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Dfl!ORUCTION 



INTltODUCTION 

"Adopted styles were derived from classical anti-

qai ty and from the Romanesque and Gothic form orders 

of the Middle Ages. In their original concepta--when 

they were still indigeous--these form orders, respec-

tively, posseaaed an intrinsic creative essence of the 

same spiritual family that was intrinsically alive in 

those forms of eivilization they represented. But 

after having been separated from their own genuine 

soils, and having been--milleaniu.ms and centuries . ' 

later--arbitrarily and rootleasly transplanted into 

entirely strange life conditions, the intrinsic essence 

of these styles were bound to evaporate, leaving be-

hind only an empty, vapid, and sterile encrustation 

of superficial deeoration •••••• This empty, vapid, and 

sterile ornament has since then been used and over-

used, always and everywhere. And, under the influence 

of this superficial decoration, generations after 

generatioas have been compelled to dwell and to breathe 

of its ataosphere.•l 

Eliel Saarmen, •search For Form•, Reinhold Publishing 
Corp., New York, 1948, P.12. 
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mfllODUqTION 7 

The ieatgner• of public ani goyernaental lnlildinga 

in thi• 0011Dtry haYe liYed in the paat too long. It ta 

ti•• that oar generation ahould produce building• expre•-

aing the integrit7 and oreatiYe abilit7 of our ciYil-

isation. GoYernaeatal buildings in particular should 

be •1Blbolic in form of the Yigoroua, progressive, 

efficient democratic goYer111tenta. Tllia is the true 

goal of our civilisation and not the cop7ing of atylea 

of pa•t pnerationa auch as the &reek, Ro-neaque, and 

Gothic. 

With the introiuction of steel, reinforced con-

crete, plastics, and other materials in the past fifty 

7eara, we haYe the potentiality to produce soaething 

better and different than preceding generations. More 

thought ia now being giYen to :tanctional planning, light-

ing, acoustical treat .. nt, and to new building materials. 

But lllltil recently, there has been a wideapread diare-

prd of the prope·r uae of these new. technique•. Theae · 

110r• recentl7 deYeloped .. teriala haYe been used b~t hidden 



b7 applied ieooration wllioll vaa Yer,- expenaiYe aai 

apaee eouuiq. Exa.,lea of tlli• eaa •• •••• ill tile 
pYer.naeat ftil4iap ereotea ia Vaalliagtoa, 1.c •• aai 

ia tile •lliliinga ereetei on tile eamp•• of Virginia 

Polyteelude Inatit.te. Kodera •teel aa4 reiatoroei 

eonorete atra.otw.re• are i•ea••d in ola•sieal or Gotllie 

taeai••· 

"Ve aa•t ieYelop aa arehiteotare wlaioll ll&kea tile 
. . 

••t ereatin ••• ot all of tile ... •t•rial• ... 

teolud. .. •• wlaioll ••i•••• and iahat17 pron••· ••• 
, of tll•••--atra.ot.ral ateel, reiatoreei ooaorete, all 

thi• of •tala, tile eaonao•al7 iaoreuea anilaltilit7 

ot glaaa, tile iiso0Ye17 aai •tilizatioa of plaatie•--

oftera a aew opportudt}' to tile ieaigaera vitll iagia-

atioa. Eaela ia an iaoit .. at to aev tlaiakiag alto•t 

:Ira aaa oolor. Tlae •laapea wlaiela tlleae new •teriala 

aaam, vlaea •••• 1a tile ••t laarMllio•• aoeord. vltb 

tlaeir ..-11tiea, are ••••••aril7 aiapea C)11.ite 4itter-

eat fro• tlloae of paat arohiteot.reJ no eoleotio 

8 



attitude out ever utilize this tremendous wealth of 

new form in any complete vay."1 

In reeent rears there ta an indieation that more 

government and publie lntildings are 'being lnlilt to 

fit our present oiYilization. Tia.ere is an attempt to 

express the feelings of a modern world. An example of 

thia is the Crisp County Court House at Corelele, 

Georgia. The County Commisioners did ·not want a aon-

11.Blent to· the:mselYes, but an up-to-date offiee building. 

The Cond.ssioners allowed the arohiteot to write his 

· own propana so long as the res11.lts wou.ld be "with 

emphasis on eoonoJ11 and the housing of the county's 

working needs so that the f1lJlotions of a modern and 
\ 

progressive co111Dtnity would be carried on effioiently.•2 

The result was a modern building that replaced a 

1. Talbot F. lla.Jlllin, "Architecture Through the Ages," 
New York, G.P.Patnam's Sons, 1940, F.630. 

2. "Progressive Architecture,• October, 1952, Vol. 
XXXIII, p.96, 100. 



ThTlflWDU CTI ON 

wasteful 60,000 square feet of spaee with an efficient 

31,514 by the use of new planning techniques and 

building materials. Fixed glass was used throughoat 

the building and a heat PlUl'lJl was installed to provide 

eomplete alUllDler and winter air conditioning. 

The author of this thesis has attempted to use 

the modern methods of our generation to reaeh an 

intelligent and appropriate desip for·a County Court 

House for Washington CollDty, Maryland. 

10 



Part Oae 

DRIIGTON OOUN'l'I 



V,ASHINGTON C9UNTY 

Geogr11hic Loeatjon: 

Washington County is in the northwestern part of 

the state of Mar7land; it lies between two ranges of 

mountains, the Appalachian and the Blue Ridge. T~e 

ooant7 borders on three states: Virginia, West Vir-

ginia, and Pellll8ylvania. It has three bodies of 

water: the Potomac River, wllieh serve• as one of the 

county's borders, the Antietam Creek, and the Conta-

gogae Creek •. The terrain is gentle.rolling hills. 

Biatoric1l B11,cro11AA• 

l! 

Washington County was formed September 6, 1776, 

after a decision by the first constitutional convention 

to divide Frederick Count7, which included all of 

Western Maryland, into two additional counties. The 

new counties were named Washington and Montgomery 

after the revolutionary generals. Since then the 

co11Dt7 has been subdivided into other counties. 

The town of Hagerstown, then Elizabethtown, had 

been in existence for fifteen rears. Being the largest 



WASII:piGTON COUNTY 

town in the new county, it was honored by being des-

ignated aa the county seat. 

It played an important role during the Civil Var. 

12 

The battle of Antietam was fought at Sharpsburg, and 

the County served as the main route for the Confederate 

troops moving to the battle of Gettysburg. The first 

mon11JDent erected to George Washington, who visited the 

County many times and for whom the Collllty is named, ia 

lo ca tecl there.· 

Population: 

The population of Washington Oou.nty according to 

the 1950 census was 78,726. According to the census 

reports from 1920 to 1950, the average increase in the 

population has been approximately 71000 for every ten 

years. 

The County has adequate space for future expan-

sion, therefore it is reasonable to aau11uae the average 

increase in population as 7 1 000 each ten years for 

future years. 



WASHINGTON COUNTY 

Tfpe of Govermaent: 

In 1634 the first governing body was established 

in Mar7land. Since the majorit7 of the settlers were 

Englishmen, they set up a government modeled after the 

government in their native land. The first government 

was nominally formed of three bodies: Legislative, 

Judicial, and Military. Actually, however, the Gover-

nor and his Council controlled all three. They formed 

the high eourt of the colony, with unlimited juris-

diction, and were in charge of the military. 

The first example of county governaent was in 

Kent County in 1642. The County Court was formed of 

Justices of the Peace throughout the county, but later 

only a few were designated for eourt service. They 

were known as "Justices of the Quorium." The County 

Court exercised all local and administrative powers: 

it drew up the levy, eolleeted the tax, appointed road 

overseers, and made all disoursements. The early 

eounty government also had a Sheriff, Coroner, and 

Constables. 

