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CHAPTER I 

Introduction 

An appropriate point of beginning for this study might be to 

recall the story of Procrustes, the character in Greek mythology 

who was said to have thrust his victims into an iron bed to which 

he forced eaeh to fit: Should any victims be found too long for 

the bed he cut them off; any too short he stretched out. In this 

and other respects he attempted to make hum.an beings conform to pre-

conceived standards without regard to the painful consequences of 

such conformity. 

Because in undertaking this study it was perceived that the 

schools had enrolled certain boys and girls who did not fit into 

established patterns, the thought arose that perhaps those patterns 

may have been too rigid, that in a sense the schools' attempts to 

make the children conform. had been somewhat Procrustean in nature. 

Was it that these children had not been properly guided? Or, had 

they been marked by circumstances beyond the schools' control, so 

that little or nothing could be done to make them. other than misfits 

in the school and elsewhere? Might something have been done to help 

those disrupters of the life of classrooms, playgrounds, and passage 

ways to learn ways of behaving that would lead to something better 

than unemployment, delinquency, and crime? 

Such reflection led to making an intensive study of a group of 

youths, including both boys and girls, who were enrolled in the 
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WilliaaFleming High School. In COlllllOll with other auch aohool1 it 

bad among its pupils acme who bad acquired reputations &e trouble 

:ma.leers and worse. If' these young people nre to H helped by the 

school, it seemed necessary, first, to have &a oomplete inf'ormation 

regarding them as could be obtained; second, to ue such im'or-.tiea, 

i.f' possible, 1• iclentity-in.g the toroea tllat bad led to their 

ala.djustants; and, third, to discover •ys of helping them overoom1 

their 4ifficulties. It was felt tllat such an endeavor might nO't 

only be cf service to pupil• and teachers ot William Fleming High 

School, but also to others in the broad field ot edQo&tion; that the 

techniques used and the auccesa or failure that might atten4 their 

use might tind application in situations elsewhere. Thus, tb.e 

purpose ot the study wa.a conceived as a search tor poaaible •Y• ot 

helping some young people who appearn to be greatly in need. ot help. 

!bat purpose iiaplied the problea ot the s'tudys to eet up a 

procedure for studying the oases et eocial and persom.l cOJ1fliet, 

aa obserTed in an American secondary school, one promi.aing ot 

aolutiom tor the difficulties inTolved. 

Aooordingly, tne first step taken •• to adopt a liat et titty 

eebavior probleJDB reported by Wickman, 1 11bioh are included in thie 

l. E. loeker Wickmn, Children'• Beba.vior and Teachers• Attitudee, 
PP• 124-125. -
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writing as Appendix A. This list shows the ratings giwn 

to :r.t.fty types ot behavior problems both 'by teachers and 

by mental hy'gienists. It was publislled with a view of 

showing the contrasts between the tvo sets or ratings where 

in traits or great concern to the teachers appeared to be 

ot minor concern to the J:vgieniats., and na .!HU• It vas 

submitted, during the school term ot 1948-1949, to all 

teachers at William Fleming High School with the tollowing 

request: 

Please study the attached list or behador prelil.em&i 
and then record. under each the names of children who 
tend to behave in the manner indioated. 

In response to this requeat; sixteen ot the twenty-one 

members of the faculty listed 112 pupils in their respective 

classes vho, in their e~timation, m:1gJrl; be eouidered. as 

having one or more or the traits listed by Wickman. In 

A.ppelldixC a letter symbol.bas been assipd to each c£ 

these :pupils opposite which appears numbers to indicate. the 

apecific traits attributied to each by the teaehers. For 
, " 

obvious reasons, this writing contains no key to the indentity 

of the pupils. Since the numbers used to indicate behador 

problems correspon~ to Wickman' s Series, as shown in Appendix 

A, that list furnishes a key to the problems shown 'by nwaber 

in Appendix C. 
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When the investigation had progressed to the point of inter-

viewing the subjects chosen for intensive study, it was found that 

some could not be reached for various reasons, chiefly on account 

of transportation difficulties. Thus, the number of those to be 

interviewed was somewhat arbitrarily reduced to twenty-two. 

In Appendix C these are distinguished from the fifty subjects 

originally selected by the pseudonyms used in this writing, correspond-

ing to those appearing in Chapter 111, The Investigation of Problem 

~-
When enough data had been collected to give a reasonably com-

plete description of each subject, summaries were made which will 

appear later in this writing. Each summary in turn was followed by 

an interpretation of the data,. 

When studies had been made of the individual eases, they were 

examined in order to see if there were traits sommon to all subjects. 

This was done in the hope that ways oould be found to lessen the 

impact of destructive forces on children unable to cope with such 

adversities; to point the way to a more equable balance between 

school and out-of-school conditions; and to promote greater security, 

happiness and health for some American youths. 



CBAPrER II 

Description of the 'William Fleming High School 

Beoause this atucly bad its setting in. the William Fleming High 

School it seeMcl appropriate to deaeribe tbat aobool, henoe thia 

chapter deals _with its tee.ching start, its physical pl&nt, eurrioulwn, 

and the oomnmnity it aerved. 

The school edifices, two ia :awaber, nre in what Md been tor•rly 

a part of Roanoke Count1 adjacent to the Cit7 of Roanoke. It -.a then 

one of three high aohoola operated by tbat County. However, it waa 

inoludecJ. in certain territeriea annexed by the City in 1948. Dlll"ing 

the time of thia investigation (19'9} the aohool waa operated by the 

Vounty wt ita coats wre borne by the City. 

The oirowutanoea ooncernecJ. with the tr&DSter ti-om. Coum7 t• 

City ga.Te olu.ea to the at.re of the f'OMUnity it aerwd. Thi• 

looalit1" waa in fa.ct an integral part ot the City-'• lite. Tb.rough 

it ra.n Williamson Road, a. section ot one of the •in highway-• of 

the State ot Virginia, connecting io&noke with Staunton &M tbe 

cities ot the Shenandoah Valley to the nonh. 

Williamson Road •• lined pri:aoipa.lly- 'by the ••11 'buaineaa 

structures and homes catering to toviata usually to,md bordering 

the approaches to .Aaerican oitiea. .A.mong them wre an increasing 

number ot larger establiabmenta indieative of the City's expansion 

northward. Dwelling houses ha.d been erected on the land at small 

diataneea trOJ1. the Road, at either hand. Beyond them lay farm and 

pasture lands. 



6 

Kost of the tamili•• living ill this aeotion belonged to •diwa-

inoom9 groups. Jilall1' were supported by employm.ent in the textile 

mills, rail•y- shop1, and other induettiea in Roanoke. Tller• were 

no Negroes li'Ying in this immdiate vioinity. 

The school itself was housed in two mildillga. Both buildi11ga 

were ot permu.ent eonatruetion. the •in lMilding ot l,riek &Bel the 

auxiliary- building ot bl"iok and eb.der block. Both appear to b&w 

been wry- well kept, avrowa.ded u they nre by lawns and abn.'bbery-. 

The)- •r• adjoined bJ a ligated football field. 

There were sixteen reoam in the •ia lNilding, inolu41ng an 

auditeriwa whiob. was uaed a.a a gymnaaiua, and a library. The 

adjoining 'building contained the shop, oateteria11 maic reoa and 

two classroom.s. 

Before the bw.lding of William Flftdng High Sohoel, pupils 

li'Ying in the WilU.&lllBOD. Road area attended T&riou achoola, some 

at Vinton. ethers at .A.ndrew Lewis High School at Sal••, and still 

others at Jetteraon Senior High School in the City ot lic,anm. 

Transportation to other county schools and tuition charges oolleoted 

by the City- mde the coat ct suoh attendance burdeuome to parents. 

Hence. after repeated requests, the Roanoke County Board ot Education 

decided to erect a high school 1n this oamm»n1ty. On April 22, 1932, 

the board secured a tract ot seven acrea ot land loeated at the 
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corner ot Marshall Street and Williauon lloa.d trn. Bhutr K. ll1D1ng•r 

tor l?,000 as a aite tor the uw aohool. 1 

The following cl&ta oonoerning the 'begimd.JJga of the aob.ool •r• 

auppliecl by ita tirat prinoipal2s 
By September, 193$, a building of mo4ern fireproof J1&terials 

was oompleted, oontaild.Dg eight olaaaroG111S, a gJD&Sima, ancl an 

auditoriwa. :ror the opening aeaaion the high aeheol atatt 

of a priaoip&l and. tiff teaohera • .&.t the begimdng, tae onq work 

provicled •• in. the eighth, Id.nth, aa4 tenth years. Later, tbe 

aeTenth grade ot nearby Oakland. Sohool, ••• to orowdecl oonditicm.s 

there, •• removed to William. Flelli:ag. During the 1933-19K ••••ion 

the enrollMnt of high aobool students •• 152, ooouwing tov ot 

the eight rooma prmd.ed. 

The ourrioulua ottering tor the 1933•1984 aeaaicm illoludecls 

three y-eara ot .Inglish, three years ot •the-.tiH (geural 

athe•tioa, algebra, &D4 plane geGMtry), t1IO yeara ot aoience 

(general aoienoe a.Dd biology), three yeara of hiatory am em year 

ot Latin or J'renoh. Jll\yaioal ed:aeation •• requ.irecl ot all papila_. 

During the first rear there •• •• senior year. The senior 

students living near J,ndrew Lewie, William Byrd and S.Dior 

l. Annie B. StittJ JNuoation !!. Roanoke Countz:, 19'2, pp. 112-118; 
also Roanoke County .R!d 12.!t. llo. 211_ p. 65. 

2. R. Douglas liainger, at the ti• ot this writing Superintendent, 
Roanoke Couat7 Schools. 
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High Schools respectively attended those school• and were graduated 

at the end of tb&t year. 

From the first, oonaiderable interest was given to athletic 

eontesta with teaJIS representing the other County high schools. 

For the second session, 1934-193~, the faculty was inorea1ea 

to seven in order to provide tor the increased enrollment of 236. 

The senior year of school waa added at that tiae. Thu•, another 

year of E11glish, public speaking, advanced algebra, a?Mi Allerioan 

governaent were added to the ovrioulum. During the aesaion ot 

1934-1936 the school was given accreditation by the state authorities. 

During the thira year ot operation, 1935-1936, the faculty 

numbered ten aembera. Business arithmetic and solid geoaetr.r were 

added to the curriculum; alao two non-credit courses, choral maaic 

and music appreciation. A. trained, full-time librarian,..., added 

to the natf. 

In 1936-1937 tour more teachers were added to the staff of 

teachers, since the enrollment ha.cl increased to 299. During that 

session was added a department offering the oommsreial aubjeeta et 

typing, ahortband, and bookkeeping. To the soienoe ourrioulum 

were added pb.ysica and hoa economics; trigon0lll8try, as a atheatioa 

electii,e: and a course in interna.tio11&l relationa as a part of the 

social science otterings. 

During the session ot 1937-1938 tkere •• an enrollment ot 

350 pupils. Thus three more teachers were needed, maji.ng a total 



9 

of eeventeen teaohere. At that time the oour••• in boa eocmOllioa 

and 0C11111Srcial eubjeota were extended to two 79ara. BaDll 

inetruotion, tor which no oredit •• given, am a surrey ooar•• in 

senior eoienoe wre added. 

1'be grounds were enlarged in 1938 by' the puroha.sel ot two u.d 

sewn tentbs acres ot land adjoining the original property. Two 

thousand seven mmdred dollars wu paid tor that addition ot l&Dd. 

lxtra rooma were added to the aeh.ool at tbat tiM wbieh clou'bled the 

number ot olaaarooa. .llao a abop ns 'built for inatnotion in 

industrial arta. Busineaa English and eoonmics were added to tbe 

ourrioulua. 

In 1939-1940 the aohool •• -.de a tiYe-year high school and 

general eh.op work waa added. 

Instruotie in Bible, Old Teet&lllltnt Literature,•• added to 

the course ot etud7 in 19'0-1941~ along with an additional aooial 

aoie:a.oe oourae, ad-,amed general •theatio1 a:acl adT&noecl general 

eoienoe. 

From 1940 to 19'9, the time ot this writing, tile eohoollacl 

continued. grning in eise, 10 that it bad came to number tweat7-two 

teachers, including the prinoipal, ancl aaa 600 The 

3. Roanoke County Book, liWlber 239, p. &2. 
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curriculum. had changed bu.t little sinoe 1940. It1 place 1n the 

ooJIIJDWUty had became establiahed as a oenter of •onmnit:y 

cooperation and. as an agency serving young people both in and out 

of school. 

An indication ot th• ef'teotiTeness •of the aehool w.a found in 

data respecting attenanoe, tailarea,and tendency to complete its 

-varioua ourrioulums. Accordingly, Table I •• prepared ahm.ng 

annually the proportions ot pupils attending 1ohool, ot those 

leaving school before completing their work, and ot pupils tailing 

courses; also giving the DWBbers ot graduates. 

A.a a result ot increased enrollment and expaacled offerings, the 

builclinga bad beoo• inadequate, eapeciall7 1n reapeO't ot tne 

classrooms, study ball, and cafeteria. Despite ita w.at of apa.oe, 

the school was ae•n to be carrying OD. a aOlll.81m&t extemsiTe prograa 

of' activities, in addition to its work in tbe aubjeota named earlier 

in this chapter. 'l'he>se activities included the following cl•'bs and 

organizations: Senior Masque Club, Junior 1faaque Club, National 

Thespians, Literary Club, Senior Beta Club, Junior Beta Club, 

Senior Y-Teens, Junior Y-Teena, Senior Science Club, Junior Soieue .... 

Club, Senior Glee Club, Junior Glee Club, Student Cooperative 

Asaooiation, Hi-Y Club, Library- Club, Future Homealcers ot A1118rioa, 

Art Club, Band and Camera Club. It also sponsored the publication. 

ot !!!!_ Flemi11g Flash, a. weekly newspaper. 
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1'.lBI.B I• 

PER CD'l'S SROWIJI¾ .Al01UU, J.ffDJWICB. EARLY !BRJIID.TIOlf• 

AND FA.IWRBS J ALSO lltJMBERS OF GRAl)UA.TES 

Tear Pttr oent ot Per oent ot Per cent ot Jfubera et 
Attenclanee Drepe Failures Gra4uates 

1933-34 94.46 lS.48 8.28 () 

M•i5 9$.61 11., 14.00 19 

16-36 94.14 9.6 10.12 11 

36-31 95.14 8.15 li.52 IT 

IT-38 9'.11 s.'8 11.49 61 

38-$9 es.as 11.25 1, •• 56 

19-40 95.2 . 8.16 12.43 67 

~l 9'.11 12.21 11.91 80 

41-42 94.49 14.8 9.16 11, 

4:2-43 9'.16 15.2S 9.91 ,., 
43-44 95.lT 10.02 10.0fi 56 

44-45 95.16 5.9 12.34 99 

45-46 Ni.60 8.98 '1.44 .,., 
46-47 96.0l 7.64 8.61 82 

47-48 95.73 6.36 8.ST 112 
48-49 95.39 8.58 11.00 92 

• Data taken trom the· aokool' a timl annual report• to the Su~intendent 
ot Roanoke County Sohoole. 
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During 1948-1949 session, a1 in prev.toua yeara, ita program ot 

organized includ-4 football, 'basketball and baaeball. !boa• 

sports gave occasion tor the organisation of ftl"sity and junior 

oheerleading squads. 

Reference bad been made previously to tbe \IDC)aanged nature ot 

the curriculum and organisation ot the aohool during the 7eara 

aucoeading 1940 after the ourrioulwn bad been extended to include 

the twl.tth grade, aking th• school• s organisation that ot a 

five•7ear high aohool. 

Before their arrival, eighth grade pupils were tested ill the 

elementary schools trca which the7 were being proaoted am their 

teat results, along with other pertinent in.tor•tion, 1Rtre sent to 

the high sohoel during the preceding au111111.er. Such records were 

used aa a be.sis tor giving guidanee to the new entrants, for plaoiDg 

them in suitable oouraea. In this oonneotion, oo:naidarable attort 

was ma.de to cause the tra.naition to high school to be aa easy ancl 

pleasant as possible, by various social and other attentions. Steps 

were taken to enable the new pupils to beoome acquainted. With the 

older students and members ot the .t'aoulty-. 

At the time ot this inTestigation the org&ldu.tion ot the aehoel 

included a aeries ot home rooms which served both administrative 

and guidance purpoaea. Among the duties ot home room teachers ftre 

those of helping students to become adjusted to high aohool and te 
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explain to tha the-pregram vt ·tile- a'Ohool. 1fGll8··roa .. perio4• -were 

thirteen minutes in length. During that ti• th• roll•• oalled, 

special annOWJ.oe•nta wre made, and aohool problau dieousaed. 

hong other atters to whioh tlle attention ot papi la •• 

directed wre the three types o:t diploaa o:ttered. At the begi:aning 

ot his high 1obool career each pupil•• urged to oouult with hi• 

parents and decide towarcl wbioh dipl--. he wiahecl to work, nether 

aca.dend.o, oomm.eroial or general. 

