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TYFE OF AGRICULTURE

loe Comty was formed in 1792, The county is wedge shaped
ond 1ies between Keptucky and Tennessee in Virginda's extreme
southwest corner, ‘he county's land area 1s 434 8q. miles or
77,760 acres and the water area 4 8q, miles, Froem the 1954 censue
report, there are 3,116 farws in the county with an aversge sisze
of 54.9 scres, Geologically it 1s considered to be in the Vellay
end Ridge provinee or in the Appalachian Flatesu. Klevations vary
from 1200 feet on the Fowell River at the Termesses line to 3,732
feet in the northgrn tip above Keckee, Temperstures average 3¢
in Jamary end 737 in July, Precipitation is sbout 42 inches
ammally.

loe's economy is based upon its agrioulture and its rich
natural resowrces of timber and coal., The Powell Valley limestene

solls end bluegress pastures rroduce good crops and livestock,
Frincipal sources of farm income are burley tobacco, beef cattle,
and dairy products. Foultry and hoge are produced on ractically
all farme for home wee, There 18 & hatehing egg route in the
county.

There are three tobmcoo markets and two livestock markets
in the comnty,

Fony of the small farme are opermted by part time farmers
vho produce farm products for hame uwse. Seversl of the laryer,
but =411l smell, forms videh are locsted near towns and mining
ccmmmities produce fruits and vegetables for sale.




COUNTY ORCANIZATION

HON THE COUNTY EXTEXSION FROGRAM WAS DEVELOFED

The county Extension program is plamed ty the county
Agriculturs] Extension Service Board, The membershdip of the
board is listed below,

JUUNTY AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE BOARU

Flatwoods Comemmi ty Fleasant View Fast Lee Commnmity
Clud Compmnd ty Clud Club

¢. B, YeClure lester Parsons R, B, Vyutt

Russel) Cregory Clyde Garrett N, E, Smler

Mowy Comsmadty Clul Livestock Parmers County Forage Committee
John Scott W, D, Meliel Denver R, Browming
Mrs, Alice Bedrick R. 5, Orr
Forestry
Herbert Carter
Pairying Tobaceo Farmers
Mox Yoary M. J. Coomer County Agroncey Coemittee
Clyde Hobbe

Sankers Poultry Preoes
Browning Ym s, J,. B, Sexten George A, lee

The board, as 1isted above, met in Jonesville Pebruary 28,
1958 and wvorked out a county Flan of Vork for 1958, At this
mooting Mr, Mux Yeary was olected chairsen,

This type of planning has been wed in the county for the
past ten yoars and has been offective. It belps to tie the efforts
of the commmity clubs, livestock farmers, tobacco farmers,
commodity groupe, snd other agricultural agemcies together om
mny important projects throughout the year,

The Flan of Work was used by the county extension workers
a8 a guide for the agricultural mrogram during the year.




COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION

A, Situation and Needs at Degimning of Year

There were two active commmmity clubs at the beginming of
the year, They vere Fleasant View and Flatwoods., Both of these
csluts participated in the Bristol Ares Commmity Improvement
Contest in 1957. Flatwoods emtered the sweepstakes contest and
von $50, Fleasant Viev entered the open oomtest and won $240,00,

Farm people need scme type organisation to werk through
for coomumnity and coumty improvement,

B, Goals

Contime the two active clubs and arganise at least ome
new club,

Have .. commmity competing in the Bristol Area Improvement
Contest,

Have 10 or more pecple in attendance at the Area Awards
Banquet in Byristol in November,

Have four or more delegates from the olubs attend the Institute
of Buynl Affairs at V.P.I. in July.

Secure a cowmty sponsor and have a county comtest if two
or more commmities enter the area contest,

C. Methods

News articles vere prepared on the Commsunity Improvement
rrograr and other commmities were encourared to organise,

ixtension vorkers assisted the club officers and commdttecs
vith planning their programs, securing informetion, speskers and
filzs for their meetin




The clubs were assisted with special activities such as
enquets, plemics, fund reising sctivities and recreational
jrograms ,

Information on the Bristol Area Comtest was furnished each
elub, After Pleasant View voled to enter the contest a scrapbook
was ordered for them and they were assisted with plans for their
commmnity Judging.

D. Results

A new clud vas organised in the Camp Ground Commmmdty in
April, This club and the other two erganised ocssmmities meet
each momth,

The Fleasant Viev Comunity sntered the Bristol Area
Improvement Contest and placed in the bhlne grouwp, vimming $120.00
cash awnrd, They were also svarded §100,00 for having made more
coaammmnity improvement than any other commmmdity in the blue or
red group.

This cludb purchased a school in the commmity vhich was
being sold, to be uwed as a club house, The club raised money
nd padd for the property end during the ysar repaired the
foumdation, repaired i ¢ utside walls and purchased
silvervare and chin

Flatwoods an md Commmund ty each received e
cortificate from the t ; f Commerce, spomsors of the
area oomtest, for having had s ve olub in 1958,

Ten commudty clvh me=bhors and the county agent attended
the Aree Cammmity Leyrovement Avar< anguot and Workshop at
Bristol in November.

Thoee commamdty club members vere semt bty thedr clubs,
vith expens i, to the Institute of Rurel Affadirs ot V.F.I1.

he i rograms wvere on Sooial Secwrity,
AS .0, progrem, ¢ rvation end flms on agricultuwral
subjects,




Tvo of the clubs held Christaas banguets and had plonics
during the swmer, One ¢lub held a Thanksgiving btanguet. The
clubs had talent shows, ice creeam suppers, and bake seles a# money
making yrojects, The Fleasant View Club members rented .97 scre
of tobacco as & olud project, The members furnished all sachinery
and labor free and their half of the returms from the tobscco will
goe in the cludb trearmwer,

LIVESTUCK

Beof Oattle, Sheep and Swine

A. Situation and Needs st Begimning of Year

ldwestock 1s ome of the moet important emterprises in the
county, The last cemsus shows 18,194 cattle; 1433 sheep and lambe
and 4,855 hoge and pige, Swine bere have & d sl
vhile cattle and sheep mmbers have increased slightly since 1950,

The mmber of feeder calves sold through the cooperative
feeder sale in the county dropped frem 725 in 1956 to 605 in 1997,
More calves are needed to help drav out-of-state buyers,

There were 2900 pounds of wool sold through the county wool
pool in 1997. Thjluauboytumpo\nhm\hnmmu
through the pool in 1956, “he clear wool sold for #71.02 per
hndred

There are approximately 25 purebred beef cattle breeders
in the comty, most of vhich are small breeders,

The price and demand for beef cattle improved & little in
1957,

The Federa) Bang's eradication program started on mandatory
basis in 1957. About 95% of the cattle were tested in 19%7.




