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Brief Deseription of County organigation,

County agricultural programs are planned by the County Board of
Agriculture. "his Board was reorganized at the begimning of this
year and seven (7) working committees were set up to handle the more
important phases of the county program. These working comuittees
inelude, Agronomy, Tobacco, Livestock, Dairy, Porestry, Home and
Community Improvement, and 4=H and Rural Youth. All the agricultural
agencies in the county are represented on one or more of these
comnittees. This representation coordinates the efforts of each
partiocular agency which avoids to a large measure over=lapping opr
perhaps duplication.

The Professional Worker's Couneil and the County Agriocultural
Mobilisation Committee supplements, in some instances the work of
the County Board of Agriculture itself. This is particularly
true in that each agenoy has a representation on the Mobilisation
Comaittee and Vorker's Counecil.

he Mecklenburpg County Dairy Breeders Association with the
Dairy Comrittee of the County Board of Agriculture, handles the
county's dairy program. The Breeders Assoodation meets twice a
yoar. The officers and diregtors of the Association meet more
frequently, The assogiation has a membership of nearly 175 breeders.
A one dollar (J1.00) membership fee is required of the breeder each
yoar to take care of expenses inourred by the association and for
furtherance of the 4=H Club Dairy activities.

There is a local Dairy Herd Improvement Association in the
county, composed of seventeen (17) herd ovmers from this and
adjoining counties. The writer's office is headquarters for
the Association's supervisor. BSupplies, reports and other items
relating to the operation of the association are handled here.

The Farm Bureau is an active local organiszation within the
county. It has & membership of approximately six hundred (600).
At the beginning of this year, the officers and directors purchased
an office here in the county seat and has employed a fulletime
stenographer to handle many of the affairs with reference to
the operation of the Bureau Organiszation.




Type of Agriculture,

Mecklenburg County is located in Southside Virginia adjoining
the state line of Neorth Carolina, It enjoys a fairly long growing
season with an average amnual rainfall of about 43.5 inches. Almost
all of the farms can be considered good although the soil types wary
reatly. Approxis one~half of the soils are of granitie
origin with the remaining one=half of s e origin. The granitie
soils harbor the rosperous type of agriculture. About 756 per
oent of the famm 1 e is derived from sale of flue tobacco
and gotton. Twenty eight hundred tobacco farms produce approximately
15,929 acres. Due to the high price of tobacco that has prewailed
duri the ps several years, the production of cotton has sharply
declined to & po now where not more than ome thousand (1000)
farms are producing this commodity. Peanuts are grown on a commercial
scale on & few less than one hundred (100) farms.

Jdthough grown for limited sales, other major crops from an
acreage standpoint are corn and wheat. They are produced solely
on a subsistance basis on about three-fourths of the farms in the
sounty, he average acreage of corn is 24,000 acres, while that
of wheat is 5,000 acres. Since Mecklenburg is predominately a cash
crop county, the devoting of so much land to row orops has over a
period of years resulted in improper land use and a high degree of
erosion., Many farmers think solely in terms of these depleting
orops and have given little attention up until just recently to
the improvement of pastures and the production of hay and feed crops.
Many farwers in the county now are beginning to realise more than ever before
that good pastures, hay and feed crops together with approved rotations
for general crops are begiming to pay high dividends.

The liegro race comprises about fifty percent of the total
slation. A very small percentage of these are farm
roximately fifty pereent of all farm families in the
as tenants or sharecroppers.

vities
rk

his agent works eclosely with the County Guernsey Breeders
Association and much of the dairy work at the present time is
shanneled through this organization. The Dairy Committee of the
County Board of Agrioculture and the local breeders association
continues to focus their attention on the development of the
juernsey breed. Many years ago this breed was adopted by the
County Board of Agriculture as one to emphasize and develop.
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At the present time about 90X of the cow population in the county
is of the Guernsey Breed. This high percentage has come about as
the result the coordinated efforts of the Dairy Committee,
County Breeders Association and Extension agents.

by=wide Field Day and Junior Show is an anmual event of
' uernsey Breoders Association. The County Field
Juernsey Show held this past July was the eighth
te. As has been the custom for the past
e event was held in the Boydton Town Fark at
rith one hundred fifty (150) in attendance.
expenses necessary for such an event,
1 £ is year's show, voted
show over previous shows, These changes
the formal aking program and the annual
e usual morning part of the show, As a
nges, entire emphasis was placed on the warious
devoted toc the entire afternoon. Town and farm
ance complimented those responsible for the show in
anges that had been made. Almost all seemed in fawvor
progran,

restor aning r th
rectors, i for ¢

how held this July, the classes of Guernseys ranged
from Junior calves to aged cows. 4=fl Club and P, F. A. members
showed thirty=two (32) well fitted purebred and grade Guernseys.
¥r. Thomas B. Bently, Manager of Mynabora Farms near Rishmond,
Virgi , mas offieial placing judge for the show.

ting and showmanship contest was handled by James W.
Howe, Associate Extension Dairymen of V. P, 1., Blacksburg, Virginia,
To make the show possible, business men and individuals
donated several hundred lars which was used for awards and other
expenses c eoti with the show,

A Jud contest held each year in connection with this
event is a feature 1 od forward to by all spectators. The winner
is amnually awarded a silver trophy oup donated by the Farmers Bank
of Boydton, Boydton,Virginia.

is annual event comtinues ¢ m interest among 4~H Club
ar « Fo Av vembers and at the same time arouses the interest
and receives the wholehearted support of more of our people as time

goes forward. BExhibit No. 1 is the printed leaflet of the 1962
Ammual Guernsey Field Day and Junior Guernsey Show,
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ferent milk companies have routes in this county
is outlet, there is one retail distridutor in
rchases whol Lk from twenty-five (25) producers.
farmers are Selling whole milk and of this mmber
are sh ers of Grade A Nilk. T7This year saw two
t milking parlors of the remp type and go on Grade

‘_,cvo“:uu“ (17) herds {rom this and adjoining counties constitute
the local Dairy llerd Improvement Association, Two (2) additional
hords will be added December lst. ZLach year the members of the

n hold an amnual meeting for the purpose of transacting
the association, Plans are also made at this tine
He 1o A. Analysis School, a school whore members
the records, so to speak. The day following the
Analyeis School is open to all dairymen where subjects in gesneral
dairy production are discussed. Extension Specialists of the V. P, 4,
Dairy Departae assist in holding the schools. In the loeal D. H, I. A.,
& production swumary on each herd is sent each month by the writer
to the various herd owners and to certain countypagents. Herd owners
look forward this summary which seems to always stimulate interest
and keener competition among them.

he severe drought this swmmer resulted in srumerous ealls to this
agent for information on temporary trench silo eonstruction. Some
severul trex as well as upright type silos were erected by
farmers to take ocare of additiomal feed without further loss. Total
mumber ol 2 emporary silos in the ocounty now gtands at thirty-two
(32).

ifty (50) ereditable purebred Guernsey bulls are now within
the ecounty. ive (5) of this mumber came about this year. Many
airynmen are saving money by operating on the "swap bull® basis.
Particularly is this true where the concerned dairymen are carrying
out & complete disease testing program and a good breeding program.