Baoh spring, about aix neka Detore the •• ot aohool, it waa 

the duty- ot the ham8--rocm t•eher to •J• a ••heclule oard tw eYery-

pupil in ber roa. Thia eard •• deaignecl to aerff aa a pide tw 

the pupil through the ensuing 79ar. Sohola.etio ability, indiTiclaal 

intereata, and perso:aality trd.'lia wre atadied DY' the teaoher aacl 

pupils. !hen hia aohedule •• pla.nned after cliacuaa1cm with ea.oh 

pupil and hia pa.rents. 

At the lilegiJming ot the 19'8-19'9 ••••ion, 'the eighth grade 

consisted ot 155 •abers. Four n• pupils wre added iving the 

year. Thirteen clroppecl out ot aohool. '?heir reasons tor dropping 

wrea tive tor laek ot interest; 1m.e en aooout ot aiolaleaa; a1x 

because ot marl.ng away; alld one as a result ot cliaoiplinary- aotion. 

Only one person ia the greup whe lett beoaua e et la.ot at 

interest was sixteen y-eara ot age at the atart ot aohool. The other• 

ba.d lett school aa soon as thq had reaot.4 their aixteenth birthday-a. 
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l)iatribution ot •ohool arks giTen in eighth grade tor the tall 

term of 1948-1949 was a• tollana "A'•" (9$-100), *•" per oent1 

"B'•" (88-94), lT.6 per oent; •c-•a" (81-ff}, 29.T per oent1 "D'•" 
- . ' 

(75-80), 30.2 per oent, ••••• (6S-T4), .l per ••nt1 and.,,,• 
(below 65), 17.? per een.t. 

During the 7ear 1941-1949 lJoth a07a and girls engaged 1• 

oalisthenioa, games, aDll aporta ill pb¥aioal •dueatic.m •la••••• 
Interest in physioal aotiTiti•• appeared to N k-.; aq youagatera 

pa.rtio1pate cl 1a extra-ovrioular aotiTities apcmaored by th• 

PltJsioal ld.uoation Department. 

Cuato-.rily, girl.a' b&aketball began ••h y-ear wita an intra• 

111U"&l program iRTolving repreeeatativea ot all the girl•' olass••• 

In 19'8-19'9 acae '15 girl• partioipa.ted. ilao, an intra-mu-al 

program ot girl.a' softball •• oarr1ed GUt dving tbat 70ar inwlTing 

about the nwaber of girls u intra-am-al basketball. 

Jlay ~, aponaorecl 1,,y the Pb1Bi•al Bc!uoatioa J>epartm.ent uul the 

Y•'feens, inoluded a hundred danoera, all trom the Phyaioal Bdaoatlon 

classes. V&Jt1' othera worked OD stage aettinga, eostU1111, meio &Jld 

iDCidenta.ls tor that oooaaion. 

During tb.e 7ear, about 125 bot• participated b. football, 

playing on one team or another. ArOIID.Cl 100 etb.er 1u,7a took part 1n 

aom -..y, inoluding iateraobolaatio oaapetitiona. 

All gy:am&dwa ola.asea engaged in playing Telle7 'ball, horse 

ahoea, and aottbe.11 in. &ddition to baa:tet'ball. Ia all pb¥11oal 



activities an effort was made to include every child in school in 

both organized games and free play. 

At the time of this writing, dramatics at William neming High 

School was being carried on by three organizations: the Senior .Masque 

Club composed of Juniors and Seniors; the Junior Masque Club 

made up of :Eighth, Ninth and Tenth Graders; and Troupe 570 of the 

Thespian Society, whose membership was composed of pupils in the 

Junior and Senior Classes who had earned certain points through 

participation in dramatic activities. 

The first major dramatic production of the 1948-1949 season 

was, •Meet Me In St. Louis,• a three act play with music. Fi:f'ty-fiTe 

pupils bad parts in the play, chorus, ud between. act n~bers. 

Thirty-three served as members of production crews. 

Four full dramatic presentations of one-act plays were made 

at assemblies of the student body during the year: "Su.re as You're 

Born,• "The Bathroom Door," "Submerged,• an4 •A Message from Khufu.• 

The last named play was entered competitively in the 1948-1949 

district and state one aet play festivals. For the seventh 

consecutive year, Fleming's entry won first place in its district. 

In the state festival at the University of Virginia a distinguished 

first award was won. Seventy-six pupils participated as actors and 

stage operators in one act plays. 

Mention has been made heretofore of certain provisions for 

guidance made in connection with the Eighth Grade and home room 



li 

organizations. In addition, group guidance was being done through 

assembly programs, motion pictures, lectures on sex. relations, and 

rallies preceding athletic contests. Both mental and achievement 

tests were given to all children. The seniors were given aptitude 

tests and other tests, the results of which were used in guiding 

them. respecting choices of college work and vocations. 

Individual counselling was not given to every pupil, mainly 

because of lack of facilities. However, attention was given to certain 

eases involving problems considered especially serious. Thus, 

two boys and two girls received psychiatric attention which appeared 

to yield good results. Seventeen other pupils were given counsel 

at frequent intervals. 

During the session of 1948-1949 there were four mu.sic classes 

daily, and one band class. ill the music classes dealt with choral 

work, giving instruction in sight reading, and all fundamentals of 

singing. Some ti.me was given to increasing music appreciation by 

playing records and consulting written matter. 

The band organization tried a new approach during the 1948-1949 

session: Children from the grade school were brought in and were 

placed alongside the high school band members in an effort to train new 

members for the organization. 

William Fleming seemed to serve as a community center. The 

school plant was rarely idle. In addition to serving as a school, 
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it houaed a nffly orgaaiaecl ohm-oh group. The Ci'ri.o League •t in 

the sehool once eaeh Mmh. The Jlaaou •r• hol4i.Dg their •niDga 

in a room 1a the eeheol a\ the ti.DIii ot tai• writing •• they- bacl 4ee 

tor three yeara. The gyuaaiua •• lM:ing a1ecl by the Ci-;y Reoreaticm 

DepartDIIBnt in pr•otiDg b&altet'ball In 19'8, the Liou aelcl 

their annual llinatrel program in tu auitoriua. 

The aohool•• &Hffi&tion with the looal pr••· -· ac,f;ecl ill 

ocmn.ection with this nUJ• William. Fleming 'bad reoeiw4 eoui4erabl• 

publioi ty thragh zwwapaper artiol•• and pio1nrea 1:n. tae c1ail.J ana, 

aa wll aa the Sunday ecliticma. 

was located, oouiderable reaent•n agai•' auezation nail 4evelope4. 

Frffholdera ••--cl te tear the inoreaaecl taxa,ion whieh Jd.gbt result, 

taon.4 ieaue to raise aomy for the npauion alld i:mprow:ment ot 

aohoola. In order to enlighten pal>lio opiDioa on iaaaea iDTolTed, 

particularly thoae respecting need• fer aohool ti.nanoe, aehool 

peraonnel,&nd patrcms aetiTely participated in 41aouaaiona held at 

the school ancl eleewnere. 

bad. oontri'butea t211.oo tftU'cl pvohaaing blaekout eurtaiu tor lllftioa 

picture progra• and other uaea, &ad $45.00 tor painting the stage an4 

auditorium. lfembere ot thia organiaation prepared, an4 

the tootllall banquet. 
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A feature ot the sohool which seemed significant to the stuq 

was the Student Cooperative Aaaoeiation, oompoeed ot all pupil• ot 

the high school. Custoa.rily its oftieers were elected by popular 

Tote after baTing been nominated b7 a eou.noil composed ot 

representatives from each h01118 room. Considerable campaigning•• 

carried on directly by -.nagera who presented their nominees to the 

assembled pupil• prior to tile electiona. Government oluaes b&d 

obarge of voti:Dg, and in so doing tollond the plan used in state au 
national elections. The activities of the .A.asooiatia ineluded 

preparation of the student handbook:, participation in receiving new 

pupils, conducting oampaigu to raise money tor various worthy 

causes, sponaoring dances and parties, providing a reoeptioldst 

tor the school and promoting T&rioua welfare actiTitie• such aa 

Christ•• baskets for the :a.eed7. Th• presidem; of thia bocly' ns a 

•Jll.ber ot the Permanent Youth Commiaaion appointed by the Ro&noke 

City Council. 

The representatin OO\lD.cil to whioh reference baa been •d• 

included presidents of claaaea, e4itora et publieationa, and club 

preddenta. It •t J110nthly for busineu and round-table 4iseusaions 

of school problems. Ita president presided ever one asaembly- eaoh aontb. 

Since the organisation et the Y-Teena, eaoh girl in William. Fleming 

High School bad bad the opportmdty ot joining that ~•1, thus beo01ling 

a junior •aber ot the Y. lf. c. A. Two oluba were ineluded in the 

Y-Teenaa the Junior Club oonai1ting ot 8th, 9th, 10th grade pupils 
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and the Senior Club consisting of 11th and 12th grade pupils. Its 

total membership during 1949-1949 was 275. Activities undertaken by 

the organization in 1948-1949 included: A Kether-Daugater banquet, 

a Dad-Daughter Dinner, a Reception, a Fashion and talent shew, a 

so-called. Recognition Service, a Christmas pageant, various parties, 

and a May Day Celebration in which more than 150 students participated. 

The clubs within the Y-Teens cooperated with the l•cal Y. W. c. A. in 

such affairs as bazaars and dances. They entered. into certain joint. 

social welfare projects, such as the contribution of baskets of f.od 

and clothing to needy families. 

* * * * * * * 
In this chapter an encleaver has been made to describe Yilli.aa 

Fleming High School, its physical plant, faculty, curiculum, growt.h, 

extra-curricular activities, special program tor the Eighth Grade, 

home rooms, athletics and physical education, clramatics, ausic, 

guidance program, connections with the local press and other public 

relations, parent-teacher association, Student Cooperative Assoeiatien, 

and Y-Teens. Thus, it appeared that. the school had a meaningful and 

valuable pregram. or secondary education designed to tit each student 

for living an efficient and happy lite in the eOJDlUldty. 



CHAPTER tlI 

fba I:rrveatigation ot Pro•l•a Caeea 

The f'inding• reaulting trom. the atuq ot ll'illiaa Fleming Riga 

Sobool, detail• of wbioh were ginn in tb8 preceding ehapter, 

were not e,aob as to support the 11.oticm that the Sobool •• rigid 

or Prooruatean in nature. On the oontraey, :i.ta eurrioulua otteringa 

were broad, cert&inl7 tor that perio4 in Virg1nia Seoondaey 

education wbiob was included in. this atudy. In that reapeot it did 

not appear that ohildrea 118re being toreecl in.to aoae auoh ul4 ae 

tb.a.t ot college prepara:bicm; rattler it was niden.t that 1ib.ey might 

select troa a. range ot oeuraes inol11ding aoadellio, general, Gil" 

o Ollllllltroial. 

Likewise, no illpreaaion •• ereated \hat oer1.aia fixed -,a 

ot li»eb.a"f'iag were 'being ar'bitrariq imposed upon thea; rather the 

controls tor their ••ha:'f'ior wre largel7 results ot deoiaiona 

which they or their repreaentatiwa bad partieipa.tea in ald.ng. 

Aoquaimanoe with the sohool 4urillg this study engendered. the 

feeling that Fleming!& pupils were happy, well-ad.justea ,._rican 

youth who were interested in their work, reasonably oonaiderate of 

their teacher• and of each other, am pr0'1d ot their aoheol. Yet, 

aaong th.em were certain ind.in.duals whose preaenee ia -.riou 

groups ••e•4 detri.Mntal to reoognised aebool purpoaea, and evea 

at time objeotionable to teacher• aD.d te ether pupila. •Trou'bleaker," 
-

"blaok 1heep,• •rascal," "oheater,• "disrupter,• •griper," and the 
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like were terms used by pupils and even teachera in referring to 

them. From professional standpoints any of the• appeared to be 

maladjusted, disturbed, unhappy, perhaps neurotio persona whose 

patterns of living were becoming worse instead of better, despite 

the advantages offered by the school. 

What lacks or causes had made the oontre.at between these children 

and the seemingly well-adjusted, cheerful, courteous, purposeful 

youngsters who in the ain conatituted the student bodyf 

'fhis question led to an effort, first, to id.amity SOiie ot the 

most outst&nding of those who tor convenience were referred to as 

proble• •hildrenJ second, to gather detailed intormation about nch 

of them as inclividu.l ouea; and, third, to perceive ways ot solving 

some of their problems. The ensuing pages of this chapter give 

the results ot applying this procedure to twenty-two auoh casea; 

nineteen boys and three girls. For obvious reasons, paeudony:ru are 

used tor each. 
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Andy 

Andy was born NoTember 28, l 931, at Roanoke, Virginia, ot 

Italian parentage. Beth parents had been born abroad and had 

emigrated to the United States prior to their marriage. He had one 

sister three years younger than lte. His father was •pleyed. as a 

machinist in the railway shops in Roanoke. At the tille et this 

writing the family seemed to be in comfortable financial circwutuces 

and owned their residence. Both parents were bilim.gual, but the 

children spoke only English. Apparently- the family- was able to 

afford. all the uaul modern conveniences, but did net give 

evidence of having any books in the hom.e. All were members et the 

Roman Church. 

And.7 was of medium height with black hair and eyes and a dark 

olive complexion. He expressed fondness tor beth classical and. 

popular music, but did not play &lQ'" musical instrwunt. He 

indicated an interest in sports and mechanics and declared himself 

especially fond of driTing at high speeds. He had no active interest 

in any hobby, but seemed strongly- attached. to his dog. His relation 

with his parents was not close and he sought com.panionship largely-

outside the family. His health appeared· good. save tor defective 

eyesight requiring the use ot glasses, which he owned but seldom used. 

He was attending summer school during 1949 to make up a class 

failure, but he expressed no interest ill going on to college. 



.. Apparently he was willing to follow his father I s line of work, although 

he was obviously more interested in the money to be earned than in 

the skills which the job required. 

The results from six standard tests indicated that his was about 

average ability and average achievement in general school subjects, 

but his school record was somewhat below the median for his grade. 

In elementary school his average of marks was nc,• an average which 

dropped during his Freshman year in high school to "l).• nu.ring the 

1948-1949 session he was implicated in, though not convicted of, a 

rather serious piece of vandalism committed on the property of the 

school which was charged to a group 0f boys with whom he was 

constantly associated. 

In response to a request at the efld of the session, his teachers 

made the following remarks: 

An interesting boy who needs help. A good mind. Too 
noisy. Nervous. 

I like Andy, but he can be a trial at times. He has 
worked fairly well, has tried to get his work all irlJ 
honest. He wants to do well. Tries to cover inferiority 
by loud talk. Has made great improvement J likes tc show off. 

Surrounding associates :influence him a lotJ talkative; has 
more ability in class than is shown. 

Doesn't know how to fit into school life. Feels left out. 
Loud at times. 

His temper and actions were such that to me he is repulsive. 

He is easily influenced into good or bad. 

His appearance is no asset. 



A rating sheet prepared by his teacher when he was in the Eighth 

, Grade contained the following notations: 

Ability to aet as a leader: poor; !eceptanee of Responsi-
bility: poor; Attendance: fair; Attitude to criticism: 
poor; Background-home: questionable; Background-school: 
poor; Behavior in cafeteria: fair; Care of school property: 
poor; Conduct in assembly and public programs: very loud; 
Conduct in halls: fair; Cooperation in general: fair; 
Dependability: fair; Honesty: good; Initiative: poor; 
Manners: fair; Personal appearance, cleanliness: fair; 
Use of time: wastes time. 

Judging from the results of standard tests and from personal 

observation, it appeared that Andy was norm.al in intelligence. 

Apparently his maladjustment arose from unfavorable environmental 

influences. His parents gave him little encouragement in his school 

activities. His associates of his own age exerted an unfortunate 

influence upon his attitude toward and behavior in school. 

His refusal to wear glasses, a rather common reaction among his 

age group, constituted a handicap in his studies. The taet that 

much of the conversation in the home was carried on in a language 

whieh he could not understand might have been some basis for his 

laek of congeniality with his parents. 

Andy appeared to need a mature confidant. His energy required 

direction into more worthwhile pursuits wherein he might form new 

friendships and discover higher standards of satisfying behavior. 

At school, it seemed that he needed special counselling and guidance. 

Above all, it was evident that Andy needed something to offset lacks 

he encountered in his home. 
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Ben had black hair and eyes, he was six feet, one inch tall 

and weighed 164 pounds. He was born of native Americu. parents, 

in Roanoke, Virginia, on February 1, 1932. He lived with his father, 

mother, and twenty-one-year-old brother. His ta.ther•s occupation 

was that of jeweler; his mother's that of homemaker who worked 

pa.rt-time as a saleswoman in a dress shop. The entire family 

attended the Baptist church. Apparently everyone in his family 

was in good health. Their home was a granite block structure such 

as would ordinarily house a family of medium income. 