Goals
Place 50 high quality registered bulls,
Place 6 hMgh quality registared rems,
Place 6 high quality regilstered boare,
Complete 100% test for Bang's under the Federal progrem,
Sell 700 feeder calves through the local sals,

Sell 955 of the wool through the ccoperative pool.

C. Extension Methods

A feoder calf greding demomstration ves held with
representatives from the Animal Musbendry Department at V,P.I,
and the State Department of Agriculture present to grade and
talk shout the cattle. Information on the results of the
latest experiments using stilbestrol emplanted in grasing
cattle vas discussed by K, C, Williamson, extension animal

husbandean, V.F.I1.

Pive feeder calf producers were taken to the Rogereville,
Termessee feeder calf sale to observe the grading and selling of
the calves,

Arrangements wvere made for two calf producers to make
promotional trips wvith representatives of the Virginia Beef Cattle
PFroduwoers Association. One producer went teo Uhio, Michigan and
Indiana and the other one went to Kentucky, Indiana ond Ohdo.

Personal contacts vere made to discuss the calf sale with
some of the produwsers vho have not been selling calves through
the sale.

The importance of a good year round feed program, including
as peny grasing days as possible, wvas stressed during the year.
Also the advantages of good management practices such as culling,
rarasite and disease control, sarly castration, docking, dehcrming
and vaceinating of livestock,




The federsl and local veterinarians were assisted with
the Bang's testing mrogram ty Nunishing them with a list of
liveatock owners in coammmities that had not beem tested,

A letter vas sent to all sheep producers encoureging thes
to dock and castrute their lambs a5 the agyers ohjected to buck
lawbe being penned vith eve and wether lanmbe last yeer,

Purebred breeders were assisted with registering,
transferring and loceting suitable replacememts,

D, Results

There was a good demand for tulls all year. The goal of
S0 registered bulls was more than reached., There were several
bou:s sold from the purebred pig chain and other purebred breedere,
Six or wmore registered rams vere purchased, Most of these vare
rurchased through the Abingdom sale,

The county received a Modified Certified Brucellosis Free

Cortificate om March 27, 1958, vhich will rumn untdl March 27, 1961,

There were 55 calves scld for $70,038.39 the foeder
calf sale. The calves averaged §29.12 per hundred or $324.85 per
bead., The top pem of eleven steer calves, veighing 277 pounds,
sold at $40.50 per hmmdred, goal of 700 head was not reached,
This vas partly due to the large feed and grain crop
mking 1t posaible for the mroducers to oarry
The mrice and demand for cattle was good and
the farm, My of these farmers sold for less
wvould have brought tlrough the sale. A feeder calf sale
should be held early in 1959 to make plans for the fall sale.

8,622 pounds of wool sold through the county
& Company, Boston, Mess,, for $3,944.58, The elear
brought §46,55 per mndred. The extension vorkers knev of
two vool producers that didn't sell through the poel.

More registered sov and boar piges were placed in 1958 thean
had been placed in any one year for s mmber of yuars,




AGRONOMY
A. Sttuation and Needn at Beginmning of Year

The 1955 census shows 42,467 acres of eropland and 70,375
scres of pasture land, making a total of 112 842 scres of land
in the county used in the preduetion of famm products other than
tizber., The privary use of these scres 1s to supply feed for
the livestoak,

The main cash crop is 2007 scres of burlay tobecco., The
demand and price for red tobacco and tobacco of low quality was
the highest in hMatory in 1956 snd 1957. Tvo tobacco stripping
and sorting demonstrations ‘ave been held each year for several
years,

Rybrid corn and tobmcco variety tests have been conducted
in the county sach year for a mmber of ysars, Up to date
infarmation on best varieties is needed sach year,

More alfalfs, clover, improved pesture, increased yields
of row erops, strip cropping and a better understanding of sedls
is needed,

latest informetion om crop diseases and imsect control is
noeded by the farmers each year, Alse information on irrigation
systems and siloe 1s needed.

B, Goals

Fublish coumnty crop recammendation sheet and get this
information to 60F or more of the farmers and all of the seed
dealers,

Get 25 or more farmers to atiend the fleld dayw at the
experiment stationa,

Contimme corm and tobmoco variety tests and hold field
mootings at each test,

Conduot three tobaceo stripping and sorting demonstrations
in different sections of the coumtby.




Increase participation in the A5.0, mrogrem,

C. Methods

A meeting of all mrofessiomal agricultural vorkers was
beld in Jemuary. At this meeting the latest information on the
county variety tests and experiment station recommendations vere

iscussod and a county crop variety recamendation sheet vas
rrepared and distributed,

Arrangements vore made with the experiment station and
local farwer for a corn and tobacco wariety test for the cownty.