13 



WASHD(Cfl'QN OQUNTI 14 

POPULATION GB.APB 





Ia 1790 the oo .. t7 goYernaeata were radioall7 

olaaap4. The Coant7 Co•rt wa• req"Rired to laaYe a 

profeaaional jv.ri•t, and the ooantie• were broken 

•P into oirouit•. Sinoe then the oirouit• have been 

regrouped, and all the judge• haYe beooae prof•••ional 

offioera trained ia law. The aaa7 power• of the 

court haYe been giYen over to other agenoiea. One 

of th••• arenoie• wa# the Colllliaioner, of Tax and 

A.aae••~nt• •. Later, in 1827, the ~ant7 Coaai•ioner 

t71e goYernaent va• eatabli•hed. Theae bodiea were 

the achdaiatrator• of the financial affair• of the 

ooanti••• The powera of the Colllliaionera were ao 

broad that other agenoie• haYe been eatabli•hed to 

a•• ... soae of these re•ponaibilitie•1 the Count7 

Treaa•rer, the Supervi•or of lleotiona, the Sapertiaor 

of A.aaeaaaent•, the Board of lduoation, the Welfare 

Board, the Board of Health, and others. The oo•nt7 

atill maintain• ~ Orplaana Co•rt, a Sheriff, Juatioea 

of the Peaoe, Con•table•, a Coroner, and a Coa.nt7 

S•rYe7or. 



WASHINGTON COUNTY 

The state of Maryland is increasing its powers 

in local government. Many offices of the counties, 

sueh as the Supervisors of Roads, and the Board of 

Education, have since been shifted to state control. 

The present indications show a trend toward central-

ization. 

16 



YASlllGTON CQY!N'f J 

COUNTY GOVDNMllT 

OllGANIZATIONA.L CHART 
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Part Two 
PIE§ENT COYITllOqSE 



PRES~lT COURT HOUSE 

The first courthouse in Hagerstowa, built in 

1783, was a two story brick building located in the 

center of the public square. The second floor of 

the ~ourthouse was used for eo•rt and viva Yoca elect-

ions. The first floor, which was open, was used as 

a market. This building was inadequate, and the 

eitizens petitioned the Assembl7 at Annapolis in 

1815-16 for a new courthouse. They said in their 

petitions: 

"That the existing courthouse of said 

(Washington) County is in a state of ruinous 

decay, and the public records deposited therein 

are considerably endang~red: that it is too 

contracted in its plan to aceomodate a court 

and its officers: and that, standing in the 

public square directly.on the intersection of 

two principal streets, it greatly injures the 
1 appearance of Hagerstown.• 

1. Williams, op. eit., I, 165. 

18 



DISD'.l' CQQT BOUSI 19 

The Aaaeably per11ittea the oou.nt7 to leYJ a 

apeoial tax to oonetraet a ••v oourthouae. It va• 

finiahea in 1820 but proYed Y•rt u.n•attafaotort• Tile 

oourtrooa had to be abandoned beoa••• of baa aoouatioa, 

ancl it vaa -ch too large. A nev 0011.rtrooa wa• added 

to the building in 1859. The building va• ooapletely 

deatro7ea b7 fire in 1871 ana, 1Ultil the eonatra.otion 

of the present courthouse, court was kela in a looal 

church. 

The preaent courthouse vaa built in 1874. Thi• 

- oourtho••• at firat vaa eonaidered to be an adeqa.ate 

atra.cture but,· due to an inerea•ing population ani 

the eatabli•hment of nev offioea, the faoilitie• 

haYe beooae out-dated and oYererovdei. 

It i• a tvo-ator7 briok b1lildinr approxt.atel7 

oae huadred feet aqaare with a full 'baaeaent and a 

large atorap area oder -•arcl roof.. The tirat 

floor contain• the otfioea of the B.egiater of Villa, 

Clerk of the Circuit Court, Couat7 Treaa-.rer, Cout7 



PIESENT COURT HOUSE 

Commi•sionera, Sheriff• and the SuperYiaor of Aa•esa-

meata. On the second floor are the JuYenile Co•rt, 

Lav Librar1, Circuit Co•rtrooa, the Board of Eleetioa 

SuperYiaors' offioes,.aad judges' offiees. The hase-

aeat contains the office of the S.rYeyor, reoraiting 

offices for the armed serYioea, and storage roo ... 

The hailc1.ilag' 1• looatec1. oa the ooraer of Veat 

Vaahington Street ... S1DIU.t AYe••e, one block fro• 

the pahlio .,.are, ... in the heart of the lnt•i•e•• 

atatrict. On three eic1.ea of the co•rthoaae are 

- looated the prinoipal hank• of the county aad also 

the otticea of Jaall1 lawyera. 

Th• ooanty 01111• the olc1. poat office huil41ag 

that i• loeated one block fro• the oou.rthouae. Thia 

lntilding ia kaown aa the Coarthouae annex, and contain• 

the office• of th• Ap-io•lh.re A.gent, Boae Deaonatra-

tion Agent, and the Welfare Board. The Board of 

liaoation ancl the Health DepartMnt are located. in 



PRESENT COURTHOUSE 

separate buildings; the Board of 1'dueation being 

located behind the 1U1Dieipal swimming pool, and 

the Board of Health having offiees in the County 

Hospital. 

The county jail is two bloeks from the court-

house. It contains a house for the sheriff and sev-

eral deputies, and a two-story jail with facilities 

capable of taking care of sixty to seventy prisoners. 

21 
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NEED.FOR A NI( COYJT)OUSJ 



PBOTOOAPH OP 
PUSD'J.' OOUll'l'llOUSB 
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NEED FOil NE){ PQURT HOUSE 

Washington County's need for a new courthouse 

is very great. The rapid increase in the population 

during the past twenty years has :made the present 

building inadequate to take care of a modern and 

effective county govermnent. The present courthouse 

does not have the necesaarr vault space to safely 

protect the county's records, nor adequate office 

space for co\Ulty employees to work efficiently. 

The.present building has brick exterior walls 

with wood framed partitions, floors, and roof. Be-

- cause of the age of the building, fire could readily 

spread throughout it. There i• no spr:l.nkler system 

to lower the fire hazard. The corridors and stairs 

of the building are wood framed. 

The courtroom on the second floor, during court 

sessions, has at times approximately one hundred 

people as spectators, jurors, and other members of 

the court. There is one main stair and one secondary 

23 



NEED FOR NE!i COURT HOUSE 

stair to prov~de exits for the people on the second 

floor if there should be a fire. The main stair is 

a rieket7 wooden structure leading into the center of 

the first floor hall. 

Man7 of the records of various offices have to 

he left out of the vaults because of inadequate 

storage space. In the event of a fire,_11an1 of these 

valuable records would be deatro7ed; this would cause 

months of work.before normal business operatintu1 

eould be resU.Jlled, and man1 of the records could not 

- be replaced. 

The cost of 11aintaining the bailding has reached 

24 

a maxitawll because all repairs are major. The cost of 

heating the building is ver7 high because of its poorly 

fitted windows and doors and the unnecessary high 

ceilings throughout the building. During the swnmer 

months the ·building ta poorl7 ventilated and there 

are no means for air-contitioning it. 



NEED FOR ~'Eli COURT ftOUSE 

The apace available tor of fices throughout the 

courthouse is inadequate, and many offices of the 

county government are located in other buildings 

scattered throughout the town. The State•s Attorae7 

is located in a building across the street from the 

courthouse. This office should be located in the 

courthouse so there could be closer connection with 

the Court and its activities. Other offices, such 

as the County.Agent, Home Demonstra~ion Agent, and 

the County Welfare Board are located in an annex, one 

block from the courthouse. 

