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III. Type of Agriculture

Powhsaten county is locsted in the Kest Centrsl District of
Virginis. It is typical of the Pledmont sectio of Virginis.

The land in Powhsten county 1s gently rolling, vith elevetions
very'ng from 156-500 feet sbove ses level., The frost free
groving seeson is shout 190 deys extending from sbout April W0
to Uctober 25th. Annuel precipitetion is sround & inches., This
precipitation is fairly well distributed through out the yesr,
although serious droughbts sre sometinmes experienced during the
sumer groving sesson.

The county is bounded o the north by the Javes river
vhieh 1s the dividing line between Poviatan snd Goochlend. The
Appomettox river divides lowheten from Amelis county on the south,
The county joins Chesterfield on the ecst, snd Cumberlsnd on the

west. The county sest-Powhetan Courthouse is loceted in the cater

of the county, Jjust off U.5. Highwey 60, spproxisetely 30 miles

wvest of the Stite Cepitol of Richmond.

According to ‘he moet recent census figures, there are
396 ferms in Powhnten county. lend in ferms totel 80,152 scres
or 46.7% of the spyroximete land eree. The aversge size fsrm
is 202 scres.

Agriculture is the chief industry. Milk snd deiry ;roducts
ere the lesdin, source of farm income, snd sccounts for nesrly

50% of the totel. Cattle :nd coalves renk second in wvelue of




e
products eold, poultry end its products renk 'hird-with considersble
incresse showvn, perticulerly in the production «nd sele of epys,
Tobacco recounts for the laryest source of income from farm crope-
spyroximetely 170,000 pounds of Lo'weceo is produced and other

sgriculturel income would be from the sale of greain, bay, snd

L]
vegotailes, Forest product-pulp vood snd 8ev timber sre cleo

isportsent sources of fare income.
The use of moder' equipment snd lsbor ssving mechinery
is much in evidence in the county .Of the 396 ferms in the county
307 fermers uses a tots] of 459 tractors. Sixty-one ferms in the
county heve milking mschines snd electric milk coolers. GSeventy-
two ferms irn the county have grain combines, thirty-five corn
pleckers, ninety-nine ave pick-up ballers and forty-tuo luve
field forsge hsrvesters,
IV. Description of County Urpenisstion
Orpanizetions, heve to do with Agriculture in Fowhatasn
in Povhstan county are
1. County Ayriculturs] Boerd eonsisting of representstives
from the folloving comamittees:
Deity
Heef
As ronomy
Forestry
The County Farm Duresu
The Formers' Union

The Eyriten Club through its sgriculturs] committess.
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Eech of these orgsnizetions have s role to play in the
development of the syriculturs] progrem in the county,

The comodity commitees meet wit' the extension sgent for
the purpose of studing the county situstion es it relates to s
certain commodity. Thess committees sssist with ;lenning the
extensicn program for the county, end esrrylng out such plans es
denonstrations on certs!l: phuses of fars retivities.

The county ¥ uresu hee ar orgenisetion in the county
thet sssist with meny firm problems., Amony these probleme are
Fers legislation, merketing certain commodities, rnd personal
serviee progrems.

The Fermers' Union s2lso hem en sctive orpenisstion in
the cowty. The "mion performs services similiar to Lhose
performed by the PBuresu.

The County Kuritsen club is very stromg in the county.
The Agriculturs) committee of the Ruriten club hes slweys been
moet nctive a8 » sponsoring group for project setivity such as
4=H carp, corn club, pasture conteat, forsge contest ete,

The commodit: cosrittees have been sctive in plan ing
and sssisting vith county Extension program. The ‘eiry committee
has sssisted in the distribution of Eduestion informstion with
bulk tsnke snd pipe line installations. This coomittes slso

assisted vith the necessery deteail: connected with Lhe operstios

of the Deiry Herd Improvement Assocletiom, sn the Artificial

Breeding Associstion.
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The beef csttle comnittee har asaisted the Exteansion Agent
in the selection end selling of eproximetely 500 beef calves
Ltirowh the Riclhmond Feeder Celf Associstion. This committee

slso sesisted 'he spent in setting uwp snd conducting demonstrett

Cestreting celves
Dehorning cslves
Controlling external peresities n cattile
lnnoculsting colves for blasckleg, Hemmoraygle
Septicews, snd Maligident Indecla.
gronomy comeittee hes essisted Lhe county egent in:
1. Conducting ferm tours
4. lesonstrations on “"weevil® control in elfelfs
Je+ vemousiretions on “chickweed® control in sldelfe
4. Arrengenent for Feir exhibite

