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Senate Meeting for 2023-2024 
Undergraduate Student Senate at Virginia Tech 
Mar 14, 2023
Commonwealth Ballroom, Squires Student Center 

A. Call to Order 
a. President Lohr called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM
B. Adoption of Agenda 
a. President Lohr opened the floor for a motion to adopt the agenda.
b. Senator Daniel Pena Salazar motioned to adopt the current agenda. 
c. Senator Zachary Schmidt seconded to adopt the current agenda. 
C. Adoption of Previous Minutes 
a.  02/15/2022  Meeting Minutes
b. Senator Zachary Schmidt  motioned to adopt the previous minutes
c. Senator Tristan Southerland seconded the motion to adopt the previous minutes
D. Cabinet Reports 
a. To be sent out via email 
b. USS Cabinet
i. Elections are coming up! Instead of committee meetings next week, go to the debates. 
ii. President’s advisory group, a group that is composed of all the presidents of all of the five senates. Please let Caroline know if you have anything for her to bring up at the meeting. 
iii. Mental Health Coalition, groups of students coming up with new and innovative ways to help students at Virginia Tech. A representative is needed so please let Caroline know if you would like to participate.
iv. If you need anything please let us (Cabinet) know.
c. Issues and Policy
i. Research on upkeep of sidewalks and lighting on campus.
ii. Vehicular safety on campus such as crossing guards and speed bumps to avoid people getting hit and overcrowding. 
iii. Hate speech on YikYak: Anonymous posts that are offensive that get through the app’s guidelines. Students at Virginia Tech have been affected. Working towards removing YikYak from Eduroam to limit hate speech.
iv. There will be research groups and they will present findings to the USS.
E. SCHEV/SAC update
1. No new updates. 
b. VP Equity and Inclusion
i. Happy Women’s History Month! 
ii. Meeting with Parking Services to look at lowering prices and looking at different avenues of how to best to support the school and the students. 
iii. Principles of Community Week! Further development for principles of community to better ourselves. 21 workshops, at the end, a digital badge will be awarded. Submit via Canvas.
iv. The President of Botswana is coming to VT! 3/21 from 11am-12pm in the Commonwealth Ballroom.
v. Relay for Life Pageant on 3/21 from 7pm-9pm.

F. VP Finance
1. UCSO Policy working group this Friday from 3:30pm-4:30pm at Brush B. Looking at policy.
2. Budget update will come later today. 
ii. VP Administration
1. Happy Pi Day! 
2. Due to tech issues, a PDF of today’s powerpoint has been emailed out. 
iii. VP and BOV Rep
1. VT BOV Meeting upcoming on 3/19-3/20.
2. Working on Ross Report
3. Survey will be sent out to the USS. 
4. Updates
a. RSVP to the USS End of the Year Banquet
i. Mar 16, 2023 in the Commonwealth Ballroom.
G. Director Reports 
a. To be sent out via email 
H. University Governance Reports 
a. University Commissions and Committees Reports
i. VT Parking Committee:
1. At a recent DEI meeting, parking after 5pm. Parking services informed that any parking pass can be allowed in the parking lots except for the F/S 24/7 lots. Perhaps a poster or advertisement could be used to inform students before the new parking manual comes out.
2. Parking tickets are going to be $45 instead of $40. Handicap spots are now being fined $250. 
3. Parking survey is out! Parking Services read the responses, so please 
4. Get your car green logged by parking services if you really need to have the spot (if you are moving).
5. On the back of the parking permit, there is a QR code, and there is information there. Next year, there is going to be a link that directs you to the parking manual. 
6. Towing - know where your car goes. 
ii. CUSA Report
1. none
b. Shared Governance
i. CSPA Resolution 2022-23B
1. Staff Senate Constitution and making changes to their constitution.
2. If you have any comments/questions email Caroline Lohr
3. The form is still open for this policy. Comments are crucial and questions are important! 
4. Questions:
a. Daniel Pena Salazar- Could the constitution word their draft in a way that is less hostile? Where is the funding coming from?
b. Tristan Southerland - They are going about it properly and correctly with their wording. 
c. Isaac Lerner - Stepping over one boundary with vaccines why not others?
ii. CAPFA Resolution 2022-23B
1. No Comments regarding this resolution.
2. If you have any comments/questions email Caroline Lohr
iii. CGPSA Resolution 2022-23A
1. No Comments regarding this resolution.
2. If you have any comments/questions email Caroline Lohr
iv. CGPSP Resolution 2022-23C
1. First reading. 
2. If you have any comments/questions email Caroline Lohr
3. No questions asked. 
v. CGPSP Resolution 2022-23D
1. First reading. 
2. If you have any comments/questions email Caroline Lohr
3. No questions. 
I. Old Business 
a. None. 