Ferresentatives from the Tobecoo Greding Service vere
oontacted and secured to put on stripping and sorting demomstrations,

Agricultural vorkers and farmers were notified of the field
daye in the county and at the nearty experiment stations,

The lmniel Boone Soll Conservetion Mstrict wes sssisted
with a Soil Aprreciation School,

‘he soll testing service was momtioned in a mmber of news
articles, mootings and through persomal comtacts,

Many farwers were assisted vith crop diseases and incect
problems ,

Specialists asaisted vith laying out an irrigation system,

P. Results

The coumty crop recommendstion sheet was published in
January and several coples vere semt to agricultural workers,
seod and fertiliszer dealers and givem out at commamity club
meetings and through the office, The goal of reaching 6% or
more of the farmers was reached,

FMeld meetings were held at the corn and tohasco varisty
test at the time they were harvested,




Betwoen 25 and 30 farmers attended the field meeting at
the experiment station at Greemeville, Tennessee and Emory, Va.,
vhere tobacco, corn, pasture, alfalfs and livestock oxperiments
vere explained,

One lnmdred and five farmers and FFPA boys attended one of
the three tobacco stripping and sorting demcmstrations,

There was a large mumber of orop Aiseeses and insects
identified on the farm and through the specialists at V.P.I. and
control recammendations made,

215 soil samples vere sent in and fertilisation recommendations
sent to the farmers,

Specialist laid out ome large Lrrigation system,

A land Appreciation School was held in the Blackwater
commmnity vith 25 or more farmers attending,

DALRY NG

A, Situstion end Needs at Begimning of Year

Pairying is an important enterprise in the comty. The
production of grade A milk has been on the increase for the mast
ten yoars,

Thore are 56 grade A dairies in the cowmty, and a grade C

route covering the western half of the coumty. The outlook for
further expansion of grude A and mamufwctured milk 48 pood,

There 1s an artificial breeding association and a Uairy
Herd Improvement Associstion serving Lee and Wise Counties, There
vere 437 cows bred artificially and five herds using DHIA testing.
More cows are needed in each of these associations,

Good labor for dairying 1s scarce and high,

Average woduction per cow 1s low,




e C nilk route to cover other
jalrywen to b=11d elevated milking

mr-round fooding rogram for dairy cattle,

) £ the DHIA and ABA were held with extension
erorentatives from the tweoding centur assisting.

»

Each association vas assisted vith their equimment and records,

"he A.B.A, tecimiclian resigned in April, The directore of
the Artifigial PBreeding Associstion were called together and after
making severn] comtacta the directors hired a nev tecimician who

tock trelining ond wen o

: 1o} aln n
bo job since,

Arrangements were made for the grade A producers to make a
tour of four grade A dairies near Abingdon, Va, and for the grade
C roducers %o make a towr of pwde € dairies in the '.‘rzmll'
Ternecsno area.

Meetings wo palled for all fumers interested in o grade
C route for the eastern half of the county. Representatives from
Eraft Foods, Greeneville, Tennessee, attended the meetings.

In cooperation wvith the extension dairy department a grade
lairy survey was completed with 1001 reporting,

The DEIA supervisor and the oomty agent attended the area
DEIA supervisors meeting in Marion,




Information on year-round forage plan, building plame,
feoding and management vere furnished the dairymen,

D. Results

A nev technician was hired by the directors of the Lee-Wise
AB.A, when Roy Rasnic resigned., There vere 501 cow bred
artificially during the year,

The lee-Wise ABA and DHIA held their ammual meotings and
officers elected for the year,

Fifteen dairymen and the extension agents made a tour of
four grade A dairy farms near Abhingdon., lebor saving practices
such as self feeding of silage, pols type tramp sheds, milking
parlors, bulk tanks end automatic washers vere observed. Ome
lairymen making the tour has built duildings sisdlar to the omes
seen on the tour, Seven bulk tanks have been purchased. Tvo new
grade A dairies started selling milk during the year, giving a
total of 58 at the end of the year,

Seven farmers went on the tour of grade C producers to
see elevated stalls, cow to can milkers and self feeding of
silage, OUne elovated milking arrengesent has beem "milt and
sthers are plamed for the near future,

A grede C milk route was established in April, covering
the sastern RIS of the county, by Kraft Foods, There are 70
producers on the routs in Lee County.

Farmers built new silos, barns and tramp sheds frem plans
furnished through the extension office,

The grade A dairy survey showed sope very interesting
facts, a fov of which are listsd Selow, The 56 grade A dairymen
had 1496 milk cows, an aversge of 26,7 per farm, These covs
produced an average of 22,2 pounds of milk on the day the
juesticmmairs vere filled out, There were 640 acres of alfalfa
vhich gave one-half an acre per cow, and 670 scres of silage or
«52 acre per cow, There vere 2800 scres of pasture, or an
average of 2,5 acres per cow,




4=H CLUB PROGRAM

A. Sitvation and Needs at Begimning of Year

There were eieven 4-H clule in lee County with a total of
368 members carrying 558 projects, 463 projects were completed
during 1957.

Three local leaders sssisted with elub work, All eludb
moetings are held in schools with one clud meeting at private
homes during sumer vecation,

County 4-H activities include: anmual Junior Idvestock
Show in April; a seven sov 4l Duree pig chain, sponsored by
local bank; ammual county piemic held in August; county 4-H float
in Lee County Tobacoo Festival and the county Achievement Duy
progrem in Novemler,

Out of county 4(-H sctivities includes Bristel Junior
ldvestock Show in April; Senior 4-H Camp at Clyde Austin 4-H Camp,
Greeneville, Temn,, vith six other Virginia cownties; Junior 4.H

Camp at Hintem, ¥V, Va.; 4=l State Short Course and All Star
Conference at «.v.u." State Comservation Cemp, Virginia Beach
snd Electric Congress, Richmond,

&=l CQlub vork is spomsored bty locel tusiness people, They
contributed a total of $450 during 1997,

&l medals, money and tripe to the State Short Course are
wed in recognizing outstanding project and leadership work,

Older members drop out of scme of the clubs, More local
leaders and the support of paremts would strengthen the olud
rogram.

Trameportation and expenses to and from owt-of-ocounty events
are very expensive because of the location of the county.




B, Goals
Increase mmber of clubs frem 11 to 12,
Secure two additional local leaders,

Continue all county and outeof-county meetings during the
year and sncoursge members to participate,

Send the full county quota to the Junior and semior camps,

Contimue the 4l pig chain and mowe it %o a nev clud
during the year,

Have 85% project campletion,
Have two or more comty council meetings in 1958,

Encourange members to enter records in district and state
competition,

Give 4l medals, $6.00 per project, and two expense padd
trips to State Short Courve for outetanding rroject and leadership
achiovements,

Erect three 4i-H roed signe on the main hMghways entering
the comty.