The writer continues to receive all the while mmerous requests
to help individual dairymen and farmers with registration and transfer
problems. An adequate supply
transfer sheets are kept on hand by gent for distribution to
breeders upon request. It is utmnc-d that at least one hundred twenty=
five (125) breeders have Leen assisted lu one way or another with the
sketehing or registration of their animals.




he Endl 3 Chain Purebred Guernsey Froject ocontinues to enlarge
from year ¢ o2 In 1949 when the project was started, only three
(3) purebred calves composed the entire project. At that time three
(3) deserving 4=il Cludb members, each reeeiving a calf, agreed to turn
back to the county agent the first heifer ocalf which was to be passed
on to another worthy club member. The project has comtinued in this
manner since it's start, each member discharging his obligation in
the preseribed manner. Since 1949, there has also been interested
firms and individuals to donate calves to the project. This, along
with those ealves resulting from the chain process has brought the
total mumber now in the project to ten (10). At one time or another each
oalf in the project has been entered in the Mecklenburg Guernsey Field
Day and Junior Guernsey Show, the show mentioned in ome of the fore~
going paragraphs.

(B) Beef Cattle Work

In spite of the present slight drop in beef cattle prices which
seems to be fairly general, farmers throughout Mecklenburg eontinue
their efforts of getting a few head of beef cattle on their
respective farms to supolement their income. This inocome having
eome so long mainly from the sale of certain field orops. In some
instances, because of labor difficulty, a few dairymen have found
it necessary to discontinue the business and have gone to beefl cattle
production,

armers are findir at the production of beef cattle

t heir general farming program. This, along with fairly
rices received for cattle has seen interest sharply rise among
our farmers as concerns beef cattle. The agent weloomes this increased
interest a we spent considerable time this year in assisting farmers
in obtaining hi grade heifers, These heifers, in many instances, were
used to start a small commercial herd and in other instances, enlar;ing
already existing herds. Several hundred high grade calves of the Aberdeen=
Angus and lereford breeds were brought to the county this Fall by
farmers attending the State Calf Sales. The writer assisted ten (10)
farmers in obtaining good purebred sires for use in their herds. As
this narrative is being written, plans are underway for the placement
of two (2) more purebred sires.

L
igh

joof oattle nmumbers are rapidly increasing in the county as was
evidenced just recently when eleven (11) producers from the county
consigned a total of ome hundred twenty (120) calves to the Petersburg
Feeder Calf Sale held Uctober 17th in Petersburg, Virginia. This sale
sponsored by the Petersburg Chamber of Commerce in cooperation with
the Virginia Agricultural Extension Service was one (1) of twenty-four
(24) & sales held in the State this Fall., This was the second annual
such sale be held and while prices were not quite up to those
receive the first annual sale, farmers were generally well pleased




and were beginning to formulate plans for the third amnual sale.

me producer i his ecounty is represented on the Board of Directors
of this sale. fHe also, wi'h two other producers in the county,

serve as a conmittee to fleld select calves for quality in the

county before they can be finally passed for the sale. This
selection camittee also assists producers with earrying out certain
health requirements necessary to comply with beef sale regulations.
This agent has bYeen with this committee on mmmerous tripe and have
found them always willing to give freely of their time and energy
towards promoting a strong beef cattle program.

Four (4) Baby Beef Steers were purchased recently by 4=H
Club members, who after feeding them during the coming winter, will
place the: in a Fat Stock show and Sale. This sale was started this
yorr as an annual event by the Petersburg Chamber of Commerce. Two (2)
County 4= lub members participated in this year® show and plan on
participating in next year's show to be held in early May. Competition
is keen amor o exhibitors with each 4=il Club member striving to
have that Orand Champion animal,

mportant part of the county beef cattle program is the
pld connecti rith the Mecklenburg County Fair.

3 as in previous years was held in Chase

City and w pen ¢ f Club members as well as the leading ecattle
producers in the county., Classes consisted of the Hereford and
Aberdeen=Angus breeds and began with a class of heifers six (6)

wonths to eighteen (18) and going through the wvarious ages to the
last class wh was bulls twelve (12) months of age and over, This
Jyoar saw some the leading cattle progucers from adjoining counties
participatin the show., in addition to apprupriate ribbons for
various pla 8, attractive rosettes were awarded the Grand Champion,
and Reserve Grand Champion bull and felale. The offieial placing judge
was George A, Allen, Associate Extension Animal Husbandman of V. Ps I.

ecklenburg County takes pride in the fact that two men, formerly
Extension Specialists with the V, P, [, Animal Husbandry Department,
are now residents of Mecklemburg and managing two (2) rather large
beef cattle farms, Their presence in the county as already done much
and will continue to do much towards advancing the county beef cattle
program. They have been of untold benefit to this agent in serving
on the newly organiged County Board of Agrioculture and on the livestook
comuittee of this Board., ith this committee at work, plans are well
underway for certain definite activities that will take place during 1953,




(c) Pasture Work

'his writer is happy to report that the County pasture
Improvement Committee continues to promote to the fullest,
Governor John 5. Battle's pasture program. This committee, &
desoription of which was given in considerable detail in the
1961 Sarrative report, meets twice a year at which time detailed
reports are heard from magisterial district committees on progress
being made toward pesture development. The magisterial distriet
pasture committees of which there are eight (ﬂs meet more often.
In some districts in the county every farmer has been visited by one
r more members of the district pasture committee with regard to
the farmers individual pasture program. Thus is the pasture
ocomni tteeman not ly able to offer the farmer worthwhile pasture
suglestions, but can determine alsoc from him the progress being
made toward new seedings permanent pasture. This information,
when brought to the chairman of the County Pasture ‘mprovement
Jonmittee, is applied to the county pasture acreage goal., These
district goals, ten year ones, were set up early last year and
since that time progress, although a little slow at times in
some of the districts, is gradually on the upward trend. The present
agreage of good permanent pasture now stands at about 16,000 acres.
This past summer, due to the tremendous drought, pastures were almost
completely wiped out, however, many acres have now been renovated and
reseeded and it seems that once again Mecklenmburg is on it's way
to that ten year goal of 53,606 acres.

