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There is no advisory commdttee for Ak~H club work, We do have an honor
elub that was organised during 1958. There are fourtesn members, Six
metings were held during the yesar. We do not have an ALl Star organization
as there are so few All Stars in this county, Ye do have a county council
that has been very active, Five meetings were held during the year,

dghievement Day was planned for and held., Thirty-seven persons, club
mexbers and parents were pressant,

Six clubs observed National L= Sunday. Three clubs cbserved National
&~H club week. e account for five men and thirteen womem as adult ALeH clud
leaders. There are ten junior young men leaders and sixteen Junior young
women losaders,

Boys and girls in 4~H club work were busy all through the year with
thelr regular meetings, their planning meetings and thelr project work,

Many of our county i=H boys and girls had the oprortunity during the
Joar to attend camps and short courses out the county. June 4 Highland
County club members represented the count at the annual ieN club short
course held at V.P.I. They were: Oeorglanne Maloy, McDowelly Paige Mary
Gutshall, Monterey; Mary Judy Swecker and Douglas Jum, Blue Grass, Mary
Judy was a winner in State Leadership competition. Miss Maloy was honored
by membership in the L-H All Stars,

of

The second week in Jyly our 4-H honor club made up/our older i=H club

members wure invited to attend a wesk“end camp by the Augusta County Homor

Club that was held at Camp Alvermarle, Those who attended were: Mary Judy

Swecker, Georgalme Maloy, Betty Jean Colaw, Plyliss Mallenax, Frank Ritchie,

Owen Mullenax, Julkan Folks, and David Kiser.




were held every second Tuesday of each month to continue with plamning,
Sub-committee zroups held many meetings during the ysar,

The fair the past ysar was the most successful one held yet, All
three days the weather was exceptionally mod falir weather. More pecple
qttended the fair than ever before.

My Job as County Agent was to help with writing news articles, to
visit and halp adults and youth with exhibits and to help with exhibits
on the first day of the failr. I also served on the livestock committee,
the crops and garden vegetable committee, the grounds committee and the
ribbon comuittee,

Aar county fair is considered one of the best agricultural fairs in
the area. We hope that it will continue to be so,

VII, &~H Club Work

Statistical Information = In atudying all available statistics and
reports and working with the Superintendent of Schools, it is deecided
that there are 836 young people in Highland County of 4-H elub age -

10 to 21 years. Of course, 836 young people of that age is not absolute,
The figure is one derived om and is only approximate, There are only

613 boys and girls of sehool ase registered in the Highland County Schools,
Only two counties in the State have s smaller number, Of this number 201
were enrolled in 4-H club work during the past year. This is 24.45 en~
rollment of the youth of age. Barollment has plcked up in nusbers from &
low 126 members in 1955, Nusber of members enrolled that completed their

project work; there were 542 projects carried with 412 completions or

76.1% completions. There are 12 di fferent clube in the county.




making recommendations for fertilizer and lime. I also make recommenda-
tions in seeding practices and varieties of seed to be used, Sixtysthree
soil samples were taken for landowners so that reasonable recommendations
for fertilizer and lime requirements could be made.

3. Virginia State Fores.ry Department

During the year I served on the county forestry committes, The
purpose of this committes was to encourage the planting of more tree
seedlings in Highland County and to promote the Gorvernor's Plant More
Trees program. Pine seedlings were obtained for feur A=H club members
for planting and at least ten adults.

I attended SCS and ACP meetings with forsstry peopls in helping
to make recomnendations for forest tree plantings. I helped with two
tree seedling planting demonstrations., I attended one meeting of area
county forestry committees that was held at Wamm Springs during September,
and attended the forestry course given tw County Agents during our annual
Extension Conferencs ield at V.P.I, the third week in August, e hope to
2ot a fow 4~H club boys started in Christmas tree plantations duri~g the
spring of 1959. A few boys have said thet they would like to do some of
this kind of planting.

JJuthern States Jonterey Coopsrative

In the spring of 1958 I helped Southern State Monterey Cooperative
their opening day program,

5« Fair Association

Officers for the 1958 fair were slected. The last three daye of

August were again selected as the time of our 1958 fair. Regular meetings




2. ALLWP.

3. Forestry Service
&+ Southern States
5« Fair Association

1. Soil Conservation Serviee
it the beginning of the year I was appointed by the State Soil

Conservation Committee to serve on the Board of Supervisors for the

Hountain District which includes the counties of Alleghany, Bath and

Highlan Jther members of this Soard were Mr. W. i, Hickiin, MeDowell,

Virginia, Mr. Rover: Cleek, Holar, Virginia, Wr., W. F. Francls, Covington,

Virzinia, and Mr, Richard Durham, Liboro, Virginia. I was elacted te

serve jsoretary for this zroun,

Mzular monthly meetings were held, the most of
st the Midwe offes Shoope near Not Springs, Virginda, this place
entral nlace for all coneerned. Several other neetings

regular msetings of the Soard, n Jamusry 6,

Francis and | attended the annual meetin
iparvisors held in Roancke, Virginia., MNonday, Naren 17
Clesk , Mr., Francis, Mrgiicks and I attended & district
f Boards of Supervisors held at Harrisoaburg, Virginia, n