Ben was working (luring part of the summer ef 1949. When.ever 

pessible, outside of working hours he seemed to spend his time with 

a questionable group of associates. He played the baritene horn in 

the high school band and seemed interested in music. His other 

hebbies he reported as aecha.nics, hunting, fishing, playing cards, 

engaging in sports., reading, and cooking. He was a basketball 

player of SOile ability as was attested by sports awards from high 

schools in Florida and Virginia. 

Ben had travelled rather extensively., and ha.d lived in a. number 

of places. Thus, he had changed schools three times since entering 

high school, due to his having been a mobile family. Each change in 

school seems to have necessitated considerable adjustment on his part. 

During the 1948-1949 session his scholastic average was that of 

"C" (81 to 87). His intelligence appeared to be average aceerding to 
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standardized tests. His plans tor the future seem to have been 

to beoome a watch maker and repa.1rer. He hoped to attend a 

vocational school to accomplish that goal. 

Ben's teachers made the following remarb concerning his traits: 

Whines. Resents discipline. Ai-gues over grades. Bas 
a good mind, but is a very discourteous person. A 
trial in class. Noisy. 

Started out fine, but soon became friends with Ralph 
and Bill and then he was just as noisy. Ben does 
good work with little effort. 

Good worker, does above average work in geometry, 
dependable, very quiet, but stubborn. 

Lazy, dishonest, deceittul, sullen, resents discipline. 
Quick mind, but never used. 

Ugh! 

lazy; no ambitions bad habits. 

Because he was a recent entrant in William Fleming High School, 

his record there did not contain the usual rating sheet. 

Since both of Ben's pa.rents were working, it appeared that they 

bad little time for counselling him. There were days when he found 

more interesting things to do than go to school, after they had 

left for work. When he was questioned in regard to his absences 

by school authorities, his answers were not found 1:1:o be truthful. 

Ben seemed to need counselling both at home and at school. He 

needed to become more settled to help him become better adjusted in 

school. Perhaps if his mother had devoted all her time to his home, 
life there might have been more interesting and his bad associates 

might not have had such appeal for him. A. recreational center with 
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proper auperTiaion might well have served to supplement hie home 

life, especially if it bad had a good prograa of sports. 

Vance 

Vance was a blonde boy ot medium height and build, twenty year a 

of age, who was born in Roanoke County, Virginia, on Jray 2"1, 1929. 

He lived on a small f'arm 1n a one-story t'ra.me home which he aha.red 

with his mother, father, aixteen-y-ear-old brother, an uncle aml an 

aunt. There were no library facilities in the hOB18. Ria father was 

employed at Roanoke, Virginia., aa an electrician. Hia mother., a 

housewife, bad been in poor health tor fifteen years. The family 

was asaociated with the Christian Church, but Vance was not a 

member. Vance was not interested in hi• hUIII or in helping his 

parents with any et the farm work. Hia mother said that he did 

not etay at home long enough to do anything. 

During the a'WIIJD8r ot 19'9 Vance was working regularly at a 

bakery. He had a job there on Saturdays and atter school during the 

winter. He indicated he wanted to ch&nge bis job for a better one 

if he could find another one. He plans to continue working iutead 

of going to college. 

The only honor or award Vance bad received was a letter in 

football. The trips he teolc with the football team to Riobmond., 

Radtord, and other places in Virginia nre the only places to 

whioh he bad travelled. 
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In muaie class, during 19'8-19'9, Vanoe organised a group to 

keep quiet it he raised hi• b&.u4 tor them to do so. The teaoher 

•• new and ywng and•• unable to oope with tu aitua'tion without 

as1i1tanoe troa the priMipal. 

Va.no• liked msio, drawi11g, Mobllaioa, and football. 

Aooordi11g to eight standardized antal and aehievement teats 

Vance was 111tll below average in i:rd;elligenoe and soholastio attain.-

11111nt. Intelligenoe quotients b&d been recorded for him f'r• '11 to 

79. When he was in elementary school, bia grades anraged "Q. • In 

high aohool his grades were extremely low, •DT ot them f'ailing 

narks. During the spring ot 1949, he 111tnt threugh graduation ceremony, 

but did not actually receive a diploma.. Re still )lad to earn credit 

in two subjects by repeating them. 

Vane•'• teacher• -.de the following oOD11111tn.ts1 

Vance ii a sex problem, also atubb~n. He baa worked 
bard this y-ea.r il!I. order to 'be prom.otea. Ria father 
akea him obey him. and he •nts him to get an eduoatien. 
The tather eaya the mother shields Vu••• Be 9ata 
overbeaJ"ing if given tlw alighteat opportunity. 

Ugh1 

VI.nee is well-behawd 1n claaa am home roma. lie oan work 
if he will. Suffera troa a martyr oamplex. B&ay te get 
along with it he gets ltia OW!1 --,. 

V&noe oan be a problea, but oan be all right. Be baa a 
good mind and ia a leader, but :not al~s a good one. 

Well-beband, eager to plea.H. treat ancl ann.erly'. 

Not :much tb&t I can aa.y tor him. I put up with hia •ya. 
A ahow-ott and big a011th. 
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Vanoe oame into biology with his mini •de u.p that he 
oou.ld not pass. He bad dom very p~or work in general 
aoience. With this attitu.de he did not try. Very neat 
w.lth diagrams. Not a discipline problem. 

B.aa a lot of good qualities, but has kd ones that make 
his look bad at all times to some people J only a cover 
tor a bad oomplex. 

Has improved this year. Bas been a help in atage work. 
Does net like to do written work. 

Bom.e room only - not the discipline problem I expected. 
Bluffer, never works. 

Slept, copied work, read in class, argued about grades. 
N~ver worked unless :ma.de. A bad disposition. Dropped 
Bookkeeping. 

Can be nice. Has bad temper. fried to bluff. Cheats 
if he gets a chance. 

Having Vance in home room, for the time he ns in it, 
was one of the worst experiences I cam. recall in all Bf¥ 
teaching experience. The only good thing I oan say tor 
hill. ia that h• ia olea• in Aia dreaa and appearance, and 
that his attenda•o• 1a good. I underat&lld from aan.e of 
his teachers that he baa ahown acne improvement in his 
attitude and his work. There was a great deal or room 
tor both. 

In a •urvey taken during the atu.dy Vance's teaohera attributed to 

him the following charaoteristica: destnaotiw ot school property, 

impudent. rude, quarrelsoma, stubborn, domineering, avid for attention, 

cruel, defiant, and given to temper tantrwu. 

Hie rating sheet bearing an accumulation ot comments indicated: 

Attitude toward teachersa tair to good, Impudent at 
times, but usually willing to admit his mistake in this 
respeot. Has improved. Accepts correction better and 
does not argue aa much. 
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Peraonal appearance and oleanli.aeaes Tery good, generally 
neat. 
Manners, fairJ usually geod.J sometimes forgetlJ BAD. 
Initiative I poor to no initiatiTe. 
Baclcgroumls poor eooncmically and eduoatiom.lly. 
Chiet intereetas sports and girla1 movies. 
Care of school property1 poar 
Behavior in eateteriaa good to fair. 
A.tti tude to criticisa1 poor to 'flry poor. 
Conduct ill a11e:m.bly and public prograu I tair to poor. 
Conduct in balls a fair 
Cooperation in Generals poor to wry poor. 
Type ot School oiti1en1 poor 
Intended vocations undecided 
Use or timea very poor. Bard. to get his interest. Seldom. 
baa pencil and paper. 
Ability to learns poor. Low I. Q. Slew and eaaiq 
diaooura.ged.. 
Dependability• fair 
Honesty, fair. Seema to be honest. 
A.coeptanoe of fair 
Ability to act as a leaders poor to none • 
.i.ttendaace a good 
Partioipation in extra aotiYitiesa toot.Noll. Poor. 
Attitude toward claasmateaa Tery goed. ,The:, aee:m. to 
like him. Sometimes fair. 

Both teachers' observations and teats results indicated that Vance 

waa considerably below normal in intelligence. From thia oiromutanee 

seemed to ate:m. most ot hia difficulty. llia parents bad •et g~ven moh 

indication ot ability to help 111:m.. It •1 have been that, baoauae the 

school'• offering was tor children ot anrage imelligenoe.Tanoe was 

being thrust into a pattern tor which he wa.a not titted. Better 

planning ot aohool experiences might have helped hill. .lt the time 

ot this writing, he waa employed but not happy in hia work. .l 

vocational guidance counselor might haw guidecl him. imo another type 

ot work batter suited to hiia. 
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Ellen 

Ellen was born August 29, 1932, at Roe.noke, Virginia, of 

American parentage. She was the y011:ngest ohild in the family, having 

two brothers and one sister. Neither other brothers lived in the 

home. Her father wa.s employed as a b~s driver by the city; her 

mother was the home:naker and was alao quite active in the Parent-

Teacher's Association. The atmosphere ot the home could be 

described as average •. A co.DSiderable number ot books, including 

some reference works, were in evidence. The family were members 

of the Presbyterian Church. 

Ellen was of medium height with brown hair and eyes, and not 

unattractive. She expressed a liking for msic and was an active 

member other church choir. She described her hobbies as swimming, 

dancing, bowling, and attendance at motion pictures. She also 

liked to cook and kn.it. She gave evidence of sincere attachment to 

animals, especially to her cocker spaniel, Jlike. Apparently her 

health was good, though she seemed to have rua the gamut of the 

disease common to childhood. 

The results fran three standard intelligence test& would indicate 

that she wa.a somewhat, though not seriously, below nor-.1. On an Iowa 

Silent Reading Teat, her grade equivalent was 7.9 at the time when 

her actual grade was 13.2. Her 1SChool achievement record tended to 

confirm these ratings, In elementary school her average was a "C;" 

in her Freshman year in high school she made three "D's" and tailed 
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one subject, while in her Sophomore year she tailed tour ot the tiTe 

subjects she was studying. 

In response to a request at the end of the session, her teachers 

mde the following obserT&tionss 

Very forgetful. Always baa an excuse. 
Talkative and flighty. 
A ohatterboa. 
ET&sive and lack&daiaical. Talks too much and doesn't 
clo her work. 
A show-&f'f and a 'bluff. 
Big talk, small deeds. Wanta favors. 
Boy crazy. Does not resent oritioiam.. 
A nice person and a nice manner. 
Cheats. Has to be watched. Plays truant. 

If the results of standard tests be accepted as valid, it would 

appear that Ellen's naladjustment to sehool was baaed. to aome 

extent at least, upon her being unsuited to the kind of work she was 

doing in school. Her apparent inal3ility to read well would place 

her at a great disadvantage in most high school activities. There 

appeared no element in her home en"lironment to account tor her 

scholastic failure. Her 1.alkativeneas and perbaps even her cheating 

:might possibly grow out of an effort to achieve aucceaa in a 

situation which •• otherwise beyond her. Her moderate social auocess 

outside of school and her talent in the home•ldng arts suggested that 

the fault might lie in the ourrioulUlll rather tban in the girl. The 

wide w.riety manifest in her teachers' opinions was perhaps significant. 

Ellen would appear to stand in need of aympathetio and understuding 

guidance along both educational and personal Jines. 
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Wesley 

Wesley was a fourteen-year-old boy of .A.merioan parentage, 

whose f/188 a.nd hair were brown. lie was ot medima height and 

inclined to be Tery thinJ otherwise, he seemed to be a healt~ boy. 

He lived with his parerits, and two sisters, one eight years old am 

the other four years •. They lived in their own medium-sized brick 

home. Wesley bad a room of his own to atudy in, but there were 

few if any books in his home. Ria father was employ-ed by a textile 

mill in Roanoke, Virginia, and his mother wa.a a houaewif'e. They 

were associated with the Reform Px-eabyterian Church. 

All the :members of the ta.mily seemed interesteci in Dll&io. 

Wesley played in the band at school, his mother and sister played 

the piano. Their home life seemed happy. 

Wesley appeared interested in art, J180banics, farming, hunting, 

fishing, and all types of sports. 

He was an Eighth grade student during the 1948-1949 seasion. 

He did not join any clubs of the acaool. It•• noted that bis 

average 11&.a a "C" (81 to 81) in elementary school, and that his 

first year in high school he tailed four subjects during the year. 

He attended summer aohool during the summer of 1949. His •ntal and 

a.ohievement tests indicated average intelligence. Wesley told the 

investigator that be w.s not interested in any form of writing. .lt 

the time he ns not making plans to attend college. He sNmed 

interested in raising cattle and related that he W&nted to •k• 



animal husbandry his lite' s vocation. 

The comments below are some made by his teachers t 

Easily influenoed, 1-.ture, lazy, quiet. 

Too childish for high school, lazy, not dependable 
and not reliable. 

Not interested in work, not dependable, does work 
haphazardly, not conscientious, does not obey 
authority. 

Below average, Jlllltntally and otherwise. 

Weak student, childish, laz7. 

lazy; :mischievous. 

I thought I'd seen just about every sort, but Wesley 
is a new one. Lazy, untrustworthy, inaole:at, 
untruthful, weak, all to an exceptional degree rarely-
attained. In the "stinker• cl.a.as, he ia ontanding. 
P. S. If he isn't a new sort, he ia a rare intensi-
fication of all the old onea1 

Lazy. Usually quiet. Nice disposition. Doea poor 
work. 

Lazy. Doesn't try. 

Impudent, lazy; can't stand correoti.J:m. 

s:s 

In the spring a survey was :made and Wesley's teachers listed the 

following aa some ot his oharaeteriatioas impertinent, defiant, 

disobedient, laold.n.g in interest in work, unreliable, impudent, rude, 

lazy, inattentive, giTen to attracting attention, likely to indulge 

in temper tantrwu. 

Wesley's case was one involTing oonaiderable oontradiction. In 

interview hi• 111&nner was courteous and pleasing. Nothing in hi• 



brief career in school indicated extremes in any direction. Yet 

some of his teachers reported that he•• impudent and inaolentJ 

all that he was lazy. Apparemly, be had ba.d mere than the usual 

amount of trouble adjusting bimaelt to high aobool during his 

first year. Evidently his studies were not suoh aa to oatoh and 

hold his interest. Because be was the only boy and the oldest 

child in his family, he •Y haTe learnecl in that situation to 

expect more attention and deference thab. he found in high achool. 

It aeelll8d that another ;year in school might be more profitable 

if Wesley wre to join soma of the clubs aponaored b;y the aohool. 

Were one faeulty MDl.ber to be especially responaible for guidiDg 

him. into couraea better suited to b.ia, as well as helping him in 

other respects, he :might develop into a worthwhile student and 

member ot society. 

Stanley 

Stanley•• born on October 29, 1932, of a Syrian father and 

an .American mother. They wre married juat before h11 birth and 

divorced soon after. Ria father bad gone on his._,. and bad had 

considerable success in business; hia mother and Stanley bad 

remained at the home ot his maternal grandparents. Both parents 

bad ade second a.rriagesby the tiae of this inTestiga.tion. Stanley•• 

mother bad departed tor- Chica.go to 1De with her husband, let.Ting him 

in the care of her parents. 
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The h~ Stanley oocupiei with hie grandparent• -.a located cm 

a farm, a mocl••t atncture indioati'ff ot the •d:iwa-to-Jow income 

group to which they belonged. It clid. honwr, a.ttord llia a rooa 

tar study e1uipped with aome reference ateriala. 

Throughout the yeara Stanley bacl liTed ia an ataoaphere ot 

trieticn, eapeoially that betwen ai• mother and granclmother. Thia 

domestic 41acord hacl aeeJD1d to iatenaity b.11 feeling ot iuecurity 

a12d. ot not being wanted.. 

Stanley n.a a tall, thin Doy with an ol:l:n complexion and dark 

hair and eyea. Be expreHec1 tomd.neaa tor shoothg, tiahing, aw:bmaizag, 

bWlting, an4 reading •gazinea. Bia ain interest at 1.be tial ot 

this writing •• tor a girl who attended the 111lliaa Fleming Bigll 

School. She seemed devoted to Ilia, b11t lier father had retu1ed his 

permiaaion tor lwr to see him outa:ide of aohool. Suob a lituatioa 

kept Stanley 4bturbed emotionally. Daring tae winter ot lKS-19'9 

he bacl worked oa Saturd.&y1 11 when ued.ed, at a oamieaary. He aeeaa. 

loat during the tollcwing ,u..,r when ob1ened on the streets and in 

a aota. shop near the School. 

