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riof®eserinti f County Orpganisation,

y Board of Agriculrure which was organiszed in 1952,
functions very effectively in plamning over-all county agriocultursl
programs. The more important phuses or lines of work are handled
by working committees appointed by the Board. These comuittees
meet several times during the course of a year and participate
wholeheartedly in earrying out various programs. BSach
Agricultural Agency in the county is represented on one or more
of these committees, thus coordinating the efforts of each agen

Mhe Professional Workers Council and the County Mobilisation
Commd ttee works very closely with the Board of Agriculture and
in many instances supplements the work of the Board. The Couneil
meots on a quarterly basis with representatives of each agrioultural
agengy present and partieipating in all programs undertaken.

The County's dairy program is handled in the main by the
Dairy Committee of the County Board of Agrioulture and the county
airy Breeders Association. The Association meets at least twice
each yoar. The officers and directors meet more often.

In addition to the Dairy Breeders Association, there is also
an active Dmiry Herd lmprovement Association in the eounty.
™e Do ¥, I. A« is composed of seventeen (17) herd owners from
is and surrounding counties. This agent's office is headquarters
T Association's supervisor. Supplies, reports and other
ertinent to the operation of the Assceciation are handled

active local farm organizatio: is that of the Farm
t employs a full time secretary who maintains an office
the county seat for its six hundred (600) or more members.

of Agriculture.

Keoklenburg County is located in Southside Virginia adjoining
the state line of North Carclina., It enjoys a fairly long growing
season with an average annual rainfall of about 43.5 inches. Almost
all of the farms can be considered good although the m il types
vary greatly. Approximately one~half of the soils are of granitie
origin with the remaining one-half of slate origin. The granitie
soils harbor the more prosperous type of agriculture. About 75 per
cent of the farm income is derived from the sale of flue tobaceco
and cotton., Twenty eight hundred (2800) tobacco farms produce
approximately 15,929 aores. Due to the high price of tobagco that
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has prevailed during the past several years, the production

of sotton has sharply declined to a point now where not more than
one thousand (1000) farms are producing this commodity. pPeanuts
are grown on & commercial secale on a few less than one hundrod
(1""—‘,‘ farms.

\lthough grown for limited sales, other major orops from
A0 acreage sfandpoint are ocorn and wheat. They are produced sclely
on a subsistance basis on about three~fourths of the farms in the
sounty., The average acreage of corn is 24,000 acres, while that
of wheat is 5,000 acres. Since Mecklenburg is predominately a
cash crop eounty, the devoting of so much land to row crops has
over & period of years resulted in improper land use and a hih
degree of ercsion. Many farmers think solely in terms of these
depleting crops and have given little attention up until just
recently to the improvement of pastures and the production of hay
and feed crops. Many farmers in the county now are beginiing to

more than ever before that good pastures, hay and feed

orops topether with approved rotations for general crops are beginming
t ay high dividends.

@ negro race comprises about fifty pereent of the total
lation. A very mmall percentage of these are farm
Approximately fifty peroent of all farm families in the
rk as tenants or sharecroppers.

ect Activities,
isease and Insect Work.

Situation,

ajor tobacco production problems confromting our growers
at the present time included

(a) The presence of black shank on a large mmber of farms.

b) The presence of root knot nematodes in large mmbers i:
tobaceco fields.

(¢) The failure of many of our growers to appreciate the
® importance of controlling tobaceo plant bed insects,
especially the flea beetle.




2. Goals.

(a) Have every tobacco grower (2800 in ecounty) informed
about varieties of tobacco resistant to black shank.

b) Have growers with root imot nematodes informed about
agronomic practices recommended for root knmot control
as well as the various chemicals recomsended for its
occntrol.

(¢) Conduct three (3) method demonstrations showing growers
the value of controlling plant bed insects, espsoially
the flea beetle.

o+ lethods.

Indoor meetings weres held in January and February to which
wi iblicity was given. The purpose of these meetings was to
ive farmers data on tobacoo varieties resistant to the warious

L] soll borne diseases. Later in the year figld demonstration

meeotings o held to observe the varieties resistant to certain
diseasecs, 1d demonstrations were held featuring the use of
chemioals for the control of root knot. In all eight (8)
le stratio and three (3) indoor meetings were held with a
total attend yver seven hundred (700) farmers.

4. Results.

Surveys reveal that at least half of the county's tobacco
producers are now using one or more of the known resistant varieties.
7ith each passing day farm.rs are reporting their plans to rotate
their tobacoco fields. Coupled with the use of resistant varieties
they plan to stay in the tobacco business for many years to come.

