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JOY ITEM 

UPHOLSTER A CHEESE BOX 

Cheese box 

• approximately 2 yards - 45" material (l~ yards felt for bottom and 
inside lining): Some cheese boxes vary in size. Take measurements 
and make pattern before purchasing fabric. 

• padding, such as batting for quilts, 8 oz. package will do two 
cheeseboxes. 

• white glue. 
• plastic container with lid -- like a margarine tub. 
• paint brush (2") • 
• knob or handle you plan to use (wood drawer knob). 
• posterboard weight paper -- 1 large sheet. 
• corrugated board for inside of box lid and bottom of box. 
• scissors. 
• tack hammer and regular hammer. 
• clothes pins -- 10 or 12. 
• upholstery tacks -- small nails will do. 
• screw driver. 
• cardboard and something to cut it with. 

• tape measure. 
• staple gun and staples. 
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1. Repair box; sand off rough edges. 

2. Measure - LID: Top - diameter ------
Band - width 

length 

BOTTOM: diameter 
Band - length 

width 
Sides - length 

width 

------

3. Find center of lid top and drill hole for knob. 

4. Cut heavy paper (poster board) to fit width and length of bands. 

5. Cut corrugated cardboard to shape of lid and bottom of box. 

6. To pad box - use a diluted glue solution (~ glue and ~water) 
apply with a 2" paint brush 

7. Cut fabric 

Outside: Lightly pad lid top, and bottom sides from 
band to within l" of edge 

Inside: 

DO NOT PAD BANDS 

Lightly pad sides of box to within l" from 
top 
DO NOT PAD INSIDE LID 

Pad one side of each piece of corrugated cardboard 

LID: 

BOTTOM: 

Top (A) - Cut circle of fabric and diameter 
of top plus enough to cover ~ band 

Band (B) - Cut strip 3 times band width plus 
~" and the length plus l" 

Inside circle (C) (cardboard) - Cut l" - 2" 
larger than cardboard for ~-1" to turn under 

Sides (D) - Cut a strip on the bias that is 
2 times width of side plus 2" and the length 
plus l" 

Band (E) - Cut strip 3 times band width plus 
~" and the length plus l" 

Inside circle (F) - Cut 1-2" larger than card-
board for ~-1" to turn under 

-

-
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8. Covering Cheesebox: 
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LID: Top (A) Tack or staple fabric to back 
covering top of lid. 

Band (B) Place right side of fabric 
next to band (excess fabric extends 
toward top). Tack poster board strip 
to band. Pull fabric over cardboard 
and tack to inside of top. 

Add decorative knob. 

Cardboard circle (C) Cover padding with 
fabric. Glue fabric edges to side of 
cardboard that is not padded. Hold in 
place with clothespins until dry. 

Slip covered circle inside top with 
padded side up. (Tight fitting card-
board should stay in place). 

BOTTOM: Side (D) Tack to bottom band with wrong 
side next to box. Pull fabric over side 
of box and tack or staple to bottom. 

Band (E) Cover same as top band except 
pulling fabric to bottom for tacking. 

Cardboard circle (F) Cover same as top (C). 
Slip covered circle inside bottom with 
quilted side up. 

Felt - Cut circle diameter of bottom and 
glue on bottom to hide raw edges. 

Prepared by: Karen G. Culpepper 
Extension Agent 
Isle of Wight County Recommended by Katherine Habel 

Use your upholstered box for storing your collectables - a sewing box -
gift box to a friend or as a colorful accessory item. Your ideas for use: 
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Pattern Parts: 

Lid - Outside Lid - Inside 

B 

I D Bias 

[ E 

I A 

B 

c 

D 

E 

Top 

Top Band 

Top - inside circle 

Side 

Bottom - band 

F Bottom - inside circle 
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