J. New Business 
a. February 2023 Budget Update:
i. Eric Walker, Director of Finance
ii. There is excess funds. Are there any ideas on what we can do with the large amount of money to spend. 
1. Eireann Maybach - Cost of paint for the wall mural or marketing on buses. 
2. Otchere- Merch!
3. Mallory Fields - Fun carnival where students can come and learn who USS is. 
iii. Hokie Effect updates
iv. Election Reimbursement is coming up as well as the banquet and inauguration fees. 
b. LASO Constitution Reading
i. LASO Constitution Reading
ii. Christian from LASO is here to present their new Constitution. 
iii. Old constitution, but cleaning up with wording since it was last written five years ago. 
iv. No questions asked. 
v. Next USS meeting this constitution will be voted on. 
vi. Bring questions and comments to Christian. 
c. Affirming Principles of Community
i. Tear-jerking letter about the importance of Ut Prosim and the importance of the values of the Principles of Community. 
ii. Motion to enter Daniel Pena Salazar
iii. Anthony Tran Seconded
iv. Need to make a motion to vote on President’s Lohr letter to approve letter reaffirming the Principles of Community
v. Second - Tristan Southerland
vi. Vote:
1. Yay: 36
2. Nay: 2
3. Abs: 0
vii. Reaffirmed the Principles of Community.
K. Guest Speaker
a. Viv Cohen, freshman student leader at Hillel. 
i. USS Senators have priority. Tentative date is 5/15-5/25.
ii. Free flight from Newark. Everything is paid for except for transportation to and from Newark. 
iii. Opportunity to meet government members from Israel and Palestine to learn about conflict and learn about the underrepresented constituents. 
iv. Visiting religious sites. 
v. Experience local culture with free time. Great opportunity to network with other students. 
vi. Application closes Friday.
b. Kiera Schneiderman, USS College of Liberal Arts & Human Sciences Senator
i. Vandalism of Jewish Community Building
ii. Vandalism was signed with a graffiti signature. Still looking for whomever is responsible for the vandalism. 
iii. Questions:
1. Tristan Southerland - Is the community doing anything different to help prevent this from happening in the future? - As of now, nothing is being done. 
c. William “Mac” Babb III, VT Police Department. 
i. Transportation and Public Safety:
1. Their mission is to enhance the safety and quality of life for students, faculty, staff, and visitors through: effective law enforcement, proactive crime prevention, and partnership with the university community. 
2. There are challenges associated with safety: campus is welcoming to cars, bikes, & pedestrians. Trouble with accommodating all forms of transportation. Integrating campus roads for scooters, skateboards and other types of transportation modes. 
3. Laws differ between Campus & the Town of Blacksburg. 
4. Crosswalks are a dangerous place! Encourage people that the vehicle yields to a car instead of getting hit. 
5. Focusing efforts on crash data - an increase in reportable crashes, pedestrians hit, bikes hit, and an increase in DUI cases. 
6. Accident exchange through phones. Hopefully reducing the number of unintended accidents happening. 
7. Questions:
a. Eireann Maybach - When were the DUI cases registered? Before or after regulations on Center St.?
b. Otchere- What are other ways VT Police are doing to minimize accidents and keep students safe? - Education. 
d. Public Forum 
i. Zachary Schmidt, Dining Hall Updates
1. Construction between Derring & NCB
a. New restaurants at Hitt Hall!
b. Planned to open this time next year. 
ii. Tristan Southerland
1. Pride week is coming up! Burruss Hall will be lit in lavender. 
iii. Daniel Pena Salazar
1. Weeks of Welcome: People needed!
L. Adjournment
a. President Lohr read through the Agenda again.
b. President Lohr opened the floor for a motion to adjourn.
c. Senator Daniel Pena Salazar motioned to adjourn the meeting
d. Senator Isaac Lerner  seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting
e. The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM
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