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The Southera Industrial Educational
Association,

On December 25, 1905, Mra. Martha S.Giclow of Cressis-
boro, Alabama, called a few friends together in the Gity
of Washington, sud organized the Southern Industrial
Bdooationa} Assotiation, which was shortly thereafter
incorporated. The object of this Association is o pro-
mote the education of the neglected white children of the
mountsin and remote rural regions of the Sonthern Stotes.

The condition of the negro in those States lag hereto-
fore appealed strongly to people of wealth and Lenevo-
lence. Private charity, fupplethented by taxation, has
tairly well provided his educatichi. Moregver, the
negroes Hive largely in or near the towns, where facili-
ties for education ue‘p'nm than in the strictly rural
districts.  Very different ls the edncationsl prospect for
the whitz people in the regions mentioned. There the
population is practically all white, and it is there that
schools are most needed. In many counties, the percent-
age of itliteracy is very great—irom thirty to Gfty per
cent, is the estimaie of well-inforined persons. The prin-
cipal cause of thiz is that the proportion of the State school
funda, usually distrihated according to population, is too
smal] for the erection of sultable school houses and the
maintenance of schools with competent teuchers: and the
people are too poor to supply the necessary means through
special, local taxation. In many communitics, in fact,
there are no schools at ali.
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It shounld be remefmbéred that these pecple are of the
same stock which, under favorable conditions, has slways
taken the Jead in progress.

The Southern Industyial Educational Association waa
organized especially for their benefit in the belief thet
the jmprovement of their condition, mental and physical,
is of vital importance to the welfsre of onrconntry. Any-
thing soever that condnces to good citivenship in any part
of our comamon country, contribntes to the general pro-
gress of our civilization and the malntenance of our
institutions.

Another resson for the nosatisfectory conditions that
we wonld remedy is, that where educationn! facilities
have been offered, the type of education has been such
as to Jead the more intelligent youth sway from home,
instead of makiog them factors in the development of
the communities in which they bave been reared.

Professor Andrew J. Ritchie, one of theie mountain
boys whose talent and persistence finally enabled him to
secure as good an educatios as is to be had in this cougtry,
having been for some me Professor of Boglish in the
University of Texas, was finally, through failare of
health, compelied to return to his native region where
he ia now engaged in educational work. He hiay maden
careful study of the prevailiog conditions and neéds of
the mountain districts of the South, andas the rescits says:

'' The old education feils to reach the mountain 5
lem, becanse it is not sdapted to mountsin condi )
Its practical operation is to educate the brighest material
out of the consmenity and leave ite socisl and ecopomic
life weakened and impoverished. The kind of educstion
needed s education which shall have a lu-ﬁ beari:
upon the life which the people are to lead. ¢ sclu::f
throngh which this o, j;‘go be provided must

NOV is 1u28

establish a practical conn
work. Tts course of stud

hahits of Iudustry and thri
Gevelop their reaotivees.  The mountain boy needs {6 be
trsined in agriculture, forestyy, deirying, and animal
hosbandry, and in hapdicrafts 'in woodwork and other
indrstries for which the inaterials lie at hand unuzed,
The mountain girl needs to he treined in the art of
orderly housekeeping and suceessful home-naking, which
shall combine with the pure mountain air and water to
give these people phiysical heglth, which is their birthright.

“‘ The mountaiz school mnst also be an evangelinng,
spiritzal end moral foree. It mnst do the work which s
not being done in the remote monntain districts by the
church and the evangelistic prescher. It must set in
wmotion influences which will soften the mountain temper
and displace the apirits of the fand. It must banish the
evil of whiskey and its attendant evils of moral and social

tlon, It must impart soch a breadth and rich-
ness of social Jife as shall make the mountain community
an atiractive place in which to live.

