended for 'als section. Numerous neighboring
farsers visited this demonstration.

A county seeting on cora production was held in early spriang and methods
of inoreasing corn yie'ds discussed. 120 tons of nitrogen fertilizer was
placed through the County Agent's office to be used in comm production;
approximately 300 ferpers used this material. A 1L00-bushed corn clud
was formulated in the county with & meambershipy of approxiwtely 64. The
corn yields we e detormined and 14 farmers mede 100 bushels or more per
acre,. MHesbers of the L00-bushel cors olub wilil have s dinosr mestiang st
whioh Siw- the oartifioates for 100 oushels per sore will be presented.
The Oounty Agricultural Field Dey waus held at Spotsylvanis High School
on Saturday, September 10. There were crop entries from 4-H, A and

adults. This was our foursh sunual Tield day end wur attended by approxi-

sately 1600 youths and sdults.

The County Agent assisted poultryman in culling thelir flocks of non-producers.
AL ares poultry meeting was held in Fredericksburg to discuss diseases, feed,
ote. Foultrymen were assisted by the ocounty agent in vaceinating chicks

for Kewcastle disease.

bairying

Al artificial Breecding Association was set up for this section and starting

fanctions on sugust 3, 1949. Maay of our smaller dairymen are taking advante




age of brosding their cows to proven sires.

Through improved methods of feeding, improviag pastures a0d better dalry
sows, the dairymen are producing milk more efficieatly. The dairymen
went on o Beltaville 10 see some of ths' experiment work being
carried Oa there,

DoH, 1.4

Seventeen of our local farmers belong to the Fredericksburg Deiry Herd
Improvement Associztiocn. Through more carefl selestion of heifers, by
comparing dam records, this group of dairymen are steadily increasing

thelr production per ¢ e county wgent SOrves as seorstary Lo Lhe

Livestook
ttle sumbers in Spotsylvasia County ere increasing withi thedla~

‘Mere were sssisted in veocisating thelr
ipplag fever. The Feeder Calf Sale was held
mors sold d b ht foesder calved,

There o sore puredred swine being produced in ths county. These unimuls

me priscipally fros 4~ ro jects.

The agent helped plu wiu & Horse Show in Zelaont community with

proeceads of whish went for community projects

County ageat helped deirymen with registration of calves and older

animels. assisted purs-bred swine bLreeders ‘g registrmtion of animuls.

e, Hortioulture

Jogebables grown in Lhe dounty are priceipally for home consusption.

Gardners are assisted by the county agent on information omn dissases,

insects wné varieties.




f. &xt-IVA Demonstrators

There are 12 active demonstrators. These men have beean conductirg democ-
strations of good land use, Tertilization, ocrop rotations for the past
10 years, Froa these demonstrators, many of their neighbdors have followed
thelr lead.

& Agriowltural Flassing

The agricultural committees of the three local Ruritan Clubs are helpful
in the forsalating and execution of the agriocultural program. These men
assist in allgricultural probleas.

he Cooperatives

The farsevs only organization in the county is the Farm Bureau. Couwnty
Agent assists in the progre: and asetings of the FYam Bureau.

1. Jorestry

There 18 & joonl county forester ww is in charge of fire preventions of
woodlands ir the ~ounty. This forester and 30il Conservation Teshnician
work closely with the oo y sgent on forestry problams,

&~ CLUD WK

8. A=d Club Organization

There are eight 4-H Clubs in the comnty composed ¢ 159 members. The
County 4=H Council is made up of all offiocer of all 4i-H clubs, Local
teachars act as leaders for the olubs in thedr school., Feighboring
farmers are used to assist in special projects such as dalry projects
and purebred pig projects.

b, Project Sork

Froject work wan exhibited at the County Field Day whioch is Achievement
Day for 4~H members., OJeventeen purebred dairy heifers anl twenty-cine
purebred pigswre exhibited. Prizes totaling $238.75 were won., Three
baby beef calves were sold ia the 4~i Baby Beef Sale in Fredericksburg.
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The Sears, Hoebusk cov-pig-hen project prizes were & purebred guerasey ocalf

and $60 1n omsh, Tuis year the Lreed of pigs wus changed froam purebred

Berkshires to purebred .ampshires. The Southern States GCooperative in
Fredericksburg sponsored Tive purebred Herkshire pigs with five 4« club
meabers.

4=H club boys pressnied progress at two local meetings. These programs
were $0 acqualnt the adults with thelir projects.