Stanley•• elementary grades bad a..-eraged a •c,• (88 to 91). Kie 

first year in high achool ba.4 bean spent at a ROJIIIIUl Catholio 

parochial aehool in cleterenoe to his tatber'• wiahea, hiaelt a Mmlter 

of the Roan Catholie Cburoh. Bia 1eoonci year had been apent in a 

publio 1ehool where hie gradH wre wll below aTttrage, 'barely paaaiDg. 
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During the 19'8.:.1949 aeeaion at Flemi?Jg, his Juni.- rear, bi• ann.g• 

ot school -.rka •• "F" (65 er belew). 

A.ooordiag to •ntal ancl achiewment teat 1ewea he 11aa ot awrage 

intellige:noe. 

On •~ oooaaiona Stanley aH:m.ed. truatn.ted and inaecmre; he ad 
clilpla;yed temper, at om time knocking over obaire i• the atuq ball. 

He bi tele talaebooda at various ti•• in ettorta to ••d• 

on the pa.rt ot teachers am others. 0J1 a report •de bf aoa ot ai1 

teachers• the tell owing aOJ11111ent• appeared a 

Could clo good wo.rlc, bwt doean't try Tery hari.. falka 
too mioh in class. J1ice-loold.:ng and & good 41apoaition. 
Very n.ioe in olaas. 

Al•Y• pleasant and polite. lliaaea too •ch ancl cloe1 
alip•ahod work when he 4oea e.ttena.. Baa matq good 
qualities that ooulc1 1M brought out. Sw.nley 
obangeable. He works tor a 11bile, then plays. Be ia 
quiet in olau. 

Poor work, otten kept out ot aohool. Victim ot home 
oontliota amt W'l&cljuat•ma. 

Stanley has not completed hb nrlt in typing. For a 
while he did nieely, then aee•d to lose interest. 

He was not interested. in bookkeeping, did not tr.,, did 
sloppy work. Weeda to be enooUJ"&ged. lJnh&ppy heme 
conditions. Dropped. Polite, likeable, oh&ngee.ble. 
Works and stops and bas to be tol4 to work. 

Doesn't apencl enough ti• in aohool. Polite, a poor 
student. 

Polite. plea.aant. mt dicl not work en.ough. IaprOYing. 

Stanley ia likeable but he ia not 1• hi• 
ettorte. At ti•• unsure ot hiuelt. 
Weeda a. helping hand. oooasioall7. 
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It appears that Stanle1 bad probl•• trcathe tiae of hia birth 

and before. Bia hae en'Viromaent •• b&d. Changing troa parochial 

achool to public aohool 'bacl uoeaaitatecl ••• bard acljwstmenta • Iii• 

part. Bis •n"Y et hie rather'• :&0J'l81' se.-d to add to hi• unbapphe••• 

He ••••d to Med the lffe ot parent• a• nll a1 empmieuhip et 

friend• aa tew lt07e e't'er needed aueh thing•• 

In an attempt to 1upply aa. ot Stanley'• laob, thl aifl et & 

yowsg mi.mater •• enliated in tb.e llope Uiat aoae gaianoe, ecapaDion-

•hip, am wholeaoae 1Btereat• might result. It appeare4 tut tur-tur 

help £or Stanley might be obtained by ba'ri.ng a taoulty •••r 1;ak• 

h.111 aa a apeoia.l protege, while in aobool. 

Carrie 

Carrie was born in Roanoke, Virginia, on January 23, 1933 ot 

Amerioan parentage. Iler tatb.er was employed a• a go,rerDMnt inapeotor 

at a goverJlm8m araenal aOM tuty ailea diat&nt. Her mother kept 

their home. Carrie, her the-year•olfl ywnger brother and parents 

liYed in a ••ll frame hmae. There were tew boolca er other eTiclenoea 

of culture 1D tlwir hoae. Carrie a room with aer m.ota.er. They 

attended th• B&pti1t ohurch. 

Carrie haa long black hair and black 91••, ud dark ccmplexie. 

She .aa ot average weight and height. She gave aa her interests 

listening to popular aaio, dati:ag bo:r•, aening llB&la and playing 

with children. 
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Her general elementary scholastic rating was "B" (68 to 94) 

average. Her mental and achievement test indicated nornal 

intelligence. Her high school work bad been very unsatisfactory. 

failing in subjects and averaging a "D" (75 to 80). She wanted to 

do secretarial work or be a nurse later in lif'e. 

Carrie had oonTUlsions during her adolescent period and has been 

under a physioia.n's care for several years. Carrie was taking pills 

to make her sleep each night. She had had tainting spells during 

her first years in high school, but at the time of this investigation 

her seizures were not as frequent as they had been. Carrie was very 

easily upset. One day in typing class she had a nervous spell; 

during a talk with the teacher about her nervousness, she stated 

that because she was repeating typing her mother felt she should 

be majing an "A" in the subject, anyhow. Ber mother was very 

ambitious that she do exceptionally ell in school. Because she 

seemed to feel that she would be ginn quite a scolding when she got 

home if her marks were low, she cried for some time. She had temper 

tantrums on several occasions in school. Carrie seemed to think 

that her mother was exactly right in everything; she was de.finitely 

under her mother's control for good or otherwise. 

The year before this study Carrie worked at a cafeteria during 

vacation. That concern did not have a place tor her the following 

year, but she was able to obtain work at another cafeteria for 

the summer months. 
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She seemed ambitious in wanting to enter secretarial work and 

stated that her parents were willing and a.ble for her to go to 

college if she wanted to go and would be able to do the work 

required of her. 

The following remarks are some made by carrie's teachers, 

Courteous. Far below average. 

Doesn't study but thinks sh• does; retarded; courteous. 

Polite. Below average. 

~uiet, does poor work, seems to want to learn. Wants 
responsibility., and eager to please. I feel a little 
sorry for her for she seems maladjusted. 

Volunteers for extra work - reports, and the lilce. 
Highly nervous and does poor written work. Eager to learn. 

Nervous. Tries hard and has done very well. Repeating. 

Wants to learn., tries hard and is interested in her work, 
but does poor work. Courteous and cooperative. Finally 
dropped shorthand. A nervous type girl. 

Likes gym and tries., but finds it hard to follow 
instructions. Courteous., over-conf'ident. Pitifully 
eager to belong - not ready for high school. 

Carrie has to be watched. Alone she has difficulty with 
English., but in a crowded room. does correct work. I have 
never actually caught her cheating. but am. suspicious of it. 

Carrie is incapable of retaining literature in the upper 
grade levels. She tries hard. but somehow has never quite 
found «what it is all a.bout." 

Willing to work and puts forth an earnest effort, but 
doesn't belong in high school. 

Carrie has to do extra work and extra reports to make her 
grades. She goes all to pieces on a test but she does try. 
Hands in neatly written reports and papers. Is below average. 
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The following are some remarks concerning Carrie made on the 

cumulative record of a teacher's reports 

Ability to act as a leaders poor 
Acceptance of responsibility, fair 
Attendance, good 
Attitude to classmates: good to poor 
Attitude to criticism: fair 
Background-home: fair. One indifferent parent, I think; 
prone to blame teacher tor child's failure 
Background-schools fair 
Behavior in cafeteria: good 
Care of school property: good to f'air 
Chief' interests: music, sports, writing notes 
Conduct in assembly and public programs l good 
Conduct in halls: good 
Cooperation in generals fair 
Dependability: fair to poor 
Honesvt good 
Initiatives f'air to none 
Manners: good 
Participation, extra-curricula.rs. good 
Personal appearance, cleanliness• fair 
Type of school citizens fair 
Use of time: good 
Intended vocations nurse or secretary 
Attitude toward teacher11 terrible 
Ability to learn: fair 

Judging from observation, standardized test results and school 

records, interviews and discussions with others, it appears that 

Carrie had been suffering due to strain and physical weakness; there 

were indications that her mother's ambitions were too high for 

CarJJ:!ie to reach, causing her ·to beo0Dl8 frustrs.ted. lier illther seemed 

uninterested. It•• thought that closer cooperation between teachers 

and parents might help her; also that freedom to progress at her own 

rate would be better than being subjected to continual prodding froa 

an over-anxious mother. 
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Mitchell 

Mitchell was bern December 31, 1931, of a mother who was a 

native of Virginia and a father who was born in Italy. His 

father had emigrated to the United States at the age ot seventeen. 

Tb.e family included. six children of whom Mitchell was fifth. Bia 

father was owner of a local bottling ceapa.ny, and the family income 

appeared sem.ewhat above average. His •tller was the homemaker. 

The family resided in their own eight-room, brick resideaee. There 

was a rather good libra17 ia the heme. 

Mitchell was ve-q small tor his age, standing barely five feet tall. 

Bis general phyaieal developaent was equall7 retarded, and. in 

appropriate clothing, he could have passed for a child of nine. His 

health was not robust. He was ollt of school during the session 

1948-1949 from March 1 to the ead ot the term, on account of sickness 

the natve of which the family did net determine. Moreover, he 

suffered from a defect of eye-sight, and was e•pelled to wear glasses 

eonstantly. He iadicated. n.o interest in the usual hobbies et boys of 

his age, but had. taken an active part in the drama.ties pregraa et 

the sehool, winning membership in the Thespians, the national honor 

society in. druiatics. Du.ring the sum.er ef 1949 he divided his 

time between the session ef the summer sehool and work in his father'• 

bottling plant. He expressed no interest in college. 

A standard intelligence test administered when he was six 7eara 

old showed his I. Q. as 100. However, on a series of achieveaent tests 
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given between 1938 and 1945, he showed progreaaively worsening 

scores. On elementary grades his average wa. "c,• which grade he. 

maintained during the session of 1948-1949, his Fresb-.n year in 

high school. 

At the end of the term, his teaehers made the following 

notations ooncerning him, in response to requests 

Had dittioulty associating words with their proper 
:mea.nings. Likes to show oft and baa decided. superiority 
complex. 
Tries veey bard, eager to please. 
Fine to have around. "Gets in your hair" sometimes. 
Tries to use his size to get by with things. Inclined 
to be "cute." 

Likes to show ott. 
Talkative. Extrovert. 
Likes to attract attention. 
Hard worker, dependable. 

A rating sheet prepared by his teachers reads as tollewsa 

Ability to act as leaders ta.ir 
Acceptance of responaibilit1s tair 
A'iitendance• excellent 
Attitude to olaaama.tes, nry good 
Attitude to oritioi••• good 
Home baolcground1 good 
Behavior in cafeterias good 
Conduct in aaaemblys good 
Cooperation in generals fair 
Dependability, good 
Honesty, excellent 
Initiatives good to fair 
Manners: good 
Extra-curricular participations fair 
Personal appearances good 
School citizenships good 
Ability to learns poor 
Attitude toward teaoberss excellent 
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Mitchell'• case appeared to present danger signals ot future 

neuroses rather than a serious personality mladjustment existing 

at the time ot this writing. Hi& physical size probably may have 

influenced his social attitudes unfavorably. His health would 

seem to pose serious problems. It -.a telt that hi• ditfioultiea 

required school counselling and professional J118dical and 

payebiatric aaaistanoe. 

Lester 

Lester was born October 13. 1932, ot American parentage. Tbs 

family. consisting of an ailing father, a semi-in'VILlid mother, an 

older bro-1:her • a nephew of the mother and his wife, and Lester, 

lived in a one-story frame cottage on a sall ta.rm. The father, 

a sufferer trom chronic sinus trouble, was employed as an 

electrician by a railway oompa.ny. The family- income waa apparently 

somewhat less than average. 1'he home, though clean and neat, was 

overcrowded and appeared to provide little in the way of eultural 

advantage. The parents were Jll8mbers of the Christian (Campbellite) 

Church, at the time of the inveatigation, but Lester had not joined. 

Lester was of medium. height. a blue-eyed lim.cle. He ata'ted that 

hia chief intereat was golf. He bad served aa a eaddy. using the 

money thus earned to play the game hiJUelf'. He appeared to bang 

around the house, but waa not o.rten at home. His health seemed good, 

though hia history revealed that he bad been struck on the head by 
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some time. 

The results of seven 1tandard intelligence and school achie,,_.Dt 

teats, admini1tered oTer a period of five 1ear1, seemed to e1tabli1h 

him as 1omewha.t below noral in respect oi' both. Bia ele118nt&ey 

average was "C," but his Freshman year in high school eaw a decline 

to "D" and, in some subjects, oomplete failure. 

Comments of hia teachers, sde at the end ot session 1948-1949 

in response to request, tollowa 

Lester is not above getting help it not •tohed, 
but he 11 not a discipline problem. 

Pleasant and agreeable it not orosaed, but rude 
and insolent it de?iied his own way. 

A very poor student. Lazy, dull, indifferent &nd 
wasteful. 

I.ester baa worked bard and been one ot the moat 
cooperative students in hi• group ot repeaters. 

Indifferent. Lazy. Otten disagreeable and unpleasant. 
A very poor sport. 

A very ditterent boy oee he has contidenoe in you. Slow 
getting next to him, bat once in, nerything'• tine. 

A rating 1heet prepared bJ his teachers contains the following 

notations, 

Ability to act as a leader I poor 
.Acceptance of responsibilitys poor 
Attendances good 
Attitude toward olassma.teu fair 
Attitude to criticismi poor 
Behavior in cafeterias fair 



Care of achool property, poor 
Conduct in aasemblys poor 
Conduct in hallss tair 
Cooperation in generals fair 
Dependability, poor 
Honeatys tair 
Initiatives ha11 none 
Manners, fair 
Extra-eurricular participations None 
Personal appearance, clean 
Citizenships fair 
Use of tillll9 1 loaf's 
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Basing judgment upon the results of standard tests. it seemed 

that Lester 11as somewhat below normal in intelliganoe. The hoa 

environment appeared ·to proT.lde little incentive to or opportunit1 

for study. Some evidence ct lack of' self-discipline•• noted. 

but the wide difference a.m.ong the judgments ot his several teachers 

ma.de the reliability- of this evidence at least questionable. There 

was a slight possibility that his maladjustment might haw arisen 

trom. the head injury, though the fact that hia older brother :nade 

an even poorer adjustment to the school situation than Lester, 

lett this open to doubt. 

Friendly guidance and sym.pathetio friem\ahip seemed baaio to 

Lester's problem. Such assistance wa.a needed in kind and quantity 

calculated to compensate tor the lack of such help at home. His 

aptitude tor golf, although not the usual game of sons ot poor 

farmers, might possibly provide an opening into his confidence. 
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Benjamin 

Benjamin was born February 6, 1932, at Roanoke, Virginia. 

His parents were both of American descent. His father was a 

mechanic for an automobile caporation in Roanoke. His earnings 

were in the middle-income bracket. There was one brother who 

was seven years Benjamin's senior. His mother, a homemker, was 

the fourth member of the family. His family bad lived in their 

own home, an old brick house, £or twenty-six years. There was an 

adequate library in the home. The family associations in 

religion were not with any special church, but they attended 

occasionally. 

Benjamin had light hair and grey eyes ; he was of medium 

height, but was distinctly overweight. His eye-sight in one eye 

was defective, yet he refused to wear his glasses; ctherwise, be 

appeared to be healthy. He played the clarinet in a mediocre 

•nner, but enjoyed doing that. His :rrain interest was photography 

in which seemingly he excelled; coloring some of his pictures in 

oil, five of these were accepted and printed in a widely circulated 

magazine. His other interests seemed to be in gardening and 

mechanical work. Benjamin was born when his parents were getting 

older, there being several years difference in his age and that 

of his brother. They apparently were more indulgent than 

corrective in guiding him, so that he did not bother to do things 

which did not appeal to him. 
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Benjamin bad not been doing well in school at the ti• oE this 

writing. According to several atandardi&ed Matal tests, he was 

of average intelligence. During his eleJllll!tntary school years, his 

grades had averaged "C" (81 to 87). In secondary sohool his grades 

had averaged "D" (75 to 80), while he tailed several subjeota. 

He told the investigator that his interest in school •sin science, 

shop, photography and typing, and stated that all other courses 

bored him. During the summer of 1949 h• worked part-time greasing 

cars with hie father as bis supervisor, and he was paid a good salary. 

Benjamin had access to the family ear. During the 1948-1949 

session he was fined eight times tor speeding. His father paid 

the tine on each occasion and allowed him to continue driving, eTen 

though his license to drive had been revoked. 

Benjamin's plans were to attend a vocatioJJal school, specializing 

in photogr&pby'. 

The statements below are some that were :made by Benjamin's 

teachers a 

Indolent, rude, annoying, crude, revolting. Copies 
other student's work whenever he can. Can be the 
"bt.d apple" in a class. lazy, imp"dent, and bas 
unpleasant.pb¥s1eal habits. Ia a troublemaker. 

Causes a great deal ot trouble and disturbance in 
class. Could to good work, but doesn't try. Always 
talking, picking on someone, or throwing paper or 
cbalk if he can get it. My' third period class 
wouldn't have been so ba.d without him. 



Has tried in sports. Poor student. Discourteous 
at times. 

A bad influence, rude, annoying, lazy, •nts to 
attract attention, not too much on the beam, tries 
when he wants to. 
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Ba.d influence - has been polite to me, but has been 
noisy, talkative. Very poor student. I.e.zy, impudent, 
does not like corrections. 

