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Introduction

Project Description

Ivanhoe is a small, rural community located in Southwest
Virginia near Cripple Creek, which enters the New River in the
Blue Ridge Mountains.  One of the most notable community orga-
nizations within Ivanhoe is the Ivanhoe Civic League (ICL). The ICL
was organized in 1986 when the people in the community came
together to protest the proposed sale of the Industrial Park on New
River. In the beginning the ICL’s main purpose was to recruit an
industry for Ivanhoe. Now several years later they strive to educate
themselves so they can better nurture and develop the community
utilizing their own resources - Ivanhoe citizens.1

After using a Wythe County property as park space for
nearly a decade and a half, the ICL was recently deeded the land.
The ICL now plans to develop a formal master plan for the space,
known to the community as Jubilee Park.

Jubilee Park is a 14.9 acre tract of land, bounded on one
side by New River and flanked on another side by the New River
Trail.  The park currently has a covered shelter (known as Jubilee
Shelter), an open dance area, a few horseshoe pits, a beach
volleyball court, a concession stand, the foundation for a restroom
facility, and a dilapidated horse show area that was formerly
rented by a private organization.

The following is a list of activities that the ICL desires to
cultivate and accommodate through the development of Jubilee
Park.  These activities were addressed in the creation of the
master plan:
• Equestrian activities (horseshoe grounds, horse bed and

breakfast)
• Youth health and fitness (walking trail and track; other fitness

elements)
• Family-oriented activities (playground, picnic tables, additional

horseshoe pits and volleyball)
• Community gatherings (enlarged dance area at Jubilee Shel-

ter)
• Respite and reflection (meditation garden; riverwalk)
• Camping (tent camping; shower/bath facilities; possible camper

hookups)

After the initial meeting with the ICL, the following additional program-
matic items were added to the list of things to be considered in the
development of the master plan for the site:

• Area for “camping in the rough” - tent camping
• Hook ups for other types of camping
• Meditation garden with the Jubilee Scripture carved into a stone
• More horseshoe pits
• Enlarge dance area

Looking from the existing band stand out
toward the existing softball field

(L to R) Restroom foundation, concession
building (white), and bandstand on western
1/2 of site

Wooded edge of property between site and
New River Trail

New River Trail and trail right-of-way
located adjacent to the site

1 Information taken from http://wythe.pcsos.com/t-ivan.htm
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• Move horse show area; enlarge and upgrade  to show standards
• Playground near the shelter
• Walking trail/track - will combine with a grant proposal from Nike

(young people related to losing weight)
• Keep the area near Jubilee Shelter as a community area with

picnic tables for family gatherings and weekend picnics

The Design Center prepared a conceptual campus master
plan for Jubilee Park that designated spaces for the aforementioned
activities.  The Design Center worked with the Ivanhoe Civic League
and members of the Ivanhoe community to ensure the master plan
meets the needs of the park users.

Products for the project included a conceptual master plan for
the park, supporting sketches, a short supporting report, and a CD
with digital files of final drawings and the final report.
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Site Information

Jubilee Park is located adjacent to the small
community of Ivanhoe, just off State Road 94
(Ivanhoe Road). The park is located at the edge of
Wythe and Carroll Counties.  There are about 600
people in the surrounding areas that could potentially
benefit from this park, though its primary user group
is envisioned to be the Ivanhoe Community and
others drawn in by events hosted there.

The park is bordered on one side by the New
River and most of the site sits in a flood plain.   Ac-
cording to local residents, the water frequently rises
up to the riparian area bordering the riverbank, but
has risen up to the stage in the park only once in their
lifetime.  Access to the park is from State Road 94
down a connecting road that travels under the New
River Valley Trail. The 15 acre tract of land starts at
the fence post marked Game and Inland Fisheries,
owners of the adjacent property.  The New River Trail
edges the park opposite the New River. The back
edge of the park ends at a fence adjacent to private
property.

Location of Wythe & Carroll Counties

Location of Ivanhoe as related to surrounding roads

Position of Ivanhoe as related to surrounding major highways
and towns

mapquest.com
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Summary of Design Process
The project began with a meeting and luncheon at the Civic

League where Maxine Waller, President of the Ivanhoe Civic League
(ICL) and primary contact for the project, introduced the CDAC team
to other members of the ICL.  ICL members expressed their ideas for
the design of the park to the CDAC team, explaining both how the
park was currently used and how they envisioned using the park in the
future. After this initial meeting, the CDAC team proceeded to the site
and began conducting an inventory and analysis of current site condi-
tions.  Part of this analysis included on site spot verification of topogra-
phy since only a 20 foot contour USGS map could be obtained.  This
process gave the CDAC team a chance to formulate ideas based on
current location and existing elements, taking into account the place-
ment of the property in the floodplain.

