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Chesterfield County, located in sn area surrounded by four
urban centers, offers a very attractive opportwmity for part-time

pushing taxes higher. This puts the commercial farmers in a less
favorable position than farmers in neighboring counties. Most of
the available farm land 1s selling from two to four times its
agricultural value. Parmers are continuously harrassed by real estate
agents snd developers to sell their farme for sub-division. The
requirements for good farm land and a good sub-division are very
similar. The nusber of farmers has changed from 1422 in 1950 to
533 and the population has increased from 40,000 in 1950 to wmore
than 71,000 in 1960.

Since many of the people have purchased the farms and rural
residences comparatively receat they are still carrying pretty

even thovgh they realise that in the long run they would be improve-
Another characteristic of the pecple is that they have acquir-
it of ecalling a specialist for service and information which
day. They get a lot of general information through
&, nevepapers, and the like; but they are not toeo
lding wp & back log of information by attending meet-
rations, ete., vhen they can get the Extension
information at very little incomvenience by calling
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Producer-Consumer Relatioms

Chesterfield County is predominantly non-faram. The non-farm
needs and interests tend to over-shadow the farmers needs. The
industries have a machinery tax rate of 75¢ per $100 valuatiom,
while the farmer pays $2,70 (the same as personal property) om his
machinery used ia the production of agricultural products. There
are many other misunderstandings between the farm pecple and these
having primarily urban iaterests.

There remains & great need ia our agriculture for sdvances
in research and education, especially in the field of marketing
and producer-consumer relatiomnships.

In an effort to provide information as & basis of better
understanding the agent has provided programs for the variouws
organisations like Kiwanis (FPare-City Week), Junior Chasmber of
Commarce (Young Parmer Award), Parmers' Clubs, Ruritan Clubs, Grange,
Parm Bureau, and garden clubs., News stories have been aimed at
better consumer understanding.

Another method being used 1is the orgamisation of urbam 4-H
clubs, These youngsters are brought iato comtact with boys and
girls from the farms and rural non-farm areas through county-wide
mestings, recreational sctivities, camps, the county fair, and
the 4~H shows and sales. Also Chesterfield 4-R'ers camp with
rural counties, thereby bringing the youngsters in wider comtact
with rural and urban problems.




One 4-H club carried the Forestry Appreciatiom project.

Pour farmers planted 46,000 pine tree seedlings this year on
115 scres, Additional planting was done by the pulpwood companies
and non-farm woodland owmers.

Continental Can Company, & large woedland holder in the coumty,

The agent assisted 4 farwers in getting forestry menagement
sdvice from the Porestry Service. FParmers do not gemerally have »
surplus of labor to meke farm woodlot msmagement profitable. There

been good employment oppertumities off the farm for surplus

have been building ponds for many years., They are
into management problems. These include fish balance
The agent worked with 8 farmers on these problems
+« One of these was a
$5.C.5. Bologist, the other
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The main club projects were the Farm and Nome Electrie,

the Besutification of Home Grounds, Porestry, Wildlife, and Tracter
Care and Safety. Other individual projects included Poultry,
Vegetable Gardening, Junior Leadership, Dairying, Sheep, and Swine.
These project selections were based on the needs and desires of the
club members in so far as was practical. This was reasonsbly
successful because of the 80 boys enrolled 73 completed one or more
projects. Some skills were scquired in completing 112 projects of
the 122 enrolled.

Activities

Bach club is encouraged to have st least one commumity sctivity
each year. This year ecach 4~H club in the county sssisted with aa
sati~litter program. They set as & goal to place 500 4-H litter
bags in Chesterfield sutomobiles. Actually 600 were sold. This
project had & secondary purpose. A portion of the income stayed
in the club treasury and a portion was to be donated to 4-H Camp
Parvar., Other activities have included cleaning church grounds,
putting wp "4~N Welcome" signs, parent dimmers, and cooperatiom
with the County Puir.

Hational 4~H Club Week cbservance in Chesterfield included:

1. The begimning of the litter bag project with all clubs
participating.

2. Talks before civic groups by older 4-H members.

3. Posters on 4-H Club Week being displayed by all clubs,

4. Obsarvance of 4~H Sunday by several clubs. Some clubs
attended in a growp, others participated ia the
service. Several ministers used 4-H material in sermons.

5. Two exhibits sbout 4~H work, one in & store window, one
in & school display case.

6. One parent dimner, prepared by committee served by junior
leaders.

These activities increase the public knowledge of 4-H, increase
the interest of 4-H members through participation snd increase the
interest of parents of 4~ members.
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fTwo other problems in this ares are a need for

ol“cym.rnuu-dcbotmr-dlm.-l
to make farms and homes safer for childrea

leaders of other rural groups like Gr




"Virginisns” an Internstional baseball club.