A bad influence among students. Loud, lazy, and rude. 
Impudent and a bluff. Very poor math student, often 
causes trouble in class. 

Does not show any initiative, does little work, but 
expects grades. 

Inclined to be lazy and tries to be a "smarty." fries 
hard sometimes. 

lazy• poor student. 

Pretty good- a little too much talk at times. Easy for 
me to handle - got to let him know who is boss. 

His teachers in the eighth and ninth grades bad the following 

comments about some of his cha.racteristica 1 

Use of tims: wastes time 
Ability to learns good 
Depends.bi lity, ca.nnot be depended upon 
Honesty, always shifts blame upon someone else 
Acceptance of responsibility, accepts none 
Ability to act as a leader: poor 
Attendances very good 
Participation in extra activities: enjoys hard work 
and attends programs 
Attitude toward classmates: terrible, dislikes too 
maey of them 
Attitude toward teacherss fairly good 
Attitude to criticisms fair to poor 
Peraona.l appearance and cleanliness: fair 
Manners: fair to good 
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Initiative: has none, must be pushed 
Background: terribly spoiled and pa.rents blame others 
tor ma.ny things which are his fault 
Chief interests - band 
Care of school property: ha.a no respect for the property 
Behavior in cafeteria: fair 
Conduct in assembly and public programs: irery good 
Conduct in hallas very good 
Cooperation in generals good 
Type of school citizens fair 
Intended vocations photography 

A survey was taken in the spring ot 1949 and the teachers said 

the r ollowing things were s ODt ot Benjamin 1 a ohs.racteristica s 

attracting attention, interrupting, thoughtlessness, laziness,. 

impudence, rudeness, lack of interest in work, nnreliableneas, 

disobedience, impertinence, defiance, temper tantrums, restlessness, 

inattention, careless in work, disorderliness in class, and 

nervousness. 

From this investigation including observation, interviewing, 

study of mental and achievement tests, scholastic ratings, attitudes 

and behavior, it appears that lack of pa.rental colltrol might have 

been a principal reason tor Benjamin's maladjustment. 

William 

William was born on May 27, 1932, at Roanoke, Virginia, of 

.American parentage. lie bAd one sister five years younger than he. 

His father was employed by a textile mill in Roanoke, and his mother 

was a housewife. His parents seemed in comfortable circumstances 
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at the time of this investigation, living in their own red. 

brick bungalow. They were not associated with any special 

church, but attended occasionally. 

His family were not well physically. Hi• father wa• 

nervous, his mother had many ailments, while the younger 

sister was under the ea.re of the doctor due tea thyroid 

deficiency. William seemed too thin and suffered from a 

chronic sinus infection at the time of this writing. 

He indicated an interest in shop work at ••hool during 

1948-1949 and made a lamp and flower brackets. He went out 

for sports, but was unable to make any team and discontinued 

taking uy part in them. other interests were in traveling 

ud in driving a car. 

William llad. a room to study in, but there were n.o library 

or reference books available. His elementary grades shewed 

a decline from high to low as he progressed in school. William. 

had an average between 11A" (95 to 100) aad. "B" (88 to 94) 

during the first tour y-ears of el•e•tary work .. In tlle fifth, 

sixth, and seventh grades, ne ranged from na• to •cu (81 to 87). 
During his ninth grade y-ear at high school his average was 

"F" (below 65). 
He seemed to be going down aeatally, too, shce in 1936 

his I. Q. was 108, whereas b71943 it dropped te 95. 

William made many premises about improvement both in 

scholastic work and behavior, but never kept those promises. 

He seemed nervous 



and loud at times. His associates seemed to lead him. into wrong 

paths, but he showed no signs or objecting. His mother indicated 

that until receht years he had been a fine boy, but that he had 

displayed violent temper vhen corrected. He vent into tantrums 

at school. He played truant when his parents thought he was at 

school. Af'ter having been warned on numerous occasions, he was 

suspended from school during the spring of 1949. He told the 

investigator that he planned to come back to school in the fall 

and would do better. Only time would tell. He had made llJIUl1' 

similar promises~ 

During the summer of 1949, while visiting the employment 

agency, he was given a card to take home and fill out. He brought 

the card home, handed it to his mother to keep for him. She put 

it dow and it was misplaced, then he wanted it to take back and 

she could not find it. Later the card was found, but William 

would not go back to see about the work the employment etf'ice 

migb.t have for him. 

The statements below are some made by- William's teachers 

regarding him. 

He' a the most notbing there is. If' it were 
possible to do leas than nothing that is what 
he did 1 Insolent and ill-bred. 

Likes to take gym. Inconsistent. Personality 
o. K. Began loafing with older boys too soon to 
know better. Funny' kid. 
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Abaent frequently, las good intentione th&t usually- di• 
ae suoh. 

Uade promises that were never bpt about typing. 

Disinterested, la.sy, doesn't do work. 

Bot dependable, la&y. 

too auoh. A rea'fl peat. Likes to oreate a 
cliaturbance; enjoys trying to •ke a te••her appear 
ridiculous. Work - nil. Impudent a.ncl unoeoperatiTe. 
He is a JBiaehie:t' maker. Be not study well. 
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Dropped bookkeeping, :newr banded in work on time. Slept 
in claaa·, th.ought be should ban utter grades. Lazy-, 
not interested, did not try, always &li9ing why he doean•t 
do hi• work. . He dropped it 'beoauae he tailed. 

Likeable, but poor student. Very seldom. ha.1 homework. 
Haa been quiet an4 ooeperatiTe in olaH this year. 

Very poor baokgrouml in ath. Wanta to argue rather tba.n 
think about work. llot depa.dable. 

l&sy. no d.boipline prebl•~ goes with W'l'Ol'lg associates. 
Failetl completely. · · 

No attempt to do what ia required ot hill. No interest 
wb&tsoewr. 

Does nothing - would like to cliaturb. 

Below are ao1118 characteristics o~ William'• a.ocorcling to his 

teacheret 

Use ot timea very poor, ••tea time - idler, and bas to 
be pushed to get work dom. 
Dependa.bilitys tair to poor 
Ability to learns ia intelligent amt capable ot better 
work than he doe~ 
Honesty, apparently ~onest 
..t.ooeptanoe ot respenaibilitys poor 
Ability to aot aa a leaders tair to negati•• 
Attendances ta.ir 
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Participation in extra actiTitiess Little participation 
to negative 
Attitude toward classmates' generally good, sometimes 
a "smart alee" 
Attitude toward teacherss generally good 
Personal appearance and cleanliness, neat, elean, 
fairly well-dressed 
Manners: sometimes thougliiess, but rarely intentiorJAlly 
discourteous 
Initiative: poor 
Background: apparently has fairly good home enTironment 
Chief interest: sports 
Care of school propertys careless 
B havior in cafeterias good 
Altitude to criticisms impudent 
Cooperation in generals poor 
Type of school oitizent poor 

In reviewing the results of this investigation, it seems that 

William. might be benefited by measures to improve his health, 

another selection of associates, and guidance from an understanding 

counselor. 

Rickie 

Rickie was born June 5, 1931, in Roanoke, Virginia, ot native 

.Alnerican parentage. He had a brother two years yOllnger and a sister 

twelve years younger than he. His father as aployed as an auditor 

in the railway offices in Roanoke. A.t the time ot this atudy, the 

family appearod to be in moderate f'inanoial oirowastances. They 

occupied a rented brick house and the mother gave her whole time to 

home duties. The family atmosphere seemed kindly and congenial. 

They attended the Baptist church. 

Ricjie ns ot medium height, with brown eyes and dark brown hair, 

the latter showing the1Bmporary effects ot peroxide. Hia general 
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appearance was good. He expressed a fondness tor m.usio an.cl art, 

but gave no indication ot talent for either. His chief interest 

seemed to center in athletics, in which he excelled. He was engaged 

in football, track and basketball, winning his letter in the first 

two sports named. He also expressed a keen interest in hunting, 

fishing and swimming. He was in the Marine Reserve Corps and was 

planning to go to camp for two waeka at the time of the investigation. 

Comments made by Rickie's teachers were, 

Witty; critical, too; does average work; slow in meeting, 
obligations. Very quiet, hard worker, obedient. 

Does poor work - lazy - dependable on everything but 
class work. Likes to see how moh he can get out of. 
Gives up too easily. 

Can do good work, but too slow in getting work in on 
time. Needs a reminder. Polite. Inclined to show 
off at times and talks too much. Be has improved lately. 
He can work when he wants to. He has been behind in 
his work and he seemed not to care. He is doing better. 
Cooperative. 

Talented (voice al3d reading) but la1yi a feeling of 
insecurity. Talks too much at times. Slow in getting 
places. 

Has ability and initiative in athletics, but doesn't 
take too good care of himself' - not good influence at 
home on latter phase. His attitude varies according 
to his progress. Shown improvement past year. Baa 
shown improvement in overcoming a defeated complex. 

Average student but could do better if he tried harder. 
Quiet in class. Has nice aense of humor and can be 
very witty. 

Inclined to talk too much. ATerage student seems to be 
always on the defensive. 
Poor math student. Seems indifferent to home work. Cciite 
a different person since sickness last winter. 



Tbe charaeteri1tic1 listed below are Riekie's according to 

soms of his teachers, 

Use of times fair 
.A.bilit1 to learns good (but can't make bimaelt work) 
Dependabilitys good 
Honesty, good 
Acceptance ot responsibility, fair 
.A.bility to act as a leader: poor 
Attendances good 
Participation in extra aotivitie11 poor 
Attitude toward claaa:mateu good 
Attitude toward teachers s average 
Personal appearance and cleanliness t good 
Manners' good 
Initiative, fair 
Background,. undecided 
Chief interests• girls (I thiJ:lk) 
Care of aohool propertys good 
Behavior in cateteriaa fair 
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Rickie seemed to have average intelligence, accorcling to hia 

mental and achievement tests that bad been administered to hilll at 

times during his school years. Ria grad•• in elementary achool 

seemed average and his high school work ranged tram "D" (76 ... to 80) 

to "F" (65 to below). He •nted to study forestry and planned to 

enter college. There had been oooasiou when he caused disturbances 

in class, displayed temper tantrwu and attracted too mu.oh attention. 

He bad changed schools several times, recently ooming to William 

Fleming from Jefferson Senior High School, although he lived Tery 

close to that school and had to pay tuition to attend the school 

that he was attending at the time of this investigation. 

Judging from observation and a study of grades a?ld home environment, 

it seemed that Rickie took poor care of bis health. Aa an aid to 
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improving his &ttitudee am helping hiDL to auoceed in his school 

work, he seemed to need guidance in how to study. Learning to work 

more ettectiTely :might help overoo:a frustrations auoh as had 

resulted in outbursts in class. 

Lucius 

Lucius._. born January 19, 1935, ot A1&erican parentage. Ria 

father was a rail•y conductor, with an inoo:a in the medium bracket; 

his mother was the h0lll8maker. There •• one brother, twenty-tour 

years old, liviDg in the home. The t&mily owned the brick houae they 

used as a residence. Lucius had his own room. There was little 

indication ot 'books or ot interest in 'bow in the home. The whole 

family were attendants at the Methodist Cburoh. 

Lucius' height•• rather leas than med.ium.J bis eyes and 

complexion clark. He had tine teeth, a nice ndle, and was generally 

considered quite good looking. Bia health see:ad excellent, but his 

record revealed an arrested oase of rheumatic fe-rer auttered when 

he was seven years old. He evidenced soma skill in the use ot 

his bands, shown in carving, modelling &nd building model airplanes. 

He expressed interest in mohanica and often helped hie father with 

the family oar. Be seemed to take an interest in the home, helping 

his mother with housework and keeping the lawn DlOW9d. 

The results of seven standard intelligence and school achiew•nt 

tests ad.ministered between 1941 and 1948 would indicate that Lucius 
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is only a lightly below normal, although one teat given in 19'7 

returned an I. Q.. ot as. On two torma ot the Iowa Silent Reading Teat, 

his reading ability showed some retardation. His average grades in. 

elementary school were "C," but duri.mg his Freshman year in higb 

school his average declined to "D." 

At the end ot seHion 1948-1949, his teachers made the below 

listed commsnts regarding him, in response to request, 

A nuisance. Thinks he is cute. 

A complete pest. 

A lazy ahow-ott. He thinks he oan roll those big 'brown 
eyes at you and get by with murder. A perfect product 
of parental spoiling. 

Can. be rather naaty, but then oan be very nice. Spoiled. 

Too loud. 

Quiet, polite. Works well. 

It would seem probal>le to conclude that Iaciua' •ladjustment 

to the school situation ns due lees to hia lack of aatural ability 

than to an unfortunate home environment. He was the bally ot the 

family and he wa.s pretty. Apparently his mother had let him have his 

way in the home because he was suoh an endearing little tellow. He •1 

have expecte4 the aa• treatment 1n school, and hia unsatisfactory 

behavior m,q possibly have resulted tram disappointment. 

Intelligent personal guidance appeared Lucius' firet need. His 

problem might be stated as the necessity ot growing up • .A counselor 

who liked him and whom be respected might reTElil bia, to hiaself with 



beneficial results. His good looks, which perhaps had previously-

served as a handicap, could then become a real advantage. 

Paul was born July 18, 1934, the only child of native American 

parents. At the time of this investigation the father was employed 

as a machinist at a salary which seemed ample to afford the family-

reasonable security. The residence, a neat well-kept white frame 

building, was owned by his parents. Paul•s father, as well as 

several of his paternal amts and uncles, was deaf and in additioa 

the father suffered from a serious speech defect. The mother, not 

employed except as a housewife, appeared in excellent health. 

Paul was slightly below medium height, blue eyed and blonde and 

inclined to plumpness. Save for a rather severe attack of acidosis 

which occurred when he was three, he had enjoyed good health all 

his life. He did not show any indication of developing his father's 

handicaps of hearing and speech. He expressed an interest in art 

and writing. He was fond of playing cards and almost overly fond 

of his pet dog and eats with whom he played games of hiding which 

would seem more appropriate ~o a child of six. In contrast, he was 

also fond of playing baseball and badminton. He indicated an interest 

in attending college, specifying Bridgewater, and thought he might 

like to be a draftsman or a clergyman. 



The results of the two standard intelligence tests administered 

1in 1946 and 1947, al:rnost precisely a year apart, indicated his I. Q. 

as 93 and 94, respectivei,-. His scores on a series of seven 

achievement tests given from 1940 to 1947 showed him. to be somewhat 

below the average for his age. During his elementary- school experience 

his grades averaged "O,a but declined to 11])« for his Freshman year 

in high school. 

Notations concerning Paul. provided upon request by his teachers 

at the end of the 19i.s.,;,1949 session included the following: 

Talkative and troublesome. However, he is a complete 
extrovert and never resents correction. 

Can do good work if you make him. 

Poor worker; disturbs others. 

Lazy and talks too much. 

All right if you stay behind him. 

Attends to other people's business. 

Paul's difficulties seemed to be rooted in a rather over-

indul.gent mother and his status as an only child. He experienced 

difficul.ty in adapting to the school group and may have attempted 

to win for him.self by sheer noise the center of attraction which 

was his at home by right. His affection for his pets seemed abnormal, 

likewise his habit of talking and playing with them on what 

appeared almost as a plane of equality would suggest a partial social 

retardation or the abnormal lingering of childhood fantasy. 
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Practical school guidance which would direct Paul into social 

understandings both in the classroom and on the playground suggested 

itself as a prime need. He required experiences in coatrolled 

situations wherein he ~ould learn the give and take of normal group 

living. It was felt that those teachers who labelled him a ttco.mplete 

extrovert" were probably in error. 

Walter 

At the time of this study, Walter was fourteen years old. He was 

the only son of parents l'lho were of native American stock. He had 

two younger sisters. His father was employed at a large textile mill 

in Roanoke. At the time of this writing, the family seemed to be in 

comfortable financial circumstances and owned their home. Apparently 

the family was able to afford a comfortable living, because they had 

good books and reading material. They were members of the Associate 

Reform. Presbyterian Church. 

Walter was of medium height with brown hair and eyes. His family 

was musically inclined. He played the trumpet while his mother and 

sister played the piano. He was interested in mechanics. He alse 

liked to farm and fish. He would like to have a cattle farm when he 

grows older. He was not interested in continuing his education after 

high school. He was very closely associated with his family and 

performed home duties. His health had been good, save for the 

childhood diseases and overweight. He wore glasses when he was very 

young, but did not wear them. at the time he became a subject fer this 

investigation. 
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Judging trOJa •taDdard teats gifln, he appeared to have aflrage 

ability, but he clid not do average sohoel work. Ia tna el••ntary 

achool his average was "C, • while in high school hb &'Hrage was "D• 

(75 to 80). 