ne of the major highlights of the County pasture Committee this
year was the conducting of thirty=two (32) pasture meetings in
one (1) day. This was a considerable undertaking, but with the
support of loeal agricultural professional workers, members of the
pasture comnittees and local farmers, the day-long event went off in
a big way. To get this project underway, professional workers in the
county were given the responsibility in their respective distriot
of contacting farmers and locating pastures on which to hold the meeting.
Four (4) locations were selected in each of the eight (8) districts.
Just a few day~ prior to the pasture meetings, the farmer on whose
the meeting was to be held was furnished about twenty=five (25)
cards. le was asked to sign each one and then address each to
fiends and neighbors and anyone else telling them about the
meeting. is plan worked well and as a result an average of twenty (20)
farners attended ea £ the thirty=two (32) meetings.
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A meeting there was one or more professional worker to
had been said during the meeting. For the most part,
¢ farmer on whose farm the meeting was held did the nost
n doing so told in his own words his story of his
btaining goo asture . hile this method of getting
agture to the farmer is not the complete answer, it
kecklenburg s agent is glad to
sht be seeking a partial answer

arketing Administration aids
promoting additionmal pastures in the ecoumty. During
t farmers requested assistance the loeal P, M, A.
ot in a good word for pastures. Thelr good word
the extent that farmers requested assistance for the
some three thousand (3000) acres to permanent pasture.

pasture demonstrat s set up two (2) years

h the Flant Food Institute of North Carolina

o (2) continues in force, The two (2)
remaining n i 1 condition and were used for two (2) of the
pasture meetings held this sumer. It became necessary to drop one (1)
of the three (3) demonstrations due to lack of interest on the part
f the farmer. For onme thin e farmer never found time it seemed
to elip his pasture and still another item was due to comtinuous
overgrazings The agent worked around the unfortunate situation by
advising the farmer that the demonstration had served it's purpose and
would be moved to another section in the county. The demonstratior
to be set next year will be in a locality where more pastures are
needed,

Two (2) other demonstrations set up last year in cooperation with
the Mant Food j.stitute are conducted by $wo (2) 4eH Club members.
ne (1) eclu enber is carrying a dairy project while the other has
a beefl > t Both members have done an excellemt job with thidr
pastures hey are both in excellent showing condition. The
denongtrat are situated along well travelled roads and has caught
the eoye a traveler,

ur ] ; and Fa seadin oriods a number of human
interest stories giving the successful experience of farmers with good
permanent Astures were carried in the local newspapers and through
a looal radio station. All of the stories were based on experiences
from farmers who had obtained excellent results from their pastures.
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he severe drought this sumer retarded to some extent the
progres: in the ten (10) year pasture goal, however, there has
been considerable reseeding done this Fall, with considerably more
to be done next Spring. When this is accomplished, once again
progress toward this fisal goal will be assured.

(D) Extension=TVA Farm Unit Demonstrations.

These Farm Ynit Demonstrations are examples of what good farm
managenent practices can mean when carried out over a period of time,
In almost every instance these demonstration farms have been the first
and foremost in getting on the land any new idea or practioce relating
to overall eorop or livestock production. Sound agronomic, soil and
water conservation methods are carried on wherever one of these farm
unit demonstrations is located., The demonstrations are used on
numerous occcasions for various field meetings. A mmber of the pasture
meetings held this summer took place on some of these unit demonstration
farms.,

¥ith the cooperation of the Temnessee Valley Authority, this
phase of the county agricultural program has been in existance since
1986, ihile it has not always been possible to get a full ear load
of phosphate each year, this county has shared with adjoining ones in

securi a full car at various times. The agent worked slosely with
the demonstrators in earrying out the poligy of getting the material

on those fields that are eligible for an application. That is, those
fields that were to receive treatment at intervals of three (3) years,
five (5) s, otc. These demonstration farms represent a oross
section of the various types of farming econducted in the eounty, namely,
dairy, beef cattle and general farming.

A recent change in the poliecy of T. V. A. has resulted in the
graduation of all except two (2) of the farm unit demonstrators here
in Mecklenburg. That is, graduated from the standpoint of not being
eligible to receive any more phosphate material. It is hoped that
the future will brir out changes that will permit more farm unit
demonstrations to be conducted under this program.

(8) Corn Production Work

sorn production was severely curtailed due to the dry weather
conditions that prevailed during the sumer. In fast production was
out to where the over-all county average corn yield is not expected
to reach twenty (20) bushels per acre. Aside from the dry weather
of this year, farmers hawe sontinued to ecarry out those practices that
would normally serve to boest production. Although no particular drive
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or contest was held this year, the agent continued through the
year to bring out timely suggestions at intervals that would aid
this phase of the work. Getting this information to farmers was
accompli d through letters, local papers, radio programs and
field meetings.

During the early sumer, the agent accompanied a group of local
farmers to a nearby Experiment Station to see and observe some twenty
(20) or more corn hybrid varieties adapted to this area. A short
time later still another group attended the Annual Field Day at the
Chatham Experiment Station and while there saw work being conducted
on various corn hybrids, many of which were on the recommended list.

To keep corn production at a high level here in Mecklenburg
is the primary objective of the County Agronomy Committee. Plans
are underway for more intensive demonstrations during 1953. Une
of those to receive special emphasis will be “production” = a
demonstration eubodying all of the very latest recommendations
and practices. These, coupled with other demonstrations of a
similar nature, should and will eontinue to boost corn produstion
in Necklenburpg.

(P) Corn lybrid work

lo the apgents knowledge no hybrid seed corn was produced in the
county this year for sale. The several growers who had produced this
seed up until this year found it necessary to discontimue the project.
It is the hope that several growers will become sufficiently interested
to where they will plan to produce seed during 1968,

It is estimated that not more than 76X of the county corn acreage
this year was devoted to hybrids. This figure represents a decrease
of about 5X from last year's figure of 80%. From the information that
has come to the agent, this decrease in the acreage usually devoted to
hybrids has resulted from poor stands which many growers attribute to
inferior s e« ¥hile this may be a partial answer, it is also felt

that injury from soil insects Lmmediately following corn

; has also attributed to the decrease. It is hoped that
additional experimemtal work can be conducted along these lines during
1963,

The cooperation of corn seed dealers, local newspaper editors and
radio stations have aided in maintaining a fairly high percentage
land being devoted to hybrids. All awailable information as to
adapted hybrids, fertiliser and planting recomvendations have been
furn i from time to time to all local seed deal@s+ These dealers
have cooperated wholeheartedly in passing this information on $o their
customers and fellow farmers.
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‘he County Agronomy Committee feels that several corn hybrid
demonstrations, in view of the fact that they were not conducted
this year, should be attempted during 1963, This practice was
discontinued during 1960, because it was felt that this type of
thing had served its purpose. It will be plamned, however, in the
coming year to set up demonstrations on the newer hybrids.

(@) Cooperative Wool Pool and Sheep Work

There are now twengy-one (21) flock owners in the eounty.
Four (4) the above mumber came about this year, Those owners
wore assisted this year in marketing 3116 1lbs. of wool., This smount
constitutes almost al) of the wool produced in the county., The wool
thie yoar as in pervious years was sold through the United Wool
Jrowers Association, bringing a total premium payment in cash of
$1250,90,

The local wool pool is operated by growers bringing their
product to Boydton on a specified date, at which time it is assembled
orted to South Boston, Virginia. when thought necessary,
is repacked., It is graded and then loaded on fré#ight cars.
n each mnnual wool pool date the agent assists in all the foregoing
operations.