V. Froject Activity

1. Agronomy

ihe 196 plan of work lists the followins under the" #Tonomy

hesding, These objectives, wethods to be used, 'nd sducstional
sctivities were reviewsd snd spjroved by the agronomy comsittee.
froblems to be cons od
1. Alfalfe
a., Fertilizetion
b. Weevil control
¢. Chickweed cortrol

2, Use of sol]l testing rervice
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3. Peo ture improvement
4 Upe of recommended sced wverieties
Methods Lo be used in connection with these probleme wvere
s follows:
1. Alfelfe demonstretions on
Froper fertilisetion, including snnuel top dressing.
weevil conty by L e use o' granuler heptechler,
and other chemicals,
c. Cpickweed control by use of chemicsls.

2. Tprough meetings, letters, osrd other means of
comunicetion, edvise frormers of the welue of usin the seil
testing rervice of V. .I1., the proper vay to Collect soll semples,
and the wse of the correct smount snd snslysis of fertilizers,

J« lold "County Wide Forsge Contest"

4o Loncuct demonstrations on seed wvarieties,

lhe ducetions] sctivwities to be weed in connection with

w
Agronomy problems ere @

1. Agronowy tours to alfelfs snd pesture fields vhere
spproved prectices sre being cerried out,

2., Wews stories on outstending sgrovomy sccomplishments,

Je Mgronomy exhibits st loce]l falrs by fermers snd
4=H members,

196, hee beer sn svers e procdueing yesr for Powletin

fermers. The drought during July end W August wes felt, but »
good crop has been hervested iu tobeceo, corn, smell grein, hay

end pestures.
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Demoretrations on sgronomy preetices were conducte
follewing ferne:
"Coste]l Ber wde gress” C. N. Elam
"Alfelfe weevil control® lee Prlmore
"Alfalfe Chickweed Control"lie Pslmore
ne county pssture tour was conducted in August, PFPestures
were observed on the ferms of C. N. Klem, Lee Palnore, K. A.
Cosby snd E. F. Mcke.

Many individusl ferm visits vere made by the County Agent
for Lhe prupose of obsery ng prectices and making recommendstions
on sgronomy problems. These problems include hervesting prectices,
use of mschinery, curing en storine, menspement problems,
fertilization snd insect control,

Sixty-five furmers wvere sssisted vith scme vhese of
production end fer: merketing of fars crops. This fncludes the
use of fertiliser, using improved varieties or streins of s od,
bervesting, storing, curing, snd efficient work methods.

With the sssiotence of eight loes voluntery lesder:, the
county spent made 150 contacts individuelly or through mee ings
on scme phese of the production of hey and pesture. Forty-ive
of these farmers were cssisted directly or indirectly to sdopt

recommenced prectices,

Twenty county fermers vere sssisted in the production snd

sale of tobecco. The ure of right verieties snd etrein have

become most importent in recent yerrs. A totel of 78 farmers in
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Fowbe tan county prow some type of tobeceo, the sllotment per
form 1s smell, The tots! pounde scld from the county snnuslly
vould be less the 160,000 pounds. It is therefore most importent
hold
thet the farmers w n/to‘u cco »llotments 1o everytiing
possible to  roduce /ux‘n m quenity and quality.

Forty county femilies were sssisted in some phase of
vegetable gardening - monthly garden letters, piving timely
tips vere sent out from the county sgent's office to interested
femilles, Garden exhibits, both adult end 4=F were shown »t
the Goochlsnd-Fovhatan feir. One parden tour for 4-H bays
was conducted by the county spent., Tventy-five fandilies vere
assisted in the use of loproved seed verieties, use of fertiliser,
sad the control of insecta and disesses.

In the light of this pest yesréds sgronomy Extension vor
it 1s felt that nest yerr's work can be strengthened securing
more sctive perticipation in syronomy project wvork such se
Forsge Contest" ete.