Hia teachers nade the tollowing cOJllll9atas 

Easily i:ntluenoed, lasy, quiet. 

Teo ohildiah for high aohool, not 4ependable, and not 
reliable. 

Not interested in work, does work bapbau.rdly-, does 
not obey authority. 

Below average, •ntally- and otherwise. 

A good -voeational guidance director might giw lda •ntal tests, 

interest tests, and. deriw oonoluaicma whioh would help guide hia 

in such a way that we would have a happy, well-hebafld student in 

Walter, it the facilities tor carrying out the oo:uluaiou would. 'be 

a~ilable. 

Ronald 

Ronald was born August 2, 1932, of Amtrioan parentage. Hi• father 

waa a coJIDl8roial chemist and was in prooeas ot puroba•in.g a home. The 

mother also went to buaineas daily. Tb.era waa one brother, tour year• 

older than Ronald. The family owned an autemobila wb.ioh the boy-a 

were allowed to drive. Only the mother -.s a •al,er of any ohurohJ 

she attended the uitheran danomina.tion and Ronald accompanied her at 

tillll98. 
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Ronald •• six f'eet tall, blonde and quite band10Jll8. A,tter the 

usual illneaaH of ohilclhood, he ha.ti been quite bealth;y. Howenr, 

he exhibited •nifeatationa of nerToua tension at times which on 

occasion resulted in unpleasant ezperienoea. Be had engaged in a 

f'ight in the locker room of' the high aohool in tile eourae of' whiob. 

hia nose was broken. He bad 'been aeised with orampa while 81fillmin.g 

and had to N reaoue4 from the •ter by companion.a. lie bad wreoked 

the family oar, and thereafter showed plainly the a'lain th.ii event 

placed upon his relations with his father. He bad had more than one 

aerioua cliaagree•.n.t with teachers, whioh required the intervemion 

of the principal. 

The only standard intellig•••e teat ever administered to him 

returned Rol'.l&ld' • I. Q. aa 109. A. aeries ot six stand.ar4 aohieveaent 

teat, given betwe.u 1938 am 19'5 ahoncl him to ue slightly above the 

norm for his age. His wark in ele•ntary aohool showed aa anrage 

grade of •B, • but hi• awrage tor his junior year 1a high aohool fell 

to "C." 
Comm.ents of' hia teaohera made in reaponae to a request. at the eacl 

of his junior year are listed belows 

Average student. 

A QGiet and polite student. 

Clean out, very neat. Does good work. Ia quite reaponsin. 

Above average. liioe personality. Very courteous. Prompt 
in his work. 

Likeable, dependable, bard worker. 



Lazy, sleeps in class. Must be prodded. 

Spoiled. Needs to grow up. 

His teachers also characterized him as follows: 

Use of time: very good 
Ability to learn: excellent 
Dependability: good 
Honesty: excellent 
Acceptance of responsibility: good 
Ability as a leader: fair 
Attendance: excellen.t 
Extra-curricular participation: excellent 
Attitude toward classmates: excellent 
Attitude toward teachers: excellent 
Personal appearance: good 
Manners: very good · 
Initiative: good 
General conduct: good 
Cooperation: excellent 
Conduct in assembly: fair 
School citizenship: good 
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Ronald was included in this study not because he displayed a 

general pattern of maladjustment but because he showed occasional 

symptoms of nervous tension resulting in actions not consistent 

with that behavior pattern. It seemed that parental influence was 

negative rather than otherwise. There was little stress placed apon 

the importance of the home. Little opportunity for recreation was 

provided since both parents worked regularly and both sons were 

encouraged to work in their spare time. 

Ronald seemed to need the influences of sincere friendship and 

the advice of someone who could point the way to an appreciation of 

better values in life than those currently governing his choices. 



Tom• -
Tom was born on September 30, 1931, at Roanoke, Virginia, of 

American parentage. He had one sister, two years younger than he, 

who had been graduated in June, 1949 from high school. His father, 

an habitual drinker, was employed as a traveling salesman.. His 

mother was a housewife. At the time of this investigation, the 

family resided in their ranch-type, blue stone home on a farm in 

Roanoke County. His father was a member of the Roman Catholie 

Church; his mother of the Protestant Episcopal.. The children were 

reared in the Roman Catholic Church. 

Tom was six feet, six inches tall and extremely thin. He had 

black hair and eyes. When he was quite small his parents moved to 

the northeastern part of the United States. He entered school there 

and was changed twice d11e to the family's moving away. Then his 

suffering because of asthlll.a caused the family to return. to Roanoke. 

The climate agreed with him, and seemed to lessen his saf'fering. 

Tom seemed interested in music, mechanics, swimming, whittling, 

modeling airplanes, riding on a whisser up and down the highway, and 

in one girl friend. He seemed interested in working with younger 

boys at the Young Men 1 s Christian Association. 

He drove rather recklessly up and down the highway in an old 

car on which he was always making repairs and improvements. When 

younger, Tom was paid for doing small errands at home. Later, he 

had refused to do anything at home unless paid for it. 
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During the 1pring of 1948 Tom' 1 father beoa.me intoxicated and 

got into an argUJ11ent with him. As a result, Tom lef't and went to tbe 

home ot his maternal grandparents who lived on an adjoining tar:m. 

While there the pwap at his own home wa.s broken. He was asked to 

come and tix it, but would not do so until be ba.d been paid. A.t the 

time ot this writing he had returned hoae. 

His school progress and behavior had been poor. In element&r7 

school his average ranged tram •c• (81 to 87) to •o• (75 to 80). In 

secondary school, Sophomore year, his grades averaged •D• (76-80). 

±n bis Jubior year bis average was between •1• (66 to '15) and •r• 
(0 to 64). Hia mental tests indicated average intelligence. 

In response to request, Tom's teachers made the following 

oOJIIDll9nta about hims 

Could do good work btlt plays aJUt. talks too much. Good 
in oral work but written work ia poor. Witty. 

Regulatiol'l8 should apply to the other fellow. La.oles 
respect tor others. Selfish. 

Can be impudent a.n4 abuaiTe. 
polite. Work :aostly blutt. 

Ce be a fair worker and 
Has impr...,.d over last year. 

Tom. does not cooperate at all • .B'ven a courteous request 
is answered with insolence and abuse. He interrupts 
even serious announoemnts with maudlin remarks. He 
outs olas1 at every chance amt tells untruths about 
his whereabouts. 

Bas improwd greatly over la.at year. Tries to be quiet 
in class. Does tair work. 

Extremely lazy-; impudent; will not conform to group 
activities. ShittleasJ crudeJ rude; bas good disposition 
at times; thinks teachers don't like him.. 
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Lazy, good mind, can do good work. Likeable. Loves 
math and is a good student. Works bard and well. 
Polite, dependable. 

:Mannerly and quiet but is lazy. Does only work forced 
upon him. 

Very industrious and creative. 
attitude. 

Lazy, talkative, poor 

Lazy, talk&tive, likeable. Not mu.oh interest but easy 
to get along with. Good personality. 

Lazy, only works it forced, good mind, interested in 
mechanical things as airplanes and motor bikes. 

Stubborn; bas a good mind tor •chanics. La.zy beyond 
belief. 

Polite, but lazy. Became discouraged and dropped Latin. 

A. definite problem at times. 

The following are some ot Tom'• characteristics according to 

his school records of pa.st yearsa 

Use of time, wa.ates it 
Ability to learns not a great deal 
Dependabilityi utterly lacking 
Honesty: average 
Acceptance of responsibilitya does not accept responsibility 
of school work, but accepts responsibility of board care, 
programs, etc. 
Ability to act as a leaders fair 
Attendances good 
Participation in extra activities: good 
Attitude toward classmatesi fair 
Attitude toward teacherst fair 
Attitude to criticism: insolent and abusive 
Personal appearance and cleanliness: excellent 
Manners: ill-mannered 
Initiative: none 
Background: questiona.ble 
Chief interests: airplanes, sports 
Care of school property, careless 
Behavior in cafeterias t'air to poor 
Conduct in assembly and public programs :s poor 
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Conduct in halls: poor 
Cooperation in general: very- poor 
Type of school citizen: poor 
Intended. vocation: test pilet 

It appeared that Tom needed to gain weight for his heigkt. 

His father'• influence and example had been detrimental. Some ot 

his mannerisms seemed to have imitated all too well the patterns 

set by- his father. A new enviroD11ent might help him. 

David. 

David was born Oeteber 15, 1932, et American parentage. He 

had one older brother who had been hart. in an auto.mobile accident 

and had not completel;y recovered at the time of this writing. 

His father was in the produce business, in which the mother helped. 

During World War II, the father had been convicted of black market 

operations in food and had served a time in prison. At the time 

of this study, the famil;r appeared reasonably secure financially. 

Their church preference was Baptist. 

David was just under six feet ifl height. His health and 

health habits apparentl;y were excellent, save that he bit his 

fingernails. He declared that he had never been seriously- ill 

in his life. He claimed to have ne hebbies except a strong 

interest in athletics. He pla;yed baseball and football and had 

won an award in the latter sport.. He had no special friend among 

the girls, but was elosel;r attached to Andy, a boy with whom he 
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shared a passion for fast driving. Re attended summer school during 

1949 to make up a class failure, but manifested no interest in college 

no~ in &'IJ3' vocatiOD. in which he :might earn a living. His :moral 

reputation among his associates was bad, although no definite proof 

of misbehavior had been cited against him. 

No results from standard tests were available, but his high 

school record was one of fairly uniform. failure. 

At the end of session 1948-1949, his teachers ma.de the following 

comments concerning hims 

Lazy. Can be nasty. 

Impudent. Lazy. Non-cooperative. 

Insolent, nasty and crude in manner. If he has any 
virtues, he hides them. A thoroughly disagreeable 
individual. 

Has a mean disposition. 

Capable of doing good work but doesn't try. Has never 
been insolent. 

Easily influenced by older groups. 

Lack of standard tests and a full record of his school achieve-

ment served to make a diagnosis of David difficult. What evidence 

there was suggested that his general intelligence was probably 

near normal. It seemed likely that the moral and ethical atmosphere 

of the home was poor. The fact that both parents were engaged in 

business suggested that the boy had lacked proper supervision from 

his earliest school days. It seemed fairly plain that he bad 
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never been taught to respect the rights and sensibilities ot others. 

David gave soms evidence ot asocial, it not neurotic, 

tendencies. He stood in need ot firm guidance from. someone tor 

whom be had respect. Hi_s taste tor athletioa and capability in this 

field would seem to indicate that he :might be encouraged to establish 

status through success in sports. 

Clarence 

Clarence was born on July 28, 1934, ot .A,aerioan parentage. 

He bad a. brother two years younger tban he. Clarence•• parents had 

been divorced and both bad made second :narriages. Clarence's mother 

had died at the time ot. the birth ot bis step-sister. A'I. this 

writing he was living with his :father who •• suffering from paralysis, 

and his step-mother, a neurotic sort who kept house tor them. His 

father, a painter by trade, was in the low inoame range. His brother 

was residing at a Presbyterian home tor boys where Clarence had also 

lived tor three years previous to 19'7. He expressed the desire 

to return to the home. Neither parent had aey religious association, 

but he was a member ot the Presbyterian church. 

Clarence, a fifteen year-old ot medium height and build, had 

dark bair and eyes., and an olive oom.plexion. His interest see11119d 

to be in. music., aviation., and fishing (he showed the investigator 

a picture ot a five-pound fish he had caught). ltcl.d nC!llt appear 

that he was interested in mecbanies., art, or in any torm. ot writing. 
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Clarence's elementary grades indicated an average of "C" 

(81 to 87). At the time of this investigation, his average in high 

school was "D" (78 to 80). Standardized mental and achievement 

tests were administered him in 1947, 1948, and 1949, and indications 

from test results were that he was of average intelligence. 

Clarence's teachers made the following comments regarding him 

in school: 

Talks and interrupts constantly'. Impatient. Work 
is poor. Tries - a big bluff. Talkative - trouble 
maker - dishonest. 

Clarence is in sad need cf guidance. He is very 
easily influenced by other people. Gives up easily 
when working on a task. Has an average mind. His 
work is done haphazardly but usually handed in 
promptly'. 

Talkative, loud, rude, bad attitude. 

Big bluff. Talkative. Trouble maker. Dishonest. 

Works in spasms; not very polite; talks too much; 
can be likeable. 

Clarence is one of the most interesting •problem 
Children" I have ever seen. He can be loud and 
rude to the point of exasperation, and then turn 
around and be so sweet and lovable that I forgive 
him. He needs mueh understanding, guidance, and love! 

It appears that Clarence's home environment might be the cause 

of frustrations and temper outbursts on his part. It seemed that 

he received neither love, companionship, nor guidance in his home, 

and it was apparent that he was in need of them. When the 
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investigator asked him. to visit with her just to talk, his taoe 

seemed to have lighted with happiness. An interested Tooational 

counselor might be able to help him beoo:me a well-adjusted citi1en 

in the community. 

Ronnie 

Ronnie was born, A.pril 15, 1931, at Roanoke, Virginia, ot 

American parentage. His ta.mily •• esposed of seve11 boys and 

two girls, mother and father. They lived on a tive-aore tara in 

a brick home. Bis father was a dairyman and farmer. His mother 

wa.s a neurotic sort of wonan who kept house for her family. Ronnie's 

family •• affiliated with the :Methodist Church. 

Ronnie had auburn hair and brown eyes, with a freckled 

complexion; he appeared tall and thin. He •• supposed to have 

been graduated trom high school in June, 1949, but due to tailing 

three subjects was not awarded his diploma. He reviewed two 

subjects under special tutoring during the awamr of 1949. 

Ronnie indicated an interest in music, dramatics, football, 

art, in raising animals, and in fa.rming. When tested 'by mantal 

and achievement tests his scores indicated average intelligence. 

In elementaey school his grade average was "C" (81 to 8T}. Bis 

high school average was "D" (75 to 80). He stated a desire to 

enter the Virginia Polytechnic Inatitute te study agriculture. 
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The cODDnents below are some that were made by teachers regarding 

Ronnie, 

Very poor homeroom president. Not dependable and 
not cooperative at times; can be likeable. 

Very lazy; discipline problem; can do; inattentive. 
Very quiet; seems studious; a little sullen at times; 
improving. 

A good me.th student it he can be kept awake. Honest 
worker. Can be a trouble ma~er when be gets with 
others who encourage him in that type of thing. 
Neglects homework. Will work if he likes the subject. 

Can do better than he does, lazy. 

Does good work tor me. No problem in class. 

Works hard - quiet; has temper; dependable. 

A great improvement over last year. His attitude 
is fine, his work good, his manner courteous. 

Poor background, slow. Very conscientious, works 
hard. 

Good kid - fiery - works hard. 

Rodney has definitely "grown up.'' He has shown such 
marked growth and development •.. He has good study 
habits and is a credit to home room. 

The characteristics listed below are Ronnie's according to his 

teachers• comments accumulated in his permanent records 

Ability to act as a leader: poor 
Acceptance or responsibility: poor 
Attendance: good 
Attitude to classimtes: poor 
Attitude to criticism: poor 
Background-home; fair 
Be.ckground-sohool, poor 
Behavior in cat'eteriaa fair 
Care of school property, poor 
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It appears trom thia investigation that Ronnie •• moody and 

unstable. There were timea when all seemed well, at other ti•• 

temper overpowered him. There Jll8re eoonomio pressures in hi• 

home, and a aiokly mot~er, am a tather who also haci outbursts 

of violent temper. 

Annie 

.A.n.nie waa born November l, 1932, at Roanoke, Virginia, ot 

American parentage. She was the oldest ot three girls. Sbe had 

a married brother older than ahe. Her father was employed &I a 

solicitor tor a laundry. His earnings W'ere auoh as to give the 

family only the neoesaitieaJ not the things they could get along 

without, such as books and -.gazinea • 

.Annie •• ot medium. size. Her hair was blonde. She expressed 

a fondness tor popular music and tor collecting aoenio post oarda. 

She waa interested in sports, preferably basketball and softball 

and was on the basketball team., receiving a letter and star. 

She ns aotive in dra.natioa, and was a member ot the Beta. Club. 

She belonged to the .. ,Methodist Church. She liked to read. Sha 
p 

we.a very fond of her father. 

She was very aggreS1ive and dictatorial to the extent that ahe 

was unpopular with her claumatea. She had an ungovernable temper 

and displayed it on numerous occasions. 
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Annie's health appeared good. Her only defect appeared to 

be that of her eyesight which required the uae of glasses while 

reading. She bad been graduated from high aohool in June, 1949• 

but did not plan to en~er college. She bad secured employment 

in a department store. 

The results from two standard teats indicated tbat she waa 

slightly above average ability and average aohiev81'118nt in her school 

work. Her average of grades was "B" (88 to 9'). 

In response to a req~est at the end of the session, her teachers 

ma.de the following re:aarkaa 

Likes to attract attention, rude at times; critical; 
does excellent work; discipline problem at times. 