\t least one thousand (1000) producers earried out a
lete ;lant bed spray program using those practices recomended
by the V., P, I. Agricultural gExtension Service and the Research
Stations.

comy
Minor Project Activities Conducted and Results.
ork.
Guernsey Breeders Assogiation with the Dmiry

oo the Coun®y Board of Agrioulture plamed and carried
praoctically all of the county dairy program.




‘age 4

y in the year the Breeders Assooiation held its
er meoting with one hundred (100) breeders

. fricers were elected for the emsuing year,

iate plans were made for the forthooming dairy

cal Dairy Herd Improvement Association remains
size about as it did in 1952, "hile the
t has lost some old members, it has also gained
new members. The number status was the same at the
? nning of the year as it is now, that of seventeen (17)
rds.

Must interest has been shown for the possible fortheoming
n of an Artificial Breeding Association. While the
s with not sufficient interest to actually interest
inseninate®,, it is the hope of our local dairymen that
an association will become a reality during 1054,

ecords reveal that there are now at least sixty (60)
cilbditable purebred Guernsey bulls within the county. Three (3)
of this number came about just recently. Those dairymen who
have found it advantageous to operate on the "swap sire"” basis
are finding this arrangement a money saving proposition. At
least five (5) dairymen operated in this mamner during the year
thus ended. It is of interest to note, that the Artifieial
Breedi Center at Rocky Mount, Virginia, purchased an out=
standi Guernsey bull during the year from a loeal dairyman
of this county.

Hequests were received and individual help was given to seventy-
five (w, dairymen with registration and transfer problems,.
Pive ( potential dairymen were supplied plans for dairy barn
onstruction., Three (3) of this number have already begun
construction,

"gndless chain purebred Guernsey Project™ started in

1949, o es on a sound basis. There is at present, ten (10)
animals in the project with a strong possibility of some several
to be added early in the New Year.

(B) Beef Cattle Work.

Beoause of the "slump" in cattle prices, beef cattle
mumbers have not increased as was the case in 1952, In fact
mumbers have fallen somewhat during the year. In spite of the
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over-all situation, however, farmers are still finding and
azreei that beef cattle production fits well into their
general farming program,

Farmers with sizeable herds are making great strides in
constructing necessary equipment to handle their herds. At
least ten (10) fermers were furnished plans for the construction
of pole type barns. This year saw at least three (3) barns
£ this type fully constructed in the ocounty, Fifteen (15)

] furnished plans for holding pens and loading
(10) such pens and chutes were constructed during
the year. Ome beef cattle producer in the county constructed
a rather elaborate "show type" barn. This structure, while it
would probably be too expensive for the average producer, proves
a real asset to its owner. It has attracted rather wide attention.

L Interest in the Amnual Petersburg Feeder Calf Sale this
year by county beef producers was not as high as has been the
oase in past years. Bven so, six (6) producers found it
advantageous to consign a total of sixty-five (65) beef calves
the arrual sale. In view of the overall price situation,
rs were generally well pleased with prices received.
(2) producers of this county are represented on the Board
»f this sale, Those producers with one (1) other
1ty, econstitute a canmittee to help loecal eonsignors
eir calves for sale. This agent has worked with this
and has always found them willing
1z out any and all beef cattle

members entered a steer each in the
rg Fat Stook Show and Sale held in the Spring of
hile they did not br home any champiomship
honors, one club member did place second in his elass. Five (5)
¢lub membere presently have a steer each to be entered in the
1964 Show and Sale.

For the first time in the history of the Meecklemburg County
air, beef cattle entries outmumbered those of other livestoock.
lasses consisted of the major breeds, with more entries from
outside of the county than at anytime before. The loeal Fair
Association advooates and weloomes participants from outside it
own oount Ralph V., Westing, Associate Extension Animal Husbendman
»f Vo Po 1. was the shows official placing judge.




(¢) Pasture Work.

The County Pasture Improvement Committee functicned

effectiwly in guiding asture development program through

the year., The committee, some forty (40) members strong and

representing all segments of business and agrioulture in the

ocounty, met quarterly for the sole purpose of getting more

pasture and better pastures in the county. No meeting is

"eut and dried" so to speak, but rather one where the

"round table" discussion is the true pioture., Every member

contributes in one way or another. This year saw the committee

sponsor a portion of a trie-county pasture tour, the first of its

sort ever to be held in Southside Virginia. Ome (1) combination

boef ocattle and tobecco farm and one(l) dairy farm was visited
@in this county by over one hundred (100) farmers who attended the

tour. BExhibit wo. 1 shows the group on the general farm of

8, ¥. Varren and Sons of South Hill, Virginia. Exhibit No, 2

shows the group at the mmber two (2) stop of the tour, when

it visited the dairy farm of E, B. Walker of Chase City, Virginia.