The jail, which is four bloeks from the courthouse, 

should be near or in the courthouse for convenience in 

bringing prisoners to court. The jail and the annex 

property ~ould be sold for hi.gh prices because they 

are located in high l•nd cost areas. 

To obtain an efficient county goverruti.oot, the 

centralization of all the eoun.t7's offices in one 

building is of utmost importance. 



NEED FOR NEW COlfRT H..QUSE 

It is the aim of the author to design a County 

Courthouse whieh will centralize all the offices of 

the county and will provide adequate space for their 

operation; it will also provide space for the safe 

storage and care of records. It is also the aim to 

design a modern building appropriate tor the present 

and the fut.u.re. 



Part Fo•r 

SITE 



SITE 27 

The site selected for the new courthouse is the 

lot where the present building is located. Other sites 

have been considered by the County Commissioners and 

other officials with the idea of haring the eou.rt-

house in an area where there is less congestion, bu.t 

these ideas have since been abandoned because other 

available sites all lack the requirements of a good 

location to carry on the aetivities of the county 

governaent. 

'tit~ •ounty ~&s parchased more property adjacent to 

the present courthouse site for either tutu.re expansion 

of existing faoilitiea or the conatru.ction of a new 

building. Th.is newly acquired property has a three-

story briek apartment building presently on the site. 

The site is located one block from the public 

square and is in the main business district of Hagers-

town. It is located at tke intersection of Vest Vask-

ingtoa Street and Su•it AYen11e, U.S. 1011tes 11 and 40. 



The site is located adjacent to the principal 

banks of the eount7. This is neeessar7 so that per-

sonnel from the banks ean have easy access to the 

records kept in the courthouse, sueh as land records 

for mortgages. It is also eloae to the majority of 

the lawyers' offices so they will have a short walking 

distance to the court and other eounty offices. 

The site fronts 115 feet on West Washington 

Street ~d 240.feet on Sumlllit Avenue. It is bollllded 

by tvo twelve foot alleys and two major streets. 

Because of its limited area, parking facilities can 

only be provided for county officials and employees. 

There are adequate parking facilities near the 

courthouse for other persons. 

28 
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Pa.rt Five 

.A.1"'iALYSIS OF THE 

REQUIREMENTS 



COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

bnetions: 

Five County Conmd.sioners are the administrators 

of Washington County and are elected for a term of 

32 

foar years in a quadrennial election. The oollld.ssioners' 

duties inclade the leyYing of taxes in the the eounty 

and the aaintenance of oounty roads, although this 

latter power has been almost entirely delegated to the 

state. -The county also maintains aDd ereets county 

lraildings such as the courthouse, jail, schools, hos-

pital, county poorhoae, and others. The County Com-

missioners have a general meeting onoe a week wllere 

they hear oomplaints of the citizens and take aetion on 

various other activities throllghout the county. 

The office of the Co11.llty Commissioners should be 

readily accessible to the public and closely associated 

with the Register of Wills, Assessor'• Office, and 

Treasurer. The present staff consists of five Commis-

•ioners, a County Clerk, and a Deputy Clerk. 



1tn&r•••t11 
1. A pahlie area •hoald be proYided where people 

eaa pa7 hill• to the Co1Ult7 Co.U.•ioners tor 

clog tap, a•••••••t•, and eiailar thinp. 

Thi• area ahoald he •.-ipped with a b&llk t1Jte 

eoanter aacl ohair•• 

31 

2. A work •paoe ... t be proYide4 tor the Clerk 

and at lea•t two a••i•tant•. Thi• •paoe •holll.4 

be eqaipped with three de•k•, tiling oahin•t•, 

adding -•hi••• ana, •hair• tor pahlie.anc1. 

ha•i•••• .. etinga within the otfioe. 

3. A vaalt i• reqalr•cl to keep reoorcls, •••h a• 

tax lerle•, •••e••-nta, road reoorcl•, ancl 

other•• It ehoalcl he eqaipped with tile hoxea, 

raeke for •toring reoord boot•, and a ehelf 

tor writing. The vaalt eho•ld he adjaoent to 

the Clerk'• area. 

4. A oonterenoe rooa •hoald be prorldecl tor weekly 

meetinra ot the Collllieeionera, opening of bide, 

pablio Jaearinp, an4 other· aeetinp. A eonter-

enoe table with the oapaeit7 of ten per•ons and 



seating space for twent7-five spectators 

should be provided. This rooa should be 

connected with the Clerk'• offiee and should 

be generally acoessible to the public circu-

lation. 

STATE'S ATTORNEY 

[!,:gctions: 

The State's Attorney is appointed by the Governor 

for an indefinite term to prosecute-all eases in whieh 

the count7 or state is a party or in which it has any 

interest. Thie office is ver7 closely associated with 

the Circuit Court, Judge, and the Sheriff's office. It 

Dlltst be located near the bar librar7 for eas7 reference 

to the law oooks. The State's Attorne1'• staff oonaists 

of a secretary and two other persons acting in official 

capacit7. 

Regatrev1t11 

1. A reception area should be provided with chairs 

and a table for the public. This area may S; 



ooabilled with the •eoretar7'• offioe. 

2. The ••oretarJ"'• ottioe •h••ld be adjaoent to 

the reeeptio• area ana adjaoent to the ottioe 

of the State'• Attor11e7. It aho'd.4 'be large 

e•o•gla to oo•tai• a deat aa4 tilin.c oabinete. 
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3. The State'• Attorne7 re•'llir•• a p•iYate offioe 

tor oarrying °"t hi• 4utiea. A priYate ottioe 

should also be 1r0Yi4e4 tor his aaaistant. 

'.t'heae offioea ahoald be •CJ.S~pped with a desk, 

.filing oabinets, olaairs for the pu.blio, and a 

••11 table. 
' . 

4. A storage area slaoald be prorided. It alaoald 

haYe large tiliJag eabhets tor legal reoorde. 

It shoald ooatain a desk and ohair. This 

atorage roo• ahoala be adjaoent to the •eore-

tarJ"' • ottioeJ all material• kept there are 

ooafidential. The ••pplies tor the ottioe 

will be kept in thi• •tore rooa. 

SUPER.TISOR or ASSISSHJ:NTS 

ba•tio111 
The S•perYisor of Aase•saenta is appointed b7 the 



State Tax Commission. He supervises and administers 

the assessment of taxes. This oftiee acts as an 

appellate triba.nal for all appeals from assessments of 

real or personal property made by loeal assessing 

bodies. WheneTer any proceedings in oourt about taxatimi 

or assessments are involved, the supervisor of asseas-

ments mu.st be present. Thia office should be located 

near the Tax Collector's office and the County Commis-

sioners• office. There are twelve employees in this 

office~ five clerical, four assesso:r.s, one atto:rne7, 

one person trained in map making, and the Supervisor of 

Assessments. 

Rtggirt•ent11 

1. The Supervisor of Assessments requires a pri-

vate office with a desk, chair, filing cabi-

net, and chairs for the general public. It 

should be adjacent to the seeretary•s spaee. 

2. A seai~priYate offiee for olerieal work should 

be p:;n.Ytided. This office slto11.ld be large 

enough to aceoaodate five persons for elerieal 



work, a draftsman tor •P ma.king, and apace 

for two assessors. Desk• should he provided 

for all clerical employees and in addition 

there should be typewriters, drafting table, 

adding machines, and filing cabinets. 

3. A private office should be provided for the 

attorney, equipped with book shelves, a desk, 

chairs tor the public, and filing cabinets. 

4. A public area should be provided with chairs 

for people waiting to see the assessor. Thia 

area may be separated from the clerical office 

by a partial wall or coUDter. 