C. Methods

Organise one nev club and encourage more members to campete
for district and state awards,

Contact prospective local leaders for clubs that do not
bave leaders, Mention the need for leaders at county 4-H events,
Achievement Duy, and by other means of comsunicetion,

Encourage the members to participate in the Junior and
senior campe with the intentiom of building up grester 4-H clud
interest within both age groups,
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{ FROGRAM

ituation and Boginning of Year
Demonstrat! mo started in 1935 and hes continued

There wvere 20 activ monstrations well distridbuted over
county with all sises and types of farms being represented.
is quota is set by the T.V.A, and Extension Service.
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The program hes done much to promote the incressed use of
fertiliser as well as other improved prectices,

Demonstrators need to keep more accurate records of yoarly
operations and better ~utlined check plots,

Some demcnstrators should take greater advamtege of the
igh analysis fertiliszer to meet thair particular needs,

Gonln

AdA

Clese ovt 7 with 1008 completion and set ug
records,

Have at least cme check plot om each demonwtration fars,

Bring sommal plar de n all demonstration farms,

Association of Tennesses Valley ™ rilies

(ne or more demonstrators t the ammual meeting of the

y Asheville, X, C,

Order materisl needed on fields that qualify and agreed
Y demonstrator

5

€. Methods

Each demonstrator 1s encowrag to obtein ol & igh
analysis fertiliser as ro ls to moet his needs, and to attend
f1eld dave st armerive-+ bl

Assistance ws siven o the

,‘.,hl-[ -t 1Y.L‘
setting up record books,

A jolint meetins eld vith Ext.TVA persomel %o determine

noeds and plans for the year
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KINOR PROJECTS

POULTRY

Most every farw family keep poultry for home meat and ogg
supply. The 1954 o 8 shows 90,732 chickens on farwe, vhich
“as 30,754 chickens less than in 1950, There were 1,040 turkeys

in 1954

There are apmroxirately 20 farmers with rather small flocks
rodueing hatehing eggs.

A comty wide poultry meeting was held early in Pebruary
with a speeialist assisting. The following toples were discussed:
outlock, management, efflcient feeding and commereial egy
rroduction,

Information on housing, feeding and management of poultry

ie avallable to farmors through the office, meetings, by

il visits to the farm and to 4-H project members,
FORESTRY

About onewfifth of the farmland in the coumty 1s in
voodland,

Through the forest warden and other agricultural werkers
s total of 4,737,838 tree seedlings have been set to date., About
100,000 of these were set in 1958,

Tvo woodlot management demonstrations vere set up in 1958,
Extension and TVA foresters made a survey of all timber in esch
voodlot, They marked the timber ready for harvest and accurate
records are to be kept on everything seld from the woodlot. These
woodlots are being used by the FFA and Young Farmers Clubs for
training in estimating timber and species identification,

Farmers are assisted in getting their timber marked by the
Forest Service and ordering seedlings.




B ARD HOME | LOPMENT PROGRAM

The Farm and Home Develomment Program is more of & farm
levelomment rogrem since there 1s no home demenstration agent
in the county.

The men agents have worked with 20 femiliss on intensive
fare planning and memagement during the year, A mmber of farm
visits vere made to these farmers and assistance givem on erop
rotation, fertilisation, tmildings, herd and flock replacements,
s0il eomservation and farm management.

W vorking regularly vith these farmers the agents can be
X much more help to them,
TRAWEERRY PRODUCTION AND MARKETING

Information an the production and harvesting of strevberries
Vas made available to all stravberry growers during the year,

The stravberry grovers had a lot of trouble selling their
berries in 1956, They asked the county agent to help them organi e
s cooperative pool for 1957, Eighteen members joined and sold
their berries through the pool that year. Jhe growers asked that
& meeting be called in March, vhich was dome, to determine interest
in contimuing the pool. The growers requested that the pool be
continued and decided on a nbu-:h*p foo of $7.00, They elected

of ficers and three nev directors, *he directors hired s mansgor
for the pool and requested the comnty agent to request a state
grader for their berries,

A state grader was secured, st no cost to the growers this
year, through the Division of Markets, Riclmond, Va, Mr, Ed
Garland, mrketing agent, Division of Markets, also essisted
part of the season with yromoting the sals of berries,

There vere 1018 2/-quart erates and 179 24{-pint crates
sold through the asscoiation. The farmers net per 24 quart crate
8 $5.10 or 21,3¢ per quart. This was considered a falr yrice




e & mmber of 24 o ) w a8 §2,00 to $3.00

the county and

m vas nmostly with the home
L sties, fertilisation, we of
control were dlstributed to farmers,

COOPERATIUN I AGRICULTURAL AGENCIES

During the year the oxtension rersomne] ccopareted with
ricultural agencies which yrovided an offective meanw
aohing more peo

The county agent served as a supervisor of the Danmiel
reation Pistrioct & the ysar,
ponthly meetings vere attended and
elp the technician could giwe them during the year,

The Duniel Bocne 50i] Conservetion District wes aseisted
ith two meetings in the Mackwater cammmity on a Vatershed
o ject,

The Agricultural Stabilization and Comservation Administration
vas aseisted with selecting prectices for the 1999 A.0.P. program,

The F.F.A, and veterans instructors were assisted with
seowring informetion, filme and speakers for their classes during
the year. A mmber of demonstrations vere conducted during the

ar canveniemt for the ol to attend and In cooperation with
the irstruotors,

MISCE LLANE(US
Vith assistance from an extension specialist a county wide

mooting on Social Security and Income Tax was held in Jamary.
The interest and attendance at this meeting was good,




A mmber of articles and plotures were furnished the
Mddleshoro Dally News for a special furm edition of their paper.

S84x fars men and voren the county gpgent attended the

s
Institute of Rure) Affaire ot V,P.I,

The county fair was sssisted with securing Judges and the
comty agent judged the crops and wltry exhibits at the Scott

Coumty Foir,

ENERAL ROUTINE WORK

Routine work takes up quite a bit of the agents' time but
4% 1s comsidered an Important phase of the extemnsiom progrem. In
1958, 809 farm ard home visits were made; 134 newe stories or
articles wvritten; 7769 teleghone calls; 3172 bulletine distributed
nd 2624 office ocalls taken care of ,




IT TEST-DEMONSTRATION FARM OF

Dosert vt inn

The farming unit comsists of 63 scres, with around 4 acres
f annual orops; 14 scres in alfalfs, and A4 acres in permanent
mature, and approximately ] acre in woods, lots, garden, ete,
It 15 a beef cattls farm vith & cov and calf herd gs the rjclr
beef enterprise, The mrincipal soil type is Mullerton., “he owmer,
is vife and two children live on the famm.

