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Lunenburg County, which is situated in the heart
of Southside Virginia, has an area of 437 square miles and
a population of fifteen thousand. Of this number there are
723 colored farm families with a total farm population of
six thousand six hundred and fifty-five. BSixty-six per cent
of the colored farm families are ownerse

In the past generation most of the families derive
ed their incame fram tobacco and cotton, but the global war
that has just been ended changed the farming practices to
more diversificatione It is not a surpriee to find a young
baby calf on the farm of a man who has literally raised to=-
bacoo 'to the Door',

The standards of living in the county has shown a

gradual increase toward better homes, inside aud out, to betper

health in regards to the farm sanitation, and better farming

practices,




COUNTY ADVISQORY BQARD

The County Advisory Board or Board of Agrioulture is an integral
part of Extension Service in every Countye This Board is composed of
farmers from each organized Community, at least one woman and one mane There

are also business and professional men and wamen. This group meets at

least twice a year to help the Agent make plans and to summarize the year's worke

It is the Sponsor of all Extension activities, namely: Meat shows,
Conference Tours, Fairs and County-wide picniocs.
The Advisory Board sponsored a tour,which was held in August, and
started an Audio=Visual Meeting, that shows pictures of interest to the
farmers every Thursday evening at the Kenbridge Grede School.

The Advisory Board met twice this year.

STATE ADVISCRY BOARD MEETING

The State Advisory Board convened in Primee Edward County on
September 4th and 5the The Looal Farm Agent, Howard M. Smith and delegates,
Mrse Rachel Wilson of the West Hill Community, and lMre Harlis Gee of the
Betheny Community. On the second day, Mre George Edmonds of the Kenbridge
oommuni ty substituted for Mre Harlis Gee.

There were one hundred and nine delegates present from fifty
two countiese The delegates owned seven thousand fife hundred and fifteen
acres of land valued at five hundred and twenty eight thousand dollars.

The meeting on the first day met at the Mount Moriah Churche The
delegates made their reports of the various activities in their respective
oounties, Pasture improvement, High yields from corn Hybrid, Canning
Demonstration, poultry production, home improvement and specifio information

toward better farming were high lights of the many reports.
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Mre Le Be Dietrich, Director of Extension Service in Virginia,

addressed the oconferencees The theme of his talk was to make the best use

of all the factors that aided in better living standards and better farminge

Mre John We Mitchell, Field Agent of USDA, Washington, De Ce, expressed
the idea that the negro farmer should ocatoh a glimpse of the many
opportunities offered him and make the best use of the many things that would
better their oconditions,

The second day, the meeting was held at the Second Mount Zion Church,
the meeting was highlighted by the address of Mre. Cornelious King, of the
Farm Credit Administration, he took as his subjeot 'one for all and all for one's
He gave a brief history of the organization which began in 1933, He then told
of the many ways in which the Farm Credit Administration would help the small
farmer. He also told how the Assooiation helped form oredit Union and
Cooperative.

Miss Cameron, Food Specialist of the State Extension 0ffice, spoke
on rurel healthe 8She listed several ways that would insure good health;
lJWell borne2. Secure home. 3. Wedl fed, 4. Well built Home, 5. Protected
against Diseases, 6. Insure for healthe

Mre Je S. Higgenbotham, Garden Specialist of Hampton Institute, gave
some very interesting facts on the small fruit situation in Virginia. He
stated that the average farm is far from being stooked with suffiecient fruit,
that ocould be easily raiseds

Mre Je Ge Lancaster, Farm Agent for Prince Edward County, gave the
history of Extension Service amont negroes in that County. He told of how
he found and county and the progress made in the past six years., He gave an

insight on the future of Agrioulture in the county and the many ways that the




farmers could improve their homes, farms and in gemeral, their standard of

livinge

Mre Ross We Newoome closed the Meeting by stating that far too little milk
is being produced in Virginiaes Pastures are far below par and that the future
of Agrioulture in Virginia will depend on how the younger pgeneration on the

farms will carry out the modern farming practices in the future.