With the existing conditions and site analysis information at
hand, the CDAC team returned to Ivanhoe for a community meeting to
brainstorm ideas for desired uses for the site. The participants broke
into groups to discuss their ideas with the CDAC team members.
These ideas were recorded on flip charts and in turn presented to the
entire group at the end of the meeting.  The CDAC team came away
with a good idea of what it was that the residents wanted and ex-
pected out of the park.

From the ideas from this meeting, the CDAC team developed
two preliminary design concepts for Jubilee Park.  These designs
were shown to the community at another meeting.  Changes were
made based on the comments received.  The CDAC team left with the
task of refining the plan into one final conceptual master plan.

The CDAC team consulted with Professor Wendy Jacobson, a
Landscape Architecture Professor at Virginia Tech and avid horse-
woman, regarding the design for the horse arena, the stables, and
vehicular circulation for vehicles towing horse trailers.  Some changes
were made to the plan based on Professor Jacobson’s input.  The
CDAC team also researched horse and RV camping to gather infor-
mation on the manner in which sites should be laid out, their size, and
other elements that needed consideration.

After completing this research and doing case studies of other
parks and campgrounds, analyzing their design and success, the
CDAC team prepared the final conceptual master plan for Jubilee
Park.  This master plan was presented to the ICL in August 2005.  The
final master plan was dry mounted and laminated in time for display at
the community’s annual Jubilee Festival, held at the park.  This final
report was prepared to document the design process and aid the ICL
in the implementation of the master plan.

Team member Lew Holloway standing on the
banks of the New River

Looking toward existing horse stables and
arena

Looking toward New River Trail from
incoming road

Previous site entrance road; closed by
county and no longer used
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Site Inventory and Analysis
Existing Conditions

The CDAC design team made multiple trips to the site to
understand its features and determine its strengths and potential
design constraints.  The site is nestled snugly between the New
River to the east and the New River Trail to the west.  Views to the
New River are afforded at several spots along the riverbank
during the spring and summer, and at many more places during
the fall and winter, as the leaves begin to fall from the trees.  A
beautiful rock bluff can be seen when looking across the river.
There are also open views along the southern edge of the site,
across the open space owned by the Industrial Development
Authority of Carroll County to a semi-wooded site owned by the
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries.

There are several existing structures on the park property,
including a covered stage and an adjacent dance floor area, a
concessions stand; older stables in need of repair, the foundation
for a restroom, fencing, light poles, and a dugout for the existing
softball field.  Also currently  found on site are a sand volleyball
court, some evergreen plantings near the stage, and a row of
dogwood trees along the fence line.  A few oak trees are also
scattered around the stage area.

The current high use areas include the stage/dance floor,
concession stands, and the softball field.  The entire park is highly
used during the community’s annual Jubilee Festival that occurs in
the late summer.

Analysis

Two potential constraints that were identified during the
inventory/analysis process were the site’s proximity to the New
River and how that related to floodplain construction limitations
and the possibility of the presence of archeological artifacts on
site.  The CDAC team contacted both Carroll and Wythe Counties
to determine limitations of building a park within the floodplain.
There were slight variations per county, but the general guiding
element was the location of the 100-year flood plain.  No major
built structures should be sited within this floodplain.  The location
of the 100-year floodplain as it relates to the project site can be
seen on the 11x17 site analysis handout on the page 11.

The CDAC team also made contact with Tom Klatka,
Southwest Virginia Regional Archaeologist for the Virginia De-
partment of Historic Resources regarding a study that suggested
the site once served as an Indian camp for a significant period of
time.  Mr. Klatka reported back to the CDAC team that the De-
partment of Historic Resources has records of two archaeological
sites in the vicinity of the proposed park. However, he was not
sure if either of the recorded sites falls within the boundaries of the

Looking through existing trees and brush
toward the New River

Existing stage and dance floor

Looking from boundary bank across the
New River

Looking toward site from river side; new
road on left, old road on right
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park.  Since no further details could be found, the design team
proceeded with the design process.  A copy of the correspon-
dence with Mr. Klatka can be found in Appendix C.