More county fermers should take sdvantege of the V.

sol]l testing service., More sttention should be yiven to

snnuel to; dressing hay and pesture crope once they sre estiblished,

More sttention should be giving to hervesting hey crope. Too

many tons of poor quelity hay is harvested beceuse of westher
conditione., More sitention should be given to pesture mensyement

which includes roteations)] gresing.




2, Delrying
The 1960 census report shows 211 ecounty farms reporting

2,359 milk cows = 54 of the ferms in the county are clessified

er
88 dairy ferme, One hundred snd two ferms sell eith milk or

/

cream, $1,200,000 vort! of 4 siry products are sold arnuelly,

The deiry cov brin » more net profit inte the comnty
than any other farm enterprise, in faet more county revenue i
from milk then from el) other farm products ecombined, It
should naturelly follow thet the Extemsion Agent spends » good
percentage of his time on some phase of dairy sclence.

Fovheten county suite iteelf well to deirying. The county
is 80 lcested the Crede A milk cen be shipped to hoth the
Norfolk snd Rickmond merkets deily. Fork Union affords an
excellent merket for surpulws milk end "grade P* products.

Fovhatan county has one of the strongest D.1.1.4.'
in the state., One nstions) milk record wes made in 196 end twe
én 1959, These vere !ndividual cow records, made by C. ¥, Elaa
snd Son of Powheten.

The Central Artificie] Ueeeding Associstion with hesdquerters
in Powhster 1s one of the sirongest in the state, The
Technician for this sssocletion will breed well over 2,000
cows this year. A good number of our dairywen sre now milking
herde made up entirely of artieifslly bred cows.

From the "Longtime plsn of Work" the deiry comuittee

the following ee gosls for 1960.
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1. To incresse the membership in the loesl D.V.1.A., and
Af necessary look into the possibility of setting up snother
associrtior Lo mest the needs of the county dsirymens.

2, To incresse the number of cows bred artificelly.

3. To supervise L(-F Loys with their deiry projects, & d
to have ¢ 4i~H 8 county Judging team st the District Contest,

4« To follow through on the state “mastitis™ program or
the county level.

Methods to @ used in meoting these objectives sre listes
as follows:

ls Hold snslyeis meoting for D.H,1.A. members,

2. Tours to demonstretion deiry herds, for the purpose of
shoving the adventage of using the services of the Artificiel
Breeding progrem,

J. Hewve fitting snd shoving clinie for both sdults end

4=H menmbers.

4. Flace "mestitis" posters in every deiry bern in the

county.

5. BSee thet #l]l informstion aveilsble gete into the

o' esch county dsirymen.

0. Tirough senersl meetings, letters, nevs srticles ete.
gt te "nestitis® message to dsirymen,

7. Ipdividusl visits to deiry farms for consultations

individue]l dsiry problems,
8. Visits by t spent to L-H dairy projects.
Jo Conch 4~H dairy Judging team,

10, Monthly D.H.I.A., sumery sheets to be prepered
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meiled to el) D./.1.A. members.

11. Exhibit deiry cettle in both the sdult and 4-H
elasses st the stete snd loce) faire.

The D.H.I.A. 1* now completing its fourtéenth yeer. There
are 22 herds in Lhe sssocistion. Righteen of these hords sre In
Fowheten county - one in Amelis, one in Gooc! lend snd twoin
Cumberland county.

The cownty egent hus used these herds with their records,
a8 demonstrations herds 'n good feeding, management, snd record
keeping. A herd wnelysis meeting wes held early {n the yesr,
at which time the county spent wvent over the records with the

individus]l herd owners., The svers;e pounds of butter fat and

ailk in these herds have shown considersble incresse from yosr

to year, denonstreting the need for keeping pood records on
esch individual cow, «nd using these records, not only in
culling the herds but in the selection of replecement heifers.
An outstanding delry sceomplishment was spsin mede this
year by C. N. ilem and Son of Powheten. Another of hie
purebred Cuernseys was mede Netionsl Champion by e class
leeding production record mede in 1960. This sdded to the twe
netionel rocords mede 1r 1959 brings quite en horer to the Klam

femily +nd to Powheten county.
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The Artificisl PBreeding is now in its eleverth yeer,
Over 2,000 cows will be bred in this meaner this yeer,

of the numier are Fowhsten cows, however. The hesdquarter of

-
the "Lertrel Art!ficial breeding Associstion is loested in Powheten

county, tn- 1t 1s estimated by the technicisn thet two=thirde
rémaining

of these cows ere in Fovhsten with the numbers belng

in the sdjolning counties of imells, Goochland, C esterfield

end Cumbterlsnd,

Fovheten county hes completed the necesrsry requirement
under the stete "engs" testing progrem, »nd is now declered s
"Bangs" free county.