The farm tour which was held on August 28, 1946, was a great sucocess, with
sixty=-seven men and twenty-six women participatinges There were twenty-eight card
in the tour. The tour started at the home of Mr. George Edmonds of the Kenbridge
communitye Mre. Edmonds gave a brief history of his past farming experiences,

He stated that when he first started to farm, he cultivated 19 aores of ocorn, and
that this years orop of one acre and a half would far exceed the yield from the

19 acres, He also stated that he was only farming twentye-aores of lands, On this
farm, the farmers saw an acre of alfalfa which had been out four times already this
year, two milk cows, a eow and seven high grade Duroc Jersey Shoats, tobacco,
lespedeza, garden, puultry and winter cover cropss The Corn Hybrid should yield
between seventy~five and a hundred bushels per acre,

The tour next stopped at the home of Mre Alex Craighead of the Mé. Dethel
communitye. Here, the group saw a two aore plot of corn Hybrid, Illinois 448. This
was a good plot of corn and should yield €0 or 70 bushels per acres

From there, the group went to the home of Mre William Jones of the Victoria
communitye There the farmers saw a group of Registered Berkshire hogse Mr. Jones
gave his ideas for such a projeot and his plans for the future. There was a pure

bred male, a barrow, a sow and six pige in this demonstration.
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The farm of Mre Roy Smith of the Court House Cammunity was next visited.
There, the group saw a cammercial poultry plant, He showed an inoubabor of
600 eggs ocapacity, 200 laying hens, 150 spring pullets, two sores of Mommouth
Yellow Soy beans, which stood more than waist high and a flook of thirty or more
turkeys. He stated that during the war, he maintained a floock of more than
four hundred hens,

The tour next stopped at the home of Mre. Washington Wilson, Jre, of the West

Hill communitye There they saw a modern brooder house for the farm familye. Mre

Wilson estimated the cost of the house at forty dollarse The house was of logs

with a frame tope There was a brick furnace that supplied the heat. The place
of the small farm flook was discussed and the sanitation especiallye.

At the home of Mre Mason Gee, of the Betheny Community, the group viewed a
field of Corn Hybrid, Illinois 448. This two acre plot was estimated to produce
approximately 150 bushels of corne Mre Gee stated that thies was his first time to
raise this type of corn and that he was well pleased,

The tour came to a stop at the well diversified farm of Mr. Lulu Gee's,
There, the group saw a two acre plot of Corn Hybrid, U.S. 13, which was better than
average field of Corn, which was estimated to produce more than 150 bushels for
the two acres. A pasture seed to pasture mixture was next seen, This pasture was
onoe partially a swamp but due to terracing, this pasture was completely void of
waters The group next saw a modern poultry house with moveable roost poles, droop=
ing board, moveable nests and a well ventilated house, A pure bred Guernsey bull was
shown by Mumford Gee, a 4=H Club Membere This bull was a perfect pioture of health
and this animal was a great inspiration. The group then walked down to the home
of Mre. Scott Madduxe There the group inspected the home and saw a yard

beautification of nmatural shrubbery. Mrs. Maddux stated that she got great pleasure

out of her home with such pleasant surroundingse.
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The group then went back to the home of Mr. Lulu Gee and ate lunoche

After lunch, the farmers gathered under the shade of the yard trees and listenpd

to the encouraging remarks of the State Agent, Mr. Ross W, Newsome, He swumariszed
the tour and told of the many helpful ways that the farmers could get assistance
from the Extension Services, He told of the milk situation in the South and of
how the southern farmer could graze oattle in the middle of the winter as in the
summere Mree Collier, Principal of the Kenbridge Gmade School, expressed hsrssif
herself as to the benefits derived from the tour and how the Extension Servioce
had helped her in the school Beautification projecte Mr. Poles, the Vooational
Age teacher, expressed how he had been helped by the tour. Mr. Craighead, Ass.
Age teacher, and also Veterans Advisor, made similar remarks,

A few of the men and women stated that they had really enjoyed the

tour, after which the Agent closed the tour.