Progress toward the ten (10) year pasture goal insugurated
in 19650 was seriously handicapped this year by the severe drought
that has existed almost sinee the beginning of June. Ome year
ago, oareful and rather detailed survels by the county's pasture
comnittec revealed at least 16,000 acres of what would de

ared pood permanent pasture. At this writing it is

1 determine how much of this mmber has been literally
burned o by the drought. An attempt is presently being made
by those concerned to determine where the county now stands in
ts ten (10) year goal of 53,960 acres. In spite of the weather
handiecap, many concerned with the county's pasture program, feel
that the program is still progressing, may be slowly, but surely.
Hardly a day has passed during the year that this agent has not
received one or more requests from farmers concerning their own
pasture program,

Five (5) pasture demonstrations contimue in forece. All are
carried out in cooperation with the Plant Food Institute of North
Carolina and Virginia. Two (2) of the five (5) demonstrations are
conducted by 4= Club members. These boys have done a very
creditable job with their pastures in spite of the lack of moisture.

At loast five (5) human interest stories giving the successful
experience of farmers with good permanent pastures were earried in
the looal papers and through a local radio station. This was timed
with the usual pasture seeding per'od and no doubt helped promote
the seeding of additional pastures.
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Work.

p tion demonstrations embodying all of the
oo dations and practices were earried out during
Lack of mmple soil molsture, however, prevented these
ns from coming up to expectations and desired results.
soil moisture was seriously lacking, farmers have
continued to earry out those practices that would normally serve
to boost production. The three (3) local newspapers and a local
radio station helped tremendously in getting timely information
’ farmers during seasons when certain agronomic preactices were
i50 order.

cocperation of corn hybrid seed dealers, looal newspaper
radio stations have aided in maintaining a fairly
reentage of land buing devoted to hybrids., It is estimated
t 804 of the county corm acreage this year was devoted
All available information as to adapted hybrids,
lanting recomnmendations have been furnished from
ll looal seed dealers. These dealers have
leheartedly in passing on to their customers and
type of information.
1) grain sanitati meoting was held to which all loecal
soed a feed dealers were invited, Their ocooperation in this

progran as a whole is proving very wortiwhile in many respectas.
in the Drought Emergency Feed Prupram, dealers are offering their
services in the same unsdlfish manner.

() Cooperative Wool Pool and Sheep Work.

Twenty=ene (21) flock owners ia the county produced a total
»791 1lbs, of wool this year. t assisted the owners in
their wool through the United Wool Growers issoeliation.

$1815400 was the total premium payment in cash received by county
growers for their product. It is of interest to note that of the
total 3,791 lbs. produced, only 200 lbe, was graded as burr=tied.

is striking evidence that growers are doing a Number One

in preparing their wool for aarket.

All growers were reminded through personal letters and looal
ne wspapers to treat their flocks for worms. BEvery rrower was
visite rsonally by this agent at one time or another during
the year a almost every case growers were found to be doi

sreditable job wi their flooks.

farmors were assisted in securing good grade ewes.
urebred rams were placed and arrangements made for two (2)
jrowers to gwap rams. Orowers continue to market theip lambe
gooperatively. Ag this narrative is being written, plans are
derway for a esible organizational meeting of this group in
jouthside Virginia.
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Three (3) farmers have recently requested information
reogardi sheep production. It is quite likely that another

pear will see our total flook mumber raised from the present
twenty-one (21) %o a possible twenty=four (24) or twenty-five (26),
(?) Tobacco Work,
2696 rrower: soklonburg County, this year, grew a total
15,547 aores of tobacco. The real tobaoco production proble
y t diseane which was covered at some length under
ect Activity of tobacco disease jubsequent
enbrage those activities related to tobacco other
d insects,

wo (2) warietal experiments continued in forece during 1963
as was the canse in 1952, This partioular projeot is grown in
eoonera with t"\ (2) leading tobacco companies and V., P, 1.
The two (2) eooperating farmers, John T. Willismns of Baskerville
and James 04 Brooks of Jouth Hill, have each eocoperated whole=-
bheartedly in eunducting these tests. It is estimated that at
least six hundred (600) growers have Been these experimental
plots at one time or another during the year,

hree (3) meetings of growers were held during the winter
for the purpose of supplying information to farmers concer:
fertiliszer and other gemeral tobacco production practioces,
essrs. G, Re Yathews and 8. B, Femne, Speoialists of V. P. 1.,
assisted the agents with this type of meeting. Over five hundred
(500) farmers attended the three (3) meetings.

Four (4) plant bed demonstrations were held featuring the
i f Cymnamid for control of weeds. Over three hundred
ed the four (4) demonstrations,

estimated that at least 375 farmers were directly
bt ing better tobacco seed consistd ng of improved
strains,

lue tobaceo barn renovation continued to expand repidly,

his renovat involved the installation of the “Oxford" ridge

t ventilator and the installation of insulation material.