' The natural basis for thiy kind of educstion is found
in the economic comdition of the people and in the in-
dustries which they mmst pursne. They must earn their
living with the labor of their own bands. Their wealth
mmnst come from the soil and the products of the handi.
rrafts. They are their own carpenters, their own black-
smiths, and to & large extent their own wesvers. Thelr
household furniture, h:m‘:lug‘ehaplemmu, and wearing
appuel are lurgely home . ‘Thelrresources and in-

ustrial environment constitute a basis of wealth whick,
if developed by industrial edueation, will make them less
dependent than any other people upon the outside world
for their living."*

The object of this Aasocistion {5 to promote such a
system of education, by the establishment of rurul schools
in which sgriculture, horticulture, handicraft, and do-
mestic science may be taught, thereby furnishing prac-
tical instroction that will enable the mass of children to
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becomeintelligent fariners, mechanics, and honsekeepecs.

Here and there, philanthropic persons have cstablished
schools adapted to these canditions and ends. . Dependent
entirely upon charity, they are gencrally poorly endowed
and most of them are struggling for existence. Thz;v
sre in need of additional buildings and appliances. It
is the purpoge of thiy Association to help these achools
and to establish others where they are anost peeded. It
would provide means, aiso, that will extend the benefits
of these schools to children whose hunes ore 50 remote
that they cannot come and go daily. Pifty dollars will,
in many cases, maintain such a scholar for a school year.
Io many places, three hundred and sixty dollars a year
will provide a competent teacher,

The Asspciation wishes, particnlarly, to ald rural com-
munities in which the people themselves are endeavor-
ing to establish schools of the desired chazacter.

We trust that many philanthropic people will give
mouey for the accomplishment of these purposes.

We reclive that the problem of educating the needy
white children of the rural regicns of the South can not
be compietely solved by providing even a large number
of industrial schools supported by philanthropy. But
these may be established a0d developed to the point of
meeting the immediste needs of the people, snd finally
render them independent of assistancs,

We appesl to the patriotism’ and philanthropy of the
people of our common countsy for contcibutions in aid of
our objects.

Yersons may beconte annual members by the payment
of one dollar per yeur ; life members by the payment of
ten dollars or more.

Wasliington, D. C., Fehmary, 1907,
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CHARTER

SOUTHERN INDUSTRIAL EDUCATIONAL
ASSOCIATION.

Organized Under the Laws of tbe District of Columbla.

Axtiche X,

The nante of this Association ahall be the Southern In.
dustriat Bducational Association.

Articie IX.
The tem for which this Associstion s organized is

fiRy years.
Avticle IXK.

The business and objects of this Associstion are and
shall be 0 promote and sid in the genersl, practical, avd
industrigl education of the white children and youth in
what is gencrally known as the Southern States of the
United Btates of America; to establish and maintain
schools and institutions for such purposes;: and to aid
like schools established by other persons when the man-
agement aud course of instruction thereof shall be ap-
praved by the trustees of this Associstion.

And to accomplish these ends the Assodation shall
have power 1o collect, receive, hold, lispose of, and make
appropriaticns of lands, moneys, and other property.

&

Articie 1v.

The wmanagement sud direclors of this Association
shall be known as the trnstees.

Twelve irustees shall be chosen by ibe incorpormtors,
whose names are subscribed heretn, who shall hold their
offices during the first yvear and until their successors
shall have been elected. The number. the time, place,
and manner of election, the terms of office, and the right
of nominating their successars thall Le as prescribed in
the by-lawz of this Association.

BY LAWS.
Acticie 1.
Troskten, Hicclion of, Dullex, cic.

Bxe, 1. At the meeting of the eluctors hereinafter pro-
vided for at the end of the present yesr, the successors
of the trustees heretolore clwsen in pursnance of the cer-
tificate of Incorporation, shall be elected as follows: Four
for a term of one year, four for a term of two years, and
four for u tevm of three years. At each succeending
sunual meeting four trostees shall Le elected to Al the
places of those whose terms have then expired, bat all
trastees ahall hold their offices until the election of and
the acceptazce thereof by their snccesaors.

S#c. 2. The trustees, a majority of whom shall conati-
tute 3 quorum at sl meetings, shall have the entire con-
trol, divection, and muansgement of all the aflairn amil
business of the Associalion, and shall appoint all agents
exceplashercinafter gtherwise provided for.  Ifa vacancy
shall occur by reason of the death, resiymation or re-
woval of a Lrastee, thosame sball be filled by the remndn-
iny memnbers for the unexpired term of auch person. I
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a trusiee shall {ail to attend two snccessive meetings,
without excnse, he may be removed from his office by a
two-thirds vote of the trustees in attendance at a regular
meeting.