The writer's office keeps a supply of wool bags and paper twine
for those producers participating in the wool pool., Amnually through
personal letters, all growers are reminded to treat their flocks
for worms.

Growers in the pool continue to market their lambs cooperatively,
Such market is located at South Boston, Virginia. Prior to each
lamb sale, a competent grader of the Virginia Division of Markets
of the State Department of Agriculture is on hand to grade the growers'
lambs. Orowers using this means of marketing their lambs report
favorable prices received following each sale.

Four (4) farmers were assi d during the year in securing good
grade owes. In addition three (3) purebred rams wore placed with
growers just petting into sheep production.

(11) Tobacco Work.

The allotted acreage of flue=gured tobacco in the ecounty this year
was 16,097 acres. This acreage represents about 2800 growers and as would
be expected demands that much of the agent's time be spent in commeetion
with this particular program of work.
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Losses in tobagco fields from Blackshank and Granville Wilt
has become so alarmingly great, that the Legislature of Virginia,
during it's General Assembly of this year, appropriated funds that would
permit the hiring of additional persomnel to work in the major
tobacco ¢o s with farmers on their major tobacco disease
1 no person has yet filled this position here in
ed that such persomnel will be awvailable at an

as & total of two (2) warietal experiments being
cooperating farmers. Une (1) of the two (2)

A and is handled by John Thomas Williams of
s particular project is grown in cooperation with
yc0 companies, the V, F, I. Agronomy Department and the
tural Experiment Station. In the projeet this year,
illiens grew six (6) ome~half (%) aere plots of tobaceo with
lot being devoted to one single wvariety. In all six (6)
individual varieties were under test. The tobacoo from this project
was recently sold and a sumary as to yield figures, eteo. will be
furnished the near future to interested growers, A field meeting
was hold at this project this summer with some fifty (50) or more
farmers in attendance. The object of this meeting was to observe
growth characteristics of the individual varieties, ete. It is planned
to eontinue the project in 1963,

the other of the two (2) warietal experiments is located near
South Hill and is handled by James O, Brooks. This year made the
third consecutive year that this project has been in operation,
A total of sixteen (16) varieties were under test, many of them
resistant to either Blackshank or Granville Wilt. As was true
last year, each variety was kept separate when harvested and cured
and actual yield data determined on each variety. Information
derived from last year's (1951) test was used in field meetings
held during the sumer and in indoor meetings held last winter. This
or experinent affords the 2800 growers in the
and information regarding best kmown yield data, curing
roation on varieties resistant to Blackshank and Granville
toms relating ¢ i

tobac disease clinic, the first of it's kind ever to be held
in the county was conducted during August. A total of 176 farmers
attended the clinic which was an all day affair. The agent with the
assistance of 5. B, Feme, lxtension Plant pathologist, arranged six
(6) stops (usually at a county church) on a thirtyesix (36) mile tour
through the county., Farmers were notified of the time and loecation
of the stops and were asked to bring any and all diseased specimen to
any one of the six (6) locations. Here the disease was diagnosed




and control recormendations given. Farmers liked the disease
elinic idea so well that it will be carried out again in 1963,
Aside from giving 175 farmers istance through the elinie,
at loast 175 additional diseased tobacco specimen were sent to
the Sxtension Flant Pathologist for farmers unable to attend
the plant disease eolinic.

A rotary hoe demonstration was conducted on the farm of
Mr, Billy Wells in June with 250 farmers in attendance. This
demonstration eonducted with the eccoperation of local equipment
dealers showed that by use of the rotary hoe in eultivating
tobacco during early growth, that the long slow job of working
tobacco with hand hoes could be eliminated to a large degree.
This hoe which is attached to a tractor and cultiwvates tobacco
while it is still quite small is something relatively new to the
tobacco grower, but many growers purchased this equiyment this
season, with many more now plamning to purchase next year, Many
growers oconsider the cost of this equipment just a small item as
compared with the usual high cost in hiring hand labor for the job.

™wo (2) plant béd demonstrations were started this Fall with
results not expected before next Spring. The purpose of these
demonstrat s will be to show the weed killing action of ecertain

fertiliger chemicals, mainly Cyanamid, Also in these demonstrations,
various soil conditioners were used and check plots left so that
comparisons can be made later. In the event that the demonstrations

3

are successful, farmers will be invited to them during the Spring,
when a discussion of e entir roocedure will be made.

any farmers started or rather are continuing the practice of
applying mineral oil and/or oil emulsion for the control of suckers
in tobacco. This is not recommended by the Experiment Stations in
North Carclina and Virginia, therefore, the agent has placed little
enphasis on this particular project., A few demonstrations, however,
were set up with cooperation of a few oil companies, and observations
made from time to time. This phase of the program seems promising
at the present time, but additional experimental data is still
needed. A few growers experienced excellent sucker control, while
others reported considerable oil injury.
- ith the cooperation of irrigation equipment companies, one (1)
tobacco plant bed and one (1) tobacco field irrigation demonstration
was conducted in the county during April and again in May. This
project is rapidly gaining in popularity as was evidenced by a total
of 300 farmers attending the two (2) demonstrations. To date four (4)
growers in the county have purchased this type of equipment.
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lue tobacco barn removation involving the installation of
the "Oxford" ridge type ventilator and the installation of
insulation material continues %o expand rapidly., Growers who have
followed through on this renovation program report that better
oures at greatly reduced fuel consumption results from such
renovation. It is estimated at the present time that almost
268 of e flue-cured tobacco growers in the county have renovated
their barns in one way or another during the past two (2) years.
r. Y. D. Kite, Associate Extension Agricultural Engineer, and
Mr, G. R. Mathews, Associate Extension Agronomist have been of
tremendous help with this partioular sctivity.

It is estimated that at least 250 farmers were direotly
assisted in obtaining better tobacco seed. Some of these seed
included seed of old line varieties while the majority were
varieties resistant to either Blackshank or Granville Wilt diseases.

the winter of this year three (3) indoor meetings were
wers. re 0. Re Mathews, Associate Extension Agronomist,
wgent with these meetings and discussed disease problems
recormendations. Also those agromomic practiec
the production of hish quality tobacco were discussed.
ng were held in Boydton, South Hill and Palmer Springs
attendance of some five hundred (500) or more farmers.

robably more growers now than at anytime before are accepting
the fact that to prevent tobacco blue mold in the plant bed, control
moasures will nced be applied early. All growers employing this
practice boasted an adequate supply of strong, healthy plants at
transplanting time. The agent stressed this particular disease and
stressed the importance of it's eomtrol in all radio programs and
farmers moetings conducted during the early part of the year.