Monday , April 21 the same four of us took part in a tour of the South

River Watershed liater Compoundments in Augusta County. The days devoted

plar monthly meetings and the days spsnt attending state and area

during the year amounted to 19 da f this Agent's time,

2, County A.C.P. Committee

The County Agent wrks ¢l the County A.C.P. Committee

in selecting practices, help in selscting county committees, and in




minor enterpriss,
Yot there are som pe % s considerably. There
is & trand toward moz Lrvi nd rightl ] n t A " mdlk
will net 2 sh : . T - { attle and sheep and lamb
prices, Work ha : arin pa st Jars in cooperation with
the Carnat! Jompany represantat iy wutes have been extended,
wintertioe p et | p o in volume, wore people are selling
0se ave D n the iness have increased their production,
uring the L year [i produce: «ve installed miiking machines,
The dairy committee cout ] | area meelings wWith producers to exe
plain better manageuar ) d 0 eacourage more wintertime pro-
dution. > help wit fe different seriss of weetings, we had represen-
tatives of the Carnation Company as well as the Virginia Extension Service.
Ourin et A alnety-one wllk producers were helped in one
way or another with thelr problems pertainiug to dairying, The days spent
was wrk in the selection of breeding animals, locating breeding animals
that could be purcheed, comtrol ing parasites, working with the Carnation
Milk resresentatives and a few producers on better relations, One
meoting was held with the dairy committee during Mard: to see wether or

not it wuld bepossible ‘o continue with our artificial breeding program

in the county. The fist year we had so little interest in the breeding

program that we had to discontinue it,
5¢ ork With Other Agencies and Organisations

1. 8.C.8.
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Hemoers of the b zattle wel the saltle and
select for the sales. They see Lhal cablle are Jshicrosd, properly
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agriculiura

Wwalttes, aad served on
was also a memoe: it £ 0 : Mr. Hicklin was

well known throughout 4 in agricultural eircles and a staunch
Asader in agricultural J ¥ 4in tals county.
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ore time is spent by
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during the ysar, sprayin r sxtemal parasites
demonstrations were held, although most farmers do this work nows The

emonstrations are for those wh Jel have not started the practiece,

There are many portable spraying machine five

m spraying machines,

ALl kKinds { demcastrations JAlNg o good managemsnt prace

tices were cerried out in ts county during the year, The

main objective of the committes ls srganising I

or sales of beef cattle,
buring the year a yearling cattls sals Was pianned for and mld, T™w

ealfl sales were planned for felds ALl of these sales were held by

Highland and th County producers cooperating .




were advised ol . . istter, Trends and recon~
mendations were writ n ou eweDa Comdttesman vorked
neigh

The best demoustira
natures demonstralion un : Janage re i hay lands, The past
year there was plent, L rai £ t { the season,
The fields that had be woll Luh r : né
resesding were easily r
Yoar was probably the

Alfalfa fieids sesded ing the t fow produced ex-
ceptional. Most owners were able ; ir arops.

The committee sponsore ) i 1 ¢ during the year. n
several occasions the e agen d othe agcompanied outsiders on
sightseeing tours., OUften we r d ) w waot to tour our
county and see our tLype of agronomy agriculture,

We continue to recommend Narraganseti variety of alfalfa for

seeding in Highland because we belisve it is the best adapted for our

high elevation. For corn hyb Va.~126 and Ohio
k=24 are recommend

As Couvnty Agent I had attended a meeting in November 1957 with
Agronomy Speaialist, Mr. « lawis and CountyAgent Lester Dalton and
Jack Coperhaver at sarus riags, Virginia. From this meeting I learned
som= oW ctices and some newsr recommended wvarieffes. All of this
I reported to th ounty agronony comrdttee,

During the year we had the loss of one of our most valuable
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practically the same
a8 it has been during receat - Zprove on some extent. We
have added a sub~comuittes woriing A ] comrittee named the
ool Producers Comuittee, Th tazed to handle all affaire
pertalaing to woo 0 r X ] 1 { : > ™he work of this
sub=goamitties is good ) 0 il be discussed later,

A second m»w committes ths 3 used during the past two yeare
was the Forestr; Ltee, i diguitiee as founded four ysars
age in cooperation with the State Forest: Ihe commitine is
active and has doms some outst.nding
7e County Ageant's Report

At the first meeting ¢ o Jy soard of Supervisors held on
the first Monday in January 1958, gave a report on the work I had done
as County Agent during the year 1957.