Progress and Results

The following changes and improvements have teken place on
this fare since %he begimning of their test-demomstration progranm
in Janvary, 1954.

This test-demonstrator has made a definite change in land.use
by changing the cropping system of a J year rotation of com, small
grein end hay to more grasaland type farming., The farming system
vas adjusted to both soil and slopes in the interest of maximm
comservation, along vith improved fertilisetion, liming, good seed,
better l1ivestock and other menagement practices, The permanent
resture lms been divided into four fields of about equal sise so
that maxizaum we of the pasture may be accomplished by rotation
grazing. During 1957, all of the pasture was not needed to oarry
the cattle, therefore, five scres were out twice for hay and them
the aftermath growth wes grased. The scres in erops have been
reduced from 26 in 1954 to 20 in 1997, or a total of 6 acres, which
has been comverted to permanent pasture and hay. The acreage of
ulfalfe has increesed from 2.5 acres in Jummary 1954 to 14 acres in
1957, or a total 11.5 scres increase, Corn soreage has decressed
from 6 acres in Jamuary 1954 to 1.5 scres in 1957 and the total
rield has either been about the same as for the 6 scres or “een o
little higher. Also, the grasing capscity of the pastures has
incressed 338 and the mmder of animel undts has inereased shout
29% during this period; and the receipts per snimsl wdt have
inereased relative to the rrice-cost relation, Ihe tohaceo
screage allotment has been reduced from 0.9 sere in 1954 to 0.7




- . " - ‘neveased Prom 2
pounds 54 ¢ 1 pouas 57. The operator and ids
fandly provide all e iabor © at s required on this gressland
type farm, 1 3 < evices have been wed on

t s % mount of farm labor required,

fvestock farm with the cow and calf
NCC Al ]
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The quality of
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capital mmud in livestock
to about 108 in 1957,
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ther mit testedemonstration
n ‘he county hes left a lasting
y this cooperator is satisfied and very happy
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3} the best method of saving and
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Righlights of the Farm Business

The total investment has inereased about 1235 since 1954.
Most of the inoresse wes in livestook, machinery and buildings.

Total receipts haye decreased an the sversge of 178 for
55 and 1956, In 1957 total receipts increased sbout 1285 over
56. The 1958 income will be higher than the 1957,

9

1
1

Crop yields have increased om all crops over the four yoar
period, The Burley tobacco yield has increased about 33% over
the four year period and the tobecoo acreage has been reduced
fram 0,9 to 0,7 of an acre,

2 crops have decreased 235 from 1954 through 1957,
b acres,

In 1954 there were 20 animal undts pastured on )0 acres
of yasture and in 1957 there vere 28 animal units pastured on 28
acres of pasture,
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DESCRIPTION OF COUNTY

lee County was formed in 1792. The county is wedge-shaped
and 1ies between Kentucky and Temnessee in Virginia's extreme
southwest cormer. The county's land area is 434 8q. miles or
277,760 acres and the water area 4 sq, miles. From the 195, census
report, there are 3,116 farms in the county with an average size
of 54.9 acres, Geologically it is comsidered to be in the Valley
and Ridge mrovince or in the Appalachian Plateau. Elevations vary
fram 1200 feet on the Fowell River at the Temnessee line to 3,732
feet in the northern tip above Keckes, Temperatures average 39" in
January and 73 in July., Precipitation is about 48 inches anmually.

lee's economy is based w its agriculture and its natural
resources of timber and coal. Powell Valley limestone soils
and bluegrass pastures rroduce good crope and livestock. Prinecipal
sources of farm income are burley tobacco, beef cattle, and dairy
products. Poultry and hogs are produced on practically all farme
for home use, There 1s a hatching egg route in the county and a
fov commercial broilers are produced,

There are three tobacco markets and two livestock markets
in the county.

Many of the small farms are operated by part time farmers
vho produce farm products for home use. Then several of the larger,
but still small, farms vhich are located near towns and mining
communi ties produce fruits and vegetables for sale,

CHANGES IN THE SITUATION
Frice-cost squeeze.

labor costs are up and good farm labor is scarce.

Soil Bank Program.

Wise farm management is necessary for a profitable farm enterprise.

Beef cattle prices are up a little and there is more demand
for them,

Grain prices are down a little,




HOW THE COUNTY EXTENSION PROGRAM WAS DEVELOFPED

The county Extension program is planned by the county
Agricultural Extension Service Board. The membership of the board
is listed below,

COUNTY AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE BOARD

Flatwoods Comsmunity Fleasant View East Lee Comsmmity
Club Commmmnity Club Clud

C. B, MeClure Lester Farsoms R, B, Wyatt

Russell Gregory Clyde Garrett H, E, Shuler

Midvay Commmmity Club Livestock Farmers County Forage Commdittee
John Scott W, D, McNiel Denver R, Browning
Mrs, Alice Hedrick R, 8, Orr, Sr,
Forestry
Herbert Garter
Dairying Tobacco Farmers
Max Yeary M. J. Coomer County Agromomy Commdttee
Clyde Hobbs

Bankers Poultry Press
Browning Wynn Mrs, J, E, Sexton George A, lee

The board met at Jonesville on February 28, 1958 and assisted
the Extension persomnel in working out a county Flan of Work for
1958. At this meeting Max Yoary was elected chairman of the group
for 1958,

GENERAL COUNTY FROBIEMS, NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES

low incowe for small farm operations. Small farmers are
depending too much on tobaceo for their cash income,

More soil and water conservation practices needed,

Rootknot nematodes are decreasing yields of tobacco on some fields,




More efficient dairy menagement and higher production.
There is a demand for more Grade A and manufactured milk,
Higher percentage of beef calves that will grade fancy and cholce,

Farmers with extra labor can inerease income with Turkish tobacco.