Tobagco bud and horn worms were a problem in the county this
year, but growers overcame this handiocap with the help of two (2)
airplane spray companies operating spray planes in the eounty.

These planes, using sprays reccmmended by the Extension Service, were
able to handle several hundred acres a day and thereby saved the
tobagco growers many dollars worth of tobacco that would have
ordinarily been destroyed by insects.

n Work

he Coux tton Improvement Association, an organisation
starte 1949, handles much of this county's cotton program. The
annua weti is year was held during February, at which time,
among other ¢ s, officers were elected for the year. The program
also vered a deta led discussion of cotton inseets and control
weasures, planting and fertilization, improved varieties, certified

seed and such, w president of the Assoeiation, R. V. Harper, was
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in the meeting by Mr. J. W. Rogers, District Agent;
Je Rowell, Extension Entomologist and this agent.

the second annual Ginners and Buyers School was held at
Bmporia in OGreensville County with Mecklenburg being represented
by one of it's largest gimmers and this agent. Mr. J. W, Rogers,
District Agent and Chairman of the State Cotton Committee, handled
epresentatives of the North Carolina and Virginia
Agriculture, with representatives of the V. P, I.
» assisted with the meeting to provide gimners
formation repgarding classing service, gin stand
operatior momic practices and other items relating to the
producti £ cotton., This sohool has proven well worthwhile and
one that our ginners look forward to each year with a great deal
of pleasure.

e field meeting held in this county during June was well
attended and was another activity of our local Cotton Improvement
Association. The meeting took place on the farm of Mr, W. J. Ridout,
a director of the asscoiation. MNr, J. W, Rogers, District Agent,
discussed production and Dr. J, 0. Rowell, Extension Entomologist,
outlined and demonstrated the method of making boll weevil infestation
counts. Thirty (30) growers were in attendance.

It is estimated that 75X or more of the county's cotton
growers employed to some extent certain inseet control measures
during the year. A large amount of dusting, as was true in this
instance, was done by mechanical dusters attached to farm tractors,
while still considerably more was done by horse drawn equipment,
Growers have not forgotten the ravages resulting from boll weevil
injury in 1950 and as a result realize more than ever before that
to plant eott will mean to dust it also.

fo the agent's knowledge, no growers in the county produced
certified seed duri the year., Growers in general depended upon
their ginner for seed, Ginners not only supply their customers with
their plan needs, t have on hand the wvarious dusting material
whe weded by the grower,

jeveral the ginners in the county were assisted by the agent
in execut a Cotton Sampler's Bond. his Bond permits the gimner to
les cotton from the finished bale to be forwarded to
i of fice for classifiocation as to grade and staple lengthy
ation is then returned to the grower by means of a card.
s & rule, are happy to partieipate in this mamner, because
moans an added service to their ocustomers.




) Agricultural Engineering Work

This year saw four (4) county farmers purchase irrigation
equipment with which to irrigate mainly their tobasco fields and
permanent pastures. As mentioned under tobacco work, portable
irrigation equiyment companies with the cooperation of the Vv, P, 1.
Agricultural Engineering Department, assisted the agent in bringing
to the people the county, two (2) demonstrations where they
oould see first hand the operation of such equipment. This being
such an extremely dry year, that farmers purchasing irrigation equipment
reported the system paid for themselves the first season. Indications
are now that many more farmers will be purchasing this type of
equipment in the forthooming year, With the coming of portable
irrigation equipment has come an increased demand by farmers for
pgnds as a source of irrigation water. The agent has received the
assistance of the loeal Soil Conservation Technieian in the location
of at least six (6) farm ponds in the county.

Numerous requests have been received during the past year by
the agent from farmers desiring assistance in farm building construction,
Brooder house, cattle barn, loading chute, hay, machinery shed, tobacco
barns of the frame and masonry type and numerous other plans have
been supplied 125 or more farmers. Fifteen (15) families have been

supplied with residental plans, a mmber of Church groups have beex
assisted in obtaining plans for additional Sunday School rooms.

Another vital part of the Agricultural Engineering prograa is the
tobaceco barn renovation work which was covered to some extent under the
project astivity, Tobasco Work. It might be mentioned here, however,

mt v o help of the V. P, 1., Engineering Department, ome (1)
demo ation flue tobacco barn was constructed in the county this year.
perating farmer, in constructing this barm, imcluded the latest
recommended featuresand much good information for the use of the
county*s 2800 tobacco growers should come from this farmer's records
resulting from this bit of Agricultural Engineering work.

Jach passing year sees a mumber of the newer type farm structures
being tructed in various parts of the county. The agent, on numerous
occasions, refer interested farmers to these sites and more of'ten
acoompany farmers to see firet hand, a building similar in style or

size to the one desired by him,

he inorease in beef ocattle mumbers has resulted in inereased
interest in loading chutes and holding pens. The agent has directly
assisted six (6) farmers in staking out lines for such arrangements.




(x) Forestry Work

me (1) pine tree planting demonstration lasting an entire day was
held in February on the farm of Mr. S, B, Land, In order to giwve
more farmers an opportunity to attend, an hour was set aside in the
sorning and another during the afterncom for a diseussion of the
denonstration. A total of 300 farmers attended the demonstration,
V. P, 1e, Associate Extension Forester, C. ¥, Gill and representatives
of the Virginia Forest Service ted the agent in preparing for
and conducting the demonstration, The site selected for the
demonstration was a fifteen (15) acre trast of land that had just been
olean out of it's stand of short leaf pine. In whole=planting
this area, ¥r, Land used loblolly pine seedlings.

Interest remains high in the use of treated post. During the
i the agent received mumerous requests from
jesiring info on the treatment of posts. A few farmers
: it advantageous to treat their own posts while others
nd it to their advantage to secure posts from other sources.

It is estimated that 30,000 loblolly pine seedlings were trans~
planted in the Spri by a nunber of farmers and requests are already
bel received from farmers for seedlings to be transplanted early
next year. There are several large lumber oconcerns in the county
all of which have cooperated wholeheartedly in furnishing seedlings
at sost * w farmer. Several 4~il Club members transplanted
loblolly pine seedlings this Spring and have used this as their Clud
pro ject.

At least thirty (30) farmers were assisted by offielals of the
Virginia Forest Service, V. P. I. Extension Férestry Department and
this agent in the estimating and marking of their timber.

