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{9) To t.a'fe an Alfal!a-,uture-Lin■tocic Sct.ool 1n the ear~ part 
or the year . 

) To hen an al!al!a Medin& ■tratian . 

The long tiJDII objecti'te■ for bath C<nmty Agriculture have not be coap eted 

t,ecauae the farm ccmaitte are not w ll nraed 1n our problaa. n do belin• at 

now tr.at our fanaers understand M>J» o! t probleaa faced we will proce d tow 

setting up our ultiaate goal• for 19(,0 and b97ond, 

In our ccmaittee wrk we hue had the cooperatian or our !ertw .. r dealen, 

eeed hcuaee, banu, ,arm C dit Adm1ni11trat1an, Seil Canaerntian Senice, A ricult\lZ'&l 

StabWzatian and Conaervatian, our County uperviaora and other County Cf!ic1al1 . 

There ia no rea■on to belle•e but that these - agencie1 will cootinua to u1i■t 

and cooper ate with our continued planning. do plan to take ac■• 1uney1 1n 1956 

to get a aore ce&plete picture ct agriculture and where are tcde.7 . 



[UTT ING ll.U u .lL2.JLI 

Our progna for 1956 and bey011d 1n bath County • at&rted at a -t or th• l&ed r& 

in the County . Thia vu a dinner ••tine and vu financed partially by the bank 1n 

the area. Froa tbia .. et the i:,eoph 1an ua the i ea that our •in prob.lea vu 

lov incom f&r1111!re. They aleo decided that thi• aa1n probl• vould t.e ccabated 

throug)l the !'oniat1011 o.f at lent three c01:11Utteea tbia year . The ccaaitt ... ban 

been organized and are aa .follow■ : 

Foreatry Ccaaittee 

.lgron(ll,1 C ttee 

Linatock CcaaittH 

Tb• report.a or theae coautteea are included 1n thia plan of vork. Since 

our planninc got lltarted a little late to get he !'ull benefit or it in 19S6 ve 

baYen' t bad our general -•tin ich bri:.ga to ett:er all tt.e ccaaitteH in 011• 

••ting after ve t.ad fonmlated = H 

• ti.at ., "" 1.d bave thia cener&l 

rconcaica Ccaaittee and our 4-H Ccmaitteea, 

Thi• •en• that thla part o! our progr&JB vill ban to wait 1mtil ve ar• fort.mate 

Our gou.1 f,;,r our com:dttee1 al.re&~ • t are aa follova: 

(1) Tr ban at l0tut tbne deonatr& !Olla in fc,rea ry llan&I ant in 
1956, TheH d-,natnt1011■ to be raced 1n di.fterent part■ ot 
the County and will ta Yiaited by a tour in 111.d-•-r if pleu.eil.le . 

(2) To have at leeat ten fan.re ■1£n 
tore a try i.mprove1111JDt. 

(J) To plant at least 25 , 000 tree■, 

miler the AC pro aa for 

(4) To increaH our ■ltal.fa acreqe 1'rca 400 acre■ in 1954 to 600 in 
1956, 

(5) To have at lea■t tvo paature dcon■trat1011 ■ uring 19Sf . 

(6) To increue the quality of our calYH 1n the cal! llale ■ to tat.tar 
than 5~ choce and fancy calna. 

(7} To increaH th• num.Ler of participant■ 1n our ,'QOl pool , 

(8) To increaH the aoney valiaa of the lwlb crop sold by Bath County 
fa.-ra . 



the ane aegw,nt of livestock farming 1n the County where our income cc,uld be 

increued this year , therefore, an 1ntena1Y• educational progr1U11 v1ll b• atarted 

on &11 phases of eheep rroudction , Thill part of cur proll'a& will begin "1th 

the Livestock School in late JI.arch at vhich ta. w will ban a 11pecial1et frca 

the Anilllal EU8l:andry Department telk on the returns per eve conteet 1n Virginia, 

1/e will get •=• p<U'ticipatiai in tbia contest but it ia tlw intension of the 

Livestock Camn.ittae to inaugurate a contest 1n the county , 

Letters vill be vritten to all sheep un at four differ-mt time• during 

the year out:llning a program at that time for c<X1troll1ng vorma 1n eves and lamb•, 
Controlling navel ill in lamte, foot rot 1n • .,.. and lice and ticu on both evH 

and lambs , 



0 

()) Forege crop tour 1obere far.:ier:, uy Ha 

doing , 

LIVESIOC!'i 

t the other fellow 1a 

Lheetoolt IU\•1 lh etoolc prwuote -It• re n )/4 or our Jana 1ncc.e . 1, 

1955 we had about 6000 head ot bH and dairy cattle, 7000 eheep and ac.ethin1 onr 

2000 hoga . Thia waa in increaae of both 1!,e .. p and cattle onr precedinl year• and 

alao an all tu. hish for cattle and the hi hHt point ahNp ha.,. reached in the 

peat tc 7eara . With such a great at.alee in 11Tutoclt production we llllSt do a better 

job than we have don• in the past , can never increue the mater or acrH 

aui able for agricultural production therefore our onl,J ohanc. or keepin our 

etandard for l1Tin& m raraa in Bath COllllty 11 to increeH the quality of our 

eatock and with it a higher per-,mit Ml• price , or to incr a•• tha niaLer or 

\lllita kept ai the aame land. 