Excellent student, has t4ffllper and tries to control 
it, needs adult friendship and confidence. 

Does good work. Talks too much, critical. Neat, 
polite, cooperative. 

Annie can be an "A" student; however, she is sarcastic, 
impudent at times and loses her temper easily. 

A poor sport; works only when she can find nothing 
else to do. 

Has improved a great deal over last year in attitude, 
effort, and disposition. 

JudgiDg from the results of the standard tests and grades, it 

appeared that Annie wa.a slightly above average intelligence. 

Apparently, her fits of temper were aggravated by her desire to 

have her own way. Her associates of her own age disapproved of 

her attitude. She appeared to be trying to overcome the oauae for 

her unpopularity. 
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It is believed that it Annie had relief tra financial strain, 

in a ditterent home environment, most other ditticulties :might 

be overcome. 

Ralph 

Ralph was born on September 30, 1933, at Goodview, Virginia. 

of American parentage. The family bad moved to Roanoke, Virginia, 

in 1948. Ralph's father was employed by a textile mill at a 

modest wage. Except for his tather, his family was living in a 

one-story, white, frame house. 

During the winter ot 1948-1949 his parents bad been diTorced. 

His mother was recovering from a serious operation at the time of 

this investigation. She seemsd to be in extre:mely poor physical 

condition, and was slightly deaf. Ralph'• .older brother •s 

employed by a railway company in Roanoke, Virgim. It appeared 

that the mother' a habit was to compare Ralph unfavorably with this 

broth.er. One of Ralph's dsera lived at home; the other had been 

married and bad moved away frca home. Ralph's father stayed at 

the home of his own mother. 

Ralph seemed to be of average •ntality, judging from several 

mental test results. school grades, and his general behaTior. His 

Sophomore ~wrage was between "C" (81 to 87) and •n• (76 to 81). 

Ralph's interests appeared to 'be in sports, particularly 

baseball; he played on a community league team. He enjoyed msic, 
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re9ding, magazines, and Jll1'Stery_books. 

Ralph helped at hoae with the housework. He did net have &D7 

libra17 or reference materia~ to aid with his studying. Be shared 

his bedroom with his brether. He indicated that he did. net like 

schoels; he felt that the7 were n.ecessar, evil.a. 

The comments below are some made by Ralph's teachers concerning 

his work in school: 

A ·thorn. in the :flesh. Work is spasae<lic a.mi what he 
ciees is not too well done. Inclined to talk incessant~. 

Average work, has to · be urged along, but works nice~, 
inclined to mischief. 

Mischievous; likes to shew oft. Has abilit7 when he 
wants to use it. 

Mischievous; works o~ when he feels up to it. 
. -· -·· - . . 

Lazy; 1ias abilit7but aot·auch aggressiveness. 
Consistent on taking part. Polite. 

• • a• ••••• •••• 

Ia a re~l"t made this s~ing 1n regarci to Ralph's characteristics, 

the tollning itais were listed: 

Temper tantrwu · 
Iilipuience, ru.de~,ss Laziness .. -.. . 
Disorderliness·~ class 
carelessness in work 
Inattention · ·· 
'.?houghtlessness 
Attractingattentien 
Interrupting 

In consideration or the data,cc,ncerning Ralph, it eeeaed that 

his troubles were largel.T the results •t poor hoae environment. He 
- .. ' 

was in his first 7ear at a aew city higb school, after having lived 
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in a rural ocnmunity and attended school there. Tb.ere were scenes 

and d.iaagreem.ents in the home J also, court proceedings in which 

he had to testify, thereby being obliged to stay out ot school. 

He seemed to bave _been the victim ot mother's :m,.gging, 

aggravated by illness and her •rital troubles. His lite in a 

amall home where there was not enough money, no place to study 

alone, no peace, and little security seemed to eo:natitute auffieient 

causes for his having been :ma.la.djueted. 
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In studying the twenty-two cases just presented, it seemed 

desirable to make summaries of certain data relating to them, which 

had come to light during the investigation. Accordingly, Table II 

was prepared includin~ various items which appeared on the schedule 

of questions used as a guide in interviewing each of the subjects. 

From the information in Table II, it appears that: the m.ean 

age of the subjects was 16.5 years; the majority lacked adequate 

facilities for home study, both materials and space; their families 
I 

had an average of three children~ including them.selves; most of 

them. lived in dwellings ewned by their parents and .m.ai.ntailled by 

their father's employment; nearly all were from homes not 

disrupted by divorce er death; nearly all were affiliated witn 

one or another of seven Protestant religious bodies; most, if net 

all, were interested in one or more beneficial hobbies or special 

interests, including mu.sic; very few aad traveled; approximately-

one third had had to transfer from one school to another; and only' 

one half had experienced the gratification that eomes from. receiving 

some special recognition, hewever small. 

From data not in Table II it appeared that illness and disease 

had played parts in the lives of seven of the subjects, affecting 

five or the children themselves and ten parents or other members 

or their families. 
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TABLE II 

SUMMA.RY OF FINDINGS FROM INTERVIEWING TWENTY•TWO PUPII.S 

OF WILLIAM FLEMING HIGH SCHOOL. 1948-1949 

(a.) Ages of Pupils: 

Number and Sex 

Three girls 
Two boys 
Two boys 
Four boys 
Seven boys 
Three boys 
One boy 

16 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
20 

(b} Number ot Homes Having study Materials. Particularly Encyclopedias: 8 

(c) Number or Homes Having Room Set .A.side for Studya 10 

(d) Number of Children in Families of Pupils, 

Number of Families Sizes of Families in Terms of Children 

Two 
Ten 
Three 
Five 
One 
One 

( e) Home Conditions: 

l 
2 
3 
4 
6 
9 

Number 2!_ Pupils Whose Pa.rents Own Ho:m.ess 15 

Number 2!_ Pupils Whose Parents Hom.es s 6 

Number Employed Fathers s U 

Number Employed Mothers: 3 

Number Divorces Among Parents, 3 

Number Families Having~ Parent Deceased: 2 



TABLE lI (Continued) 

:Number Parents Bigh-InoOIIII Groups l 

Number Parent• .!! Jlediwa-to-Low Inow Groups 21 

(t} Religious Cmneotionaa 

Number Catholio Familieas 1 

Nuaber Fuiliea B&vi5 One Parent Catholio and the otur 
Proteatan-ta 2 - - -

lumber Chilclren A.ttellAling !!Z Cburolu a 
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lhmber Fudliea Attend.1!,g !2!!, .!! Religiou Worabipa 20 

(Seven Baptist, tour Methocliat, three Diaoiplea ot 
Chria'tJ two each Presbyterian and Bpiaoopalian, 
one eaoh UDitea Brethren aa4 Ia'theran) 

(g} Jlwnber and Xind.a ot Bobbies both AOtiTe an4 Diaoontinueds 

Diaoontinuech 

Two collected atampa 
Two oolleete4 ooiu 
One colleeted pioturea ot 

JloTie Stare 
Two -.de :mod.el airplanes 
Four bad ba4 no hobbies 

(h) Number "lho Enjoyed Jluaios 

Popalara Fo\11' 

Claasioala Two 

.!!!,ll. !'..!.!!• ho 

!!!_ Kinda a J'iTe 

Oe:atiaued, 

One whittled 
One oolleote4 poet oar4a 
One raiaed tar• &Di•la 
Three hunte4 tor ga• 
Three fished 
One 414 target •hooting 
One did gardening 
FiTe worlmd an old model oars 
One oolleoted 4itterent 

kinda ot aoney 



'1'Al3LE n (Contimed) 

(1) :lluaioal Iutrtlll8nt1 Played, 

Trumpe'ta OU 

Guitars One 

Clarinets One 

Bari'teus One 

Dru.as Two 
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(j) Kiaoellaneoua Intereat11 

Arts Eight - Grocery Buineaaa Ou 

lleobanioa, Ten 

Writiya Two 

Sports 2!_ !.!!, kinda, Eigh1.een 

gepaira 2!_ .f!E!• Orpll!1 OM 

(k) Nt11Lber Who lad Tranlleds 

Littles Sixteen; Nou, Six -
(1) Diatinotiona aar4eda 

Farmings One 

Cookinga Two 

Phetograp&s OM 

One bad taken a photograph which w.a accepted and pibliahetl 
in a maga&ine ot national eiretalation. 

One had won tirat priae for his •••t- in a ohuroh•aquerade. 

One had aerwd as a brideaaicl in a wclding. 

One had 'beea an attendant of the en.ow queen in a eob.oel teati'tity. 

One ha4 won a oompaaa at a Scout meeting. 

One bad won. a sweater in a Yo-Yo oonteat. 

One bad won a prize at a party given by the 9th Grade tor wearing 
the beat ooatua. 
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Till& II (Continued) 

One ba4 won an award tor participating in the all City-Cwnty 
115-pound football team. 

On.e ba4 won a letter in basketball. 

One had won a letter ancl a in baaatball, and waa oaptai:n 
ot the .A.ll-Star softball team. 

One bad won a letter in tootball. 

One bad ..,. a letter ea.eh in. football and. traokJ alao bad a 
nomination tor hia position aa an aggregate on .A.ll-Cit7•Count7 
football t-.m. 

(:a) School Tramfers1 

Number Pupils who had Changed Schools I T 
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In viewing these cases, it appeared appropriate to make two 

further classifications: One category was that of the youth whose 

main difficulty seemed to be that the school was too confining for 

his tastes. Still in the woods and water phase of boyhood, time 

spent indoors was for him dead time. The other was that of the 

chronically maladjusted child whose unsolved problems at home and 

at school had become an all but insurmountable mass. 

All of the iighth Grade boys in this study seemed to belong to 

the first category. It seemed significant that no ninth ;rear pupils 

were nominated for inclusion among the fifty cases of outstanding 

maladjustment. Could it have been that the younger pupils were 

making adjustments to- school at William. Fleming, so that by the time 

they had reached their second year they had at least begum. to accept 

that environment? 

All ,of the older pupils studied seemed to come under the second 

heading, that of the chronically maladjusted. Their problems seemed 

related to patterns of long standing. In order to have helped them, 

it appeared that measures ought to have been taken much earlier ia 

their school careers. Thus the 4uestion arose, cow.d Wil1iam. Fleming 

really serve them, or was it already' too late? 
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l~ judged by results of lll8ntal testing, all but one, Vance, 

had intelligence that might be classed. as average. Another, Annie, 

as somewhat above average in this respect. Thus, the probleJDS ef 

the aubjeots, with the exception noted., seemed not to have atelllll8d 

from lack of capacity tor school work. 

The data gave indication that all but one might be classified 

as aggressive. Apparently they nre compenaa.ting tor whatever 

ina.dequaoies or insecurities they felt 01 loud, crude behavior; 

eight extremely so and thirteen to a aoaewhat less degree. The 

inseeurities ot sixteen were diagnosed aa related to home conditions 

of one kind or another; of two., to peydcal appearance. 

Three were suspected of criminal acts involving the destruotion 

of school property. Family disgrace had aarked two. There were 

ten confirmed truants in the group. 

Seven of the subjects worked bard at 1cbool tasks; but none 

with success, except .Annie and Ronald. Nine others did virtually 

no school work; aix attempted so• work, but without notioable reeulta. 

Teachers listed fifteen as •1mpudent"; seven aa "insolent." 

In some cases both terms were applied to the ea.me person. Sixteen 

were given to temper tantrums. Thirteen were com,idered habitually 

untruthful; five aa consistent obeaters in aohool situations. 

Kost of the group 119re of the .follower type. However, :ti ve might 

be classed as leaders whose influence., with one exception, was 

generally bad. 
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In studies of juvenile delinquency references have been made 

trequently' to the four •n1s•; death, disgrace, divorce, and disease, 

listed as principal forces in such cases. Thus, it had been 

expected that more of the subjects of this study would have 

encountered one or more of those destructive influences. Yet only 

two had suffered from the death of a parent, two from. having been 

disgraced by acts of parents or others, three from the divorce of 

parents, and seven from disease. Hence, such forces could not be 

regarded as predominant in their effects on the twenty-two youths. 

Perhaps a fifth and similar force, discord in the home, should be 

listed as having more effect than the other four, since it was 

evident in twelve of the eases. 

Adverse economic forces were considerably in evidence. Even 

though none of the subjects seemed to be in actual want seven came 

from families in which there was financial stringency shawn by the 

mother's working outside the home or by other evidences. Fifteen 

came from homes which were adeqaately financed. Two were children 

of fairly wealthy parents. 

That some of the roots of their trouble lay in the school itself 

was inferred by the nature of the teachers' comments. In the cases 

of fifteen of the ehildren, there were notable exceptions to the 

generally adverse remarks made by teachers regarding their behavior. 

In each ease at least one teacher had expressed some appreciation or 

approval of the boy or girl. Thus, the question arose, could it be 
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That those teachers, unlike the majority, had been able to accept 

these young people; that they alone had been able to direct school 

situations so as to make them. more favorable to boys and girls who had 

great need of succeeding, of feeling that they belonged? Whatever 

the answer to this question, it seem.ad clear that the general 

disapproval ,2! .!h!, subjects .2!!. part !! teachers ,!!!! other adults 
, I . 

was a strong force in their lives. 

It was in connection with the teachers' reactions to the subjects 

that the observation was m.ade to the effect that all but one of the 

children they had nominated for this study were of the loud, aggressive 

type. This led to the impression that the teachers at William Fleming 

were perhaps more s~nsitive to problems associated with rude, 

obstreperous behavior than to withdrawing, brooding tendencies. Th 

situations in which teachers were compelled by circumstances to deal 

with oversized groups it seamed that there may be less concern for 

those whose behavior at least creates no problem for others; more 

for those who disturb. 

Such reflection increased the c~ncern of the investigator for 

the school's guidance facilities. It was found that th~ guidance 

organization incladed no full-time counsellor; that one teacher having 

some specific training for this type of work was devoting some time 

to guidance, but not on a scheduled basis; that the principal, home 

room teachers, and others were giving attention to individual needs; 
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but that most of the work was somewhat incidental in nature. 

A• far aa could be learned, but a few, perhaps only one, of the 

subjects bad been given detailed, extended study with a view to 

solving or ameliorating some of their problems. Thus, it was 

inferred that~.!! ~uidance !! school, as well as at home, 

was a factor in their cases. 

In this chapter, the individual ca.sea of twenty-two subjects 

were presented together with some comment on each. Next a 

summary of the data was given as an aid to listing certain adverse 

forces which appeared to be determinate in the group, as follows a 

(a) Death, disgrace, divorce, disease, and discord in families 

(b) Economic insecurity 

(e) General disapproval on the part of teachers, parents, 
and others 

(d) lack ot guidance at school 



CHA.P'J.'ER IV 

Summary and Reoommendation1 

At the beginning of thia study reference was made to the 

failure of certain children at William Fleming High School to find 

their places within the framework of the aohool; to lead normal, 

happy, purposeful lives both as individuals and as members of their 

respective groups. In doing so the question was raised as to 

whether their difficulties might have sprung from their being forced 

to conform to patterns too rigid and demanding for them. That 

query was answered, at least by implication, by the findings 

concerning the school. With its offerings of varied courses, and 

its provision for llll!LIIY interests and activities, it seemed a pla.o• 

in which young people had considerable freedom to grow and develop, 

in la.rge measure, along lines suited to their needs, oapabilities, 

and concerns. Next, the children themselves were given intensive 

study. Following tha.t study there emerged certain forces which 

seemed to have led to the failures and frustrations of the subjects 

of this study. This chapter, in consequence, is to present 

recommendations made in the light of suoh findings. 

Many human beings need help. So.me more than others. Jla11Y 

young people in particular are not capable of solving lite'a 

problems unaided. 

The prevention of delinquency and aladjustment ot children 

is a complex matter. It seems axio:ma.tio to say tbat as long as 
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there are adverse economic and social conditions in our society, 

there will be emotional disorders. According to Crowe1 it appears 

that the first approach to the problem must be social engineering 

of a high order, to provide 'Wholesome surroundings and adeq\late 

education; to promote mental health, recreation, and social welfare 

services tor all children. The second is an accurate identification 

and skilled treatment of the maladjusted individual. In doing so 

children must be enabled to satisfy two needs: love from an understand-

ing parent or pa.rent substitute, and success through participation in 

worthwhile group and creative activities. 

The authority just referred to takes the position that, when 

maladjustment results from frustration in the child's attempt. 

to meet his needs, unt~ward behavier follows; behavior which some-

times falls within a legal concept of juvenile delinquency. He 

f\Wther states that the school does offer the opportunity tor 

periodic screening of all children to select those showin& early 

signs of' maladjustment. Whereas, in past yea.rs, most schools have 

gene to considerable length to evaluate academic achievement and• 

in recent years, to make periodic examinations of physical 

condition, only a few schools have seriously considered their 

pupils' emotional and personality adjustments. 