(L) Small Orain Work

All farm supply and seed dealers in the county were supplied a
1ist of recomended small grain varieties as soon as such a list was
made available by the Virginia Agricultural Experiment Station and
the V. p, 1. Agronomy Department.

me lundred twenty five (126) farmers were given assistance in
securing Bood seed from a mumber of sources. There are several farmers
in tie county who are members of the Virginia Crop Improvement
Association and Seed Stocks of Virginia, Incorporated. The agent
assisted these growers at numerous times with reference to the wvarious
inspections.
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A field trip was made to a nearby Experiment Station to observe
small grain varieties. The agent acoompanied some twenty (20)
or more farmers this tour,

Community lmproveoment Work,

fork on this particular phase of the county progrem got underway
for the first time this year with the re-orpganisation of the County
loard of Agriculture and the formation of a Home and Commmity
Improvement Committee. o

Four (4) landscape demonstrations were set up in widely separated
sections of the county for the bemefit of the public. The sites
selected were two (2) new homes just occupied for the first time and

in which little or no work had been done on the yards. The other two
sites were homes of long standing, one of the two being nearly one
hundred (100) years old., The demcnstrations, which were well attended,
were conducted with t} an f Albert S. Beecher, Assistant
ixtensior ticul turist ¥ « 1o, who gave some practiocal su

s of driveways and walk ways, the planting of shrubbery, ete.

wwtrations will be termed result demcnstrations and used

time for similar meetings.

Fumerous people in the county have been assisted from time to time

minor landseape probl here have been some special problems
at times, but specialiste w V, Y. I, Horticultural Department have
come to the agent's aid on those ococasions in a fine mamner.

It is hoped that az our lome and Community Improvement Comudttee
continues to function, that the commmity improvement side of the
progra: i ve brought more int: the overall program.

(N) Miscellanocous Activities.

In this seet on of the narrative will be gome of those astivities
that required a part of the agent's time during the year that have
not been mentioned elsewhere., The following are some of those jobs
that deserve mention:

1. Assisted with the organization of "CROP". As this nmarrative
being written, work is underway on this program.

jerved as vice=chairman of the County Agricultupal Professional
jouneils Four (4) meetings were held during the year with each
devoted to some phase of the county's agriocultural work.
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o 3. Served as a member of the "Calvacade of Conservation"
Committee during the year representing the V. F, I. Agricultural
Extensi ervice. Three (3) meetings were held in connection
with this committee.

4. The agent worked closely with the Mecklenburg County Fair
Agssociation in preparing for and condueting the 4lst Annual Fair
held in Chase City, Virginia,

S+ Attonded with five (5) farmers from the county the annual
Institute of Rural Affairs held in August at Blacksburg, Virginia.

® 6« The County Sxtension Agent has served during the year as
secretary to the County Board of Agriculture; Dairy Herd Improvement
Association and the county pasture improvement committee. Also the
agent has served as chairman of the County Veterans Training Advisory
Camittee. In addition to the above mentioned offices, the agent
serves as a member of the County Forestry Committee of the Virginia

) 4 ts' Incorporated and is represented on the Resolutions Committee
of The County Farm Bureau.

7. llave spent oconsiderable time in assisting Extension=TVA
farn unit demonstrators with their 1951 Farm AccountRecords.

8. All farm operators in the county were sent letters
regarding the importance of purchasing ynited States Saving Bonds.
me (1) radio program was devoted to the importance of this program.

9. Sixteen (16) radio talks were prepared and given over Radio
Station, WSVS, Crewe, Virginia.

10, lave participated in all meet ngs of the Coumty Agricultural
@obilization Conmittee.

4l. lelped conduct a 4=l Club Tractor Maintemance Clinie and a
T'sactor Operator's Contest. All local equipment dealers cooperated
wholeheartedly in the movement,

2. Attenced as a guest of the local Bankers Association the annual
three~day Farmer-Banker Conference held at Natural Bridge, Virginia.

13, Conducted one (1) Farm “anagement meeting. Dr. He M. Love,
Head, Department of Agricultural Beonomics of V, P, 1., was speaker
on this ocoasion,

14. Attended with a group of farmers from this and adjoining
®oountics, a tour of the yiddleburg Experiment Station and observed
th asture and livestock work being done there.
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15, Attended the week=long annual Extension Staff Conference
held at V. pe I., Blacksburg, during the latter part of August.

16. Assisted the local Production and Marketing Administration
office in holding an alleday school of instruction for community
Pe 5, A. conmitteemen, who will assist in the 19563 A, C. P, Program.

17. Attended with Extension Stenographer, along with agents
and secretaries of adjoining counties, a meeting in Kenbridge devoted
office filing.

4=5 Club
General

There were thirteen (13) active school clubs organized in
Mecklenburg County during the 195162 pxtension year. The active
enrollment of these school clubs was two hundred (200) boys
carrying 224 projects.

These 200 club members were enrolled in 224 agriocultural projects
being divided as follows: Corn 31) cotton 23 Peanuts 1j Home
Garden 10; Forestry §; Hay 1; Beef 21; Dairy 359) Swine 44;
Tractor laintenance 13; Farm and Home Electric 19 Poultry 17;
Rabbits 3) and Tobacco 20. The projects represent a total profit
of §6,508,68. A total of §323.756 was won in prizes by members who
completed their projects. This figure does not include prises won
by those members not completing their work. There has been
organized this year nineteen (19) school clubs, two (2)
community clubs and we hope for another community olub.

The club members participated widely in the county contests.
There were county winners from various clubs in the county of
t' following awards: Achievement, Dairy Achievement, Farm and
Home Eleotric, Field Crops, Garden, Leadership, Meat Animal,
Poultry Achievement and Tractor Maintenance. These awards were
presented at the 4=H Club Achievement Day Program.

All thirteen (13) school clubs met on a monthly basis. All
of these clubs met during school hours and in the high school
when facilities allowed, The clubs were organiged ascording to age
groups into Junior and Senior Clubs in each school and joint
meetings of both the boys and girls were held at each meeting. A
program was prepared and presented at each meeting, then the
groups separated with the leaders and 4<H Agents for project
instruction,
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In addition to the school elubs a tractor maintenance olub, a
farn and home electric club and dairy club was organiszed. These
clubs were organigzed for the purpose of project instruection in
these fields of interest.

Because of the loss of the High School building at South Hill
due to fire and because of the drought during the summer months,
the completion of projects is low,

Aotivities

The 4=11 Club County Council held it's Spring meeting to make
plans for the latter part of the year's activities, such as anmual
pienic, Junior Guernsey ghow, Camp and Club Programs. The Couneil
met in Uetober to reorpganize and elect officers for the new olub
year, lans were made at this time for Achievement Day, Farm
and Home Electric Froject, Rural Life Sunday and NHatiomal 4-H Week.
The Couneil plans to have more meetines and a more active organiszation
in the coming year.

me of the more outstanding 4-i events of the year was the
Seoklenburg County junior Guernsey show, held in comnection with
the Field Day of the County Guernsey Breeders Association,
Approximately seventeen (17) 4=i Club and F, P, A, members exhibited
twenty-one (21) animals, theimajority being purebred. A total
of $157.00 and ribbons were awarded to the elub members whose
animals were judged as outstanding. The official judge was Thomas
B. Bently, Manager of Mymaborys Farms, Richmond, Virginia, and the
Judge of showmanship and fittiag was James W, Howe, Dairy Specialist
in charge of 4=H work from V., P, 1. The monetary prises were donated
by local businessmen and individuals. Awards were made to the
winners in the fitting and showmanship comtest. Approximately 150
people attended this event. It will be of interest to note that
Peggy Jo Watkins, a member of the Palmer Springs Club, showed
the Grand Champion and Reserve grand Champion animals for the
second straight year. Peggy Jo also placed first in showmanship
and fitti and earried home $36.,00, in cash prizes and ribbons.