£8c. 3. The trustees shall hold a regular meeting on
the 1ast Saturday of each month, and such special meet-
ingeas shall be catled hy the President of his own motion,
or at the request of at least two of the trustees.

Axticie XI.
Principal NDffice sud Flace of Mecting.

Src. 1- The trustees shall mzintsin the princpal office
of the Aswociation in the city of Washington, District of
Culumlda, where the reconls shall be kept, and o}l stated
micetinga of the trustecs and electors shall be held in saiil
aty.

Article XEI.
Officars oud Thelr Duties.

Sxc. 1, The officers of this Association, to be chosen
by the trustees, shall consist of a President-General. o
President, & Vice-President, a Recording Secretary, »
Corresponding Secretary, amd a Tressurer, who shall
hold their respective offices for one year, and antil their
successors shull have been elected amd iastalied. The
Presideot axd Vice-President shall be chosen from the
trustees.

Szc. 2. The President shall in the abeence of the
President-General presicde at all meetings of the trms-
tees and of the clectors, shell appoint all commil-
tees, aave when otherwise ordered by vote of the truw
tees; «hall call special meetings when hie shnll deem &
necessary, of st the request of at least two trusives.  Er
shall perform sl soch other duties anl shall have such
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other powers as are usually exercised by the officers of
such organizations.

SEC. 3. The Vice-President shall exercise all the
powers and perform all the dutlcs of the President when
the latter may be abseut or disabled, and the Vice-Presi-
dent shall perform all other duties that may be required
of him by the trustees.

Suc. 4. The President-General shall, wlen present,
preside at all meetings of the trustees. It shall be the
special daty of the President-General to procure mem-
bersbips, to organizecircles, aml other auxillary associn-
tiony, and to reveive sulacriptions aud donations to the
Association. All names of members, and all {funds col-
lected shall be sent to the Reconting Sectetary, who will
receipt for them, snd turn all money over to the
Treasurer.

Skc. 5. The Correspomling Secretary shall, under the
direction of the Fresident, conduct all correspondence of
the Association and shall notify all trustees and electors
ol the times snd places of meetiugs, genernl asul special,
and shall keep such reconls as wuy be requiral by the
trustees, and deliver the same and all papers connected
with his office lo his successor,

Sec. 6. The Reconling Becrctary shal) keep miinutes
of al! meetings of the trustees and recon! the xatne wlhien
approved in s book kept for that purpose.  He shall keep
o permanent recon! of al eleclors and members, of alt
moneya received and ondered w be disbursed, and shall
issue receipis for all money paiil to the Assoclation, anil
shall pay over te the Treusarer all xums sareceived.  1is
recordds ol papern shall be kapt subject to the control
of the trustees, andd cdeliveral o his successors in office.,



SKC. 7. The Treasurer shall be the custodian of all
fonids of the Association. He shatl keep an acrount of
all receipts and disbursements, and shail make Ttporis at
each meeting of the trustees, and a detailed report of the
year al the anmual meeling. He shall dGsbarse the
funds of the Associstion only upon orders signed by
the Dlresident or the Vice-Presideni when acting as
President, and the Recording Secretary, and those
officers shall sign no order therefor withoot the spproval
of the trustees.

Skc. 8. At such times, and in soch sums as may be
ordeted by the trastees, the Reconding Secretary and the
Treasurcr, respectively, shall enter into bonds payable to
the Association, for the foithful dischargs of their dalies
amd for the safe-keeping, proper disbursement, sad e-
liyery of all moneys which come into their posscasion by
virture of their said offices.

Articie TV, '
Comitwees.

8kC. 1. An Bxecutive Committee, consisting of three
metnbers, of whom the Presideut shall be one, shall be
chosen by the trustees. To said committes may be
tederred for action oIl matters usaslly committed Lo execu-
tive committees of such orgunizations. Minutes of com-
mittee meetings shall be kept and sobmitted to the
trustees for their information, action and approval.

