
12

The Building

To address  the di f ferent  edge condit ions  of  the s i te, the 
east  and west  façade of  my bui lding are  ver y  di f ferent  
f rom each other.  The eastern façade responds to  the 
large scale  apar tment  bui ld ing across  the street  and 
maximizes  the land area for  the bui ld ing.  Along this  
st ra ight  edge is  the shelv ing for  Bra i l le  books.  Today, 
many Brai l le  books  are  “check ed out ” through the mai l  
order  process.  However, a  common complaint  among the 
bl ind communit y  concerning this  process  is  that  i t  
e l iminates  the abi l i t y  for  them to browse and have the 
chance to  f ind something unexpec tedly.  This  shelv ing 
creates  an oppor tunit y  for  them to now browse.

The west  s ide of  the s i te  faces  Rock Creek Park  –  the 
more natural  of  the edges.  The façade on this  edge steps  
for ward and back ward to  playful ly  expose and conceal  
the columns.  Along this  edge, there  are  tables  and chairs  
for  study areas  and the Lec ture  Hal l .  This  s ide is  e levated 
hal f  a  level  to  create  a  better  v isual  connec t ion with the 
park  and mit igate  the noise  of  the pass ing cars  below.  
The western fac ing windows are  operable  and highly  
ref lec t ive.  As  a  result , the image of  the park  ref lec ts  
upon the façade.  When a  window is  opened, a  gap is  
created in  the ref lec ted image. 

The bui lding narrows as  the east  and west  façades  pinch 
down toward the southern end of  the s i te.  A  glass  sta i r  
tower  is  located at  this  “pivot  point . ”   The gap between 
the apar tments  on the eastern and western edges 
increases  at  consistent  inter vals  and opens up towards  
the park  to  the nor thwest .  Here  a  smal l  lounge is  located 
at  each res ident ia l  level .     
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