LIVESTOCK
BEEF CATTIE, SHEEP AND SWINE
Situation
Iivestock is one of the most important enterprises in the county,

Cattle and calves totaled 18,194; sheep and lambs 1433 and
hogs and pigs 4,855 in 1954.

According to the cemsus, swine numbers have decreased
slightly vhile cattle and sheep mmbers have increased
slightly since 1950,

The number of feeder calves sold through the cooperative
feeder sale in the county dropped from 725 in 1956 to 505 in
1957. More calves are needed to help drav out of state buyers,

The percemtage of fancy and choice calves in the county sale
was 20% campared with 37% for the state,

There were 8900 pounds of wool sold through the county wool
pool in 1957. This was about 3400 pounds more than was sold
through the pool in 1956. The clear weol sold for $71.(2 per
hundred,

There are approximately 25 purebred beef cattle breeders in
the county, most of which are small breeders,

The price and demand for beef ecattle improved a little in 1957.

The Federal Bang's eradication program started on mandatory basis
in 1957. About 95% of the cattle were tested inm 1957. The other
5% will be campleted early in 1958,




Extension Methods

A special effort will be made to get the feeder calf producers
that sold calves through the sale in 1957, as well as producers
vho did not sell through the sale, out to an educational
meeting. At this meeting plans and requirements for the sale
will be discussed and voted on. Personal visits will be made
to discuss the calf sale with some of the producers who have
not been selling through the sale,

Idvestock producers will be kept informed on available sires
locally, and dates of nearby purebred sales,

Point out to farmers the importance of a good year round feed
program including as many grazing days as possible. Also

point out advantages of good management practices such as
culling, parasite and disease control, early castration, docking,
dehorning and vaccinating.

Assist federal and local veterinarians with completing the
Bang's testing program.

Assist the local cooperative with the county wool pool.

A letter will be sent to all sheep mroducers encouraging them
to dock and castrate their lambs as the buyers objected to
buck lambs being pemned with ewe and wether lambs last year,
Assist purebred breeders with registering, transferring, and
locating suitable replacements,

Goals for 1958

Flace 50 high quality registered bulls.

Flace 6 high quality registered rams,

Flace 6 high quality registered boars.

Flace 100 good ewes,

Complete 100% test for Bang's under the Federal program,

Sell 700 feeder calves through local sale and increase
percentage of fancy and choice calves 10% above 1957.




Sell 95% of the wool through the cooperative pool.

UAIRYING
Situatiom

Dairying is an important enterprise in the county., The pro-
duction of grade A milk has been on the increase for the past
ten years,

There are 56 grade A dairies in the county, and a grade C
route covering the western half of the county. The ocutlook
for further expansion of grade A and manufactured milk is good.

There is an artificial breeding association and a Dairy Herd
Improvement Association serving Lee and Wise Counties. There
were 437 cows bred artificially and five herds using DHIA

testing. More cows are needed in each of these associatioms.

Good labor for dairying is scarce and high.

Average production per cow is low,

Extension Methods

The anmual A.B.A. and D.H.I.A., meetings will be held early in
the year with a good educational program set up for each meeting,

A tour will be planned for Lee County dairymenm to visit three or
four dairymen in the Abingdon area. They will see labor saving
practices such as pipe line milkers, self feeding of silage in

bunker silos, handy feeding hay sheds and concrete loafing lots,

A tour will be planned for manufactured milk producers to visit
several Grade C dairymen near Tazewell, Tennessee. On this tour
they will see cow to can milkers and platform type inexpensive
milking parlors,

Work will be donme with dairymen on feeding, breeding, selecting
replacements and other management problems,




Flans for dairy btuildings end laws regulating the production
of milk will be kept on hands for new dairymen.

Three evening meetings will be held during March or April for
dairymen and their herdsmen. Dairy specialist will discuss
care of the cow at milking time, feeding and labor saving
practices,

Goals for 1958

Artificially breed 600 cows,

Inerease cows on DHIA test by 75.

Assist with establishing Grade C milk route to cover other areas
of the county.

Get three more dairymen to self feed silage in next year,
Get two or more grade C dairymen to build elevated milking
platform,

AGRONOMY
Situation
Tobaceo is the main cash crop. The quality in 1957 was below
average due to a dry period followed by three weeks of rain

late in the season,

The price of tobacco was high for the first two weeks then
dropped, especially on low quality tobaceco.

Three farmers marketed Turkiszh tobaceo in 1957. ‘he quality wvas
good on two crops, fair on the third erop.

Farmers need the latest information on the best field erop
varieties,

A better forage program is needed on many farms, More farmers
need to grow alfalfa,




Extension Methods

Farmers will be encouraged to produce good quality tobacco
through meetings, personal contacts, news articles and field
meetings.

Three tobacco stripping and sorting demonstrations will be
held with the assistance of a Government tobacco grader.

Arrangements will be made with M, J, Coomer to plant a hybrid
corn and tobacco variety test on his farm, Mr. Ed Shmlkeum
and Dr, R, G, Henderson from the experiment station at V.P.I.
will help with these tests,

Field meetings will be held for farmers to see the results of
these tests at harvest time,

Seed will be secured for farmers interested in growing Turkish
tobacco. Farm visits with the Turkish tobacco specialist will
be made to farmers growing this type tobacco.

Farmers will be taken to the Greemeville, Temn. and Emory, Va.
experiment station field days to observe tobacco, forage crops,
irrigation, livestock and other experiments,

Tvo or more nematode control demonstrations will be comducted
with Wyatt Osborme, assistant extension plant pathologist,
V.P.I., aseisting,

New varieties and production methods om all crops will be made
availaple to farmers,

Encourage farmers to take advantage of ASC program,

Goals for 1958,

Publish county crop recommendation sheet and get this information
to 60% or more of the farmers and all of the seed dealers,

Get 25 or more farmers to attend the field days at the experiment
stations,




Increase alfalfa acreage at least 10%,
10 or more farmers build bunker, trench or upright silos to
improve their forage feeding program.

POULTRY

“ituation
Most every farm family keep poultry for home meat and egg supply.