'he Tuernsey Endless chain Heifer Frojeet continues to
operate the county this year. This year three (3) club members
discharged their obligations by sing on to another club member,
at the diserimination of th ub Agent, a heifer. This project
is now wide-spread throughout the county and there are ten (10)
animals in the ownershi fi Club members and most every olub is
represented.
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The boys who received heifers in the Baby Beef Project
have continued this project as a cow and heifer project. Several
members have developed quite a nice herd as a result of the
original heifer which they received in the projeet in 1949,
The wimner of the county medal of meal animal award last year is
& member of this project and now has expanded his herd to five (5)
females a one (1) bull.

f the three (3) club members whe secured steers to feed out
for sh X sale in the Spring Junior Calf Show and Sale,
sponsored by the Fetersburg Junior Chamber of Commerce, two were
able to take part. the club member with a Hereford steer placed
fifth in showmanship and the member with the Angus steer placed
fourth in the class of Angus. The c¢lub member showing the Angus
steer in Petersburg was the county wimmer in the Meal animal award
this year. Those boys have secured steers and have same on
grain ration in hopes of participating in the Junior Calf Show and
Sale at Fetersburg this coming Spring under the spomsorship of
the Junior Chamber of Commerce.

he Sears Foundation Endless Chain Pig Contest was eontinued
this year in a new commumity, South Hill, There were five (5)
pigs passed on to boys of the South Hill Clubs, who received the
pigs from the gilts in last year's contest. There were only four (4)
pigs in the contest last year, but sufffecient funds to have five (5),
so five (5) pigs are in the contest this year. A purebred male has
been secured and placed in the community and the gilts have been
bred. Judging of this year's contest has not taken place yet.
It has been decided that judging would be more uniform or on a
more nearly equal basis by waiting until each gilt has farrowed.
Judging will take place and awards presented in the Spring.

fhe annual county 4-H Club picnic was held in August at Pine
ill. rThose attending enjoyed a refreshing swim
recreation, plus refresiments. The entire family

ecklenburg County a Trastor Maintenance
! ° rpose of instruction of ocare and
r tractors. In December the 4« Club Agent and
leaders attended the tractor clinie at V, P, I, and
received training in eonducting classes within the county.

There were held five (5) instructiomal classes in five (5)
sections of the county considering the following make tractors:
John Deere, Ford, Farmall, Case, Allis-Chalmers and Ferguson.
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Classes were conducted by Extension Agents, leaders and tractor
mechanics, Of thirteen (13) enrolled in this projeet, there were
nine (9) completing the project work satisfactorily. The winners
of the count wdals of Tractor laintenance Awards were, first,
Arthur Hart, Union Level, Virginia, and Braxton Bell of Chase City,
Virginia. In comnection with the tractor maintemance project, the
eludb members completing the projeect entered into a trastor
operator's contest. In the tractor contest held in yay the boys
were scored on four (4) events, The first being a written
exanination on the material studled in the previous maintenance
class, The second event being the daily inspection and starting
tragtor. The third event being the operation of & tractor of their
choice, where the operator backed a manure spreader down an
alley, drove through an obstacle course and retwrned the implement
to the shed. And the fourth event was belting. Nine (9) boys
participated in this contest and the winners were as follows:
Pirst, Sraxton Bell of the Chase City Clubj Second, Arthur Hart
of the Suckhorn Club and Loy Lenhart of the Chase City Club, The
first place county wimner participated in the distriot operator's
eontest in Petersburg.

Nine (9) boys and eighteen (18) girls attended the 4=il Camp
’c.:;v, Farrar, Virginia Beash in July. The Clubs were very well
represented and attendance was enjoyed by those members. Mecklenburg
County was represented at Conservation Camp at Camp Farrar, Virginia
Beach, and reported an excellent week of fun, fellowship and
instruction.

b boys exhibited twenty-seven (27) individual exhibits
ltural Fair this year. A total of $26.50
in their exhibits. The 4<H Clubs prepared a
work. The county banner was over the booth.
luded a list of the projects that eould be taken by
club members. There were two projects represented in the display,
they the tractor maintenance and Farm and Home Electric projects.
7 included pictures of the cludb activities, a miniature
ntest, articles made in the classes and record books.

In the Spring the dairy projeot members organiszed a Dairy
Cattle Judging Team, Under the leadership of outstanding dairymen
in the county the team visited several herds and practiced judging
on *he various breeds of dairy cattle. The team also judged jointly
with dairy club members from nearby counties.
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in the Fall the dairy projeet members met again to organize a
Dairy C « It is the purpose of this elub to give the clud members
further instruction on dairy farming that cannot be obtained at
the one~hour monthly meetings; to give the olub member an opportunity
to profit by the dairy leader's experience; and offer recreation
in comnecti with dairy club work., There has been set up a four (4)
year program about dairying. Leaders work with the boys at the elub
meeting and in the commmities. There are five (5) dairy leaders
in the five (5) sections of the county to assist the club members
whenever they need help.

Five (5) outstanding club members, representing the entire county
attended the Amnual 4=l Short Course at B)acksburg in Jume, These
boys and girls profited a great deal by their trip and have applied
their knowledge into 4=l Club work in their individual clubs. Braxton
Bell, outstanding olub member from the Chase City Club and now a
student at V., . 1., Blacksburg, was elected an Alle-Star from
Necklenburg County this year.

Those club members interested in Rural Electrifiocation orgarized
an eleotric club and studied Farm and Home Electricity under the
supervision of the representatives of the local power suppliers.
About thirty (30) club members and some parents attended four
two (2) hour classes where they studied better lighting, making
lamps and service cords and care of appliances. There was also
& Sour of a well electrified home and farm. Of the Unit I, a
boy eounty winner and a girl county winner attended the 4« Farm
and lome Electric Congress at the Jefferson Hotel in Riehmond,
Virginia September 3 « 5, The county winners put on a display
along with about twenty (20) other counties, an exhibit of the
Story of the Farm and fome Electrie Project in yeeklendurg County,
Four (4) additional county wimners were selected and received county
medals at the Achievement Day rrogram. Unit I has been set up for
the coming year (1963) for those who have never taken the Farm and
Home Rlgetric "roject. For those enrclled in the electric project
1tltf t II will be offered early in 19853,

Jlub members displayed a part of the 4<H booth at the
County Fair.