P { farmers were furnished plans for constructing and
stalling the ventilator., Recent surveys reveal that 30% of the
flue cured tobacco growers in the county have improved their

®oxist barns in one way or another during the past eighteen (18)
months.

pe
¢

i




ALt ot recommended by the wvarious experimental
ations, farmers are eontinuing the practice of applying mineral
»il and/or oil emulsion for the comtrol of suckers in tobasco.
any prowers are finding this practice a labor saving devise as
woll pontrolling suckers. On the other hand many growers
are f that althou it controls suckers, it is also
oausing considerable injury to their tobacco. It is estimated
hat at least 50X of the county's 2396 grogers applied this material
at least a portion of their orop.

L

(G) Cotton Work,

® ™o County Cotton Improvement Association was active in
carrying out many of the county's programs relating to sottor
productions Ome (1) field meeting was held to inform growers of
the 1 rtance of eontrolling cotton inseots, especially the boll
weovil. Dr. J. 0. Rowell and Mr. w. P, Lacy, Specialists of
Ve ¥ 1e, attended and discussed this topic as well as other
practices relating to production. This field meeting was attended
by approximately fifty (60) growers.

The annual meeting of the local Cotton Improvement Group was
ary with the same specialists mentioned above assisting
embodied a discussion of cotton inseots and control
lanting, fertilization, and improved warieties. The
a8 rather small and is was agreed that such meetin

be attempted in 1954, Field meetings, however, will be
1954,
L
e ginners in the county were assisted by the
al n Sampler's Bond. This bond permits
to pull apl of eotton from the finshed bale and
submit it to the Classi: ffice for classification as to the
;rade and staple length.
o
All gimners, seven (7) in number, carried a full supply of
the various dusting materials for their customers. Orowers in
Soneral depended upon their ginner for this material as well as
seed for their planting needs.

(H) Forestry Work.

it least forty=five (45) farmers were assisted by officials
£ ‘irginia Forest Service, V. P. 1. Extension Porestry
epartnent and this agent in the estimating and marking of their
timber,
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is estimated that 50,000 loblelly pine seedlings were
nted in the Spring by a mumber of farmers and requests
y being received from farmers for seedlings to be
transplanted early next year. Several large lumber concerns ir
@!e county furnished seedlings on numerous occasions to farmers
at no cost.

Interest remains high in the use of treated posts. The apgent
receives, constantly requests from farmers desiring information
about home methods of post treating.

it is of interest to note that this year saw the establislment
of a small commercial fence post treating plant in the county.
Parmers ar&rindinr this service a great asset to the county.
{ ) .1.:.' report that calls for posts are mmerous.

Jwners L :

As this narrative is being written plans are underway for a
one-day forestryeschool to be held in the eounty very early ir
the year. The Forestry Committee of the County Board of

culture feels there 1s a great need for such a program. It

be the intention of all those concerned with the school, to

ether M1 timber interests in the county as well as

Communi ty Improvement Work,.

landscape demonstrations established during
to a real advantage as this narrative is beiny
four (4) demcnstrations, situated in widely
i the county, can now be termed result

denonstrations, At some time or other during the year, it is
egtinated that over 600 farm and non=farm families have observed
them and applied some aspects of the demonstrations to their
own home grounds.

ree (3) rural Churches with landscape problems in the

inty were directly assisted at mumerous perieds throughout

rear. There were others with special problems, at times, but

specialist of the V. P, 1, Horticulrueal Department have come
to the agent's aid on those occasions in a fine manner,

Pwenty=five (25) rural farm f@milies saw it during the
yeoar to improve the entrances to their drive. There is a feeling
by many that farm folks are begiuning to sense the need of
local commnity improvement organisations. This is one of the
long time goals of the Home and Community Improvement Committee,
whioh will comtinue to receive real emphasis in subsequent years.
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(J) riseellansous Activities.
his secti f the narrative will contain some of those
activities that required a part of the agent's time during the
wmve not been considered elsewhere. The following are
those jobs that deserve mentions

1. This agent has served during the year as seoretary ¢
Coun ard of Agrioculture, Chairman of the County Weterans
Training Advisory Committee, secretary to the County ‘asture
Iaprovement Committee and is represented on the Resolutions
Committee of the County Farm Bureau.

€. Served as a member of the "Calvacade of Conservatio
Committeo during the year, representing the V. P, I. Bxtension
Service.