In spite of the above mentioned facilities and sntivities
theze 1s still a strong felt need for better recreational programs
for our youth, BExtension programs and sctivities related to this

fety ave di d under the Youth section of this report.
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Ia an effort toward move efficient wse of machinery, a 4N
leader attended the Tractor Clinmic and arramged to give training

Conservation Dlstrict, A.5.C. County Committee, Farm Buresu, Grange,
to 4~H members enrolled in the tractor projects.

and other organisations te coordinate programe aimed at a better

liviag for Chesterfield pecple.
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Farm Management

The nusber of farm operators are decreasing yet the gross
agricultural production is almest as high as five years ago. The
prices of farm products have been low and the costs of most items
of production the farmer had to buy were wp resulting in consider-
ably less net income for the farmers. Some have sold land for
housing vhile others have given wp farming entirely,

The 1959 Census of Agriculture shows the average age of
all farm operators to be 54.3 while in 1954 it was 53.6 years,
Almost cne-fourth of the operators are 65 yeans oi age or older.

Two goals in the area of farwm management were set wp. They
were (1) to get farmers to understand the value of adjusting land
use to adaptability of soil and family resources in incressing
efficlency in the farming business, end (2) to get farmers to
understand the value of balancing enterprises with available
labor and capitel.

The agent worked with individual farmers through farm
planning and providing information on individual crop and live-
ostock enterprises. Fifty individuals were contacted on this
phase of farm management. Soil testing and fertiliser recommenda-
tions as well as variety recosmendations were a part of this
program.

In the entire drea of farm msnagement the agent worked with
about 80 different farmers. Nost of them were in selecting
recommended verieties, fertilising, and pest cemtrol,

Two area poultry schools were held, a dairy clianlc, an
ares livestock and agromomy school, & plant disease clinic and
related subjects were used on radio and in newspaper weekly
columm,
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Pive farmers attended the Hempshire type Conference to see
demcnstrations and practice swine judging.

Marketing educational work was done with feeder calf producers
through individual comtacts and through the feeder calf orgsniszations
in Petersburg and Richmond.

Farmers were assisted with livestock production problems related
to selection, feeding, care, and preparation for market. There is
still room for expansion of quality livestock in Chesterfield County.

to have better gardens monthly letters,

at V.P.1., were sent to 67 home owners

on ouwr mailing list. In addition, there were
telephone, office visits and home visits
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Also the isproved pasture was 3,469 acres in 1959 as compared to
546 in 1954,

During 1960 there were a little more than 450 acres of new
? P . ded on 44 different farms. This was an
increase of about 110 scres over the 1959 seeding. About 125 acres

In prior years planting of cover crops
y by tobacco farmers and dairymen. Other farmers are
They have been sble to get some grasing

year the greatest needs in Agroncmy are to incresse
being limed, increase alfalfa screage and laprove the
soybean acreage has move than dowbled in the
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The long time Extension Program of (1) Fittiag Production
to Market Demands; (2) Increasing Bfficiency ia all phases of
Agriculture and Cownty Life Activities; (3) Ispreving Methods
of Marketing; and (4) Isproviag Liviag Standards has continued.

Keeping in mind the objectives selected for our lomg time
Extension Program, the following problem areas were selected as
being most impertamt to emphasize throughout the 1960 Extension
year.

I Agricultural Production and Marketing

II Pamily Liviag

III Youth Development
IV Conservation, Development and Use of Natural Resources

Vv Community Ilsprovement and Public Affairs

These problem areas were divided by committees inte specific
problems and goals. Methods and teaching devices were selected
and a calendar of activities, along with cooperating agencies or
individuals, were set wp a8 & plan of work for 1960,
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past year there has been a defianite trend toward the
of multiple housing wits for remtal purposes.

$
Piv

rate, particularly motor vehicle, is high. This
the nusber of heavily traveled highways in the coumty;
8. 301,1, 60, 360 and 95.

.
i

Recreational facilities, especially in the rapidly growing
urban areas, are lacking. Chesterfield does not have a recresation

y offers good vroads and hiking trails,

lakes, and playing fields, but for many pecple who live a distance
from the park it is not sccessable because of no public tramsperta~
tion. Richmoud and Petersburg offer opportunities for emtertainment
of all kinds: ts, 1 » s art exhibits, sports
events. They may not be possible for mamy because of the sxpense.
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got 26%, Nemrico 53%, and Richwond 21%."

that by 1970 the population of the cownty will have increased to
92,000 and by 1980 will reach 112,000, The preliminary report of
the 1960 census gave the county population nmow as 71,009,

In the past ten yesars, many subdivisions have sprung wp throughe
out the county, but they are in scattered areas. The greatest
concentration occurs im the Manchester and Midlothiam Districts.
This urban expansion has created a greater need for all kinds of
facilities: parks, streets, sewers, water, ete.

A large portion of the population is the rural-uwrban fringe
of the metropolitan areas of Richmond, Hopewell, Colomial Neights,
and Petersburg. There are no iacorporated towns within the county.
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