Sec. 2, An Aoditing Committee of three shall be ap-
pointed, whose duty it shall be to examine and audit the
reports of the Recordiug Secretary, the Treasarer, and all
collecting agents of the Association, ot least once a year
and st such other times as shall be required by the trus-
iees.  Such comutitiee olay besppointed from amony e
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clectors and members of the Association, and shall have
the power to call in experts if deemed necessary o asaist
in auditing the accounts.

Articis Y.

Aembership.

8ec. 1. Al persons who shall poy lo the Association
auy sum not less than ten dellars shall be enrolied as life
members of the Association. -

Skc. 2. All persons who shall pay one dollar ench veer
shall be enrolled as anaval members. Members wio
shall iaf] to puy theirannual subscriptions during the year
shall be dropped from the said roll.

8uc. 3. Persons desiring to &kl in the promotion of the
objects of this Association may be orgunized into local
associations in any State under such covstitutions aml
by-laws as they may clect to adopt, aml mny be sccepted
aad enrolled as auxiliary associations for reising funils to
be remitled to this Association.

The Assaciation ahall not Le responsible fur uuy vbligm-
tions entered into by auxiliary associationn ualess ex-
pressly assumedl or ratiGed by a resolution repularly
adopted by the trustees,

Independent organizations nuy be entolled a3 affiliated
societies by pledging an annual contribution w the work
of this Association,

8xc. 4. All persons who may conlribute twenty-five
dollars or more in aid of the objecta of this Associntion
shall be enrojledt as patrons thercof,

Artficle YX.
Electors.

8uC. 1, There will be ity electors of thiz Associutivn,

Rach trustee {5 hereby made an elector. The remainder
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shall be chosen by voteof the trustees. Vacanciesocour-
ing by death, rexiguation, or other cause, shall be Glledas
soon as practicable, so that the number of Aty oy be
constantly maintained. The trustees may, in their dis-
cretion, choose additional electors from time to time,
but the entire number of electors shall not exceed one
hundred. REiectors failing to attend or to berepresented
by proxy at two successive souual meetings, may be
dropped from the list, by vote of the trustees.

Sac, 2. It shall be the duty of the electors to meet st
least once in each year in the city of Washington, st »
time and place designated by the trustees, for the pur.
pose of ¢hoosing the truatees required to be elected for
the enzuiug year. Biectors may be represenited by wril-
ten proxy, and it shall take ut Jeust twenty-five electors,
appearing in persoz or by praxy, to constitute s quornm.
A majority of electors so represented shatl be required to
€lect trustees.

85c. 3. The officers of the Asgocistion shall nuskes
report to said electors, at their meeting, of the general
condition of the Association and of the administration of
its afinirs for the cuxrent yesr, and the clectors shall, if
they deem necessary, appoint & committee 1o examine
the report of the Anditing Comimittee of the trustees;
sud may make such recomarendations as they may deem
of benefit or advantage to the administration of the alffalry
of the Association.

Article VII.
Agents.

It shiad] be the doty of the trustecs to choose and ap-
paint, unider the senl of the Ansociation, such agents,
yeaeral and specinl, s may Ue deemed necessary for the
collection of funds and inspection and aid of schools, and
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such other duaties a3 inuy be imposed npon thew by order
of the trustees.

Aritlale VIEIL.
el

The trustees shall provide a suitable corporate teal to
be osed in the authentioation of the official actionsof the
Associstion when necessary.

Articlie IX.
Amecndment of Ny-Laws.

Sec. 1. The trustees shall have thic power to alter,
amend or add to the by-laws of thix Association wheu-
ever in thelr discretion the same shall he deemed
expedient.

Sgrc. 2. Bvery proposed alteration, umnemdnient or adl-
dition shall be reduced to writing and files] with thie Cor-
responding Secretary, who shall mail or deliver 8 copy
of the mme 0 earh one of the trustees sl Jeast one weck
before one of their regular meetings. And a two-thirds
vots of the {rustees in attendance upon such meeting
shall be requirerd to ailopt the same : Provided, Aowercr,
That & four-filths majority of those in attendance upon
any meeting may, whenever in their opinion an emerg-
eucy cxists, alopt & proposed alteration, smendment, or
addition to the by-laws without previoas fling and uotice
of the ame,
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