3. Served as a member of the County Drought Bmergency
it is comnittee has met regularly every Priday eveni
this program. A total of seven (7) meetings
) date,

the ocounty's offieial representative in the
ram.

ave worked closely with officials of the Meeklenbdurg
for and conducting the County's 42nd

.
 owners in the county were sent letters regardin;

purchasing United States aving Bonds,

(15) radioc talks were prepared and given over
radio station WSVS, Crewe, Virginia, n a mmber of broadoasts
agents in .c‘viﬂud puests.

8. Have participated in all meetings the County Agrioultural
obilization Committee has held.
L]

94 Attended as a guest of the looal Bankers Association, the
antual three=day Farmer-panker Conference held at Natural Brid e,
Virginia.

10, It wib the writer's pleasure to attend a three = weeks
rvice=Tral £ Short Course for Hxtension Agents at the
f Arkansas, June 29 = July 17th inclusive. This was
experience and one that will not soon be forgotten,




General

° e 4=j] Extension program is organiszed and operated on %
state an. The local 4«i club officers meet on a county-wide
bagis and elect their county officers and set up their county
standing committees. The locul officers and desipmted 4~
Jlub members govern the county 4<% progran with the aid of a
4- 11t advisory couneil, Extension Agents and loecal leaders.
i s organigation, the 4~ objectives are established and
als are achieved, he over-all goal is to inecrease the
arollment with worthy boys and 1s in the county and
en all phases of 4=l Club work to obtain that desired
i ent of better eitisens for the Club, County and Country.
L
here wers seventeen (17) astive 4=H boys clubs organised
in Necilenburg County for the 1962«563 Extension year. These
clubs were organized and met on a monthly basis. All meetings
were held during school hours. The clubs were organised ascording
to their age groups, with consideration given to school grades
and group size. BZach group met jointly every month for their
business meeting and program presentation. Loocal officers would
conduct the meeting and the program chairman would be in charge
f the programs. After sach meeting, the boys and girls would
separate with the leaders and 4~il agents for project instruction
or other phases of 4-il work.

The total enrollment in the seventeen (17) boys clubs was
206 members in which they carried 273 projects. fthese projects
being divided as follows: Corn - 31, other cereals = 1, peanuts = 2,
hay = 2, cotton = 3, tobaoco = 22, home gardens - 6, forestry - 7,
poultry = 9, dairying = 21, beef cattle = 26, swine 31, rabbits « §,
bees = 1, Entomology = 352, Farm and Home Eleotric = 19 and farm
safety -~ 57. However, for various reasons there were only 87

club members who submitted completed 4=l records, which

d ninety-two (92) oompleted agricultural projects. (I

believe it is appropriate to say at this time that more 4=il boys
oarry the work and s rvision of their project but for some

reas fall to complete their record books; therefore, the mmber
of boys eompleting their record books does not indicate a justified
record of boys receiving training in project work).

r Whose 4=i! members who complated their project work, they
showed an investment of §7,160 in livestock projects. The total
profits received by the 4~H members from all projects was $5,376.
Some contests were held, in whioch §157.00 in prisze money was given
to 4=l Club members.
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the Farm and Home Zlectrie Project work, three (3)
ertook twenty-six (26) projects dealing with eleetricity
inoluded such things as remodeling, rcpclrim- and construction.
eight=one (81) farm and home hagsards corrected or
y 4=11 Club members. One boy completed his insect
collected thirty-two (32) different insects, learning
y and control the insects.

\otivities

There were two (2) County Council meetings held during th
yoar. The first meeting was the election of officers and plw
the program of 4=il Club work for the year. The 4=H program insl
such items as 4=§ National Week, 4~ Sunday, Guernsey Field Day,
jounty Fair, Rural Electric Project, 4=H Camps and the Annual
Plenic. The second meeting was held to make plans for the amnual
Achievement Day Program to be held on November 6th, 1963. The
fall meeting for 1963=54 will be held in the near future to
formulate plans for another year.

The Farm and Home Electrie project was carried out with the
help of the power companies in the ecounty. Omne (1) school project
class was held at the Mecklenburg Electrie Cooperative workshop

fourteen (14) 4=H members partiecipated. The projects
by these 4~1 members were remodeling lamps, constructin
s and pig brooders, repairing electric applicances such as
irons, toasters and other household items. Also work om making
extensi cords and the use of eleotric appliances.
lenburg County Junior Guernsey Show was not held this
year is is a project carried on in cooperation by 4=ff and F. F. A.
wmbers., The Ouernsey Breeders Association directors held ome (1)
wet to make arrangements for this event, but as time went by,
t was imperative that another meeting be held in order to consider
the ocancellation of this event. The event was cancelled because
of the '- ught conditions the ocounty. The dairy animals were
not 4 ndition to be shown as show animals because of feed
shortages. Sines the animals were not in a condition to be showm,
the youth realized this and did not have any desire to prepare
their animal#for the show. However, plans are being made to have
the show in 1964, The Junior Guernsey Field Day and Show was to
have been held in cooperation with the Meoklenburg County Fair.

ac
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The Guernsey Endless Chain Heifer Project continues to be
a success in the county. Since the initial operation of this
project tiere has been ten (10) Purebred Guernsey heifers placed
with 4=f! Club members. There are four (4) 4= boys in different
communities who have heifers that will calve during 1964, There-
fore four (4) 4=H additional olub members should receive heifer
calves during 1964, There is a great demand for these heifer
ocalves by 4=H Club members.