5. A vault is necessary tor assessment records. 

It ma.7 also be used as a storage area for 

office suppliesJ larger material may be stored 

in.the general storage room that will be pro-

vided in the Court House. The vault will he 

1rovided with a table, chairs, shelves and 

drawers for records. 

TREASURER 

Fannt&21u 
The County Treasurer, or tax collector, has the 
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responsibility ot handling all money collected by the 

eo1t11ty govermnent. He is req1lired to keep an accurate 

aooo1111t ot all taxes to be collected in the county and 

to see that th~y are collected. At the end of the year 

he makes an annual account to the Commiasionera of the 

money collected and the expenditures of the co11J1ty. 

This office should be located near the Coumd.ssionera• 

office, and a large space should be provided for public 

•••• 
~eii:emeqt1: 

1. A private office should be provided for the 

Treasurer, equipped with a desk, chairs for 

the pu.hlio, files, and adding machine. 

2. A semi-private office should be provided for 

clerical employees. There are three regalar 

clerical employees and three extra employees 

two-thirds of the time. Space shou.ld be pro-

vided for desks, typewriters, adding 11achines, 

and filing cabinets. 

3. A public area which adjoins the clerical office 

must be prorld.ed. Thia area shou.ld be very 
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large to take care of people paying taxes, 

and it should be prorided with a. bank type 

cou:ter. 
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4. A vault is necessary for the storage of record.a. 

It should be provided with a table, chairs, and 

shelves for storing large.tax boo~•· It can 

also be used for the storage of small office 

supplies. 

ELECTION SUPERVISORS 

Jtgcttons: 
The Election SttperY.l.sors are in :tall charge of all 

county elections. The duties of this office are to take 

eharge of registration and poll books, t<; deliYer them 

to the proper polling places, or to deliYer elections 

returns and ballot boxes, 'but not Yoting 11achines, to 

the care of the eou.rt. The Sttperrisora appoint judges 

and clerks of elections, file eertifioates of nomination, 

set clays for registration, and pe:rfol'ftl all other d~ties 

in CD ndueting an election. Thia office should be eon• 

venient for public use, but it does not kave to be 

associated with other offices. The staff consists of 
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three officials and two full time clerieal and two 

part time clerical workers. 

1leg!Qr1meats: 

I. A semi-priTate office is required tor the 

supervisors. It should be equipped with 

desks, filing cabinets, typewriters, and 

ehairs for public use. 

2. An outer office should be provided for 

clerical work, and it should adjoin the 

publie area. It should be equipped with 

desks, typewriters, an adding machine, 

filing cabinets, and a counter for public 

use. The public area should be adequate 

to take care of the great number of citi-

zens that register before primary and reg-

u.lar ~leetions. 

3. A storage room shou.ld be proTided for re-

cords. .It may be located in the general 

storage area in the basement. Voting 

machines are not stored in the courthouse. 
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COUNT! SUJlVIYOR 

bn•ti9111 

Tb• Coant7 Sa.rYe7or •arT•1• all property belong-

ing to tbe co .. tyJ tbi• incl•••• road•t •chool prop-

erty, ana all otber oo .. t1 property. Tbe ••rYeyor 

keep• no psblio reooraa of bi• owa, but tbe work 

vbiob be 4o•• tor the eount1 i• i•oorporatea into the 

reooraa of the Clerk of tbe eo .. t1 Co~i••ionera. 

Re alao .. iataiD8 a praotioe of hi• owa and •••• the 

taoilitie• of tbe oourt bouae tor hi• own buaine••J 

therefore, hi• ottioe ahoula be locatea conYenientl1 

tor the ,.blic. 

1tnir1•11t•1 
1. A ••mi-priY&te ottioe •hould be proYided with 

a ieak, typewriter, adding machine, chair• tor 

the public, a large dratting table, and a cabi-

net tor tiling drawing•• 

.TUHE'S CllAMBllS 

hnotipp1a 

The luige'• chamber• are perhap• the moat iaportant 
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offices in the courthouse. It is here that a vast 

aaount of legal activity is done. Conferences are 

held in his chambers with lawyers, court officials, 

litigants, and other judges. The Judge reviews evi-

dence and arguments and writes his legal opinions 

here. The chambers should be conveniently located 

to public circulation and should be directly acces-

sible to the courtroom bench. A private entrance 

should be provided for the judge so that he will not 

have to have contact with the public. 

Reguirements: 

1. A private office is required for the Judge. 

It should be adequate in size to contain a 

large desk, chairs, and shelves for books. 

The office should be directly accessible to 

the courtroom. It should have a private 

entrance for the Judge; this entrance should 

not be near public circulation. 

2. A seeretary'• otfioe that will serve as a 

reception area shoald be provided. It should 
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ooataia a de•k with a tJPevriter, a ... 11 

Yault for keeping reoorda, and chair• for 

the pablio in the reoeptioa area. 

3. Two oontereaoe roo.. ahoula be proYided for 

the ••• of the Jacice and other ooart officials. 

'l'he oontereaoe roou ahould be eqaipecl with a 

large table and ohair•. Th••• roou mar alao 

be •••d as witaeaa roo .. daring ooart. 

4. A atorage rooa •hould be proYided for the 
, 

•~orate of eoart reoorda, aad for offioe and 

ooa1•t rooa ••Ptliea. 

LAV LIBlilY 

The lav li•ra17 ooataias all Yol ... • pertaining to 

lava enacted and leral deoieioaa handed dowa in the state. 

It alao aoatai•• State and Federal Coart di ... ata. The 

librarr ahoald be ooaYeaieatl7 looated aear the Juclge'• 

ohaabers, State'• •ttoraer'• office, and near pa•lio 

oiro•latioa for the aae of l&VJ'era and iatereated perao••• 

The book• aho•ld be oa open ahelYea ao there will be no 

aeed for a peraaneat li•rariaaJ the Judge'• aeoretarr o .. 

act a• a librarian. It ahoald haYe eaoagh ahelf apaoe 



for 15,000 Yol11.11es, and contain study tables for the 

use of attorneys. A few indiYidual study rooms should 

be provided for extensiYe legal research. 

CIRCUIT COUR!f ROOMS 

Fyctiog•: 

'11be Cireui t . Court tries all eases inYol Ying 

oft-nses sufficiently serious to be classed as fel-

onies. The Court is also a Court of Chancery and 

1.ecords. All eases brought before this court are 

recorded for fllture reference to other eases. It 

also tries all civil eases in-volving more than $100; 

eases involYing le•s than $100 may be appealed to 

this court. The Circuit Court has the power to pass 

sentences ranging from a short term of imprisonment 

to capital pUllishment. 

l\e,g11ire11e1ts: 

I. The oour.troom should be saffieiently large to 

promote the dip! ty and power that is repr.e-

sented by the Circuit Court. It should 



provide seats for 200 spectators; this area 

should be separated from the legal area b7 a 

railing. Other faeilitiee required in the rooa 

are the Jud«G'• bench, a witness atand1 a 

bailiff's desk, a desk tor-the court reeorder, 

a ju.r7 box to provide seats for sixteen jurors, 

and two tables and sufficient chairs for the 

detense and proseoution. 

2. There should be a hall or lobb7 outside the 

.courtroom s11.ftieientl7 large to aceoaodate 

the public before and after court. 

3. ivG jary rooafS should be provided. These 

jury rooms slto•ld 'be accessible from the j•rJ 

box and should be loeated so there will be no 

contact between the jury and the public. The 

ruoaa should be lar~a enough to aocoaodate a 

large table and chairs for each of the jurors. 

Toilet facilities should be proYided adjacent 

to the J•rJ rooaa tor both men and voaen jurors 

and lookers should be provided for personal 



propert7. A plaoe a•o•ld •e proYided outside 

the ju.17 roo.. tor t•e •ailitt ia•rdiag t•e 

j1117. 