¢. achlevemsntis

The 4~ olub members oxhibited their 4-H projects at Field Day whiech is
in fect Ashiovenant Duy for the youths, Jl A=l members met ia L)

school with a meeting each month, t thone neectings these projects were
disoussed, such a8 minerels for hog project work, eto,

Bach A=H olud was tekes et Jenst ona educsntional ir during the year,
All club meaders weat on a dxy-trip to Feirview Beach for reareation, and
csndlelighting ceremony. Dwenty-two L(-H boys and 18 A-H girls attended
Jamestowm 4=H Camp.

FrUPSSSIONAL WORKERS' COwmNCLIL

The Frofessional Workers' Couucil is composed of sll farm and home service
sgencies working in Upotsyivania County. This group meets whan necessary
%o work an mutual prodlems.

COOPERATION WITH PRODUCTION & MARKETING AUMINISTRATION

The county sgent sssisted the local FMA committes in plansiog end ezecution
of theis year's progrem. In daily omtacts with farssrs, the benelfit of
this progrem is duscussed.

COOPERATION WITH CREDIT AND LOANING AGRICIES

The county agent works with farmers in assisting them with their credis

problems,




X COOFERATION ¥ITH DISTRICT 30IL CONSRS
fhe locat Soil Conservation Teeluleoismn and County Agant work closely toe
gether ia reaching the county farmers with tie Uistrist Soil Conservation
Frogran, Much work hos been done in the past year on planning programs
with the part-time farsers and assisting with building farm ponds,
SAVINGS BONDS
Jorked with local saving boids drive committes in coatroting farmers.
Asgistod Lo meiling al’ fermers letters concerning savings bonds.

vy wame T > ”
Blesbs ’ y . )

E

e three Auriten Club f g e sssisted LU planning ell Zxe
teasion programs. The eivie ¢ dty of fred ekalurg bhave
halped in sponsoriig projects for needy 4~ cludb members., The oivie clube
are vary much int«r d in al ricaltarel provless and Lo waye «nd

means that they ean sssist., The loocal newepaper and redio have been very
cooperative lu llsseminating egricultural information from the county ageat's
office. The Rurel Ninisters sssisted in Rursl Life Sundey with 4« elud
members participating.

WALUATION OF YEAR'G WORK

Due to inereased participation in 4-H olud work and the agent meeting more

farmeri, the extension program hes resched more rural people than last year,
4=d olub project, ss a whole, 3 re of much vetter guality and ia tum, late-
rest the adults more in 4-H cludb work,

Walt farmers are being reached through result demcnstrations, extamsioo
WA demonstrations and persosal servioces,

A=8 olud work is improving. Gince the @ unty has only one consolideated
high school, which offers FFA work, more of our A«H members «re from 10

ol yeurs old, A few 4~H olub boys remain in clud work in kigh school.

-be




More work needs to be done in improving 4~ projects. A part-time farmer

needs to he reached more completely with agricultural informatiom.




COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS

U 8. Department of Agriculture Fatenaton Service
wid State Agrieultural Colleges Washington, D

COMBINED ANNUAL REPORT OF COUNTY EXTENSION WORKERS
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SUGGESTIONS RELATIVE TO THE PREPARATION OF THE COUNTY EXTENSION
AGENT’'S ANNUAL REPORT

Six good reasons may be listed a3 to why an extension worker should prepare o comprehensive annual report.
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JENERAL ACTIVITIES
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EXTENSION ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING
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CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES
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FARM MANAGFMENT
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MARKETINC AND DISTRIBUTION
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HOUSING, FARMSTEAD IMPROVEMENT, AND EQUIPMENT
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH
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CLOTHING, FAMILY ECONOMICS, PARENT EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY LIFE
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SUMMARY OF ¢ H CLUB BOYS' AND GIRLS’ PROJECT
One club member may engage in two ar more projects. The sum of the projects Is therefore sreaier than the number of different club members oarolled
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WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN (OLDER RURAL YOUTH)
(Do not inctude work with -8 Clube)
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP '
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&. Number of such gr luring year.

fiffere

Number of different
) 2 ’ i mber of
4 Membearship in sue v
e . b umber of different
tal status and age gr

Also T

ool and ma
f--186 (a

Number of Diffe

Diffe

¢ groups

Individual young mcn and women not members o

D. Total number of young people worked with or assistod:

AppIe
vatior

-

4 L disconti

x atine (0 4 | - Prokats

Lae totad showid equal * o 976, orted on page | e my Meatio
yoas o " wit e

imenta

tond of #




MISCELLANEOUS
(Report here all work not properly included ander any of the headiags on preceding pages)
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