We will start in 1956 to 1•t e,,e17 liYHtook produc.r en an iapro•-t 

progrP, Since it 1a lligbt7 easy to show a !araer bJ the '11N or th• dollar urk 

th,m we will tegin with the marketinl ancl• ti, uee or tigurH troa our two calr 

aalea and one 1earlin& &ale , Ca11plete record• v1ll te d !or th• paat three 7eu1 

to abow fara,ra bow their cattle ■old with their nei1hbor■ cattle . After • bu 

will anal7H each fano to 1•t at the faults involYed , It h 

aaa d that aa.cy of the fault■ will prove to • c uHd ti, !'()Or tulla , c\l,ll cowe, 

any breeders, poor feed pro ·ram, 1.mpr~r treeding tiM, d 11141be ac.e other, 

however, the above are the onH that will t.e worked on . '•• can do ec:aeth1ng about 

110■t ot these probleu thi• year , 

It 1a iJltenJed that at aat three t..et cattle and IILMp tanae will be 1ncluded 

in • !ara tour which will \4 arranged for aill-.-r at wnich tiM our entire 

prcgr1111 will be gene over with tboH &Stent\lic, 

(Jur ahHp nocu gin ue a ccr,siderabl■ part or our fan, inOOM each year 

througn the aale or l.eilba and wool . Our Livestock C~ttH th ht that thia waa 



Bath Count7 tu.ere darln 110at of their incoae frca pasture and ha;, crop■ 

through th• aa1• of l1 ••tocL, ho er acae corn 1a eold u grain , rov crop 

production 1a concentrated al.ong th• C~tur• nr whicb 1• eut of the 

1110Ur1t.ain , Much or our land is to oteep and r0IJ&h for crop production ich eccounu for 

th• corn acreage being reduced froa 110re than 4000 in 19)9 to a little over 1200 acre■ 

in 1955, 

Our lllll&ll grain ac~eqe vu al.so ne Ugitle vitb onlJ 1000 acr H being M..s.d 

in 1955, 500 or vhich vaa t , 

Bath Co1.mt7 being located in vhat 1a ovn u th• ill• H1&hl,anda, ilia 

in tis often referred to u the blue Cn.aa !Jelt , All thi• Mana 1• that in 

■-r v• ban cool nights and plent7 of rainfall , lloet farMre realise that w 

are 1n a natural. grau country and conHquentl)' do very little t o apron our 

putura and ha;, altuation, Ii• depend on upland puture 'lnJ 11eadov h&7 , "hi• 1a 

pointed up nry fo.:-cetull)' bJ the fact tnat it t.:Cu tvice a• aruch ha;, land and 

tvice u much pasture acreage to prov d for our linstock than the anr e for 

Virginia , Our 1-diata needs are to 1.ncnue corn 7ielda and to reduce th• mabff 

of acres required to gru• and winter each haad of llveatock, 

l,e are ■tarting a pr •ru in 19,6 to increaH corn 7leld bJ proper land uae, 

correct fertU1ut1Cll1 and planting of ada{'ted bybrida, Thi• prograa v1ll be carried 

to the fanMre through the J:NH vitb VMl<lJ and 110nthl7 reaindera, vith quarterl)' 

lettere and an AgronOll\1 School, 'fhe forage Pro&ram vill be atrH ed in all ot· our 

c acta vlt.h the fa re thr bout the 7 r, Our p ...,, vlll ■tart 1n late Mar 

vith an ilfalta, faeture, Liveatock C:chool at which tiM our Agrooaa, C-1.ttee vill 

outline their pro raa for the year , 

(l) Thie prograa v1ll include two puture d atntiona, one on each 

aide of the mountain, where pasture fertlliution and aanaceact will 

be atnHed, 

(2) An All'al.fa Seeding De11011atration were the fa=-re vill be invited 

to attend, 



tonet:ry cc:maittH vill rtait th- and decide i.f it ia &,.1viaatl• to ha-.. a tour 

of th e dema,atrational areas duriJ1& the 1956 &rollin& HUOII . It a tour 1a deesed 

vise, then it vill be an all ~ -etin& in which all tan.re vill be invited , with 

the proe;r u being handled bf the w .. t Virginia Puli:; and f aper Cc:ape.D1 , u. s . 

l"or eet:ry Service , and Vir&ini.a Di'lieion or Foree ry, VPI eneicn Foreatera and 

other inteneted people in cooperaticn with our Bath Count7 Fonat:ry Co-1ttee. 



~ 

Fore•U'J probab4 Mana aore to the people or bath Count, than ur:, nther 

phaae or qrlculture . Man,- of our rarMra deriTe a con■ide bl• porticn of their 

incoma rroa roreat produeb, vbile ll&1lY or our rural nm-fana peopln au all or 

their living froa foreat producta. 