The 11x17 pullout on the following page graphically docu-
ments the intensity of current uses, identifies 100 year floodplain,
highlights key views, shows site’s relationship to the New River as
well as the New River Trail, documents general areas of slope
(only topographic information available was USGS quad maps),
and identifies adjacent landowners and land uses.
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Preliminary Designs

Participatory Workshop

On January 13, 2005, the CDAC design team visited the
community and met with members of the Ivanhoe Civic League
(ICL) to brainstorm ideas for the site.  From this meeting it was
learned that the community is very interested in rodeos and the ICL
wants a regulation size rodeo arena. They also want 20-40 double
horse stalls for housing visiting participants’ horses.

Other items of interest for the park were two regulation-size
volleyball courts. There are currently two on the site but they need
to be upgraded. Workshop participants also expressed an interest
in having two regulation size horseshoe pits. Workshop attendees
discussed the possibility of siting ten RV camping areas with
hook-ups for water and electricity.  County water is currently easily
accessible to hook into but they will need to site and install at least
one other in-ground septic system. The workshop participants also
expressed an interest in tent camping close to the river. They plan
to maintain the existing boundary line by Jubilee Stage. It was
noted in times past, the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
(DG&IF) had approached the ICL, asking that they add canoe
docks to the river’s edge.  The ICL is open to the idea but would
need funding support to augment costs of construction and instal-
lation. Maxine Waller mentioned the addition of a skate park for
the neighborhood children.

The ICL and other workshop participants desire to develop
Jubilee Park in stages.  Three stages of development were laid
out for the CDAC design team:
Stage 1 - refine softball field; clear out scrubby vegetation down to
the river
Stage 2 - develop horseshoe pits and tent camping
Stage 3 - develop horse arena

There was also mention of the possibility of creating a new
recreation center off of State Road 94 and moving the ICL building
out to that location.

Map presented at initial meeting

Team member Lew Holloway (R) discusses
options with residents

Neighborhood children give input into plan
to include a skate park

Members of the community meet to discuss
options for the park
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Preliminary Conceptual Design
Alternatives

The initial preliminary design work for this project was
performed after meeting with members of the Ivanhoe Civic
League.  This initial meeting, using cut-outs of some of the sizes of
requested elements for the park, allowed the member’s to get a
real sense of the size of the park and what would and would not fit.
With feedback from this discussion in mind, the CDAC design
team returned to Blacksburg to begin two potential design options.
Two preliminary conceptual design alternatives were crafted and
then presented to the Ivanhoe Community for review and com-
ment.

As a whole, both preliminary conceptual design alternatives
seek to provide for the numerous uses that were discussed in the
initial meeting.  Clear differences in the two alternatives could be
seen when presented to the larger community.  These differences
helped the Ivanhoe residents to focus in on what they most desired
for the site and gave them a variety of choices.

Meeting attendees look at sketches of
preliminary design amenities

Maxine Waller (standing) discusses a
poster depicting skateboard park amenities

Community residents listen to presentation
of preliminary designs

Design Team member Lew Holloway (L)
discusses options with community
members
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Preliminary Conceptual Plan A

Preliminary Conceptual Plan A focuses on placing the
multitude of uses outlined by the community onto the site in a
functional manner.  This proved somewhat difficult considering the
number of uses outlined by the community and their size con-
straints.  Nonetheless, the site did provide some substantial
opportunities.  The topography of the site was considered first and
foremost: clearly the river and its floodplain play a dominant role in
the makeup of the site.  There are however, three distinct regions
on the site; the area closest to the river, a middle ground which
makes up the one hundred year flood plain, and finally a smaller
knoll farthest from the river which provides the only area truly out of
the flood plain.  To protect the only new structures proposed for the
site, the horse stables were located on this knoll.  This decision
formed the backbone for the design along with the existing Jubilee
Park facilities.

The horse ring and softball field were then fitted into the
remaining space on the master plan.  This allowed for an adjust-
ment to be made to the entrance road and associated parking.  A
concern brought to bear here was how to allow easy access for
larger trailers that require greater turning radii and road widths.
Dead-end parking was avoided, thus the inclusion of the circle at
the far end of the entrance drive.  This design was also intended to
provide handicapped access to the new children’s playground,
volleyball and horseshoe courts, skate park, and the Jubilee stage.
The skate park, horseshoe pits, and new children’s play area were
arranged to give each the space they needed without making it
difficult for the associated parents to congregate and still easily
keep their children in sight.

