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Abstract
This paper aims at critically assessing the role of property rights in natural resource management in Kenya.  The paper first outlines Kenya’s land rights experiences since the colonial era and its effects on current land policies.   It discusses the marginalization of local communities’ interests by the colonial government.  It illustrates the supremacy of the colonial interests over local communities’ land tenure arrangements and management. It further shows how traditional leadership and cultural roles and practices were completely weakened or destroyed.  The paper further describes the anomaly with which the governments which came into being after independence have handled the land rights problems through ineffective and often discriminate policies.  The government continues to govern almost all Kenyan forests and it is against this background that the culture of displacement that continues to plague the country has taken root.

Several different but complimentary methodologies were employed to collect data from members of communities affected by land allocation policies.  They include both IFRI/SANREM 
 research tools and a combination of PRA methods.  Results indicate that both colonial and present government policies have had negative effect on communities’ rights to land.  A large number of community members have been displaced due to forced evictions without alternative settlement plans. Where re-settlement has been planned, a majority of those genuinely affected have not benefited.  Population pressure has also been found to be the biggest factor affecting land use especially in forested areas.  The need for privatization of land rights and the erosion of traditional methods of management have been found to affect the conservation of protected areas. All these have affected and impacted upon the country’s forestry resources in a special way and hindered the development of management approaches which are aimed at sustaining the protective and productive functions of the nation’s forestry resources.
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