
UREP: Model for Implementing and 
Validating Undergraduate Research 

and Other HIPs 



What We Were Noticing...

● Students doing research across campus in many different formats

BUT…

● Nothing organized or coordinated

● Disconnect between students/faculty and information/resources available

● Varying levels of preparedness to do research

● Students not recognizing they they were doing research

● Students not knowing how to “sell” their research experience



What Defines Undergraduate Research (UR)?

…. an inquiry or investigation conducted by an 
undergraduate student that makes an original intellectual 
or creative contribution to the discipline. (CUR, 2013)
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What UR Looks Like @ VT 



Why Develop a New Program? 
What does it need to have?



Context: Existing Infrastructure

● Mentored research across campus
● Research Training available:

○ Library’s successful Advanced Research Skills Program
○ Research preparatory courses, such as UH 1604

● Office of Undergraduate Research
○ Ambassadors
○ Symposia
○ Summer programming

● CANVAS platform



Theoretical Framework - 
Fitting in with Experiential Learning 

Kolb’s Cycle of Experiential Learning 

http://www.mspguide.org/tool/experiential-learning-cycle


Overview of Framework 



Student Journey with Research 



How does UREP function for the student?

1. Be interested in UR
2. Click link - Sign Up!
3. Accept Canvas invitation
4. Upload verification  + 

reflect
5. Pick up cord! 



How do students learn about UREP?

Digitally! 



Example of Training Category -
 Outlined Point System  



What Do Students See in Canvas



What Do Students See in Canvas



How Does UREP Support UR 
& the Research Lifecycle 

Image retrieved from https://www.noclor.nhs.uk/research-life-cycle

https://www.noclor.nhs.uk/research-life-cycle


What Does Success Look Like? 
We’re working on it..
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Where we can improve...
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But... the Data & Assessment! 

What Majors 
are we 
missing? 

Involvement 
Factors?

Barriers to 
Participation

Outcomes?

Other types of 
Experiential 
Learning



Takeaways & Future Directions



Questions, Other Ideas? 



Contact Us! We’d Love to Collaborate!  

Amanda MacDonald Keri Swaby Anne Brown

mailto:ambrown7@vt.edu
mailto:kswaby@vt.edu
mailto:abmacdon@vt.edu