The final area of design interest was the riverside itself.
Here the construction and building opportunities were limited
because of the imminent threat of flooding, thus low impact use
was perceived as the most appropriate solution.  This included
primitive camping, which could be made available to both boaters
on the New River and those travelers using the New River Trail.
Another element designed for this area was the meditation gar-
den.  Although detail design for the garden would obviously have to
take into consideration the possibility of flooding, the proximity to
the river was important for the success of this element, not only for
the views of the river and the opposite bank, which has some
wonderful rock formations, but for the soothing sound that the
running water creates.  It seemed practical to also include a boat
ramp in this area.  The river is a source of recreation for the com-
munity and for visitors, and with the parking already being pro-
vided by the other needs of the park, this use fit in nicely.

View of existing horse barn and arena

View from entrance toward stage and dance
floor

Wooded area next to the New River where
possible camp sites could be located

View of existing softball field and riparian
buffer
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Preliminary Conceptual Plan B

The concept behind Preliminary Conceptual Plan B is to
create a park that incorporates all of the amenities designated in the
original Jubilee Park Conceptual Master Plan narrative while giving
special attention to the horse arena area and making the park acces-
sible to large horse carrying vehicles. The park will accommodate 20
such vehicles with a road pattern that makes it easy to enter and exit
parking spaces. There is also a parking lot for those who wish to take
advantage of the softball field, the skate park, the playground, the
campgrounds, and the stage and dance floor when activities for this
facility are planned. This parking lot will hold 66 cars.

There are eight single camping sites and one group site that
are nestled among the trees next to the river. Since the site lies in the
flood plain, camping sites will be designated by wooden borders with
small gravel infill to tolerate flooding. There are four horseshoe pits
bordering the two volleyball playing fields and a large playground with
a prefabricated play structure seated in mulch and surrounded by a
wooden border. The two volleyball courts will remain in their current
locations, with minor upgrades suggested, and a skatepark will run
perpendicular to these featuring a variety of skate challenges. The
softball field will be repositioned to face north for sun considerations
and will have bleachers on both sides.

The horse ring is 142’ x 154’ and is surrounded by prefabri-
cated fencing. It also has bleacher seating. The horse stalls back up
against the treeline next to the New River Trail and will accommodate
40 horses with a ten foot walkway between stalls. Parking for RVs
and horse trailers is on an angle and allows for pulling in and pulling
out without backing. There are two bathroom facilities and a refresh-
ment stand, plus benches all over the park for visitors to use.

The entrance road to the park follows the current path, with a
few minor adjustments and ends at the river with room for parking for
those planning to launch boats at the new boat dock. To link the park
to the trail, there are steps constructed especially deep for horses so
park visitors may ride their horses on the trail if they choose or trail
riders may stop and visit at Jubilee Park.
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Final Design

Final Conceptual Master Plan Description

The Final Conceptual Master Plan was the result of a
series of dialogues between the ICL and CDAC staff.  Through the
course of the project, the equestrian component of the park rose to
the top as a priority for both the ICL and Ivanhoe community resi-
dents.  Because of floodplain issues as well as spatial constraints
of the site, the CDAC team chose to refine the list of program-
matic items to be included in the master plan.  The RV camp sites
were removed from the final master plan.  The CDAC team feels
this item could be added should the ICL ever acquire the adjacent
property owned by the Industrial Authority of Carroll County.

In the Final Conceptual Master Plan, park visitors will enter
the park through an improved roadway, sited in the same location
as the existing gravel drive.  Park visitors will be greeted by an
entry sign and plantings at the edge of the property.  The CDAC
team also recommends the addition of park signage along Route
94 to improve wayfinding for first-time park visitors.

After entering the park, visitors will have two parking op-
tions, depending on their recreational objective.  For those inter-
ested in visiting the horse area, accessing the New River, or
walking along the edge of the riverbank on a trail, a parking lot is
situated on the southern side of the site.  For visitors with horse
trailers, a separate entrance, forking off the main entry road, is
provided for pull-through drop-off of horses.  Pull-through parking
is also sited on the southern edge of the site, for visitors pulling
trailers.

For park visitors interested in softball, volleyball, horse-
shoes, or in utilizing the playground, skatepark, or bandstand, a
separate parking area is provided on the northern half of the site.
This lot also provides visitors with access to the riverbank trail.
This trail loops around the Jubilee Park site, affording park visitors
safe pedestrian circulation and exercise opportunities.  Access to
the New River Trail, which borders Jubilee Park, is also provided.
Some additional trees are proposed on the southern edge of the
site near the old pump house.  The ICL could consider creating a
small arboretum by planting a variety of appropriate tree species
along the trail.