CLDK or TD CDCUIT CQUl.T 

l)aotio1a1 

Tlae Clerk of the Coart has oaatoclJ of all 1took1 , 

and papers pertailliag to •t• otfioe. It is his i•t7 

to keep and preserYe in a sate plaoe all reeord• of 

the eou.rt. Tlae reoords of hie office ~re open to the 

pu•lio at all ti••• auriJlg the ottioe hours aohed:aled. 

Tiie Clerk i••••• traiera li••••••, 'bee.r ud liequor 

lioenaea, lnmtiag and tta•tac lioea•••• proteasioaal 

lioeaaes to praotioe •edictae, nrge17, and other 

proteasions, marriage lioenaes, land deeds, reoord• 

of oorporatioas, birth reooras, death reoor4s, aacl 

deer••• of diYOroes. Tlae Clerk keeps eleotloa retaraa 

and aealed laallot box••• It i• •••••••17 tor t•i• 

otfioe to •• looated in a pl~~~ oonYeaieat to the 

pu•lto. It haa a atatf of aix re1&lar eaplo7eea aad 

three part ti ... .,107•••· 



i.eRirSt•enta: 

1. A pri ya·te office should be prorlded for the 

C~erk equipped with a large desk, chairs, and 

tiling cabinets. 

2. A large office is requ.ired for the use of the 

Clerk's staff. This office should adjoin the 

public area.. 11te public area. and the work 

$paee should he separated 'b7 a oolUl·ter at a 

convenient height for filling out forms. The 

work space skould contain desks equipped with 

tfPewriters for clerical employees, adding-

maehines. and a table on which to put the 

large record books. The public area should 

be equipped with oha.i1·a, a table a.ncl chairs 

for filling out forMs, and a bank type table 

for writing cheeks. 

3. A large vault is required for the storage of 

deeds and other records. It should be located 

so the Clerk ean have lull control oYer the 

people who •se it. 'l'llis vault should be sub-

divided into several rooms for different 
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categories of reeorde. There should be 

several tables and chairs for research 

work, and the Yault should be adeqa.atel7 

lighted. It is planned to. use aiorofil• 

and photostats for reoords, therefore it 

will be neeessar7 to haYe reading aaohines. 

UNASSIGNED OFFICES 

A flexible area should be proYided in the eourt 

house for to.ture offioea of the oount7 or renta•le 
. ' 

office spaee for other orgaaisationa, auoh aa aeleet-

1Ye aerYioe and reoraitiD.g offiees tor the araed 

servioes. This area can be used aa a source of i•-

oo•• tor the count7. A large work epaoe should be 

provided for the use of extra eaplo7ees during such 

operation periods as Jaaking out annual tax fol'Jle and 

other aotiYities. 

JUYENILE COUl.T 

Fgotio11: 

The luYeniJe Co-.rt of the 0011nt7 ha• all powers 

exercised b7 the laatiee of Peaee. These power• are 



to try pett7, oiril, and criminal ••••• vhere tile elaia 

do•• not exoeed $100. It al•o Ila• the power to trr 

oertaia eategoriea ot aiYoree proceedinga, all oaa•• 

iaYolrin.g lliaor ellildrea, and ao•-••pport oa•••· Thi• 

oftioe •ho•14 1>e looatea aear the Welfare Depart .. nt 

and the.legal oftioea ot tile oo•rtllo••e• 

l!mremat11 

1. A priYate otfioe allo•ld he prorided for tile 

·j•clge·ot the oo•rt. It •ho•ld aot he Yer7 

large a• the J•dce ha• a priY&te law prao-

tioe and law otfio•• o•t•ide the oovtho••e• 

therefore, he 1• oal7 at tile oo•rtho••• tor 

•llort period• ot time. Thia otfiee ••o•ld 

he •'{Ripped with a deat and ohair• and ahould 

he adjaoeat to the ooartroo• and olerioal area. 

Tlaia office oan alao •erYe a• a ooaterenoe 

rooa. 

2. A priYate office allo•ld 'be prorided for the 

Clerk ot tile Juyeaile Covt. It aho11ld ha:ve 

a de•t, olt.aira, aad tiliac oahiaet•• Thia 



oftioe should be a4jaeent to the public vatting 

. area and olerieal area. 

3. A elerical area shoald be proYided for three 

ea•• workers, the prohation offieer, and a 

cashier. A publio area shoald be combined 

with this area with a high eounter for trana-

aoting tluaineas, euch as pa7iug fines, isaue-

ing welfare checks, and eondaeting other t,..,ea 

of busin••• oonneoted with this office. The 

elerioal area should be equipped with deeks, 

files, and a small sate. 

4. A courtroom should be proviaecl adjacent to the 

reception area. It should be provided with 

30 seats for the ptthlie; a judge's henoh, a 

recorder's desk, and a table for the defend-

ant. 

5. A reception area 1ho11ld be provi4ed for tho 

people waiting to see the judge or other 

officials of the offiee or waiting to be aci-

mitted to the courtroom. Thia area should he 

large ana equipped with chairs. 
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ORPHA.NS COURT and IU:GISTER OF WILLS 

hpotion1: 

The Orphans Court is combined with the Register of 

Wills. The Orphans Court is composed of three judges. 

Theae judges are required to be at the courthouse for 

short periods of time two or three da7s a week so that 

the1 ma.1 approve work performed b7 the Register of 

Wills and may hear oases involving testamentary affairs, 

granting administration, recovery of 'legaeiea, securing 

filial portions, and the distribution of interstate'• 

estates. The l.egister of Wills is reqaired to be at 

his office every da7 or be represented by a deputy. 

He attends all meetings of the Orphans Court and keeps 

a record of all its proceedings. It is also the duty 

to record all wills, record auditors reports of dis-

tribution and of the proceedings of sales of real and 

personal property, record and keep testamentary bonds 

and guardianl' bonds, record final discharges 1 releases, 

receipts or acquittanees from an7 heir, representative 

or legatee to any raardian. 
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ltnire911t•1 
1. A ... 11 priYate offioe ahoald be proYided for 

the B.egiater of Villa. It •hoald be adjaoent 

to the Orphane Court jadg'ea, and the olerieal 

area •hoald be equipped with a deak, chair•, 

and filiac oabiaet•. 

2. A saall oo•rtrooa ahoald be proYided for the 

Orphaa• Co•rt. It aho•ld be adjaoent to the 

.P•blio area and the B.eci•ter'• offioe and 

•ho•lc1 be equipped with a large table for the 

ja.dg'ea ·raieed aboYe the·aa1n floor, a desk for 

the llegiater of Villa, and ••atinc faoiliti•• 

for twelYe people. 

3. A olerioal offioe ehoald be proYided for three 

eaplo7•••· It shoali be equipped with de•k• 

and filing oabinet•. Thi• area .. 7 be ooa-

'binei witla the pabli• area, aeparatecl b7 a 

hip eo~ter. 

'· A Ya.alt aho•lcl be proYiied tor the aate keeping 

of reoorda. It ahoald 'be •.-ippecl with 'book 
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raoks, counter, chairs, and filing cabinets. 

Small office aapplies can also be kept in 

this Yault. 

COUNTY AGRICULTURE AGENT 

[Motions: 

The Co11.nt7 Agent giYes adYiee to farmers. Be 

helpa the farmer to haYe better faras b7 scientific 

deYelopments and by proper management. The Co11.11ty 

Agent ltold.s aan7 aeetinp with groups of faraers at 

his offices, and he also sponsors and adYises clabs 

- such as the 4-B and Future Farmers. He also distrib-

utes literature about agrioalture. This office is 

eloselj associated with the Hoae Demonstration offices. 

B.eoire1gegts: 

1. A private office should be provided for the 

County A.gent and two assistant cou.nty agents. 