The b.auty of htb Cowity 1a la!OICI far and vide, and .. ., thou&h our 

.,,_.r cu.ate 1a aoat desirable, the lar&eat n\Dber or people c to the valle, 

durln April and October, In April th91 cca. to He the dogwooda bud and en1'7-

• thing elae that •- tc- t.hri ve in our beautiflll woodlanda . In October the, 

come to aee the bNutitul colora or the turning leavH on our IIO\lllta and hill•. 

Thi• is; aomewhat of an intangible aaHt, but all realiH that our catering to 

Tacationera vould be terial.lJ' leuoned re it not for our beautiful foreat 

lands . 

In the paat aoat of our foreau-r ork ha.I teen done CII th<1 land• ovned bJ 

the Virginia Hot Spr1nga C any . ile t he at.aka that the aw e f arMr baa in 

foMetry 1a uall, but wh taken on a cowity baaia, it. locaa rather lar&•• 

Indiacriminete cutting of all treee when they reach the aise for pulp vood help• 

the local populace to aelce a liTing thia year, but it certain4 decreae d the 

chance or hi• children aaldng a lhing froa the - land. 

Tb• :l.lm.diete nNda are for the faraera to aark their tiaber eo that cutt 

can be one in a bwlineee like aanner. ducat• tiat.er cuttera t o cut a<ae t~ and 

leave acme for tcaorrov . Get farmer• ~~.i oU.e conacioua or the great at.aka 

Bath ty ha• 1J\ forH try and foreat a . An educational pro r ta vlll be •tarted 

in 1956 in vhich w v1ll atteapt tor ach all raraera and other rural people who 

ll&ke their livina; froa foreat producta , Thi• pMf'raa vill coneiat or at leaat 

three tillber :u:prov-t d111110Datratie11a e11 raraa located t.hro~out the cOUDty. 

Two dllllCllatrati • have l\lree~ teen aet up, me tor tha Arcetrm C~ity , which 

1a in the north eut part or the county, another juat eut of an, Spring• which 1a 

1n the aouth central part of the count,, hil• atlll another vill be located in the 

veat aide of t he county. Arter th H demcnetratima have gotta, under ti. 



are rrca 50 to 75 ailea apart and Hparated bJ ed aountain r&D&H vith ~ 

one Min route acroaa th•. TMre 1■ nr, little 1n bath t7 to ld the 

comt7 toaether. e people uae the road■ tt.at go up d dOWD the nlley• rather 

than croui.Dg the 110unta1na. ,_. or thia ia habit but 110at or it h e enCJ, 

Our agricultural progrui auat auit the entire count7 and conMqu,,nt~ it baa l>o 

be Vari 



BACl'.GROIJ?ID DIJIOflMATial 

Bath County 1a located in the wHtaru part 01 Virginia 1n what 11 Jr:nov;i aa the 

Uleahany Hilhlanda. It 1a in the watan, tier ot countiH alone with liii;hland 

and Allagl:lanJ . The topograph;y ot the County 1a axtraNly ruued with the MiA 

sountain rangea running froa northeast to eouthveat and cria►croaNd by •pur• 
and -11.er rid&•• • 

The total area of th• County 1a 550 aq . llil.H vhich 1a lar&•r than the ner • 

Virginia County , howenr, mer• than helt of our arM 1• in Geo • Waahinctcn 

l.tional Foreat and Douthat Park. The popul.atiCll canter 1a in ara .>pr1ng• 

Valley where the Min operation of the Virginia Hot Spring• Caapany 1■ located. 

In thiii 'Flllley, which rune through the center of the Ccnmty troa north to aouth 

1a located the i.:a1n attractions in the Coumty which 1a th• Hoaestaad Hotel , the 

last of the Colonial :'!pou: 1n Bath. 

or course , \.'ara Springe froa vbenc., cu,e the naN of th• County, th• 'ftlle:r , and 

the count7 aeat 1e located within a short d.iattnea of the court houae . Here 

1200 gallCllla of health civing water per minute butble troa th• erc,und 1n on• hllf• 

spring, at a temperature ot 98 de H which nenr variaa thrc,, hout th• year . 

In thia valley the Virginia Hot Spr1nga Co aainta1na a 17 , 000 acn, ana1n& 

and forest operation . There are alao y prhata eatatH owned moatl,y by wa.lti.; 

yank• ,. o cc- to the Valley either for th• t, the or our vaiiwrflll .,_r cU..te. 

Bath 1a vacation country. '!be main aource of inccaa 1a the Vir&inia Hot Springe 

Caapany , with an annual ~oll of 2, 000, 000, which caters to vacatiClllera. 

Our populetiClll 1e doubled dur1ng the hunting aeaaon whtm the outlander• ccaa to 

Bath for deer, turkey and bear , 

Th• ere 600 faru in the comt7 with a.bout 350 ot th tu1.l,y ll&Jllled , however there 

a.NI lH• than JOO fl1l1 ta. farmer• in the oo\lllty and they era loceted either at 

the ext~ north and outh mda ot ana Spr1nga Valley , on the Jackaon River 

Valley, on the bunievill• platea.ua or cm the fertile bot tau alana the Covpaature 

R1 ver . Our farmere a.re apre&d out over our entire C0\111 t7 ar • • Moat of th• 
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