 The horse stables and arena  were placed near the back
of the site, siting them on the site’s high point.  Fifty double loaded
horse stalls are proposed.  These stables would serve the park
during equestrian events.  They could also be utilized for horse-
back riders on the New River Trail who desire to camp overnight

Community members make notes during
final presentation

Design Team member Sherry Roser (L)
discusses final design

Residents look at final designs for the park
and the memorial garden

Design Team member Sherry Roser (R)
shows final conceptual design
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at the park.  Both the horse arena and softball field are regulation
size fields, making Jubilee Park an excellent venue for tourna-
ments and horse shows.  Bleachers, an additional concession
stand, box office, and restrooms are also proposed in conjuction
with the horse arena

Several improvements are proposed along the
northern edge of the site as well.  The existing dance floor is
expanded to afford more room for dancing and other events.  A
picnic shelter is proposed adjacent to the playground and volley-
ball courts.  This covered shelter would serve as an excellent place
for Sunday picnickers, family get-togethers, children’s birthday
parties, and daily park visitors who desire a covered respite.

Additional respite and reflection opportunities are provided
on the site as well.  Fourteen tent camping pads are nestled within
the wooded area along the New River.  These camping pads
could be utilized by community residents, New River Trail users
taking an overnight trip, girl scout and boy scout groups, or any
other organization the ICL identifies.

The horse stables and arena were placed near the back of
the site, siting them on the site’s high point.  Fifty double loaded
horse stalls are proposed.  These stables would serve the park
during equestrian events.  They could also be utilized for horse-
back-riders on the New River Trail who desire to camp overnight
at the park.  Both the horse arena and softball field are regulation
size fields, making Jubilee Park an excellent venue for tourna-
ments and horse shows.

The final component of the Conceptual Master Plan for
Jubilee Park is the meditation garden, located along the riverbank,
and designed in honor of M.H. Waller, whose vision and efforts
contributed much to the initiation of this project.

11x17 graphic illustrations of both the Final Conceptual
Master Plan and a site scale design for the meditation garden can
be found on the following pages.



Final Conceptual Master Plan
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Conclusion
The community of Ivanhoe is very blessed to have such

energetic and dedicated residents committed to the preservation
and enhancement of their community and its members.  The
Ivanhoe Civic League (ICL) is an embodiment of these qualities
and the CDAC design team hopes that Jubilee Park will be one of
the best settings for its display.  The conceptual master plan for
Jubilee Park provides guidance for short-term improvement
efforts as well as a long-term vision for a community asset and
gathering space.
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Boltonia asteroides
http://ncnatural.com/wildflwr/cohosh.html

Appendix A: Suggested Plant
List for Wet Places
Flowers:
Astilbe (False Spirea)

The fern like foliage and the showy plume flowers of False Spirea
make them a favorite summer flowering perennial. The flower
plumes which appear in June and into July come in a variety of
colors ranging from pink, white, red and purple. The most common
varieties grow to a height of about a foot and a half. Plants prefer
moist soil except during exceptionally wet winter months and
tolerate full to part shade.

Astrantia major (Masterwort)

Perennials with true exotic grace thanks to their palm-shaped
foliage and decorative blooms. They like moist or boggy soil and
full sun and can grow to a height of 30”. They also offer an ex-
tremely long flowering period from mid-summer into autumn.

Boltonia asteroides (Snowbank)

A summer blooming plant that loves moisture. Resembles a dainty
aster with billows of flowers. Can be found in varieties of white,
pink, and violet shades. Grow in full sun. A native American plant
that can reach 3-5 feet tall.

Astilbe
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/astilbe.html

Astrantia Major ‘Snowstar’

http://plants.thompson-morgan.com/uk/en/
product/7104/1?RA=tiscali

Astrantia Major ‘Roma’

http://plants.thompson-morgan.com/uk/en/
product/7063/1?RA=tiscali
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Cimicifuga racemosa (Bugbane or Black Cohosh)

North American native plant with 5 to 6 foot tall flower. White flower
spikes are a distinctive mid-summer accent to any shady or part
shade space. Growth can be rampant so spring division is
suggested.

Coreopsis verticillata (Threadleaf Coreopsis)

Grows very well in wetter gardens. Likes having wet feet. Flower
for a long period of time (almost all summer) and are hardy.

Filipendula purpurea ‘Elegans’ (Pink Meadowsweet)

A bold, striking plant. Showy, large white flower heads with red
antlers. Attractive, large 6-pointed, maple-like leaves with similar,
smaller leaves on the flower stems. Fades to light pink as blooms
age. Average height 24”, part sun/shade.

Hemerocallis (Daylily)
Blooms in midsummer and is very hardy. Will grow almost any-
where. ‘Stella d’Oro’ is a good everblooming variety. There are
many different varieties to choose from.