Six veluntary locs) lesders assisted the County Apent
in contecting 125 county farmers on scme phese of Dniry Jclence.
It is ertimsted that eighty different fermers snd other individusls
wvore sesisted directly or indirectly to sdo® reccomended
rrectices. Sixty-five of these farmers were sssisted in some
phase of mons;ement. Tuenty-five were ssaisted vith selection
and treeding. Twenty with feeding, twenty-five with controlling
internal sand externs] peresites, and twenty farmers were
sesisted wit) more efficient work methods.

All of the goels, r2 ocutlined in the 196 plan of work
wire sceomplished with the excertion of setiing up second
D.H.1.A. A number of problems wre fsced. Illnecs of the
supervisor set the work beck considersdly. Internsl operstional
problems of the sssocistion were other fectors stending 10 the

wey of incressed memberships in the D.!.I1.A.
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In the light of lsst year's work in Deiry Sclence in
F «heten county, snd considering 'he merket snd trends it is
felt thet progrem cen best be sirengt ene! by concrentr:ied work
vith more efficient operstions in mind.
Too meny of the county deirymen are still us ng the old conventionsl
bern, a0 bandling =ilk in buckets end csns. Those iairymen
wio ship on the Ric'mond merket sre now required to use bulk tenks.
Another impertant problem confronting the deirymen is
the cuestion of heelth of the individusl cow. This problem

should be given constant attentionm, by the local herd owner,

end by ell other persons heving ‘o do with the respons 1bility

of sceln; thet pure clesn unsdulterated milk is milk being

produced snd macde eveilsble for the milk buying publie who have

ivestock

Cettle end calves rank secon’ in the wslu of farm products
sold. Something over 3,000 heed sre sold snnus ly from the
ferme in Powheten county. The trend in be f produec tlon is
on th wp, 1T #ood mariet, through the Feeder Sale
Associstions, hes hed much to dov th this ineressed in feeder
calf production. Other fsctors slso must be consi ered. The
regulsr merket price for cattle snd calves has ressined
comperstively stesdy through the pest severs) yeers, end tLhe

outiook 1s good. The labor squeesze on some of the ds iry farus
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bes bee: responsible for ¢ chanye to beef cettle. The county
farm tobscco ellotment hee been, rnd 18 being stesdily reduce
with beef cottle 1n smel]l numbers teking over these farms,

Throuy he cooperstion of the county livestoc: committes

the following wes set Lhe county plan of vork fer 1960 ae

county problems In t} el lndustiry.
1. Too lew beel procucers were te ing sdventages of
Foeder calf ssles as merieting outlets.
riet yreading
neg lecLe 7y meny producers.
Hany bLeef ;roducers sre not using pure bred buils,
4. Fensgement snd feeding of beef cettle is not up to
per in many of the unty herds.
he methods ¢ in solving these problems vere
foilows:
personal contscts t he
ounty Agent point t 1 vanteyes of merketing calves
throug b e "Feeder leles”,
2. Assist the selection conmittee in the grading of
the furm Yefore sales.
Asolet beef crttle producers with locsting, selecting,
ef bulls,
1 ¢

ol for the purpose of discussing the

ng, detorning end wecelneting celves




Worming
Greding
Selectin; heifers for brood cows

Culling the herd

5. Conducted n the furm demonstretions on the sbove
mentioned to {cs.

The County sgent spent considersble time 11 1960 working
on some phese of beef csttle production. Thie work includes
assisting the beef cattle comuittee in the selection of calves
for the speing sele snd the three full seles. The etpent aseisted
the Feeder Selee Ascocistion § the velighing, ; ading, snd
penning of these colves before the se le dete,