The annual 4=fl Club Achievement Day was held jointly with the
Home Demonstration Clubs of Mgoklenburg County on November 6, 1952,
The program consisted of activities of the Home pemonstration
Clubs and presentation of 4=i Club swards and prise checks for
exhibits in the County Fair by the Home pgent and 4=l Club Agent.
An interesting talk, illustrated by beautiful color slides, was
presented by Rev. George Harris, who has recently toured the
lioly Land, the topiec of his talk. Twenty-six dollars and fifty
cents ($26.50) was presented to the boys as prise money won in




the lecklenburg County Fair in Og¢tober, County medals were
presented for the following awards: Achievement, Dairy
Achievement, Fam and fome Electric, Field crops, Garden,
Leadership, Xeat Animal, Poultry Achievement and Tractor
Mdntenance. The olub members also had on display, projects
they had grown and made during this olub year. There was an
attendance of approximately 150 members and their families,

Local lcaders have been of imvaluable assistance, especially
with work in various field days and the Achievement Day. Many
new project and club leaders have been secured this year. The
Extension agents are attempting to secure leaders in the remaining
elubs and project fields.

Older Youth Work

The 4=i Cludb and Older Youth Committee of the County Board
of Agriculture met with older youth specialist, W, W. Bure,
and it was folt that a survey should be conducted to determine
the need for an older youth organization in the county. It is
At such a survey will be conducted by the County Home
lubs in the near future. At present there are no
e county, but the uxtension Agents have
his age group individually.

b has been working with a young Church group in
y which includes several demoninations. This is an
croup of non-extension nature to promote fellowship
will and to assist young Christian boys and girls.
Advice is often given and service rendered by the Agent.

Work With other Agricultural Agencies.
Extension Service personnel here in Mecklenburg enjoys

the continuous good will, fellowahip and wholehearted support of
all other professional workers within the ecounty,

The sincere désire on the part of all the professional workers
to render the greatest possible service to the farm people and give
all the aid possible to those with whom they work, has helped
aghieve this cordial relationship.
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iith the exception of the office of the Farmers Home
Administration, all offices of other Agricultural Agencies are
situated under the same roof as the Extension Office and as
would be expected almost constant contact is maintained. In
meetings of the County Board of Agriculture, Agricultural
Frofessional Workers and the County Agricultural Mobilisation
Commi ttee, workers are brought even closer together.

he Extension Agent is careful to forward all copies of newly
released bulletins and other infuormational releases to every
other professional worker. All professiomal workers, both white
and nogro, have felt this service to be most helpful.

A cordial relationship exists between the white Extension
Agent and the negro agent here in Mecklenburg. The négro agent
y assists the white agent and vice versa. Such a
as doubtless achieved maximum results with both races.

Sspecially is there a most ocorfliil relationship between the Soil
Conservationist and the agent who see each other almost every day.
lequests for assistance and information is exchanged constantly.

ly a door separates the agent's office from the loeal oflice

the Froduction and Marketing Administration. The agent endeavors
to keep abreast of all the progrums administered by the P, M, A,
in order to answer questions asked of him with reference to their
program., Persomnel of the local P, N, A, office have cooperated
wholeheartedly in promoting better agricultural methods and prastices
in the county. The agent has assisted the P, N, A. whenever possible
with their numerous programs.

ther Agricultural Agencies and Urganizations with whom the
agent has worked closely include the Farm Bureau, Forestry Service,
Department of Vocational Agrioculture, Production Credit Association
and the Yarmers Home Adninistration.

ther Means of Heaching People.
Sxtension personnel depends largely on the County Board of

Agriculture and the Board's sub-committees for plans regarding
the county LExtension program.

Comuittee meetings are held, at which time definite goals are
set up and plans made for various demonstrations, etc.

There are three (3) loocal papers in the county. Bach paper
ished weekly, with one or more finding their way into the
hemes of nearly eve Y in the county. Whenever possible the
agent writes an agr ural column for each paper which carries
such laformation as timely suggestions, notices of meetings, reports

?

of demonstrat s & similar items. The local editors also
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Gooperate wholeheartedly in carrying news articles written by
the State Extension Editorial 0ffice.

Specia} ;"po ngs, both indoor and field meetings, are
widely used/dls nation of information, Such meetings were
described under the heading of Project Activities.

Throughout the year the agent has been appearing on the
fifteen (15) minute Agricultural Extension Service Program over
I5VS, Crewe, Virginia. The Home Agent and Coumty Agricultural
Agents present a program each week, altermating the weeks,

Sometimes interviewed on these programs are guests ineluding
4~ lub members.

Evaluation of Year's Work.

To attempt to acquaint 4,030 farm families with the Extension
3 wou take the best of one's entire life and that 1ife
woul ped b9 a long, long one. It would be out of order to report
at the agent or his assistant had influenced this great mumber,
It is folt, however, that in one way or another ' 2,788 of those
families have been influenced by the Extension Program. MNany
families, no doubt, have been influenced by the Lxtension Program
without being aware of it. Result demonstrations have attributed

™

to this fact. ther farmers have been influenceZ by personal
contact, personal farm visits, meotings, radio programs and loecal
newspapers. Additional farmers have been influenced by the
ixtension Program by committeomen and members of the Coumty Board
of Agricoulture and other Agricultural Agenscies.

The writer has continued to emphasigze the importance of a
diversified type of farming rather than relying upon the system of
one crop farming. This subject continues to be foremost in
the minds of committeemen and leaders working with rural people.
fith each passing year growth in the direction of a more completely
diversified farm hnd home unit iF assured.

evaluating the year's work, this agent considers the

gation of the County Board of Agriculture as one of the
major steps undertaken during the year to keep the County Uxtension
Frogran a sound basis. This organization made up of some of
the leading pecple in the county talk over, discuss and plan those
programs that no other ageney exocept Extension is designed to handle.
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COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS

U. S Department of Agriculture Extension Sersice
and State Agricultural Colleges Washington, D. ¢

COMBINED ANNUAL REPORT OF COUNTY EXTENSION WORKERS
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READ SUGGESTIONS, PAGES 2 AND 16




SUGGESTIONS RELATIVE TO THE PREPARATION OF THE COU! k TENSION
AGENT’'S ANNUAL REPORT
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GENERAL ACTIVITIES




GENERAL ACTIVITIES—Continued

SUMMARY OF EXTENSION INFLUENCE THIS YEAR
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EXTENSION ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING
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CROP PRODUCTION (other than for family food supply.—See page 11, column (a) and items 115 (¢), (1) through (8))
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FARM MANAGEMENT
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MARKETING AND DISTRIBUTION




HOUSING, FARMSTEAD IMPROVEMENT, AND EQUIPMENT
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH




FAMILY ECONOMICS, PARENT EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY LIFE
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SUMMARY OF ¢ H CLUB BOYS’ AND GIRLS' PROJECTS
One club member may engage in two or more projects The sum of the projects is therelore greater than the numi of different club members enrolled




IBERSHIP WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOX
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A. Extension organized groups of young men and women
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TERMINOLOGY
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