Filipendula purpurea ‘Elegans’
http://www.bethchatto.co.uk/
plant%20portraits%20f/
filipendula%20purpurea%20'elegans'.html

Coreopsis verticillata
Copyright @ 1997 Alice B. Russell.
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/
consumer/factsheets/perennials/images/
coreove2.htm

Cimicifuga racemosa
http://www.naturehills.com/new/product/
perennialsdetails.aspx?prodid=1383

Hemerocallis
(Jarvis 2003)
http://www.ofts.com/bill/daylily.html
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Hosta (Hosta)

Thrives in the damp, shady garden. Hostas are easy to grow,
shade tolerant, herbaceous perennials. Hostas are grown mainly
for their beautiful foliage. Hosta leaves come in a wide range of
shapes, colors, sizes, and textures.

Lobelia fulgens ‘Queen Victoria’ (Queen Victoria Cardinal
Flower)

A hybrid of Mexican Cardinal flower, with the same easy care
disposition. HUMMINGBIRDS love its bright, rich scarlet flowers.
Will only take sun if soil is very moist or wet in summer (but well-
drained or dry in winter). Average moisture in shade. Vigorous
grower. Height 24-36”, sun, part shade, shade.

Miscanthus sinensis ‘Morning Light’ (Japenese Silver Grass)

Clump forming ornamental grass with reed-like stems and leaves
that are narrow and arch to the ground. The flower heads are puffy
plumes that form in late summer to fall. Most species are moder-
ately frost hardy. Miscanthus sinensis ‘Morning Light’ has leaves
that have a narrow band of clear white on the leaf margins, causing
them to appear silver from a distance. The foliage grows 4 to 5
feet tall, with flowers 5 to 6 feet tall. The flowers emerge a reddish-
bronze color and dry to a fluffy cream.

Monarda didyma (Bee Balm)

A beautiful, perennial, bright red flower that grows in dense clus-
ters, flowering from July to late August. It is a member of the mint
family and grows 3 to 4 feet tall. This herbaceous plant is best in
full sun but tolerates light shade and prefers moist soil.

Miscanthus sinensis ‘Morning Light’
Magnolia Gardens Nursery © 1999-2005
http://www.magnoliagardensnursery.com/
productdescrip/Miscanthus_Morning.html

Lobelia fulgens ‘Queen Victoria’
http://www.geocities.com/RainForest/Vines/
7025/lobelia_fulgens.html

Monarda didyma
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/
screensaver/DDG/epix.html

Hosta
http://www.pal-metto.com/hosta/
hostapics3.html
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Osmunda cinnamonmea (Cinnamon Fern)

Prefers swamps, streambanks, and shores and can grow to a
height of 2-5’. This native fern does well in part to full shade.
Separate spore-bearing, stiff, fertile fronds appear in early spring,
quickly turning brown. This gives the plant the appearance of
having cinnamon sticks poking up through the center, thus the
name.

Osmunda regalis (Royal Fern)

This perennial fern prefers wet soil along river banks and can grow
to 2-5’ tall. It is unusual in that it forms new fertile fronds in autumn,
and not in spring or summer as is common in most ferns. Best in
light shade.

Physostegia virginiana (Obedient Plant)

Fine blooming garden plant that will thrive in damp spots. These
plants are rampant spreaders with showy pink and violet flower
spikes. Herbaceous perennial with a height of 3 to 4 feet.

Tradescantia (SpiderWort)

This plant is a winner in a damp garden. It blooms almost all
summer. Available in several colors - from whites through shades
of purple and light pink. Approximately 30” tall for sun or light
shade.

Osmunda regalis
© Janet Nova
http://www.ct-botanical-society.org/ferns/
osmundarega.html

Osmunda cinnamonmea
© Janet Novac
http://www.ct-botanical-society.org/ferns/
osmundacinn.html

Physostegia virginiana
http://www.mobot.org/gardeninghelp/images/
low/G620-0901020.jpgTradescantia

© Paul Rebmann
http://2bnthewild.com/plants/H299.htm
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Shrubs
Amelanchier arborea (Serviceberry)

Downy serviceberry is a native deciduous, early-flowering, large
shrub or small tree which typically grows 15-25' tall in cultivation
but can reach 40' in the wild Features 5-petaled, showy, slightly
fragrant, white flowers in drooping clusters which appear before
the leaves emerge in early spring. Flowers give way to small,
round green berries which turn red and finally mature to a dark
purplish-black in early summer. Can take partial shade or full sun
and is attractive to birds and other wildlife.

