



























































led in Farm and Home Develop-
1958 1s four additiomal ones,

families to be worked with in
aunittee to select the families,

Supervis

agencies
vhen-ever
educationa

October

-
orembar

agent 1s on the Soll Conservation Distriect Board

w3, He plans to wark with all other sgricultural
peratives se g the county vhere-ever and

ossible to farmulate the program , and on the

phase of he program,

Pasture Fxhibit
alfhood vaceination
levs erticle on sudan and pearl millet

News article { eircular letter on carn,

ot t Hog ‘rojects started,

& iipping clinde
Write news article on culling cows,

Iine-~up boys for 4{~H Paby Beef frojects
alfhood Vaccination

Poultry committee mesting

A~ Market Hog Show and Sale

.:'. »7"-”'

Organize

Poultry Meeting

d Veceination




farmer refarest cut-over land,
Encourage farmers to proteet woodland from
grazing

Parestry Projects,

Hve publicity to ASC farestry practives

T ough mper and persons sontacts,

Tree Flanting

HAtuation -

~H clubs in the county with a
mt one hundred boys and two hundred
8 ropresents about one third of the childrenm
club age gr e boys projects include
racticall 1] ’ v wk projects with market
inating, are quite & mumber comduct—
ing the farestry and electriec projects this year,
Aronrl twenty-five members conduct the garden project,

plg predom

to increase

mittes to function mare effectively,
:

reanized last year,

pember at least once during the year,

f members attend ¢ y apd shart

member articipate in Orange Hog Show,
ttesville “aby Beef Show, ald Greens County

livestock judging team,

land Appreciation Teanm,

five boys in sheep shearing,




Ce Mothods -

1., Send monthly news letter to each poultry proiucer,

povltry producers once during

sting in September or October,

Sltuation -

There is no fruit grown commercially in the county,

The only Bt grown 1s a few trees far home consumption,
Some farmers have small plots of small fruit grown for
#ale, Practically every home in the county hes a home
vegetable parden,

Goals -
wople to plan fa fnll garden,

{ave more people plant cover crops,

{nsect control by letters and in the

pare letters to all leaders,

members conducting the garden projeet to
parden anl use cover crop.

ESTRY
A, Situation @

third of the land 4in farms 18 woodland, There
one and one quarter Million boerd feet of timber
one thousand cards of wood cut each yesr, The
is being eted and only a small acreage reforested
each year, Most cut over land does not have enough
jesirable species left for seed, About one third of the
voodland 1s pastured,

Goalss

timber have 1t marked,




mento discuss mastitis control program with them,

Discuss advantages of Artificial Breeding through all
media, All grade A dairymen are within area served by
the Albemerle Breeding Associstion,

Get two farmers t« amonstrate Weigh-A Dpy method of

record keeping.

4e Hold bangs vaceination clinic every three months,

VIII, POULTRY

A.

Situation -

Poultry brings in more income than any other agricultural
enterprise, Poultry net income for the past few years has
not been as notable ., Some type of poultry is grown on
practically every farm, but minety percent of the commercial
poultry production i n contract vhere someone besides the
farmer shares in the cost and profit and absorbs pert of the
risk, Mnety-five percent of the turkeys are gwown by twe
producers who at one time contracted to other farmers, As
the margin of profit marrowed these two contractars grew
more of the turkeys themselves until now there is only one
farmer who will grow turkeys under contract this year,
Several other farmers will probably brood some this year

on a flat fee for these two producers,

An incentive contract on broilers has favared this business
for the past two years, Al]l farmers who used to brood
turkeys will have btroilers in their houses this year, Regard-
less of the price of broilers the producer can realize a fair
return from his labor and investment under this type of con-
tract,

Egg production is largely confined to hatching eggs, These
flocks range in size from two 'undsed to five hundred birds,
Table egg production has been limited to back yard flocks
by lack of an uate marketing system, A fow formers
have a retall outlet and keep around 200 to 500 birds,

It 1s the committees opinion that we should put our emphasis
on broiler and egpg production, The main needs pointed out
are housing, reducing feed waste, and brooding,

’ »

