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(9) To have an Alfalfe-sasture-Livestock School in the early pert
of the year.

(10) To have an alfelfs seeding desonstratiom.

The long time objectives for Beth County Agriculture have not been completed
vecause the farm committemen are not well versed in our problems. we do believe that
now that our farmers understand some of the problems faced we will proceed towards
setting up our ultimate goals for 1960 and beyond.

In our committee work we have had the cooperation of our fertilizer dealers,

seed houses, banks, Farm Credit Administration, Soil Comservation Service, Agricultural

Stebilization and Conservation, our County Supervisors and other County Officials.

There is no reeson to believe but that these same agencies will continue to essist
and cooperate with our continued plenning. We do plan to teke scme surveys in 195€

to get a more complete picture of agriculture and where we are tcda
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(3) Forege >rop tour where farmers may see what the other fellow is

ptook and livest« more than J/4 of our famm lncome . 1a

about 600 cattle, 7000 sheep and something over

2000 hogs. This was &n increase of both and cattle over preceding years and

also an all time high for cattle and th st point sheep have reached in the

past ten years ith such a great stake in livestock production we must do a better

Job than we have done in the past, We can never increase the number of acres

suitable for agricultural production therefore our only chance of keeping our

standard for living en farms in Bath County is to increase the quality of our

lkvestock and with it & higher per-unit sale price, or to increase the number of
units kept on the

We will start in 1956 to get every livestock producer on an improvement

program. Since s mighty easy to show a farmer by the use of the dollar mark
then we will begin with the m sting angle by use of figures from our two calf
sales and one yearling sale. Complete records will be used for the past three years
to show farmers weir neighbors cattle. After this has
been shown to them we \lyze each farm t 3t at the feults involved, It is
assuned ised by poor bulls, cull cows,
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forestry committee will visit them end decide if it is advissble to have a tour

of these demonstrational areas during the 1956 growing seeson. If a tour is deemed
4

wise, then it will be an all day meeting in which all farmers will be invited, with
the progrem being handled by the West Virginla Pulp end Paper Compeany, U. S.
Forestry Service, and Virginia Division of Forestry, VFI Extension Foresters and

other interested people in cooperstion with our Bath County Forestry Committee.




Forestry probably meens more to the people of Bath County than any cther
phase of egriculture. Many of our farmers derive a considerable portion of their
income from forest products, while many of our rural non-farm pecple meke all of
their living from forest products.

The beauty of Hath County is known far end wide, and evem though our
sumper climate is t desirable, the largest number of people come to the valley
during April and October. In April they come to see the dogwoods bud and every-
thing else that seems to thrive in our besutiful woodlands. In October they
come to see the beesutiful colors of the turning leaves on our mounteims and hills.
This ic somewhat of an intangible essset, but we all realize that our catering teo
vacationers would be materially lessoned were it not for our beautiful forest
lends,

In the past mos f our forestry rk has been done on the lands owned by
the Virginia Hot Springs Company. While » stake that the average fermer has in
forastry is smell, but when teken on a coun ] L looms rather large.
Indiscrim te cutting of all trees when they reech the size for pulp wood helps
the local ulace to make a living this year, but it certainly decreased the
chance of his children making a living from same land.

The immediate needs are for the farmers toc mark their timber so that cutting
cen be done in & business like memmer. Educate timber cutters to cut some today and
leave some for t AIMers othem conscious of the greet stake
Bath County has i eostr 1 p8t s n educational progrem will be started
in 1956 in which we will sttempt to reech all fermers and other rural people who
make their living from forest products. This program will consist of at least
three timber improvement demonstrations on ferms located throughout the coumty.

Two demonstrations have already been set up, one for the Armstrong Community, which
is in the north east part of the county, another just east of Warm Springs which is
in the south centrel pert of the county, while still another will be located in t

side

of the county. After these demonstrations have gottem under way the




ere from 50 to 75 miles apaert and separated by rugged mountein ranges with only
one main route across them. There is very little in Bath Coumty to weld the
county together.

The people use the roeds that go up and down the valleys rather

than crossing the mountains. Some of this is habit but most of it is expediency.

Our asgricultural progrem must suit the entire county and consequently it has be

be varied.




BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Bath County is loceted in the western part of Virginis in what is kmowa as the
Alleghany Highlands. is in the western tier of counties along with Highland
and Alleghany. The topography of the County is extremely rugged with the main
mountain ranges running from northeast to southwest and criss-crossed by spurs
and smaller ridges.
The total aree of the County is 550 sq. miles which is larger than the aversge
Virginia County, however, more than helf of ocur area is in George Washington
Mticnal Forest Douthat Park., The populetion center is in Werm Springs
Valley where the main operation of ) rginia Hot Springs Company is loceted.
In this valley, which runs through the center of the County from north te south
is located the main attractioms i 1e County which is the Homestead Hotel, the
last of the Coleonial Spas in Bath.
Of course, Warm Springs from whence came the name of the County, the valley, end
the county seat is located within a short distance of the court house. Here
1200 gellons of health giving water per minute bubble from the ground in one buge
spring, at a temperature of 98 deg s which never varies throughout the year,

In this valley the Virginia t Springs Company maintains e 17,000 acre farming

and forest operstion. There are also many private estates owned mostly by wealthy

yankeesowho come to the Valley either for the baths or our wvonderful summer climate,
Bath is vacation country. The main source of income is the Virginia Hot Springs
Company, with en ennual payroll of §2,000,000, which caters to vaceticmers.

Our population is doubled during the hunting season whem the outlanders come to
Bath for deer, turkey and bear.

There are 600 farms in the county with sbout 350 of them fully mammed, however there
are less than 300 full time farmers in the county and they are located either at
the extreme north end south ends of Warm Springs Valley, on the Jackson River
Valley, on the Burnsville plateaus or on the fertile bottoms along the Cowpasture

River, Our farmers are spreed out over our entire county area. Most of them
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