Aronia arbutifolia (Red Chokeberry)

Deciduous, slow-growing shrub that reaches a height of about 40-
60’. Tolerates a variety of soil types and prefers sun to partial
shade. Bears bright red fruit that persists into winter.

Clethra alnifolia (Sweet Pepperbush)

Native deciduous shrub that grows 3-8’ in height. Called the sweet
pepperbush for its sweet spicy fragrance that perfumes the garden
during its flowering time with creamy white spikes July to Septem-
ber. Can take full sun or part shade.

Ilex glabra (Inkberry Holly)

Native evergreen shrub with small rounded foliage, grows 6-8’ tall.
Its berries are a deep purple- black and less significant than other
holly varieties and does not require a pollinator. It is one of the few
evergreen shrubs that can thrive in a wet site. Full sun or part
shade.

Amelanchier arborea
http://www.hort.uconn.edu/plants/a/amearb/
amearb1.html

Arnoia arbutifolia
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/
consumer/factsheets/trees-new/
aronia_arbutifolia.html

Clethra alnifolia
http://greenwoodnursery.com/page.cfm/
31706

Ilex glabra
© Mike Baker
http://www.mikebaker.com/plants/
Ilex_glabra.html
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Itea virginica
http://www.duke.edu/~cwcook/trees/itvi.html

Ilex verticillata (Winterberry Holly)
A native attention grabber in December for humans and song-
birds. Likes partial shade to full sun and grows 3-15’ tall but many
cultivars are available that vary in height. Need male and female
plants to produce berries. Buy one male and surround it with
females that will produce the berries. Once the leaves fall off
you’re left with a beautiful display of red berries that will last til
mid-winter.

Itea virginica (Virginia Sweetspire)

A rare medium-sized shrub of streambanks and other moist
habitats. Fairly common as an ornamental. This deciduous shrub
grows to a height of 3-5’ and prefers full sun to partial shade.
Prefers moist, humus rich soils, but tolerates a wide range of soil
conditions. Features fragrant, tiny white flowers borne in cylindri-
cal, drooping racemes (3-6" long) which cover the shrub with
bloom in early summer.

Salix discolor (Pussy Willow)

This large shrub prefers swamps, fens, stream banks, floodplains,
marsh borders, ditches and other wet habitat. A small willow
native to eastern North America it has grayish leaves and silky
catkins that come before the leaves. The large, fuzzy, silvery
catkins open in late winter or very early spring. Can grow to a
height of 15-18’.

Sambucus callicarpa (Red Elderberry)

Shrub to small tree, 3-15’ tall, with a strong, characteristic odor.
White to creamy flowers in rounded or pyramidal cluster and
bright red berrylike drupes. Can be found in streambanks,
swampy thickets, moist clearings and shaded forests.

Ilex verticillata
http://www.pottedliners.com/article_9.htm

Salix discolor
http://www.mnpower.com/treebook/
fact101.html

Sambucus callicarpa
© W.L. Wagner. Courtesy of Smithsonian Institution,
Dept. of Systematic Biology, Botany.
http://plants.usda.gov/cgi_bin/
topics.cgi?earl=plant_profile.cgi&symbol=SARA2
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Sambucus canadensis ‘Aurea’
http://www.mobot.org/gardeninghelp/
plantfinder/Plant.asp?code=F460

Sambucus canadensis ‘Aurea’ (American Elderberry)

Grow in average, medium wet to wet, well-drained soil in full sun to
part shade. Best golden foliage color in full sun. Tolerates wide
range of soils, but prefers moist, humus soils. This deciduous
shrub typically grows 5-12' tall. Effective in shrub borders. Prefers
full sun to partial shade.

Viburnum lantanoides (Viburnum alnifolium) (hobblebush)

This straggly shrub has beautiful bronze-red or purple autumn
coloration and is used by wildlife for food and cover. It also fea-
tures fragrant, flat-topped clusters of small, white flowers, the outer
flowers larger than the inner ones. Grows 3-5’ in height.

Viburnum lantanoides
© David Ransaw
http://www.enature.com/flashcard/
show_flash_card.asp?recordNumber=TS0234
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Trees
Betula nigra (River Birch)

River birch can grow 50 to 90 feet tall but is often seen 40 to 50
feet. Features strongly peeling bark in shades of cream, cinnamon
brown and red brown; yellow fall color. Full sun or partial shade.

Carpinus caroliniana (American Hornbeam)

Crisp, green summer foliage; smooth gray bark and branches with
a sinewy or muscled appearance; red-orange fall color. Can grow
50-60’ tall. Full sun to shade; best in moist soils.