The Cognty Extension Staff and the eitisens of Mecklenburpg
considered it a privilege to have the International Farm
ixchangee, Ny, James Gibd from Seotland, in the county

ing June and July 1963, Mr. Gibb spent fifteen (15) days with
r. and Mrs. Dave Brower (Mr. Brower being & 4= All Star). He
also spent four (4) days with “r. and Mrs. A. D, Hart and Fanily.
™he A. D, Hart family include two (2) outstanding 4= boys in the
4~5 Club.

At the Browers' he had a chance to observe the operation of
a good beefl cattle farm. At the Harts', he was on a farn where
a largs or of field ocrops were grown, especially tobacco (under
irrigation); and the raising of beef cattle. The two families,
he visited,are among the most outstanding in the county. James
spoke to the Mecklenburg, Lunenburg and Charlotte County$® DIIA
members at their ansual dinner meeting, Nottoway Beef Cattle
Producers Association, Youth of the Chase City Presbyterian Church,
Boydton Ruritan Club, 4= Club members at Camp Farrar and tw (2)
e Dememstration Clubs in Mecklenburg County. He made talks
included an attendance of 286 people. The County Soil
Conservation Supervisor took him to eight (8) different farms to
observe their farm lay-cut. James also made ome (1) radio talk
and arrangements were also made for him to visit relatives in
Columbia, South Carolima.

Sre. Gibb seemed tc have enjoyed his visit inesofar as he
wanted to stay longer, The heat wave was really a task for him.

T™he 4= Club members have one department in the Mecklenburg
County Pair. Fourteen (14) boys exhibited twenty-three individual
exhibitsgrith all eommunities partieipating. The boys won a grand
total of twenty-eight dollars and fifty oents ($28,50) in prize

oney. The 4=H department was a joint project with the girls.

The exhibits ineluded tobacco, corn, eggs, sweet potatoes, bird
houses, electric lamps, handieraft made at 4~H Camp and 4=H record
books. The 4«i golor scheme was the background for the department
oothe
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e baf)} beef project continues to be strengthened ineso=far
as there were four (4) baby beeves in the Petersburg Junior Sho
and Sale. The four (4) animals were fed and shown by th
4=~11 bo This junior show and sale is sponsored the
Junior Chamber of Commerce. Arthur Hart had two (2) Angus bat
beeves in which one placed ninth in the heavy Angus olass, HNHunter
darr rw's Angus calf placed second in the light Angus class,

iving him a $26.00 —rruo. Samuel Land, Jr. had a Hereford calf
s did not place.

For the 1954 Junior Calf Show and Sale, there are six (¢)
enbers who have purchased choice ealves to feed for the
sale, which ineludes four (4) Hereford calves and two (2)
s ocalves. here is also a possibility of another 4<H boy having
) & ms calves., These calves are all on full feed
Ixtension Staff,

dless Chain pig Project was a project
he 3 " this year, There were four (4) breeding
silts this year., The 4=l boys received their sow pigs in
April an ¢ estimated weight of these breeding gilts at present
is around two hundred and fifty (250) pounds. In June, the 4-H
boys in this project attended a Sears Foundation banquet along
one parent and the assistant ocounty agent. Mr. Curtis Mast :
an interesting talk to the 4~H boys, parents and guests. This talk
for the 4=H boys raising breeding gilts. re
ur (4) gilts in Ugtober and he was very
& job well done, The winners were
as f ) mory lllJop, Jr., First; W, 8. Bevell, Jr., Second;
Js.-ms Campbell, Third and Donald Thompson, Fourth, These gilts
v beon bred and will farrow in March 1964, A purebred Spot?,ad
Poland China male pig was purchased by the Sears Poundation in June
and placed in the commmity., This make has developed into a xioo
breeding male and it iz a real asset to the community and oo
In 1954, another community will be selected and five (5) 4-u ho;,l
will receive purebred Spotted Poland China sow pigs. A total of
fifty-six (56) 4=H boys have received purebred swine under this
program since the initial start in 1942,