The 1954 census shows 90,732 chickens on farms, which was 30,754
chickens less than in 1950, There were 1,040 turkeys in 1954.

Many farm flocks are not profitable,

There are approximately 80 farmers with rather small flocks
producing hatching eggs and three or four producing broilers,
The broiler flocks average around 3500 birds,

Eggs and poultry are shipped into the coumty.

Poultry and egg prices are a little better than they were a

Jear ago,

Extension Methods

A county wide poultry metinﬁ will be held early in the year

with specialist assisting. ‘he following topics will be
discussed: outlook, management, efficient feeding and
commercial egg production,

Information on housing, feeding and management of poultry will
be made available to farmers through the office, meetings, and
by persomal visits to the farm, and will be given to 4-H
poultry project members,

Encourage poultrymen to purchase chicks that come from disease
free and high producing strains.




Promote more pastures for poultry.

Farmers with disease problems will be assisted, and if necessary,
birds sent to the diagnostic laboratory for post-mortem
examination.

Check further into the possibility of getting a graded commereial
egg market established,

Goals for 1958

Increase size of laying flocks by at least tem percent during
the year.

Increase size of broiler flocks by 25 percemt.

}'hroush improved management increase income from farm flocks.

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
Situation

“he farm garden is important in the family food supply. Most
every farm family has a garden but many of them do a poor job
on sumer and fall gardens.

Twenty farmers were assisted last year in setting up an in-
corporated stravberry marketing organization. There were only
415 crates sold through the pool due to extreme dry weather at
harvesting time. The growers estimated arownd 3000 erates about
30 days before marketing time.

Necessary reports in connection with the Stravberry Cooperative
were filed and Franchise taxes have been paid for the 1958 year.

4. The volume of berries is very important in cooperative marketing
as it cuts down on cost per crate for transportation and
management,




Extension Methods

A meeting of the strawberry growers will be held in April to
discuss production and marketing problems for 1958, Election
of officers for the co-operative marketing organizatiom will
be held, The growers will be assisted with making plans for
the operation of their strawberry pool.

Assistance with marketing the crop will be requested from the
Virginia Division of Markets and the marketing specialist at
Y. 7. 1.

The latest recommendations on vegetable and fruit varieties,
fertilization and disease and insect control measures will

be furnished farmers,

Goals for 1958

Sell 80 percent of the strawberries produced in the county
through the cooperative marketing organizationm.

Pack a fev top quality berries in plastic pint cups and try
to develop market for them,

Improve quality of berries.

4-H CLUBS
Situation
There were eleven 4-H clubs in lee County with a total of 368

members carrying 558 projects. 463 projects were completed
during the year,

Three local leaders asesisted with elub work. All elub meetings
are held in schools with ome club meeting at private homes
during summer vacation,

County 4~H activities include: annual Junior ldvestock Show in
April; a seven sow 4-H Duroc plg chain, sponsored by local bank ;
annual county pienic held in August; county 4-H float in Lee
County Tobacco Festival and the county Achievement Day program
in November,




4.

Out of county 4-H activities include: Bristel Junior ldvestock
Show in April; Senior 4(-H Camp at Clyde Austin 4-H Camp,
Greemeville, Tenn,, with six other Virginia counties; Junior
4~H Camp at Hinton, W, Va,; 4-H State Short Course and All Star
Conference at V,P.I.; State Conservation Camp, Virginia Beach;
and Electric Congress, Richmond.

4~H Club vork is sponsored by local business people. Thsy con-
tributed a total of $450 during the year,

4-H medals, money and trips to the State Short Course are used
in recognizing outstanding project and leadership work,

Older members drop out of same of the clubs. More local leaders
and the support of parents would strengthen the club program,

Transportation and expenses to and from out~of-county events are
very expensive because of our locatiom,
Extension Methods

Organize one new club and encourage more members to compete for
district and state awards,

Contact prospective local leaders for eclubs that do not have
leaders. Mention the need for leaders at county 4(-H events,
Achievement Day, and by other means of commmication.

Encourage the members to participate in the junior and senior
camps with the intention of building up greater 4-H club
interest within both age groups,

Continue all county and out-of-county 4{-H activities held in
1957 and send two members to the Resource Develorment Camp at
Fontana, N, C.
Goals for 1958

Increase mmber of clubs from 11 to 12.

Jecure two additional local leaders.




3

sontinue all county and out-of-county meetings during the year
and encourage members to participate.

end the full county quota to the junior and senior campe.

Continue the 4-H pig chain and move it to a new club during

the year,
Have 85% project completiom.
Have two or more county council meetings in 1958,

Encourage members to enter records in district and state
competition.

Give 4{-H medals, $6.00 per project, and two expense paid tripe
to State Short Course for outstanding project and leadership
achievements,

Erect three (-H road signs on the main highways entering the
county.

E UNIT DEMONSTRATIONS
Situation

Demonstration program was started in 1935 and has continued
to date,

There were 20 active demonstrations well distributed over the
county with all sizes and types of farms being represented.
This quota is set by the TVA-Extension Service.

leck of a home agent limits the home phase of demonstratioms.

The county wide organization of demomstration farmers is known
as the lee County Soil Conservation Association.

The program has done much to promote the increased use of
fertilizer as well as other improved practices,

Demonstrators need to keep more accurate records of yearly
operations and better outlined check plots,

12




Some demonstrators should take greater advantage of the high
analysis fertilizer to meet their particular needs.
Extension Methods

Take applications for prospective demonstration farmers.

Work closely with the demonstration farmers and assist them with
farm management and plamning.

Have at least one meeting of all demomstrators amnually and
provide transportation for all of those interested to attend
the annual meeting of the Southwest Virginia Agricultural
Association at Abingdon.

Make plans for and conduct tours of outstanding demonstrations.
Local association to pay anmual dues to the Treasurer of
Association of Tennessee Valley Farm Families and the annual
dues to the Southwest Virginia Agricultural Association.

Encourage and assist farmers in taking advantage of all
available demonstration material.

Assist with getting soil samples on demonstration farms and in
making recommendations based on tests,

Assist farmers with laying out check plots,

Goals for 1958

Add three or four new demonstrations and keep total up to the
number allowed by T . V.A,

Close out 1957 records with 100% completion and set up 1958
records, Also complete Extension Form 56 for all demomstrators.