Ctrs en Low ™
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ADULT DEMONSTRATIONS

Ll 3

The introduction of CorneHybrid in this County has made the average yield
of corn per acre 10% higher and cut down the acreage at least 12%, At least 3 out of
every 5 farmers had an acre or more on the farm this year, There were many oute

standing plots in the County this year,

Mre Lulu Gee, of the Betheny Community, was one of these. He planted one acre

and seven tenths of Us S 13. This plot had received ta‘n—n.tonn of lime and 800

lbse of phosphate in the spring of 1946, At the time of the spring fallowing, this
field was in lespedeza., He applied 300 lbs. of 4=12-4 per aore under the corn at
planting timee Flat cultivation was used, at the last cultivation, one hundred and
seventy-five pounds of nitrate of soda was used as a side dressinge This yield from
this was one hundred and twenty four bushels,

Mre George Edmonds,of the Kenbridge Community, planted one and one half acre
of Illinois 448, The corn followed a orop orimson oclover, to which had been added
600 1bs of phosphate and § tons of limes At the time of planting, this corn received
300 lbse of 4-12-4 fertilizer. Flat oultivation was used and at the last oultivation,

one hundred and fifty lbs. of nitrate of soda was added. This plot of land yielded
150 bushes of corne

Mre. Edmonds stated that he made more corn this year than he made when he first
started to farming oa 19 acres,

Mre Mason Gee, of the Betheny Community, planted one aocre and one tenth of
Illinois 448, This field had never had any lime but 600 lbs, of phosphate was sown in
lespedeza in the fall of 1946¢ At the time of planting, 260 lbs. of 4-12-4 fertilizer
per acre was added, and at the last cultivation, whic' was flat cultivation, he mimed
150 pounds of nitrate of soda with 200 lbs of 4=12-4, and used it as a side dressinge
This plot of land yielded 85 bushels. Mr. Gee stated that not more than fifteen man
hours were spent in the tillage of the soil after the land was broken.
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He also stated that he made more ocorn this year than he made last year on sixe

WINTER PASTURE DEMONSTRATIONS

'Y.fr. ("oorﬁa_,‘idf'.'f_‘ﬂ!'

Omne Aore of Pasture,

This pasture follows a fallow of lespedeza where three tons of ground limestone
was added in the spring and 800 1lbs of puperphosphate.

When the winter pasture was sown 600 lbs. of 4=12=4 fertilizer was added.

Three bu., of abruzzi rye and 15 lbs, of Kye grass and five lbs. of orimson clover,
This pasture is now grazing two cows,

Mr, Harlis Gee

Two acres of Pasture,

This pasture follows a lespedeze fallowe This field has not had any lime but
1000 1bs. of phosphate was added in the springs At the tiwa of seeding, 800 lbs,
of 4«12-4 was added, five bus of pye and forty five lbse. of Rye grass was seeded,

This pasture is now grazing 4 oows, two heifers,and two mules one day a week,

SWINE

Mre William Jones, of the Victoria community, started in the fall of 1945 with a
five month old pure bred Berkshire male, purchased from Purnell Taylor of Charlotte
Court House, In the spring, he purchased a pure bred Berkshire gilt, which was a.ready
brede This sow farrowed on the 29th of May with six pigse From the sale of four pigs,
he was able to purchase another pure bred female pige The sow,that ki he bought in the
spring, farrowed on the 10th of November, with seven pigs. He is going to keep on
hand three sows and at least 10 shoats along with the male,
BEAUTIFICATION

The planning of the farm yards and homes in this County is increasing as the
farm families repair and build better hames. This year, seven homes were beautified,
two churches and one schoole

The most noteworthy of all if the hame of Mr. and Mrs. Scott Maddus of the
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of the Betheny Cammunity. They built a new home in 1941 and in the fall of

1942, this Demonstration was starteds The yard was plowsd and harrowed. Some
phosphate was added, Small cedar tress were set around the home. A rose garden
was started in the side of the yard and two yard trees were set infront of the
home. Today, the cedars are more than four feet high, and are kept trimmed and
boxede The grass was not sown on the natural grasses that appeared after the

adding of the phosphate,




4~H CLUB WCRK
There are seven 4=H Clubs in the County and one hundred and forty boys
and girls enrolled, These clubs are looated in each distriet of the County.