Goals -
Increase feed efficiency far broilers to 2430 per pound
of gain .
Inerease layer production to 14 doszen eggs per pullet
used ,




pasture for hogs and to

teen ,(~H'ers exhibit hogs at the area
junior hog show and sale, Get as many farmers
wrents to see the show as possible to see
10gs graded and judged,
ve infarmation on wvarming pigs through news
papers and distributing bu Require 4-H
members with plg chain pr to warn their pigs,

Discuss mineral feeding at 4~H meetings and require
y oye with sow projects to feed a mineral mixture,

Mve publicity to hog pasture along with other
pasture infarmation,

on -~

are about 2,500 gilk cows in the county, Five
thirty-ons farmers repart having milk cows in
About two thirds of this mumber are family cows
from which cream is sold, There are four Grade
in the county and they milk approximately

DHIA in the county, The Albemerle Artificial
Breeding Association serves about one fourth of the county,
The anmal production per cow is estimated st aroumd five
pounds,

b jective -

increase production per cow, By better feeding
record keeping on each cow,

Start two farmers in Weigh - A «Ba

Have HExtension Veterinmarian visit the four @rade Adairy-




Ce Sheept
1, Situation:

There are about fifteen hundred sheep on eighty-eight
diffaerent farme, The livestock committee thinks that
a lot mare farmers could use sheep to a pgood advantage,
Poor management with the flocks have csused other farmers
ke & dim view of the sheep business, There is a
better rams, better feeding, and better perasite

e cormittee set a long time goal of increasing sheep
mmbers to twenty-five thousand, To accomplish this
there must be better management on the present flock
owners to create interest in the industry, Get all
flock owners to drench four times a year for parasite

]

control, Fl s ten puretred rams,

Methods:

a, Write success staries and discuss with farmes how

eep will f4t into their operation and supplement

their income,
Have four A-H boys conduct sheep flock project,
Comduct three drenching demonstratioms,
Conduct three castrating and docking demonstrations,
Train four 4 s to shear sheep,
Hold wool marketing pool,

heep dipping clinie,

Situations

Hops sre grown on practically every farm in the county,

Although hoge bring right much income, they are not con-
sidered of major impartance becsuse they are never & mejar
ares of income for a farmer, Diseases have not been

a problem, Parasites cause some concern,

Generally speaking the quality of hoge in the county is
very good, Farmers who sell hogs are mcre conscious of
quality and are doing scmething about it,




(Hve fertilization recommendation in news paper in August
or early September,

A, SAtuation:

Lt vestoc) he mrinciple agricultural enterprise in Greens,
Gross income livestock 18 second to poultry, but there are
fewer peop n the poultry business, Iivestock is found on practi-
cally every fa of cattle mumbers increased 20% from 1949 to
1954 and are stil]l on the increase, Sheep mmbers increased 30%
over the same period and are still increasing, Hog mumbers have
remained about the same foar the past few years, Hogs are produced
on practically every farm and are sold by over half of the farmers
in ¢ count

B, Beef Cattle:
Situation:
Beef cattle production is mostly confined to cow and calf

enterprise, About six farmers feed-out steers, btut the
bulk of beef cattle ere sold as calf or yearling feeders,

Problems aret Too late calving date, lack of good quality
fast gaining bulls, cows not good enocugh in quality and

milking, parasite control,
Goalst

The committee set a goal of producing a 500 pound calf that
will grade at least good by wearming tinme, To accomplish
this sixty more purebred bulls will be needed, The calving
ate will have to be earlier, cows will have to be culled
and replaced by heifers from best cows and fast gaining
purebred bulls, Parasites will need to be controlled,

thod:s

Write news article in March pointing out advantages of
early calves,

AMvise farmers of all bull sales,

Hold three warming and grub contreol demonstrations in

October,
Have county beef cattle meeting in December,
Furnish farmers infarmation on Teeder calf sale and

other market out-look infarmation through circular
letters and news paper,

1d calfhood vacelin
st a
’

gtion clinic for prevention of bangs
.

in April, Augus nd November




Methods

a, Hve 1ty alfalfe by publishing success
stories @ s articles on the value of alfalfe as
a hay, s g i pasture crop,

Get several farmers to use gramlated heptachlor as
wee control,

Prepare a farage crop exhibit and place in the local

bank during March,

Publicizs ACP practices that provide assistance in es-
+ahl . .