Have at least one check plot on each demonstration farm.

Bring annual plans up to date on all demonstration farms,




5.

One or more demonstrators attend the anmual meeting of the
Association of Termessee Valley Farm Families, Sheffield,
Alabama ,

COMMINITY ORGANIZATIONS

Situation

Commmnity organizations have proved to be a very effective way
to work with farm people.

There are four organized commmmities in the cowmty.

Two clubs entered the Bristol Area Commmity Improvement Contest
in 1957. The Flatwoods Commmity won second place in the
sweepstakes contest and the Fleasant View Cammmity placed in
the Blue group. The Midway and East lee Commmmities received
certificates for having had active oclubs during the year,

These clubs completed marny commmity, farm and hame projects
during the year,
Extension Methods
Extension workers will assist committees with plamming their

programs, securing information, speakers, and films for their
meetings .,

The clubs will be assisted with special activities such as
plenics, banquets, fund raising activities and recreational
programs .

Information will be furnished them on the Bristol Area Improve-
ment Contest. If more than one commmity enters the contest
& county contest will be held,




Goals for 1958
Organize at least cne nev commmity.

Have a commumnity competing in the Eristol Area Improvement
Contest.

Have ten or more people in attendance at the Area Awards
Iuncheon in Bristol in November.

Four or more delegates from the clubs attend the Institute of
Rural Affairs at V.P.I, in July.

Have a county contest and spomsor if two or more commmities
enter the contest,
FARM AND HOME DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Situation
There were twenty cooperators during 1957.

This work has been more on the farm side due to the fact there
is no home agent in the county,.

More time is needed to develop this progrem as it should be.

Extension Methods

Work closely with present cooperators and furnish them all
assistance possible on new prectices that will be helpful
to them,

Discuss the program with other families that might be in-
terested in the program and encourage them to participate
in the program.

Goals for 1958

Add four or five




Continve present cooperators.

FORESTRY
Situation

About 1/5 of the land in the county is in forest. A part of
this is in mountains and rough land,

Many acres of forest land burns over each year,

Many idle acres of land should be set to tree seedlings.
Through the forest warden and other agricultural workers a
total of 4,637,838 tree seedlings have been set to date,
Most of these have been furnished free by T.V.A,

State Forester has marked timber for a few farmers in the
county.

Extension Methods

Assist county forest warden with tree orders,

Establish a forestry demonstration which will demonstrate good
forestry management practices, Extension and TVA foresters

will sssist with setting up the demonstration and set up the
bench mark information,

Publicity will be given the timber marking service available
through the State Forest Service,

Goals for 1958

Set up a forest management demonstration to be used for
educational purposes,

Set 100,000 tree seedlings in the county.




OTHER ACTIVITIES

The other agricultural agencies in the county will be
asgisted with the over-all agricultural program all during the
year. New bulletins, leaflets, and results of experiments will
be forwarded on to them as soon as they are received from the
experiment station.

The county agent will serve as supervisor of the Daniel
Boone Comservation District and assist the A.S5.C, Committee in
every way possible,

Special efforts will be made to emcourage farmers who do
not have running water on the farm and in the home to put in a
satisfactory water system.

Farmers will be assisted with farm building plans, farm
plans and rotations and other problems during the year,




June

Pinish stravberry marketing.

4~H Resource Development Camp, Fontana, N, C,

Senior 4-H Camp at Clyde Austin 4-H Camp, Greeneville, Temn,
Assist wvith county wool pool,

Junior 4-H Camp, Abingdon, Va.

State All-Star Conference at V, P, I,

State Short Course at V, P, I,

July

State 4-H Conservation Camp, Virginia Beach, Va.

Tennessee Valley Association of Farm Families annual meeting,
Asheville, N, C,

Institute of Hural Affairs, V, P, I,
Purebred Ram Sale, Abingdon, Va,
Armual *ield Day at Ureeneville Tobacco Experiment Station,

August

Field meeting at tobacco variety test,
County 4-H pienic at Cumberland Bowl Park,
State 4-H Electric Congress.

Annual Extension Conference, V, P, I,
Field Day at Emory Experiment Station.

September

County Fair,
4B Pig Show in Bristol.

October

Tri-State Furebred Cattle Sale - Bristol.

{hren tobacco Stripping and Sorting demonstrations.
field meeting at hybrid corn variety test,

Help harvest cornm variety test,

Feeder Calf Sale.

Collect 4-H record books.

Directars' meeting of local TVA demonstrators.




CALENDAR OF WORK FOR EXTENSION PERSONNEL LEE COUNTY 1958

Jaruary

Professional agricultural workers meeting.
tobacco wariety test,
farm account books for T.V.A, demenstrators,
i~H County Council meeting.
Annual Extension-TVA meeting.
I.A. meeting,

February

Annual A, B, A, moeting.
Poultry meeting.
County Agricultural Extension Service “card meeting.

March

Bristol Junior Livestock Show and Sale plamming meeting in Bristol.
Dairy tour for Lee dairymen in Washington County.
Tri-State Purebred Hereford Sale.

April

Southwest Virginia Agricultural Association meeting in Abingdon,
County Junior Livestock Show,

District Junior Livestock Show and Sale at Bristol.

Stravberry Growers Association meeting,

Meeting of feeder calf producers om plans for feeder calf sale,
Tour for manufactured milk producers to see elevated mdlking
stalls, Claiborne County, Temnessee.

May

Plant hybrid corn variety test(Ed Shulkeum, Agronomist ,VPI, aseisting).
lace sovw pigs in 4-H chain and secure boar pdg for the chain,

t with tobacco variety test,

st with cooperative marketing of strawberries,
Complete Bang's testing rrogram




November

Annual Extension report.

County 4~H Achievement Day.

Fertilizer requisitions for T .V,A, demonstrators,
4-H float for tobacco festival.

Vecember

Assist county forest warden with orders for tree seedlings,
Reorganize 4~H Clubs,

Each Month

Commmity club meetings.
AS.C, and 8.C.S, mee ings.
i~H Club meetings (nine school months).
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