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What is Open Access?

Many Definitions…

Tempe Principles

(2000)

Budapest Open Access Initiative

(2002)

Bethesda Statement on OA Publishing 

(2002)



What is Open Access?

Different Kinds...

Green 

Gold 

Hybrid
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What is Open Access?

Different Kinds...

Green OA

Author deposits preprint or postprint in 

university/disciplinary repository

(e.g. VTechWorks, arXiv, RePEc, SocArXiv)

Gold OA

Publisher makes article open access 

(e.g. PLoS, PeerJ)



What is Open Access?

“Open access (OA) literature is digital, 

online, free of charge, and free of most 

copyright and licensing restrictions.”    

—Peter Suber, Open Access (MIT Press, 2012)



Why Open Access Matters



Why Open Access Matters
(The Current System is Unsustainable)

* 

Library spending 

on serials has 

increased by over 

500% in 30 years



$26 billion
Annual worldwide revenue*

The Business of 

Scholarly Publishing 

*2017 figures, English 
language only



$26 billion
Annual worldwide revenue*

By comparison: 

U.S. box office sales = $11 b 

U.S. Music industry sales = $13 b

Apple 2018 3Q revenue = $53 b

The Business of 

Scholarly Publishing 



The Largest Scholarly Publishers

Oligopoly: 

A state of limited competition, 

in which a market is shared by 

a small number of producers 
or sellers

The Business of 

Scholarly Publishing 



Does it matter that these 5 

publishers control 50% of the 

market?

The Business of 

Scholarly Publishing 



2015 figures

The Profitable Business of 

Scholarly Publishing 



"Publishing is so 

profitable because the 

workers don't get paid." 

—John Adler, Professor of 

Neurosurgery, Stanford 

University 

The Profitable Business of 

Scholarly Publishing 

Times Higher Education Supplement, Feb 20, 2018



Need an Example?

2002 Cornell University Libraries exhibit, 

“Sticker Shock: The High Price of Journals” 



Journal of Applied 

Polymer Science: 

2018 prices

Toyota Corolla LE:



Journal of Applied 

Polymer Science: 

2018 prices

Toyota Corolla LE:

$19,035



Journal of Applied 

Polymer Science: 

$35,859

2018 prices

Toyota Corolla LE:

$19,035
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The Benefits of Open Access
(Hint: They boil down to increased exposure to your work)



Money
○ Does OA actually cost less?

○ Who pays for it?

Global Equity
○ Does OA ultimately help or hurt the 

developing world?

Quality
○ Can we trust OA publications?

○ What about predatory publishers?

Inertia
○ Can the system be “flipped”?

The Issues with Open Access



Plan S

Eleven research 

funders in UK & 

Europe have 

called for 
immediate OA by 

2020



Plan S
More funders have signed on



“I am also concerned that 

the architects of Plan S have 

not consulted broadly with 

researchers, editors, and 

leaders of scientific societies 

to obtain their views of how 

devastating this plan might 

be for the very organizations 

that support researchers and 

their disciplines.” 

—Marcia McNutt, National 

Academy of Sciences

Will Plan S Work in the U.S.?

Art by Dave Cutler



Three-year publish-and-

read (PAR) agreement

PAR fee set at €2,750 per 

article for some 10,000 

articles to be published 

annually by eligible 

authors  in Wiley hybrid 

journals.

Is the Tide Turning?



Is the Tide Turning?



VT Open Access Subvention Fund 
(OASF)

Underwrites APCs for OA journals 

Open to EVERYONE in VT community 

When It Comes Time to Submit Your 

Article for Publication...



VT Open Access Subvention Fund 
(OASF)

Underwrites APCs for OA journals 

Open to EVERYONE in VT community 

$1,500 per article ($3,000 per year)

$125k available this year

When It Comes Time to Submit Your 

Article for Publication...



Contact

Gail McMillan

Director, Scholarly Communication

gailmac@vt.edu

VT Open Access Subvention Fund 
(OASF)



Open Educational 

Resources (OER) 

& Open Education
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FREE* + EDITABLE

*anyone can access & use without fee

Open educational resources (OER) are



Screenshot from “A Review of the Effectiveness & Perceptions of Open Educational 

Resources As Compared to Textbooks” https://youtu.be/SX0K0hb_xKE © Open Education 

Research Group. CC BY 4.0

● full courses

● course materials

● modules

● textbooks

● streaming videos

● tests

● software and

● any other tools, materials, or techniques 

used to support access to knowledge.