ng forage crops,

Purr formation on a pasture management by distribut-
"

ing 1letins, through the news paper, and persomal contacts,
tour in November to show the use of alfalfa hay,
ilage and winter pasture in & winter feeding program,
(d%e publicity to pearl millet and sudan grass as sup=-
lemental wsture during April and Mey and get tihree farms
© plant some as & trial,

Carns
l, Goals:

Increase o« sixty-five bushels per acre,

Methods 3

a, FMurnish I with a 118t of recommended varieties
through wws paper and circular letters,
b, Write news article in April on fertilization of corn strese-
ing the use of mare nitrogen,
Small QGraing
Goals:

To increase per

acre

Methodss

a, Give recoomended wvariety 11st in news paper in August or
September,

be r agronomy committee with results of varietal tests
area branch experiment station,




This year the E nsion Program 18 aimed at a mare efficient
production arnx nsifying the operation on small farms,

HON THE 1958 PLAN OF WCRK WAS DEVELOPED

Sach commodity committee met to review the situation and set

goals, In some cases the committee planned a course of action,

The commitees t assisted this year are agronmmy, livestock,
poaultry,

COUNTY NEEDS

The pgreatest meed i1s some means of increasing income on the
smaller farms, Many farmers can use a flock of sheep, a laying
flock or broiler anterprise to supplement their income from
livestock, Practically all farmers , particularly the smaller
ones, could increase the income with a better quality and higher
producing livestock,

There is a need f gher producing pastures and better pasture
management, T is an average of 3,49 acres pasture per animal
unit and eve y does not fnish enough forage,

Tvice as muich alfalfa and twice as much silage 18 needed to furnish
an adequate winter feed supply, Alfalfa and corn silage is specified
because there is a need far a more intensive forage system than is
now in use,

ACTIVITIES - AGH

A. Situation

Corn yields per acre is about 46 bushels, Small grain ylelds
are fairly sati ary., There is about 3,49 acres of pasture per
andmal unit and ¢ is usua over grazed, There is 0,79 acres
of hay per animal unit and .02 acres of silage per animal unit,

The agronomy committee recommended that twiee as much alfalfa and
silage are needed, The carrying capacity of pasture should be in-
creased to three acres per animal unit and that this be such as te
mare adequately furnish forage without being over grazed, The need
is mare improved pasture, The committee thinks that emphasis should
be placed on farage production,

B. Fars,

1, Goals: Incroase acreage of alfilfa by fifty acres, In-
crease carrying capacity of pasture to three acres per animel unit
and increase the a ge of silage 50 800 acres,




Gresene County 1s located in the Northern Piedmont Section of
Virginda, It is bordered by Albemarle, Orange, Madison, Page
and Rockingham Counties,

About 32% of the ninety-seven thousand acres is contained in
the Shenmandoah Matiomal Park, publie roads, home sites, and
other non-farm uses wmtely fourteen thousand acres
of this non~farm land is in

Sixty-seven thousand three I »d aleven acres make-up the
six hundred sixty two farms he county, About 35000 acres
of the farm land is in woods, 21000 in pasture and 19000 in

croplamd, cropland harve 2421 acres,

The average size farm is 101 acres, Farty-one percent of the
farms have less than fifty acres and 364 have mare than 100
acres,

Agriculture is the ple industry and makes up & major
part of the county ine Gross agricultural income in 1954
was one and a iollars, Poultry makes up about
50% of the total income, Ilivestock ranks second in income,
dairy third, and ps fourth,

About 60% od the farmes have a gross income of less than
$1200, and 50% of the farme have income exceeding farm in-
come, Many of the low income farmers find off-farm employment
in arlottesville, kton, and Orange,

DE®R

The drought, lov margin of profit and high cost of living have
foreed larper mumbers of small farmers to find employment off
the farm, Mare of the farm women are finding off farm employ-
ment, This has created a tremd toward larger farm operations
and fewer farms, Cropland acres has declined and pasture acres
have increased along with the trend of mare livestock, Although,
the mumber of farms and acres of crops have decreased total

farm production has increased, Higher yields per acre amd pro-
duction per animal has more than off-sst the decline in acres
and farms,

Many farms are ¢ sati ctary income, al-
though livestock prices are mare favorsble now than in the
passes several year




- ~COUNTY AGENT
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