It should be equipped with desks, chairs for 

saall conferences with farmers, filing cabinets, 

and book cases. 
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2. A secretary's office should be provided 

adjacent to the County Agent's office and 

should. be equipped with desk, tnewriter, 

and tiling cabinets. 

3. A reception area for the public should be 

provided. It should serve both the County 

Agent and the Home Demonstration Agent. It 

should be equipped with a reeeption desk 

and ohairs. 

4. Storage facilities should he proYided for the 

County Agent and the Home Demonstration offices. 

It should he large enou.gh for the storac- of 

office supplies and projectors and pamphlets. 

5. A. large meeting rooa should be pr~vided for 

\)le use of the County Agent and Home Demonstra-

tion Agent. It is to be used for group aeet-

ings and for demonstration purposes. Tllis 

room should have a small kitehen adjacent to 

it for preparation of refreshments. Seating 

apace· for 150 pers&n.f sii.011ld he 1rovid.ed, and 
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the room should he sound-proofed. It shoald 

he equipped witlt eollapsable tables, folding 

chairs. piano aad storage tor furniture not 

in use. 

HOME DEMONSTRATION AGENT 

bnotions: 

The Hoae Demonstration Agent gives aid and adviee 

to housewives. The Agent gives advice on making elothes, 

preparing' well balanced meals, aad. other means to uke 

hoaes 110re pleasant places in wltieh to live. Clults 

pertaining to domestic matters are also su.perviseci and 

sponsored by the Agent. She makes many visits to hoaes 

and also has many conferences with the public at the 

office. This office is closely assoeiated with the 

Collllty Agent's office. 

1teeireaen~1u 

1. A private office should be provided for the 

Home Demonstration Ager.at and two assistant. 

a«ents. It should be equipped with desks, 



ANALYSI.§ 01 THE B.IQUIREMENT§ 

filing cabinets, chairs, and book cases. 

2. A secretary's office should be provided 

adjacent to the Home Demonstration Agent's 

office and should be equipped with a desk, 

typewriter, and filing cabinets. 

COUNTY WELFARE 

Functions: 

The Welfare Board of Washington County is an 

administrative department of the local government. 

It is ooaposed of seven members, one of which is 

a county oomm.iasioner. It is the function of this 

board to ad.minister public assistance and relief to 

families and individuals, administering eelief under 

the Mothers' Assistance Law, old age pension relief, 

relief to the blind, handicapped and needy, neglected 

persona, and dependent and delinquent children. 

Jteg9irement1: 

1. A private office should be provided for the 

Director of the Welfare. It should be 

equipped with a desk, filing cabinets, and 
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bookoaae, and chair• tor pu'blio •••· 

2. There are two ••perYi•ore and eaoh one ahould 

'be proYided with a priYate office. Th••• 

otfio•• ahould be large enough to aooo110date 

ooatereneea with taailiea. Theae offices 

ahould 'be eonYenient to the p•'blio. They 

ahoald 'be •CJ.11ipped with a deak, tiling oabi-

neta, bookoaae, and ehair• tor the eonfereneea. 

3. A olerioal otfiee eho•ld 'be proYided. Thie 

otfioe aho•ld be flexible and large enough to 

aeoo110clate eight eaplo7ees daring oriti•al 

relief period• 8UOh a• alaek eaploJaent per-

iod•, and depreaaiona. It •hould be equipped 

with deaka. 

"· A large rooa ahoald 'be proYicled tor tilea. 

Tlaia rooa ahould be adjaeent to the relief 

workers rooa. 

5. A fiaanoe office aho•ld be prortaea. It 

aho•ld be priYate and adja•eat to the oler-

ioal office. It aho•ld 'be •••ipped with d~•k• 

and filial' eabiaeta. 
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6. A large room should he provided for relief 

workers to work on reports. At the present 

time the county has eight workers, and they 

fluotaate with the need for relief in the 

county. The space should he flexible to 

aeeomodate extra employees. It should be 

equpped with desks and small filing cabi-

nets. This office should he near the pri-

vate conference rooma. 

7. A fireproof vault should be provided for the 

safe keeping of records. 

8. A storage room should be provided for active 

and inactive records, cancelled checks, and 

office supplies. The records of this depart-

ment are confidential and have to he kept for 

a period of five years. It should be near or 

adjacent to the storage area. 

9. There should he provided several small private 

oonferenee rooaat two intake rooaa, three 

interviewing rooas, and one room for dictation. 
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ft••• rooms can be equl in alee a.ad shouli 

he eqaifpe4 with a 4eek and two ekairs. These 

roOllS skoala alao •• Yeattlate41 sotUl4proofe4, 

an4 eoaYeaieat to the pablio wa.itlag room. 

10. A priYate oftioe should be proYi4ed for 

Yistttag personnel troa the state 'board, 

aaclitors, aacl otkers. It altou.la 'be •fllllpt;ei 

with 4esks aa4 ohairs. 

11. A pablic wa.ittac reo• aa4 a receptionist area 

shou.14 'be prori.4.ed. This aeoa ahonld 'he 

large euoagla to take care of the man7 persons 

wllo aae the eerYioe of the Welfare Depart-

•••t. It should be eqaippe4 with a reeep-

tioaiat desk, teleplaone ewitohhard, ua 
ckaira tor tile pa.1Jlio. 

12. A iidl&ll plarrooa should 'be prori4ed tor SMll 

ek114ren waiting to be adopted. Thi• area 

sltou14 he near tke sapertisors' otttees and 

sho1114 h ecpd.ppei with a pla1 pen, ertb, and 

a place to store to7a. 



lgotitB!I 

Tile Sheriff tor the eo .. t7 i• eleoted tor a tera 

ot to•r 7ear1. Be is tile oldet polio• ottieial la Ma 

eo11Dt7 tor tile state. Tile Sheriff ia the keeper ot the 

001111t7 jail aaa Ila• .. 1toc17 ot all the pri•oa•r• ooa-

tiaei there. Be ... t attend eaoh ••••ion ot eo.rt, or 

else uYe a depat7 aotiq in hi• plaee9 to •iataia 

order u·tJae eoutro•• Be exe•tea tile tiul J-41'•-
' aeat or deeree of the eout •••la a1 eolleetillg tia••• 

- ••in.re ot propert7, tJae 1ale ot propert7, and t:ran•-

portiag pri1oaers to other ia•tit.tio••• The Sheriff 

draw• aaa •• ••• juror•• . 

Tia• oo .. t7 jail i• ••ed tor aetaiaiag pri•o••r• 

ltetore to•rt, aad per1oa1 aeateaoed tor •hort tera. of 

illpri10 ... at. 'l'Jae Sheriff ot the eoaat7 Jaaa tall elaarre 

ot tile jail aaa appoiat1 cte,.ti•• to take eare ot th.e 

priaoner• vitlaia tile jail. 



§0 

Shetitt Reggit••!lts; 
1. The Sheriff should be provided with a private 

office. It should be adjacent to the secre-

tary's offiee, and it should be located near 

the jail area. The equipment should consist of 

a desk, oaairs, and small file. 

2. A secretary's office should be provided for 

three employees. It should haYe a pablie area 

separated from the seereta17's area by a high 

oov.nte·r. This office should be equipped ld. th 

desks, filing cabinets, and a small safe, and 

should be adjacent to public circulation. 

Jail R•cmir•!l!ats: 

1. A Jailer's office ahould be provided adjaeeat 

to the •in eatranee into the tl•ll block. This 

rooa should control all trattie flow in the jail. 

It should be equipped with a desk and filing 

cabinet. 

2. A dormitory should be provided for the depu-

ties who stay at the Jail. It should •• equip-

ped with toilet and shower facilities, lockers, 



and beda. It allo•14. be aear the Jailer'• 

offioe. 