Open educational resources (OER) include:

https://youtu.be/SX0K0hb_xKE
https://www.youtube.com/t/creative_commons
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● streaming videos 
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● software and 

● any other tools, materials, or techniques 

used to support access to knowledge. 

Open educational resources (OER) include:

http://hdl.handle.net/10919/78735
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Open educational resources (OER) include:

© Video icon. Adapted from Guilherme Furtado CC BY

● full courses

● course materials

● modules

● textbooks

● streaming videos

● tests

● software and

● any other tools, materials, or techniques 

used to support access to knowledge.

https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=video&i=2250219
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/us/legalcode


● full courses

● course materials

● modules

● textbooks

● streaming videos

● tests

● software and

● any other tools, materials, or techniques 

used to support access to knowledge.

Open educational resources (OER) include:





How is this possible??



Authors & creators 

decided that sharing is good.



Open Educational Resources (OER) are. . . 
Freely and publicly available teaching, learning, and research 

resources that reside in the 

1. public domain or 

2. have been released under an 

intellectual property license that 

permits their free use and re-

purposing by others. 



Public Domain = 

No Copyright Protection



Public Domain = 

No Copyright Protection

(not “free online”)



Public Domain = 

No Copyright Protection
● Ineligible for copyright protection 

○ Common knowledge, ideas, facts, names

○ Works of U.S. Government employees 

● Published in the U.S. before 1924

● Where copyright has expired / not been renewed*

● Donated to the Public Domain



. . . intellectual property license 

that permits their free use and 

repurposing by others . . . 

?





BY                                                 NC                                          SA                            ND





Creative Commons licenses can help you to:

- Create & more broadly share your original works

- Legally (and easily) incorporate CC-licensed works authored 

by others in your own work



Added bonuses:

Using CC-licenses may:

- Extend your impact, audience and the reach of your work

- Start (and build on) a virtuous cycle of sharing

- Save money for your students and other readers



What’s required of me?

Attribution is always required!!

© AuthorName, Title, Creative 

Commons Attribution License 4.0

Find this brochure at: 
http://hdl.handle.net/10919/77420

http://hdl.handle.net/10919/77420


Not all CC-licenses allow derivatives = Not OER

These licenses (ND) are not “open licenses” as they do not allow derivatives.





Open Educational Resources (OER) are. . . 
Freely and publicly available teaching, learning, and 

research resources that reside in the 

1. public domain or 

2. have been released under an 

intellectual property license that 

permits their free use and re-

purposing by others.



What can I do with OER?

Retain - Make, own, and control copies of the content (store, manage, download, duplicate)

Reuse - Use the content in various ways (in class, study group, extension, journal article, on the radio, in 

a video, website etc.)

Revise - Adapt, modify, alter the content (reformat or translate)

Remix - Combine revised or original content with other materials to create something new (i.e. mashup)

Redistribute - Share copies of original content, revised content, or remixes with others

Source: This material is based on original writing by David Wiley, which was published freely under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 license at http://opencontent.org/definition

http://opencontent.org/definition


What can I do with OER?



Use OER to benefit others





© Adrien Coquet  Writer CC BY

Advance your discipline / profession

https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=writer&i=2161837
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/us/legalcode








© Louis Prado Seesaw CC BY

https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=see saw&i=25572
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/us/legalcode






https://openamlit.pressbooks.com

http://robinderosa.net/uncategorized/my-open-textbook-pedagogy-and-practice

https://openamlit.pressbooks.com/
http://robinderosa.net/uncategorized/my-open-textbook-pedagogy-and-practice


© Magicon Crowd CC BY

Reach lots of people

https://thenounproject.com/term/crowd/397773/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/us/legalcode










Use OER as a LEVER

Public domain. By Jakob Ukrop. https://thenounproject.com/term/lever/4927 c

https://thenounproject.com/term/lever/4927


FREE + EDITABLE

Open educational resources (OER) are:



Public domain

Open licenses

Open educational resources (OER) rely on:



Public domain

Open licenses
(open licenses ALWAYS require attribution)

Open educational resources (OER) rely on:



Authors sharing

Open educational resources (OER) rely on:



Nearly any kind of content

Open educational resources (OER) can be:

● full courses

● course materials 

● modules

● textbooks 

● streaming videos 

● tests

● software and 

● any other tools, materials, or techniques used to 

support access to knowledge.



OER can be used for many different things



Thank you!
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