Fraxinus pennsylvanica (Green Ash)

Common fast growing woodland tree well known for its adaptabil-
ity. This native tree can grow to 60’ tall when found in the open.
Tolerant to potential stress, full sun or partial shade.

Betula nigra
http://www.cnr.vt.edu/dendro/dendrology/
syllabus/factsheet.cfm?ID=13

Carpinus caroliniana
http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/treeselector/
index_tree.cfm?id=25

Fraxinus pennsylvanica
http://www.ohiodnr.com/forestry/Education/
ohiotrees/ashgreen.htm
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Platanus occidentalis
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/
consumer/factsheets/trees-new/
platanus_occidentalis.html

Platanus occidentalis (American Sycamore)

This fast growing, deciduous tree can reach the height 80 feet and
60 feet wide under urban conditions, but much larger in the wild.
Very adaptable to a wide variety of soils including moist soils. Will
tolerate sun or partial shade.  Each has thin bark that flakes which
gives the trunks a mottled appearance with irregular brown, gray,
white and green patches.

Quercus palustris (Pin Oak)

This deciduous, native, large shade tree can grow to be 80-100’
tall and has a medium to rapid growth rate. Tolerates moist to wet
soil and full sun. Has glossy green leaves with showy scarlet color
in the fall. Likes full sun and leaves may persist into winter.

Populus deltoides (Eastern Cottonwood)

Native, deciduous, wide-spreading tree with a fast growth rate,
from 80-100’ tall. Prefers wet soils and full sun, but can tolerate
drought.

Quercus palustris
© Scott Biggs
http://www.hcs.ohio-state.edu/images/
cd0669/jpeg/cd0669-97.jpeg

Populus deltoides
© Gary Falless
http://www.uwgb.edu/biodiversity/herbarium/
trees/popdel_aspect01_web400gf.jpg
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Appendix B: Riparian Buffers
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While these fact sheets were written specifically for the Connecticut
River Watershed, the information contained herein still applies to
the general creation of a riparian buffer and can be used in Virginia
as well.
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Photographic Examples of Plants for
Riparian Buffers

Blue Flag Button Bush

Chokeberry Common Elderberry

Images taken from http://www.fxbrowne.com/html/riparian%20buffers.htm
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Great  Lobelia Meadowsweet

Monkeyflower Pickerleweed

Images taken from http://www.fxbrowne.com/html/riparian%20buffers.htm
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Red Chokeberry Yellow Iris

Winterberry Turtlehead

Images taken from http://www.fxbrowne.com/html/riparian%20buffers.htm
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Steeplebush

Image taken from http://www.fxbrowne.com/html/riparian%20buffers.htm
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Appendix C: Correspondence
with the Department of
Historic Resources

March 2, 2005

Kim,

Based on your description of the location for the proposed park and the map you forwarded, I can only report that
the Department of Historic Resources has records of two archaeological sites in the vicinity of the proposed park. 
However, I am not sure if either of the recorded sites falls within the boundaries of the park.  Attached is a jpeg of
part of the Austinville quadrangle map illustrating the locations of the two recorded sites.  (The sites are polygons
filled with cross hachure marks.)

The northern site in Wythe County is designated 44WY0005, while the southern site in Carroll County is designated
44CA0032.  The site is Wythe County was identified in the early 1960s by Gilly Holland and it was briefly
mentioned in his report, “An Archaeological Survey of Southwest Virginia,” published in 1963 by the Smithsonian
Institution.  The site in Carroll County was recorded in 1974 after two Carroll County residents reported the site to
the Department of Historic Resources.  Neither site has been investigated in detail by professional archaeologists. 
Based on the information at hand, we can say that each site is a prehistoric Native American village that dates to the
Late Woodland Period (A.D. 1000-1600).  While both sites have been partially disturbed by modern land use and
development, it is likely that each possesses a degree of significance. 

It is also possible, and probable, that other archaeological sites exist in the area depicted on the attached jpeg.  If
additional sites exist in this area then they have not yet been recorded with the Department of Historic Resources.

Let me know if you require any additional information,

Tom Klatka
Southwest Virginia Regional Archaeologist
Virginia Department of Historic Resources

1030 Penmar Ave, SE
Roanoke, VA 24013
phone: 540-857-6047
fax: 540-857-7588
email: tom.klatka@dhr.virginia.gov
web: www.dhr.virginia.gov

Austinville USGS Quadrangle map illustrating location of
the two recorded sites
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