3. A reeeiYlll• rooa allo•ld be proYidea adjacent 
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to the Jailer'• offiee for proeeeeing prisoaera, 

an( it elao•ld be eCJ.'Ripped witla a allover and 

'benolaee. 

4. A Yisiting rooa slao•ld 'be proYided for pereoae 

Yieitiag priaoaera. It elaould be adjaeeat to 

tile eell blook and alaoul4. be eeal-priY&te but 

oaa be eaail7 superYiaed b7 jail officiala. 

5. Cell blocks elaould be provided tor 100 pri•-

oaera. .Kach cell alaoulcl be prorided with two 
bake, wash baein, and a water eloaet. Tile 

da7 roo.. ehould laaYe a aaxi ... of six cells 

opening iato it, aad it alaould be equipped 

with a water eloaet, vaeh baeia, allover, and 

a beacla and table. Two cell bloeka alaould be 

eegregated for woaea prisoner• aad j•Yeail••· 

6. A diniat rooa elaould be proYided aear tile cell 

area and adjaoeat to a kitclaea. The kitotiea 



ANALYSIS 01' THE B.EQUIREMENTS 

should be near a serviee area for incoming 

supplies. It should be secure because pris-

oners work in the kitchen. The dining room 

should be equipped with tables and benehes. 

7. There should be two solitary cells and two 

detention cells provided. The detention 

cells should he eqa.ipped with a bunk, sink, 

and water closet. The solitary cells should 

be separated and not equipped. 

8. A storage area should be provided tor the 

storage of linens, clothes, and bedding. 

PHOTOSTAT and MICROFILMING ROOM 

The county is going to make copies of records by 

the methods of photostatlng and ndevofilming. There-

fore it will be necessary to have a ~oo• for this pur-

pose with the necessary equipment for this job. The 

room should be near the vault and record rooms of the 

Clerk of the Court and the Register of Villa. 



ANALYSIS OF Tlll;,REQUIREMEJ\i"'TS 

STORAGE FACILITIES 

A large area is required in the basement for the 

storage. Old records and papers will he stored in 

this area; al10 offiee supplies and office equipaent 

will be stored here. A service entrance should be 

provided to this area. A janitor's storage room 

should b• provided on each floor. 

MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT ROOM 

A meehanioal equipment room is .required to aeeom-

oda te the heating and ventilating equipment. A fan 

room will be necessary for air conditioning equipment. 

TOILETS 

Separate toilet facilities are required on each 

floor for the public and for the employees. A small 

lounge should he provided ta eaeh of the emplo7ees' 

toilets. 

LOBBY CIRCULATION 

The main entrance should open into a spaeious 

lobby. This lobby should be free from cross-traffic 
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ANALYSIS OF THE BEQUil.Et'1El\"TS 

circulation. There should be a small concession 

stand located in the lobb7; this concession stand 

is operated b7 the Maryland Association for the 

Blind, and it is operated by a blind person. 
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onxm: UQUIUllDTS 

6§ 



J..o De..,a;.-t.aent or Office Areas a.'ld Furnis.'lings 

Department or Office 

-
Spa·ce Present ~0$ Fut.u1 'ft ~l!A · 

{~. Area F,?rniture No. Area 
Prl'Yata Office 
SeIDi- Prl:i"a.t.a 
Secc-et.a.r:Ya Of fica 
Public Areas 
P1.6ception Area 
,.,.,.. ... , ...... 
• CM&.11."' .. 

~+ .... -- P~e ... ----e;,,-
other 1. 

? _., 

I 'l : ""0 

I!. Personnel 

l&jj 11 Prs3ent. Future or Expected 
Wi1,, I I Clerl~al I Of':!ieicl un~!-'.ill~d I oth~!" r.}p,J"'\CA1 Official n ..... JM ,,_,.. - . .... ' . I· 

~nmr - ·-

~ ' I "'- I I II ~'IVO ' I . ,.._ 

III. Departments or Offices with which it is JllOst closely assoicated --------------------

IV. Departments or Offices with which it could be combined-----------------------

V. Recommendations for improvements within the ·office 

VI. General recoD111endations for a new Courthouse 



Part Six 

P!f IPTA'J.'UI 
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MAIN LIOL PLAN 
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SIXTH IiLTI:L PLAN 
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SECTIONS 
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SNAPSHOT OF MADi ENTRANCE 
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VIEW FROM EN3T 
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1rrEV FROM ABOVE 





Part SeY•• 

DESIGN PROCEDyY 



Evolution of the Plan: 

A atud.y of the site revealed that the aain axis 

of the builcling shoul4 follow the long axia of the lot. 

Also reYealea was the tact that two separate unite 

couli be built; the first unit could be built on the 

rear of the site on lani now oooupiea hr an apartment 

building. After the firat aeetion of the courthouse 

ha4 been erected., the offices in the old courthouse 

co11ld be moved to the newlr erected wing. The present 

courthouse eoula then be razed and the aeeon4 section 
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built an4 joined with the first section. Tlleae 4ecisiona 

resulted in the utilization of a T-ahaped building. 

The leg of the T was used for the administrative offices; 

thia wing required four floora. The top part of the T 

was uaed as the legal jail ani Welfare wing; this section 

haa six floors. 

The building was orientatei to give the offices in 

the administrative ving a southeast exposure. The cor-

r14or on the weat side of the building acts as a barrier 

against hot afternoon sun. The legal jail, and the 



Welfare wing is on the east-west axis of the site. All 

the office• in this wing are on the south and east sides. 

Tkese offices are protected from the sun b7 heat resis-

tant glass. In tkia wing it was necessary to use a 

double loaded corridor because of the increased width of 

the bays. 

The courtroom, vhioh should be the main fooue of 

the courthou.se, was expressed as a separate element of 

the bu.114tng. The exterior of the courtroom was finished 

in a vertical fenestration pattern to contrast with 

-other elements of the building. 

The first and second floors contain offices that 

have the aost contact with the public, suoh offices as 

those of the County Collllissioner, Tax Collector, A~­

cessor, Clerk of the Court, and Register of Wills are 

located on these two floors. The Welfare Department, 

wh.ioh has a great amount of eon tact wi t.h the public, 

is located on the :first floor with a private entrance 

for people using the servtees of this department. 
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The Co1Ult7 Agriculture Agent and Boae Deaonatration 

Agent are locate4 on the fourth floor of the acbl1nis-

tratiYe wing. The aeeting room for these offices was 

located on the aa.ae floor because a clear span could 

be used in a meeting room on the top floor. People can 

be transported to this area with no trouble by a self-

operated elevator. 

The jail area is located on the fourth, fifth, and 

sixth floors. .The fourth floor cont•ins the offices of 

the Sheriff, Jailor, and the jail dining roo... The 

fifth and sixth floors contain the cells. Cells were 

located on the top floors for seeurit7 and so that the 

noise from thia area would not be near the street. 

The basement of the building contains a large 

general storage area for inactive records that 11ast be 

kept for a long period of time. This storage area was 

diYided into in41Yi4ual atorage rooms, because records 

of certain offiees are confidential. The office of the 

County Surveyor is located in the basement so that it 

will be eas7 for him to move equipment in and out of his 



DRiii lBQCUJJU 

ottloe. A ••11 partlag prap, wltlela al•o •en•• •• a 

•er'fi.ee eatraaee, wa• pro'fi.iei tor tile Sheriff'• 1taft 

and tor the l•4&"e· Prl•o••r• are •ro...._t to t•• •a•e-

•••t &114 traa•portei to tile jail •1 aeaa• of aa eleY&tor. 