4=l Camp at Camp Farraf was attended by seven (7) boys
y (20) girls. There were alsc two (2) men leaders and
pan leader assisting with this program. These leaders
essential to the Camp. Three (3) older 4=§ Youth attended
ration Camp at Camp Farrar. It is good to report that
mexbers had a good time and want to go again. It
desired effort to have our full quota at the eamp in 1954
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The 19563 4~H Short Course was attended by W. 8, Bewvell, Jr.,
ason Hutcheson and Florence Lee Daniel. The 4=l members enjoyed
thelr trip to the 4=l Short Course because it was educational
and recreational, in this way, they were able to bring wvaluable
Lormation to other 4~i members in the county. It was alsoc a
privilege to see Mason Hutcheson agoepted in the 4«1 All Star
rganization. Mason has been an outstanding member in 4+H Clu

at present he is enrolled at V. P, I. in a dairying course.
was his major project in 4= Clud work,

Some fifteen (15) 4«11 boys and girls partioipated in different
roadeasts on the Lxtension program over WIVS at Crewe,
v inia. Thgse 4=i members related their experiences in project
work and camp aotivities over the radio,

The weatherman really hampered the County 4=H Achievement
Day 'rogram. A snow storm foroed the oancellation of the progranm
& fow hours before the program. The speaker for the progran was
¥iss Cora Marie Blacimore, who was to relate her experiences on
her trip to Australia as a member of the International Farm Youth
Bxchange Program. The County 4=H Council had met and planned all
the details for the Achievement Day. The progran ineluded the

ntation of county project awards; prize money earned at the

Fair; aanouncing wimners in the Sears Foundation Endless

Pig Frojeet; a sumary of the year's 4= activities; acknow-

nts of 4=il members who had done outstanding work with their
projects; acimowledgements of 4=~H leader: w«d the initiation of e
County 4«1 Honor Club. Ume of the loecal high school teachers was
in charge of the musicdlofg with the 4= song loaders.

During the December 4eil Club meetings a small achievement
program will be held in each 4-H Club, The county project awards,
medals inecluded work in the following: Achievement, Conservation,
Sntomology, Farm and Home Safety, Poultry Achievement, Neat Animal,
Leadership, Field Crops, Parm and Nome Electris, Dairy Achievement
and Citigenship. The medal swards go to twenty (20) boys and one (1)
girle The wimmers in the Sears Foundation project will receive
prize money as follows: First place $80,00, second place $25.00,
thir lace $15.00 and fourth place $5.,00,

airy Clubs are in the process of being orpganised
in dairy projects will justify an organisation.
hese clubs will receive training in dairy

Y, feeding and management problems, and
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progran in Meoklenburg County had a "set=back"”
1953, when Lu Jacob resigned as assistant county
p County Agent, with his program of work, did not
earry on the full program in which Mr. Jacod
Consequently, 4= work could not receive the
wis required. The assistant county agent's
filled until June 1983,

county Extensi Program, hope to strengthen
rogram during the 1963-54 year,

ther Agriocultural Ageneies.

xtension Service persomnel here in Mecklenburg enjoys
continuous good will, fellowship and wholehearted support

" all other professional workers within the county.

he sincere desire on the part of all the professional
workers to render the greatest possible service to the famm
P le and give all the aid possible to those with whom they
work, has helped achieve this cordial relationship.

With the exoeption of the office of tha Farmers Home
istration, all offices of other Agricultural Agencies are
ated under the same roof as the Axtension Office and as
1ld be expected almost constant contact is maintained, In
wetings of the County Board of Agriculture, Agriocultural
Profes al Vorkers and the County Agricultural Mobilisatior
Comnittee, workers are brought even closer together,

The Extension Agent is careful to forward all copies of newly
i bulletins and other informational releases to every
rofessional worker. All professional workers, both white
ro, ve felt this service to be most helpful.

relationship exists between the white Extensior
apgont b negro agent here | ocklenburg. The negro agent
frequently assists the white agent and vice versa, BSuch a
relat ship has doubtless achieved maximum results with both
races.

igpecially is there a most cordial relationship between the

Conservationisp and the agent who see each other almost every
day. Requests for assistance and information is exchanged
constantly.
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The agent endeavors to keep abreast of all the programs
istrated by the P. M. A, in order to answer questions asked
him with reference to their program. Personnel of the loeal
o 1's A, office have cooperated wholeheartedly in promoting
better agricultural methods and practices in the county. The
agent has assisted the F, i, A, whensver possible with their
TIMe Fous rograms.

ther Agricultural Agencies and Organisations with whom the
agent has worked closely include the Farm Bureau, Forestry Service,
Department of Vooational Agrioulture, Froduotion Credit Association
and the Farmers Home Adninistration,

ther Means of Reaching People.

ixtension persomnel depends largely on the County Board of
Agriculture and the Board's sub-committees for plans regarding
the county Extension program.
- Committee meetings are held, at which time definite goals
are set up and plans made for various demonstrations, eto.

