ANNUAL REPORT 

(October 1,2007-September 30, 2008)

I. Executive Summary

The study continued conversing with men and women in the study site  constituting as data sets that were analyzed using the Semio-Greimas Narrative Theory. The emerging frame that women and men accomplish their farm lives (that is, they order or organize their farm lives) in partnership continues to surface in the ongoing conversations with men and women in the field site. The emerging result  seems to negate the assumption that women's voice is muted in discourses that concern them such as ensuring the family well being. They mobilized actors and actants to accomplish their everyday farm lives. The technologies that are being introduced by TMPEGS particularly the indigenous vegetables and drip kits are seen as allies that would make a difference in their farm lives.

The principal investigator's visit to VirginiaTech in March 2008 and the holding of the Annual SANREM meeting in the Philippines in May 2008 proved to be beneficial in the  study as they situated the study within the overall frame of SANREM CRSP. 

II. Research Strategy and Development Objectives

The study hypothesizes that existing women organizations/networks linked by shared meaning systems will define women's participation in the vegetable-agroforestry (VAF) system. Narrative analysis is being used to answer the question what is/are the shared meaning systems through which Songco women organize their farm lives. Accounts are being analyzed using the Semio-Greimas Narrative Theory to derive narrative structures (that would tell Songco women's meaning systems). 

Understanding the way Songco women order/organize their farm lives is aimed at surfacing women's potential contribution and participation in the VAF system and providing insight on the nature of technology and policy to be put in place so women can participate equitably in the VAF system.

III. Research Progress by Objective

Critical Research Accomplishments: 

Conversations with Songco women and men (who participated in the Indigenous Vegetable Field Day as well as those farmers who are recipients of the IDE drip kit)  were recorded  in September 2007 and in April 2008. The recordings were later transcribed  and transcripts in the Visayan language were translated to English and then analyzed. The analysis was discussed with Mrs. Perla Binahon, representing Songco women during the SANREM Annual Meeting in Los Banos in May 2008.  Conversations with Songco women and men who will attend the Training Workshop on Integrated Vegetable Grafting Technology between 18 and 19 September 2008 will also be recorded and transcribed to thicken the qualitative description.
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The emerging frame that women and men accomplish their farm lives (that is, they order or organize their farm lives) in partnership continues to surface in the ongoing conversations with men and women in the field site. Human and nonhuman allies (constituting the network/partnership)  that are mobilized to accomplish farm lives include family, middlemen, employers, government and development agencies such as the Department of Agriculture and ICRAF, tribal land,  water,  plow,  capital, vegetables (tomato and eggplant),  fertilizer, truck, cellphone and abaca. Interestingly, new allies that are mobilized include seed  and drip kits given by SANREM. 

System Level:  

Community/watershed

Development Impact:

The emerging result  seems to negate the assumption that women's voice is muted in discourses that concern them such as ensuring the family well being. They mobilized actors and actants to accomplish their everyday farm lives. The technologies that are being introduced by TMPEGS particularly the indigenous vegetables and drip kits are seen as allies that would make a difference in their farm lives.

Challenges and Responses: 

Activities are undertaken as scheduled.

IV. Degree and Non-Degree Training Activities

Through the project, a BS Development Communication thesis student is being mentored on the qualitative approach to research. While the student's research is not SANREM-related, SANREM data is being used to illustrate how qualitative research can be done.

V. Publications, Presentations, and Other SANREM Products

The working paper on the meaning systems through which Songco women organize their farm lives is being drafted.
VI. Networking Activities

The principal investigator's visit in March 2008 to the SANREM office in VirginiaTech and the discussion with the Associate Program Director the program director of Women in International Development and main proponent of the SANREM CRSP Cross-Cutting Gender Research situated the study within the overall frame of SANREM CRSP particularly on how the study directly or indirectly address Research Question 6 (to wit, How do coalitions/networks arise? How are they sustained? How do they benefit people) of the SANREM Cross-Cutting Gender Research Proposal.
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Holding the Annual Meeting of the SANREM-CRSP in the Philippines between 26 and 29 May 2008 had become intellectually stimulating and provided an avenue for networking among fellow SANREM researchers. The presentation of Dr. Keith Moore on Networks during the Gender Researchers working dinner on 28 May 2008 has opened up and further possibilities for integrating/situating the study in the overall frame of SANREM -CRSP. The principal investigator also benefited from the compilation of materials distributed during the Gender Workshop on 29 May 2008, particularly the article “The Spaces of Actor-Network Theory” written by Jonathan Murdoch and the article “Network Framing of Pest Management Knowledge and Practice” written by Keith M. Moore. The principal investigator's study is precisely a study on Actor-Network Theory but situated in the organizational communication discipline.  

The possible academic exchange program between the North Carolina A&T University and the UP Open University, an offshoot of the TMPEGS Project,  has been further discussed in exchange visits by  the principal investagor to NCA&TSU also in March 2008 and  by Dr. Alton Thompson to UP Open University in May 2008.  

VII. Project Highlights

The emerging result suggests that women are active participants  in the many aspects of   their farm and economic lives negating the assumption that women's voice is muted in discourses that concern them. They mobilized actors and actants to accomplish their everyday farm lives. The technologies that are being introduced by TMPEGS particularly the indigenous vegetables and drip kits are seen as allies that would make a difference in their farm lives.

Prepared by JA Saludadez (Principal Investigator)
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