Three cestreting » dehorning snd veccinetion de onstretions
were corducte. by the County Agent. These demonstrstions vere
beld on the following ferms

1. W. 0. Holt in the Mecon District
2. K. A. Cosby in the Spencer Distriect
3. E. Strudwick in the Huguenot District

Four voluntery lesders snsinted the Extension Agent in

contecting elghty-five farmers individuslly or through meetings

on scame phese of beef cattle production. It s estineted thet

8ixty farmers vere sssisted directly or indirectl  to adopt

reco men ed prsctices. Fifty fermers wvere sssisted vith some phese

or production end mensgement. Ten were sssisted wit foeding problems,
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forty with feeding, twenty-five with controlling perssites both
internel snd externsl snd fifteen were sssisted vith more eofficient
work methods.
It 1s estimsted that fifty-five farmers snd other indiy dusle
were srsisted with some p ese of ferm marketing. Thirty fermers
were assisted in preperstion for merket, outlook snd market

informetion wes passed on to fifteen of these ferners, snd elght

farmers were assisted in errenging to sell snd me ling.

VI. 4~0 Club Work
The 1960 "Plan of Work" sets forth the folloving under "gosls"
Enroll et lesst 65 boys in club work
Bold rejulsr monthly meetings ocutside of school
Incresse completions to st lesst 20%
To take part in the District Contest
To supervise on the farm project
Secure at lesst one sdditionsl leader for s b y's club
Hold ennual schicvement ‘ay progrem
Observe Ne'lonel 4=I Club week
Hold srnual me ting of county counell
Recommend one boy to the stste "All Star” chapter
11. Heve et lesst 35 menbers from the county sttend the
sunmer 4~ cemp
To meet these objectives, the following s listed es

methods to be used
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Meat with prospecti e members in school
Arrange for monthly mee'ing pleces out of school.
Work with boys on their ndividue)l club projects.
Coneli 4= members and tesms vho vill eompete in
the Ddstrict Contest,
5 ssist members wit the completion of 'heir recorcs.
6. Assist menmbers with ‘heir feir e hibits.
The educstions] sctivities in connection with sbove
methods snd goale would include
1. Newspaper stories snd pletures of outstending
project work.,
2. Reporte fros esch clu st the Achievement ley
Frogram,
osters mede by members snd lesders to be dise
pleyed 1 prominent plaves in the county.
he 4~H Exhibits et the state and loesl falrs.
Fifty-eix boys were enrolled five cosmunity clubs in
1960, Trese clubs met monthly on » community basis sfter school
plece
bours. The meeting vould be the community publie building or e

privete home of a lesder. Two of these clubs cerried comunity

projects in sddition to ‘heir individusl project - both the

Jefferson club snd the Flat Rock club carried the entomology

project.
Fifty-six boys were enro led in sixty-five projects.
Forty-five completed 54 setisfectory projects. Tre project with

the lerpest member of completions was the entomology #1 project.




Twenty-three boys were enrolled in this project. Twenty of these
boys com; leted the recuiremen's necesss ry for Unit No. 1 of this
project.
The electric project wes undertelen by the interseted members ‘Tou
6ll clubs in the county - sixteen members both boys and girle vere
enrolled, With tie sssistence of representstive from the
Virginis Electric snd Power Co., ten of tidse menbers met the
requirement for completion., Povheten County was represented
st Le Flectric Congress held 1n Richmond,

Five boyr of the six enrolled completed the veget:ble
project. Seven out of seven completed the requirements for
Unit No. 1 of the Forestr roject. Anong other project
completions wvere; three 1 poultry, six in dairy, four in beef
estile, #ix in swine snc six in Besutificetion of ¥ me Crounds.

The 4~H clubs f om Pow sten were representated st the
Distriet

ontest. hobin Lester of the Bells 1lle club

cospeted in thepoultr: production demonstretion. le slso Fave
thds dewonstreiion st the Short Lourse.

A county 4~h deiry judging tesm took pert in the Distriet
Contest. This tess composed of 1.5, Wilson, Jr., Jissy Wilson

end Allen Willie pleced 'hird on the district hasis.