'l'lae lt•llilng ha• titre• eatn.ao••• ft• •in eatranoe 

to tile H.llilag l• uier tJae ooartrooa, aai tile oout-

rooa a'eYe aet• a• a large proteetlYe eaaop7 tor the 

eatraaoe wtalela ope•• tato a large aai ~paoio•• 10••1• A 
•••on4a17 eat~ee l• loeatei aear V~•t Vaalalagtoa Street 

ani op••• lato a -11 10••1 a4jaoeat to tile Oout7 

Co..t•i•••r•' •••ting rooa. All aiiitt:oaal aeeonia17 

entraaoe 1• pro'f1.4•i oa tile alle7 aii• of tile lN.iltJ.ag; 

tlala eatraaee 1• near tile eaplo7•••' aai p••lto partiag 

lot. 



Strsoture: 

The framing of this bailcling oouli be either 

stra.ctu.ral steel or reintorce4 concrete, because of 

their capability of sustaining higl.a stresses per unit 

ot area. Thia ability is of oonsiaerable value in the 

oonstruotion of J1D.ltt-stor7 buil4ings. DQ.e to the kigh 

labor oosts in Hagerstown, concrete wouli be very 

costly, because of the great 8JI011Dt of fora work nec-

essary tor the erection of a concrete frame. Steel 
. , 

vaa chosen as the fraaing aaterial because of the apeei 

with which it can be erected. Speed of erection is 

· Yital in this problem because a part of the old court-

house is to be razea. Steel also permits a better 

aynehronisation of other trades, aueh as plllllbing and 

heating. This work can be carried on in the lower 

portion of the building while the upper part of the 

frame is being erected. 

A bay aise of 20 feet by 17 feet was usea in the 

adJlinistrative wing. Thia bay sise was eelecte4 be-

cause it allows the penetration of sunlight ani is 
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DISIB Pl\QCDUU 89 

convenient tor aub4ivision in the oftiee areas. A 

bay size of 20 feet by 2~ feet was chosen in the legal 

and jail wing. The reason for increasing the trans-

verse spacing of the colamns was because of the width 

required by the jail. 

F~oor Sxstems 

Robertson Q floor panels, t11e BK, were selected 

tor the tlooring s7stem. This type of flooring is 

very q11ick to ~sseable and permits a_qu1ok change of 

electrical sy•tems. This type of flooring adds to the 

structural stability of the steel fraae because it is 

welded. to it; therefore, it aeta a.a a stiffening 

element. A two and one-half inch concrete floor is 

poured over the Q floor, and is finished with rabber 

tile. The tile has good noise-deadening and wearing 

qualities. 

Cetli111: 

A hung ceiling was used to provide space for pipes 

used for heating and cooling. It will be vel'Jllieulite 

plaster and acoustical tile. 

I 



Dl§IGN PROCQUU 

Partition1: 

The eorriior partitions are of glazed stacke4 

bona tile. Thia tile i• layed up to the top of the 

door frame. Froa the top of the door frame to the 

ceiling glasing is usea except where vaults oeoar, 

and then the glamei tile is extended to the ceiling. 

Partitions clivicling the offices use Bouaerman movable 

steel panels. The lobby walls are veneered with 

polished marble. The lobby for the meeting room on 

the fourth floor is glazed tile. 

_ Glazing: 
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All vintlowe throughout the builaing are Theraopane. 

Tile upper division of the windows on the southeast 

and southwest sides are of heat resistant glass. The 

jail area uses all translucent glass. 

hterior Xtll1: 

The exterior walls are porcelain enameled steel 

panels. These panels are 11a111lfactured ny Texlite 

Company. The panels are asaeanled into ba7 llllits 

containing the window sash, and the entire unit can be 



hoisted into plaee and attaehed without the use of 

exterior seattolding. The panels are insulated with 

ageless fiberglass which will not oxidize or absorb 

moisture. The interior wall face of the panel assem-

bly is porcelain enameled steel which ie resistant to 

fire, chemical action, ancl air infiltration. The 

Tex.wall T-10 is very light in weight and is constructed 

ot 18 go.age steel. The finished panel weighs 6.2 

poun4s per square foot. 

The exterior walls that are finished in 11&sonry 

are pre-cast concrete slabs manufactured by MO-Sai. 

The slabs have exposed aggregate surfaces which are 

mosaic in character. Crashed granite, quartz, and 

other vitreous bodies form the aggregate. The slabs 

weiglt 25 pounds per square foot. They have a low 

absorption rate, less than six per cent. 

For a heat coefficient comparison of various 

walls, see the following pag~. (Page 92.) 



DESIGN PROCIDURB 

COD'TICIENTS OF 

II.EAT 1.1lANSMISSION 
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RISJGI PIOPIPY'' 

Btattgc 114 Gtoli!rt 
T•• ..._iliiag i• itaigaea tor ..... r ana triater 

air eoaiitio•i•C• To aeeomplta• tlia with ••• •1•t•• 

a •eat ,.., vaa ••••• A •••t p1111p ia YtrJ 4••1ra•l• 

1• t•t• loealit7 ••••••• of o•eap tltotrie power in 

Vaalaingtoa Co8BtJ aai faYorable well-water eon41tiona. 

--•r air oonti tiontng vaa ooaaiierecl ••••••ar7 
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••eaw.•• llageratovn laaa rather higit eu.maer teaperata.res, 

tle aYerage 4J7 balb teaperat.re heing 91 &11i 95 degrees.I 

It a4i• to the oollfort and tffieiene7 of eaplo1•••• ana 

perllita the ••• of fixt4 aasl wh.icl red:ace• atreet 

noi••• aaa elilliaatt• tlaat aai •oot froa the outside air. 

l'ixtcl •a•h la iaportuat in tilt jail area ••cause it will 

eontiat jail noi•••· Onl7 throagl& t•e ••• of air eon-

41 tioning can tixt4 aaah •• aoeoapliahei. 

flat eooao117 of tht heat pwap reaulta fro• its 

ahilit7 to extraot heat fro• air, grc>8B4, and water. 

Thia i• iont •1 ltttilag l1f11l14 rtfrigerant tYaporate 

i• air, gro .. 4 ooils 1 or water. Tile •eat pa11p acts . 

lite a ioatatio refrigerator. 

i. Beating, featilatiag1 Air loatU.tioaiag ID.iie,19~7,p. 262. 



DESIGN PROCEDURE 

Water has been selected as & heat source. Well 

water is desirable because it never drops helov 32 

degrees Fahrenheit, and well water around Washington 

County is usually 55 to 60 degrees Fahrenheit. The 

high temperature water is very desirable for heat p1l11lps 

as it will result in a more economical operation of 

the system. 'I~he waste water ean he disellargefl into 

dry wella on the site or into the city's sewers. 
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The.btdlding will be heated wi~h uait eontitionera, 

such aa Unitrane. The hot and chilled water tor the 

units will be pumped from the heat pum.p in the base-

ment. Outside air needed for the units will enter the 

u.nits through a hollow metal building panel with the 

air intakes at the wi:r.ulow heads. A unit air eondi tioner 

allows individ.11.al room temperature control. 

Hot water tor domestic aae will be supplied by 

a ldl&ll heat pwnp, using inside air as a source of 

heat. 



~ESIGN P40CEDURE • 

Vertical Tr111portatio1: 

rn1e building has 'two elevators, a pa.ea eager 

elevator and. a freight elevator. The freight elevator 

will be used to transport prisoners f roa the garage 

to the jail and to the courtroom; therefore, it will 

be necessary tor the elevator to be eqaippe4 to open 

on two sides. The elevator machine room will be 

loeated on the fifth floor because it is not necessary 

to extend the shaft through the jail section. 



Part Eight 

CONCLUSIONS 



CONCLJ!SIONS 

The concl•sions are graphicall7 embodied in the 

drawings, and in Part SeYen of the thesis. 
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