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SUSTAINABIL ITY ANNUAL REPORT

V T C A C :  O V E R V I E W

Key Points:

1. Statement of Virginia Tech’s Climate Action 

Commitment specific to the university

2.  Action plan to achieve the goals of commitment

3. Action plan to enhance sustainability programs &

culture

4. 2014 Update and Supplement embraces AASHE 

STARS Program as the management tool to track 

our progress. 

Sustainability Annual Report per

Presidential Policy Memorandum No. 262 Rev 1

“Update to the VT Climate Action Commitment”

  

Virginia Tech Sustainability Plan: 

2014 Update and Supplement to the 
2009 VTCAC&SP 

 

 

 

Energy & Sustainability Committee 

September 2014 
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V T C A C :  W H Y  I T  I S  I M P O R T A N T

“Colleges train the next 

generation of leaders who 

will ultimately be responsible 

for putting green ideas into 

practice. By infusing 

sustainability principles into 

every aspect of higher 

education, there is a new 

priority for a whole generation 

of leaders, educated and 

trained, to make a greener 

world now.” 

Princeton Review’s Guide to 332 

Green Colleges, 2014

We Care
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5-Year Energy Action Plan (FY2016-FY2021) Purpose:

5 - y e a r  E N E R G Y  A C T I O N  P L A N

• Achieve significant reductions in utility cost

• Comply with state mandates for energy use reduction

• Support VT Climate Action Commitment and Sustainability plan

• Electric Demand 

• Energy & Water Audits 

• Retrofit Projects

• Re-Commissioning

• Metering Infrastructure

• Analytics Software Tools 

• Plant Upgrades

Plan Concentrates on 52 “Energy Hog” buildings and Seven Program Areas:

Estimated savings of approximately $4.5 million over 5 years



Virginia Tech’s STARS Rating

 Past STARS Silver Ratings was 63.30 points.

 A STARS Gold Rating requires achieving 65 points.

 VT successfully achieved a GOLD Rating in fall 

2014
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A A S H E ’ S  S T A R S  A W A R D

Bragging Rights

 VT in the top 10% of over 300 reporting universities.

 The Second highest score by any university in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia.

 Score is the 4th highest among  universities in the 

Atlantic Coast Conference.

Virginia Tech 

Score: 71.02
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Human and Agricultural  Biosciences 

Building I

(93,860 GSF)  

Certified GOLD 4/17/2015

2 0 1 5  L E E D  C E R T I F I C A T I O N S

21 LEED registered projects (1,440,254 GSF):

• Ten projects are LEED Certified (5 Gold, 4 Silver, and 1 Certified)

• Three projects are completed and awaiting certification.

• Four projects  are under construction.

• Four projects are in design. 
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Goodwin Hall 

154,935 GSF   

(SILVER possibly GOLD)

Davidson Hall Chemistry Building 

Renovation

44,845 GSF    

(anticipate SILVER)

Oak Lane, Phase IV

20,508 GSF    

(anticipate SILVER)

2 0 1 5  C O M P L E T E D  P R O J E C T S  A W A I T I N G  

L E E D  C E R T I F I C A T I O N
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2 0 1 5   S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  E V E N T S

Participated in over 15 events

Ytoss

America Recycles Day
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S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  P R O G R A M S

Green Office 

Certification

Of 13 Departments

3 new Zero Waste Events

600 took Sustainability 

Graduation Pledge

18 Student Interns
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• Since AY 2011 - 32 student proposals 

totaling more than $320,000.

• For AY 2015 - 5 student proposals 

totaling more than $111,000.

• Proposals are selected that support the 

Climate Action Commitment.

G R E E N  R F P  P R O G R A M

The purpose is to direct financial resources to Student Driven 

Sustainability Initiatives to promote sustainability at Virginia Tech. 

Water Bottle Refill Station in Litton-Reaves Hall
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Governor’s Environmental Excellence Award 
for Advancing Sustainability through Student Engagement

National Association of College and 

University Food Services 
Sustainability Award for Outreach & Education 

Category

Princeton Review

Fifth Consecutive Year

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  A W A R D S  I N  2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5
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Governor’s Environmental Excellence Award

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  A W A R D S  I N  2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5

Bragging Rights

• Virginia Tech received a 2015 Governor’s Environmental 

Excellence “Bronze” Award for “Advancing Sustainability 

through Student Engagement.  

• 8 awards were presented at 2015 Environment Virginia 

Symposium and Virginia Tech was the only college or 

university recipient.   

• This is the 6th time in the past 8 years that Virginia Tech has 

received this award for our Sustainability Program.
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Q U E S T I O N S  O R  C O M M E N T S ?

President Sands presenting award to winning Residence Hall for Energy Competition