One hundred and twenty-six members completed their projeots.

&1 CLUB COUNCIL

This group of boys and girls are the Administrative organization of the
4-H Clube They meet once or twice a year to make plans for Club work for the
year and to summarize the work which has been done, This group of boys and
girls are selected from each of the organized clubs of the county. There are
sixteen members of the Council.

4=-H DEMONSTKATIONS

Lo

Bumerson Gee, of the Betheny 4=H Club, planted 1/2 mcre of Corn Hybrid,
Illinois 448, He fallowed a lespedeza field whioh had received 400 lbs. of
phosphate in the f ff 19464 At the time of planting, he applied 2560 lbs, of
4=12-4 fertilizer. He used the flat cultivation methode At the last cultivation,
he applied 100 lbs. of nitrate of soda as a side dressinge The yield from this
plot was 40 bushels. The—eest-of-prodnstne-thts-—Clot-war—firarod-at-Htive0

2 2 s i ﬂa + . - li - “IX [‘.{L' .

POULTRY

James Tisdale,of the Trinity 4=H Club, purchased 75 Plymouth Rook chiocks in
February. lo was able to raise 73 of the mmber boughte Of this number, 46 were

roosters and 37 were pulletse He sold the roosters for broilers and as the pullets

developed, he culled out the ones he did not want and sold or ate them. From the

sale of these, he received 46,00, The number of pullets that he kept was 24, which

are at the present laying about 33 per ocente
Chickens bought « 76 = = = = = = = « = «§ 0,25
Feed and equipment bought = = = = =« = ~ = 32,00
SEES B0J4 " == »s s - = $9,00
Chickens solds = = - = - = 46,00
¥ Db.00
13537

Money on hand - =




SUMMARY
FARM IMPKOVEMENT
le Terracing
(a) 4,000 yards campleted )
]
(b) 1,660 yards staked )
2e lime and Phosphate
(a) 60 tons of lime )
) Demonstrations
(b) 15 tons of phosphate )

3¢ Pastures

(a) 17 acres of winter pasture ) 9 farms

(b) 26 acres of permanent pasture - ) 14 farms

B« FARM BUILDINGS
1, Poultry Building and BEquipment
() 4 brooder houses built,.
(b) 2 laying houses built
(6) 9 brooder furnaces builtse
2. Homes
(o) 2 homes soreened.
(b) 2 kitchens remodeleds
(c) storage houses built,
(d) 7 hames landscaped,
26 Demonstrations,.
1,760 quarts of meat canned,.
300 quarts of fruit cannede
32 meat oculling demonstrations,
4 pure bred hogse
7

o pure bred male roosters.

d farms changed poultry flockse

5,660 baby chiocks purchased for Demonstrations.
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SUMMARY (ocont.)

DISEASES AND PARASITES.
670 hogs inoculated,

176 hogs treated for worms,

17 poultry f{locks treated for parasites,

12 ocows treated for minor ailments,
8 turkey flocks treated.

7 mules and horses treated,
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GENERAL ACTIVITIES - Continued
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EXTENSION ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING
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MARKETING AND DISTRIBUTION
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HOUSING, FARMSTEAD IMPROVEMENT, AND EQUIPMENT
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH
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SUMMARY OF 4 H CLUB BOYS’ AND GIRLS' PROJECTS
(One club member may engage in two or more projects. The sum of the projects Is therefore greater than the number of different elab members enrolled)
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MISCELLANEOUS
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