The officers of the different clubs made up the mem'ership

in the County Council. A meeting of this council wee held esrly

in the yeer, st which time, "over-ell plans® for 4~1 work in the




=
county were made. T\is mcoting slso vas used as sn officer
training sehool, The officers of esch club received treining
in the duties of the perticuler office. Mrs. Joyce Woo#, /.D.A.
conducted the clsss in trelning the presidents end vice-presidents,
Mrs. Kstherine Prent, former H.D.A., teught the class for
secretaries end tresswers, H.W, Nenry, county esgent conducted
the class for song lesder.

Ae 4=V behievement, snd "Share the Pun® progres wes held.
Miss fngelicis Stsmons former IFYE wes the chief spesker.

Avarde srd medels were presented to outstending 4~' members for
thelir 4~H schievenerts,

Fowhs ten county sent deligstion of six to the short course
in Blacksburg - fowr boys snd 2 girls. The county wves
represent. od st the Jamest wm 4~ cam by twenty-seven members
snd two lesders.

Bach of the 4(~H clubs in the county held » club plenie
during the summer snd esch club hed & specisl Christmes progran
shortly before holidey.

One club - Bellsville hell o lewn carnivel for the purpose
of ralsing fun & for the club - something over $30 00 was netted
a8 a result of this undertaking.

Thirty-six Sounty 4{=h club members, slong .ith two lesders

end the County Agert mede s specis) bus tour of Southern States

1o R°chmond. This towr included trips Lo the grain receiving

snd storing plant, Lie epg hend)ing plent, the retall fecilities

and the office bullding.
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The clubs of the count observed "Rurs) Life Sundey with
& specisl vesper pro,res presented on the stheletic fleld of the
County Community house.

VII. Ferm ond Home Develo ment

The Extension work in Powheten cow ty or the Ferm snd liome
Developing progra hes been included in severs! other sections
of this report, byt by the w“ay o swmary the following figures sre
estine Ledy

Fourteen new fanilies were sterted in Fers snd ome
Develojwent program this yoor. This pukber, plus & previous totel,
mekes forty one familles wvorked with under this progren for 1960.
Of this number fifteen were femilies vith vhos Extencion hes h ed
little or no previous cont et, eight were fanilies vio were

Just petting sterted ir forning, twenty five vere fanilies with

lov income, snd eighteen w re "pert tinme" furmers,

It 1s eetimeted thet twelve of these forty-one families
had recched the point where they #0 on with their ferm and home
develo;ment vork without specisl extension tenistance,
VIII. BEvelustion of the yoar's werk and trends
1960 mey be cons!dered s successful year ss far ass
Extension work in Powhatan county 1s concerned. A pood percentage
of the "goels" as outlined in the plen of work wae resched. ‘m the
other hand some of the poels were not resched. Other scecomp!istmente
vere sade thet were not listed in the 1960 plan of work.

The trend in Agriculture 1s Lovard "Deirying®, Of the 396
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ferms listed in the 1960 census, fifty-four of these farme sre
classified es deiry ferms.

The clessificatlion is broken down s followse:

Fleld Crope ferzs 45

Caph grains ferms 15

Tobecco farms 30

ldvestock farme 45

Foultry farms 15

Deiry farms 54

General farms 15

Miscelleneous snd unclassified 229

It 1s feeling of the Extension A-ent thet the Deiry
Industry 4s foremcet, end of ‘he grestest importence in sgricultursl
incomes. Therefore the Lxtension Agen' ern be of most value Lo the
county by concrentrsted work on the many phases of Vairy Cclence.
Miscelleneous activities -

A nurber of duties, end sssipements sre not covered in the
setisticel report. A good meny days sre devoted by the sgpent in these
sctivities,

Following 1s & list thet meybe included

1. Arrenging for, end holding & county wide “dog clinie”.

2, Arranging for snd holding & "County Klection Moerd”

meeting in conneetion with A,.5.C,
3. Mtending Comunicetions school
4. Mtending DMetrict Conferences

5. Attending Institute of Rural Affairs

6. Mttending 4-H Ca P
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7. Mtending Annus)l Asents' Conference

E. Tvo dey trip to Betteville Experiment Station

9. Re-working entirs filing system" for

County Extensi n Office
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