1. J. Gerdon Crowe, 1t'l,i'e Leok to the Schools, 11 Survey Mid-m.onthlz:, 

Volume 83 (December, 1947) p. 335. 
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That the schools are second only to homes in the development 

of serious maladjustments is a view taken by many investigators. 

Thus the schools themselves have not only to guard against 

contributing to children's difficulties, but they must also 

attempt to offset, at least to some degree, the µ1 effects of 

weak or bad homes. To such ends the following recommendations 

are offered: 

1. Institute William Fleming High courses for parents !!!! 
comm.unity leaders 12, child psychology. Because such courses 

frequently reach only those who need them least, a concerted 

effort should be made to include in them parents whose children 

are either actually or potentially maladjusted. 

2. Provide organized guidance programs in which the personnel 

have ample time !!!S! space facilities 12!: giving their services, 

both in the High School and in the elementary schools associated 

with it. Teachers and administrators perpetually caught in the 

busy round of classes and routine duties cannot give the necessary-

time and attention to problems of individual children. 

3. Strengthen~ between !:,h! home and school visits 

conferences. Teachers need thorough knowledge of home and comm.unity 

conditions if in school they are to help offset evils prevailing 

elsewhere. 

4. Establish rn recreational facilities in !:h! community. 

The life of the city affords all too many opportunities for leisure 

time pursuits that are not truly recreational in character. At 



91 

least it should include more wholesome choices than it now does. 

5. Intensify measures 1£ promote health~ correct physical 

defects, making use of trained, professional personnel. Teachers, 

who in Virginia are all too frequently charged with responsibility 

for making physical examinations, should be relieved of this duty 

by those more capable of discharging it. Maladjustment bears close 

relationship to physical defects and ill health. Those concerned 

with children's health should include those equipped to deal with 

mental ill-health as well as physical. 

6. Give ~· facilities £! space and personnel :!:.2, .!:h!_ school. 

Buildings so crowded as to necessitate the use of the cafeteria, 

library, and gymnasium for study halls and academic instruction 

are not conducive to wholesome learning experiences on the part of 

a group; much less on the part of exceptional children. Teachers 

whose classes number thirty-five or more, some of them teaching six 

classes daily, have little opportunity to serve those whose need 

may be considered most crucial, namely, the problem children of this 

study and others like them.. 

* * * * * * 
Perhaps the greatest good that may come from this study is to 

the investigator. Gaining an understanding of the problems of 

children, such as has resulted from this endeavor, has given new 

light, new zest to the teacher's work of guiding and encouraging 

youth. 
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.APPENDIX A 

THE VARIANCE OF TEACHERS AND MENTAL HYGIENISTS UPON THE RELATIVE 

,SER.IOUSNF13S OF SEVERAL KINre OF BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS* 

Average Ratings Average Ratings of 
Type of Problem ef 511 Teachers 30 Mental Hygienists 

l. Heterosexual activity- 17.3 9.9 

2. Stealing 17.0 12.5 

3. • Masturbation 16.7 6.4 

4. Obscene notes, talk 16.& 8.8 

5. Untruthf'ul.ness · 15.8 10.3 

6. Truancy- 15.6 10.3 

7. Impertinence, defiance 15.0 7.1 

8. Cruelty-, bully-ing 14.8 13.5 

9. Cheating 14.7 10.3 

10. Destroying school materials 14.3 5.1 

11. Disobedience 14.1 6.4 
12. Unreliableness 13.9 10.4 

13. Temper tantrums 13.0 11.7 

14. Lack of interest in work 12.8 <). 6 

15. Profanity 12.'.3 2.9 
16. Impudence, rudeness 12.2 7.6 
17. Laziness 12.2 7.2 

~cerpted from Charts XVI - XVII, E. Kosker Wickham., Children's 
Behaviour and Teacher's Attitudes, 1928. pp. 124-125 



APPENDIX A (continued) 

'1'HE VARIANCE OF TEACHERS AND MENTAL HYGIENISTS UPON THE RELATIVE 

SERIOUSNESS OF SEVERAL KINDS OF BEHAVIOR PROBLEAfJ 

Average Ratings Average Ratings 
Type o:f Problems of 511 Teachers of 30 Mental Hygienists 

18. Smoking 12.0 2.3 

19. Enuresis 11.8 9.2 

20. Nervousness 11.7 u.3 
21. Disorderliness in class ll.7 3.4 

22. Unhappy, depressed ll.5 16.2 

23. Easily discouraged ll.5, 13.4 

24. Selfishness 11.3 ll.8 

25. Carelessness in work ll • .3 7.1 

26. Inattention ll.2 7.3 

27. Quarrelsomeness ll.l 8.3 

28. Suggestible 11.0 13.3 

29. Resentfulness 10.8 14.l 

30. Tardiness 10.5 5.6 

31. Physical coward 10.4 12.0 

32. Stubborness 10.3 10.9 

33. Domineering 10.3 13.0 

34. Slovenly in appearance 10.1 7.2 

35. Sullenness 9.9 12.5 

36. Fearfulness 9.7 14.0 



APPENDIX A (Continued) 

'-'THE VARIANCE OF TEACmm.5 AND MENTAL HYGIENISTS UPON THE RELATIVE 

\ SERIOUSNESS OF SEVERAL K:nm., OF BEHAVIOR PROBI.m.6 

Type of Problem 
Average Ratings 
of 5ll Teachers 

37. Suspiciousness 9.1 

38. Thoughtlessness 8.7 

39. Attracting attention 8.5 

40. Unsocialness 8.3 

41. Dreaminess 8.3 

42. Imaginative lying 8.1 

43. Interrupting s.o 
44. Inqtli.sitiveness s.o 
45. Overcritical ef others 7.9 
46. Tattling 7.5 
47. Whispering 7.5 
48. Sensitiveness 7.0 
49. Restlessness 6.9 
50. Shyness 5.4 

,Average Ratings 
.. of 30 Mental Hygienists 

16.4 

6.8 

8. 5 

17.3 

ll.3 

7.5 
2.s 
5.3 

13.2 

s.s 
o.a 

13.1 

6.4 

12.5 



.A.PPINDU B 

Inf'or.a.tioa Sohe4ule 

Personal Data 

l. Date ot birth 

2. Home ecm.clitiou 

a. 'fn,e ot reaidenoe 

b. Size ot tamiq 

o. Approximate iMCIM 
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d. Library faeilitiea and other poaaibiliti•• tor h0Jll8 atacly 

i. Address am telephone JIUBlber 

4. Names ot parent• it tlut7 are living, and, it :not, a reoorcl. et 
that tact and--• ot guardian.a 

5. Ooeupation of parenta or guard.tam 

a. NatioD&lity ot parent• and grandparent• 

7. Record ot di•oree or separation in family, it &Bl' 

a. Record of OGllmLUlie&ble diaeaaea and ot inaani:ty or epilepay iJl 
family, it &DJ 

9. Cburoh affiliation 

10. Health record 

a. Sight 

•• Speeeb. 

d. other physical detects 

l. 'fy'pe of giwn 



APPDDIX B (Conti.eel) 

Soholaatio Abi lit7 

1. The :arka of pupil in all aohool work 

a. Elementary grMlea 

b. Higb achool 

Perao•l Tn.ita 

98' 

1. The judgmeata ot previou tea.oilers regarcling the n.on-1.Dtelleotu.l 
traits. 

a. Aeourao1 

b. Initiati'Te 

o. Dependa•111t7 

d. lm.otional atability 

•• Co-operatiWUH 

t. Re liabi litJ 

g. Industry 

h. .Ambition 

1. Leadership 

j. Pqaioal Tit&Jit7 

k. Other• 

2. Written reoorcla of aetual ooeurrenoea in which the ppil • a 
beb&Tior in oontaots with aasooiatea is rn•l•cl 

Speoial A.ptitu4ea 

1. Jmaio 

2 • .a.rt 

3. Jleebanioa 
4. Writing 

5. Other tielcla 
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APPENDIX B (Contimiecl) 

Interests 

1. Hobbies 

2. Extra-ourrioular aothitiee 

3. liOB118 interests 

4. Vecatioa a.otivitiea 

Plana 

1. College 

2. Oooupa.ticm he ie ambitious to enter 

3. Bow his ncatian is to l)e spent 

Unuau.l lb:perienoes 

1. Honors or a•rda won 

2. Trips to points ot interest at home or abreaa. 

3. Other unusual accomplishments or eTe:nts 

SUJ1D11ar;y ot Pupil Data 



APP.ENDIX C 

Bl!HA VIOR PROBUl1S ATTRIBUTED BY 'IHEm TEACHERS 

TO CERI'AIN PUPilS AT WILLIAM FLEMING HIGH SCHOOL 

¥ote: Pupils are indicated by letter symbols; those originalfy selected 
for this study are indicated by an asterisk, actual case studies by a 
pseudonym, behavior problems, by :numbers corresponding to those used in 
Appendix A. Instances in which a given problem was attributed by more 
than one teacher to a pupil are indicated in parnetheses. 

Pu;eil 

A. * 
B 

C 

D * 
E 

F * 
G 

H * 
I 

J 

K * 
L * 
M 

N * 
0 * 

Pseudonym 

Andy· 

Ben 

Vance 

Ellen 

Wesley 

Behavior Problems 

13, 16, 3, 17, (2), 26, 4 (5), 9 (3) 

23, 22, 20 

45, 47, 50 

7, 16, 173, 9 

45 (2), 43, 37 

7, 16, 17, 3, 9 

45 (2), 43, 37 

16 (4), 7 (2){ 11, 17, 20 (5), 21 (6), 
24 (3), 29 (5J, 30 (3) 

25 (2), 6 (2) 

30, 7 (2), .3 

43 (2), 15, 26 

25, 6, 16 (2), 17, 33, 14, 18, 7 (5), 
27 (5), 8 (7) 

44, 16, 41 

6 (5), 39 (8), 16 (6), 5 (6), 12 (6), 
13 (3), 14 (10) . 

17, 41, 9, 7,·6, 17, 8, 31, 23, 22, 21 



Pupil 

p 

Q 

R 

s 

T 

u * 

V 

w * 

X * 

y * 

z * 

Aa * 
Ab * 

Ac 

Ad 

Ae 

Af 

101 

APPliNDIX C (continued) 

Pseudonym 

Stanley 

Carrie 

Mitchell 

Lester 

Behavior Problems 

39, 16(2), 4 

39(3), 17(2) 

50(2), 40 

50, 20 

28, 45(3), 16 

17(2), 20, 38, 9(2), 5, 23, 
13(2), 4, 33(2), 6(5) 

17, 21 

17(3), 38, 11, 16, 20, 21, 43, 
39, 49 

48(2), 12(8), 49(3), 26, 20(8), 
36(9), 9(3), 13(2), 23(4) 

11, 12, 24, 26, 38, 43, 39, 21 
7, 14, 16(3), 17, 35, 23, 27, 32 

17, 29, 27, 26, 23, 21, 22, 20(4), 
39, 43(2), 46 

12, 17, 25, 21, 28, 49, 43, 18 

11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 32, 16, 21, 
29, 43, 41, 6, 4, 7, 9 

17, 30, 16(2), 17 

39, 38 

9, 47, 9 

23, 35, 7 



4PPENDIX C ( continued) 

Pu,pil Pseudonym BEitpa.vior Problems 

Ag * Benjamin 12, 26, 7, 11(3), 12(8), 
14(5), 16, 17(5), 1.3(4), 
9, 4, 6, 9, 15, 21, 24, 27, 
29, 30, 32, 25, 45 

Ah 47, 17 
Ai 39, 38, 43 
Aj 17, 16, 9 

Ak * William 17, 35, 7, 11, 16, 41, 30, 
28, 24, 12, 18 

Al 17, 41 
.Am 6, 20, 16 

An 30, 29, 25, 22 

Ao 5, 13, 15 
Ap 6, 23 
Aq 7, 22 

Ar * Rickie 9, 16(2), 23, 34, 
49, 45(5), 1.3(5) 

37, 38, 

As 1.3, 16, 23, 26 
At 13, 12, u, 25, 33, 16, 

17, 27, 15, 20, 26 
Au * 14, 23, 17, 17, 23, 25, 

29, 35, 40 
Av * 17, 17, 37, 45, 41, 1.3, 

9, 8 
Aw * Lucius 26, 41, 8, 7, 11, 13, 16, 

17, 21, 24, 27, 32, 35, 40, 
45 

Ax 17, 9, 5 



Pupil _____.. 

Ay 

Az 

Ba 

Bb 

Be 

Bd 

Be * 

Bf * 

Bg 

Bh * 

Bi * 
Bj 

Bk * 

Bl * 

Bm 

Bn * 

APPFNDIX C ( continued) 

Pseudonym 

Paul 

Walter 

Ronald 

Tom 

David 

Behavior Problems 

17, 26, 25 

17, 26, 17 

17, 3 

17, 27, 29 

17, 26, 37, 44 

9., 17, 35 
45(4), 47(3), 40(4), 43(6), 
39(8), 25(5), 20(5), 41(5), 
4(2), 7(6), 9(6), ll(5), 
16(5-), 21(5) . 

45, 2, 6, 9, 12, 13, 17, 21, 23, 
22, 20 

45, 32, 35 

17, 6, 11, 16, 30, 23, 22, 
20 

45, 47, 20, 23, 29, 41 

7, 9, 16, 12, 39, 20 

9, 16, 12, 29, 4, 6, 10, 1.4., 
39, 13, 26, 6, 7, 17(8), 20(8), 
21(5), 22(4), 29, 30, 32, 35, 
38, 49 

7, 9, 16, 25, 26, 29, 10, 13, 
(5), 24, 32, 28(3), 33(7) 
11, 12, 27 

13(6), 14.(7), 17(5), 27, 32, 
38(4), 45, 49, 6, a, 12(2), 
6(4), 4(5), 5(6), 7(5), 11(4), 
15(4), 16(4), 17(4), 24(3), 



Bo 

Bp * 

Bq 

Br * 

Bs 

Bt * 

Bu * 
Bv * 
Bw 

Bx 

By * 

Bz * 
Ca * 
Cb * 
Cc * 
Cd * 
Ce * 

Cf 

Cg * 
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APPENDIX C (continued) 

PseudonY3! 

Clarence 

Ronnie 

Annie 

Ralph 

Behavior Problems 

22-23, 20 

30, 38, 39, 41, 47, 20(2), 23, 32, 
37, 13(3), 17, 46, 49 

17(2), 30, 27, 35 

7, 9, 13(2), 17, 20, 22, 23, 26, 29, 
32, 25, 38, 12, 49, 48 

17, 9 

48, 49, 13(6), 41, 35(6), 32(8), 20, 
6, 4, 6, 7, 9, 16, 21, 24, 27, 29, 32, 
38, 45 

38, 39, 45, 49, 27, 24, 12, 17, 30 

32, 35, 37, 13, 15, 23, 22, 20 

4, 5, 6, 7, ll, 12, 13(3), 15, 17, 21, 
27, 32, 39 

50, 48, 47, 20 

4, 5, 7(6), 9, 11, 12, 13(7), 16(5), 
26, 29, 35, 38, 39(4), 43, 46, 49 

30, 27, 31, 32, 33, 17, 15, 13, 9, 7, 6 

9, 11, 12, 13, 16, 21, 26, 35, 38 

4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 13, 16, 21, 24 

32, 31, 29, 26, 27, 24, 25, 21, 16 

5, 9, 12, 13, 16, 21, 26, 29, 32, 38, 39 

5, 9, 13, 16, 12, 21, 26, 29, 32, 38, 39, 
37 

5, 9, 13, 16, 26, 21, 27, 29 

39, 43, 46, 48, 29, 31, 34, 14 



Pupil 

Ch * 
Ci * 
Cj * 
Ck * 
Cl * 
Cm * 
Cn 

Co * 
Cp * 
Cq 

Cr * 

Cs 

Ct 

Cu 

Cv 

Cw 

ex 
Cy 

Cz 

Da 

Db 

De 
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APPENDIX C (continued) 

Pseudonym Behavior Problems 

4, 9, 11, 13, 16, 18, 39, 42, 49, 46 

8, 13, 18, 20, 21, 26, 34, 35, 38 

46, 47, 49, 42, 41, 40, 5, 13 

20, 24, 29, 32, 34, .38, 42, 43, 41 

6, 4, 7, 3, 9, 12, 13, 15, 18 

20, 26, 41, 47, 26, 23, 14 

8, 6, 5 

15, 17, 18, 21, 20, 34 

5, 16, 17, 35, 38, 49, 45 

32, 20 

16, 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 17, 21, 24, 
26, 27 

16, 13, 14 

. 44, ;30, 7, 29 

16, 12, 5, 14, 17, 26, 32, 41 

22, 23, 38, 41 

29, 28, 25, 24 

14, 17, 4 

10, 14, 26 

39, 38, 43 

29, 20, 4 

12, 14, 3 

26, 21, 29 
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