The editor of our county newspaper listensd in on part of the re~
port that I made to the County Board of upervisors. Later Mr, Pritchard,
the editor, asked me to allow him to use parts of my report in the county
news. For eight weeks, throush January and February, parts of my report

to the County Board of pervisors were published in the weekly newspaper,

From this I had many inquiries and requests ‘or coples of my

report, tatistics I had reported seemed most interssting te

people as well as some living out the county. I was asked %o

talk on parts of sy last year's report to three civie groups

the winter which I did.
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county. @ ount i have larger numbers are :much larger
counties in area, 1 iighl County ACP Office made subsidy payments
to 522 applica fucers of 99,169 pounds of wool in 1957 to the
amount of 318,981, s subslidy prograa also netled Highland Count
producers $9,399.68 on b wool for that year, From these figures w
surmise that Highland County sheep produsers scld 100,00C pounds of
wool in 1958. loughly 83,000 of this was sold on a cooperative basis,
or 834 in 1358, r i and County peol paid $.45 per pound for clear
tied wol. The pool had been sold direet to & manufacturer.

interesting to n that only four farms in Highland County
have a wheat allotwent acreage. Of course there is no peanut, cotton
or tobuceo acreage. Only subsidy payments realiszed by Higiland County
farmers is with wool,

The nuwber of animal units per acre, 4.6 acres, per animal unit
is high as compared to other counties, The animal units per acre of
eropland 1s low at ;9 acres, due to the fact that a lot of our furm
acres are brush or cut-over land. we account for this figure that our
livestock is graded for a longer period of time, cutting down the period
of winter feeding,

Aside from being a beef cattle and sheep producing ecounty, other

farm enterprises make up a large proportion of the sconomy. There is a

definite trend toward dairy ing, poultry production, and forest products

income. This includes the production of maple sugar products which is
& minor item, yet this is the only county in the State that has this in

any amount worth mentioning,




Population of opl Y - = LO69
Total land n Highl 206,240 acres
Proportion of land acres in fa - - = 55,48
- 570
- 607

Average size 2 5 n 258.9
Averase size of farme 1950 232,2
Proportion of 1 S Io; 17,703 acres
No. acres in al in eropland - 647 acres
Proportion of land pastureland 71,14k acres
Proportion of land in woodland - = 113,190 acres
Land for road, bulldings, lots and worthless 4hy203 acres
Animal units per acre pastureland « = =« = = = = « acres
Animal units per acre cropland = = = s s s s a = = 9 acres
No. of adult beef animals 1955 consus « = = = = = = 8336 head

No. of breeding sheep 1955 consus = « = = = =« = = = = 15,230 head

No. of dairy animais 1955 consus « = = « « « =« o o =« =« 29352 head

In studying the statistics for the county we find that our pop=
ulation of people is decreasing each year,

1950 = =« =« 4841
tion 1955 « = & AG69
size of the average farm is larger - 1950 - 232,2 acres

1955 = 252.9 acres

This is the third largest sheep producing county in the State with

16,230 mature sheep or breeding sheep. It is the most populated sheep




111, Righland County Agriculture

Highland County is often referred to as the Little Switszerland
because of the mountalnous terraln, ccol summer weather, never-failing
springs and streams and green pastures, Highland County is appropriately
named because of its high elevation, its high ridges and mountains, The
County's western border follows the cre:t of Allsghany backbone - a
mountain vhich rises in southwestern New York and ends in Western Virginia,
Much of Alleghany Mountain is above LOOO feet in elevation. In the val-
leys the elevation is 2500 feet to 3000 feet,

Hightown is a crossrvads village on a crest in the richest valley
in the county. The post office here is at the highest elevation of any
post office in the State., From this crest in the valley at Hightown the
water flows northeastward through the Potomae river system while the
water to the south flows to Jacksons River and on to the James.

The county is noted for its wonderful blus grass pastures, its
beautiful scenery and cool summer weather,

In agriculture it is classed as a livestogk economy county as most
of the income is derived through the production of beef cattle and sheep,

We have here some figures pertaining to the county compiled from
the most recent statistice., OStatistics vary but little in a one year
period. The statistics for Highland County in this report are preactically
the same as for 1957 with a few changes and additions. The figures I have

used are compiled from three different sources. Sach source of statistiecs

varies somewhat, but in studyin: the three, a medium is derived upon,
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