
study sketches

a. front steps  b. entry c. porch  d. living room
e. storage   f. dining room  g. kitchen   h. sunroom
i.  toilet J. closet k. grill l. back steps m. patio

row house alley house
a. entry  b. living room  c. storage
d. stair  e. kitchen f. laundry g. dining
room h. back door i. back porch
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a. planter     b. hardscape.
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The five foot spacing of the grid is present throughout the house, How one inhabits the house depends on how one interacts with the
grid. It is expressed as isolation and expansion joints in the concrete and terrazzo flooring, and defines the edges of wood flooring in the
dining room and tile in the kitchen and bathrooms. The floor lines inform the placement of furniture, a personal decision which  may vary
with each house.  Similarly, the grid becomes lines in the concrete party walls, which also suggests zones for art and decorations. The
steel grid of columns and beams running the length of the house holds built-in maple counters, closets, and dressers for personal
belongings.

conceptual row house axonometric
kitchen and patio

dining and living rooms



study sketches

row house alley house
a. bedroom  b. bathroom  c. porch d. stair  e.
open to below f. mechanical g. storage
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STAIR                   SECTION
ALLEY HOUSE BEDROOMS

conceptual row house axonometric
second floor
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a. balcony  b. bedroom c. bathroom
d. swing room  e. roof terrace   f. stair
g. built-in cabinet   h. fireplace     i. open to below

Transition from floor to floor is different in the two housing types. The row house has stacked stairs with glass treads on steel rails
spanning between the sloped concrete party wall and the vertical steel structural grid. This arrangement accentuates the height of
the house by placing light and translucent materials in a three story space roofed in glass. One is instantly aware of being in between
floor slabs, and, more dramatically, between ground and sky. The alley house stairs are concrete steps growing, rising, and turning
to separate the two component additions. The stairs provide the necessary distance between the two most private functions of the
dwelling: the twin bedrooms.  An aluminum and glass roof above the stair enhances the finality of ascending. Under feet is concrete,
above is sky and glass, and to the left and right are bedrooms.



a. balcony  b. bedroom c. bathroom
d. swing room  e. roof terrace   f. stair down
g. built-in cabinet   h. fireplace     i. open to below
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alley house
a. shutters  b. bedroom roof  c. skylight
d. balcony and  trellis  e. side roof
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MODEL - ALLEY HOUSE  COURTYARD FACADE

courtyard

SKETCH - ROW HOUSE COURTYARD FACADEconceptual row house axonometric
third floor

e
n
l
a
r
g
e
d
 p

l
a
n

t
h
ir

d
 l

e
v
e
l

Row houses with the additions adapt to the increase in size not
merely by housing more functions, but by becoming more
flexible. The first level gains a light filled sun room. The addition at
this level is not clad in corrugated steel and perforated shutters.
The sun room flows into the patio and then into the courtyard. It
is semiprivate room for plants, casual dining, reading, or a
studio. At the second level, this space and adjacent room are a
flexible suite. The room within the main house becomes a
“swing” room which is opened or closed to the hallway by sliding
aluminum and translucent glass panels. The addition can be
closed off with bi-fold doors of similar construction. Various
combinations of opened and closed doors and panels result in
spaces for reading, media, extra bedrooms, or a guest suite. At
the third level, the addition becomes a roof terrace and the
swing room has the similar panels as below and its own door to
the terrace.