! ®are three (3) local papers in the county. Bach
is put od weekly, with one or more finding their way into ¢
homes of nearly every family in the county. Whenever possible the

agent writes an agricultural ocolumn for each paper which carries
such information as timely suggestions, notices of meetings,

)’ demonstrations and similar items. The local editors also
cooporate wholeheartedly in carrying news articles written by
the State Extension Editorial 0ffice.

ial meetings, both indoor and field meetings, are widely
sseminati f information. Such meetings were
inder the headi: f Project Activities.

'hroughout the year the agent has been appearing on the
ifteen (15) minute Agrioul tural Extension Service Program over
I5VS, Crewe, Virginia. The Home Agent and County Agricultural
ents present a program each week, altermating the weeks.

Sometimes interviewed on these programs are guests inel
4=}l Club members.

svaluati of Year's Work.

To attempt to aocquaint 4,030 farm families with the Extension
Program would take the best of one's entire life and that life
would need be a long, long one. It would be out of order to report
that the agent or his assistant had influenced this great mmber,




Page 19

me way or another 3,225 of those

been influenced by the Extension Program, MNany
doubt, have been influenced by the Extension Progran
; aware of it, Result desonstrations have attributed

Jther farmers have been influenced by personal
oersonal farm visits, meetings, radio programs, and loecal

8. Additional farmers have been influenced by the

8 Progran by committeemen and members of the County Board
gricul ture and other Agricultural Agencies.

w writer has oontimued to emphasize the importance of a
diversified type of farming rather than relying upon the system of
one orop farming. This subject continues to be foremost in
he minds of committeemen and leadors working with rural people.

the direction of a more completely
inlt is assured,

evaluating the year's work, this agent considers
igation of the County Board of Agriculture as one
ng the year to keep the County
e This organisation made up of some of
the county talk over, discuss and plan those
other agency except Extension is designed to handle.

see the fine mmumner in which the
F accepte the Sxtension Prorram,
local leaders and others in all the programs
Pt she idxtension personnel has been all this agent could
fore The cooperation given the agent at all times has been
most gratiflying.
N
\eknowledy ments,

lad it not been for the support of mumercus individuals and
organizations, th accomplishments set forth in the preceding
pagos would not have been possible. e are especially grateful
ose farmers who oconducted demonstrations, ocomaittecmen of the
d of Agriculture and leaders for their willingness to
wver possible the Extension personnel in achieving worthe
while objectives.

All the volumteer 4-H Club and Youth leaders.

Jo G Rogers, District Agent, whose visits and timely
s have beeu most worthwhile.

argaret 5. Pevell, Extension Stenographer, whose
assiatance furth the overall Extension Program.




i, Mathews, 5. B.
elly

ite,

Fenne, W. W. Levds, J. R, Rowell,
» Jumes W. gowe, C. E. Gil11, J. A. Waller, Jr.,
S« De Theary, A. 8. Bpeecher, Hugh Henderson,

« Horring who are the Extension Specialists wo have worked
sely.

other al workers in the county, all of whom
noe in one way or another to the

huges
s narrative,
siness firms who have donated money and prizes toward
erance of 4=H Club work.

lant od Institute of North Carolina and Virginia

fertilizer used in connection with five (!
lemonstrations,

ears Roebuck Foundagion in furnishing gilte to deser
r furtherance of livestock project work.

wnmbers
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PROGRAM EMPHASIS  Interpretution
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CROPS — Production ant Marketing -7




CROPS  Production and Marketing
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MARKETING, DISTRIBUTION, AND FARM AND HOME SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS Interpre




MARKETING, DISTRIBUTION, AND FARM AND HOME SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
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SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT, FORESTRY, AND WILDLIFE —Interpret
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SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT, FORESTRY, AND WILDLIFE

A
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PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FARM BUSINESS - Inte

PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FARM BUSINESS




FARM BUILDINGS AND MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT iInterprotation

TECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
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THE HOUSE AND SURROUNDINGS, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT - Interpretation
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1
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.
THE HOUSE AND SURROUNDINGS, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT
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HOME MANAGEMENT, FAMILY ECONOMICS, AND (LOTHING — Interpretatic

HOME MANAGEMENT, FAMILY ECONOMICS, AND CLOTHING




FAMILY LIFE AND SAVETY Interpretation

HEALTH, FAMILY LIFE, AND SAFETY




COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS -/




COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS
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SUMMARY OF ¢ H CLUB PROJECTS—Interpretation
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4 H CLUB MEMBERSHIP—Interpretation
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WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN
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