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an average of 250 quarts of fruits, vegetables and meats for her
flys With this food sv y » able to feed her family of four
very easily.

Mrs. Doswell state et "Extension work means that I serve my

family better balanced meals, I save money by meking and remsking clo-

thing, I have a year rou z n end I understand more about home and

yard improvement."

MOST OUTSTANDI

The lNottoway Home Demonstration Club is the most outstanding club

county., The cludb has 45 members enrolled with an average monthly

L aClivities,
The leaders and members gave 18 demonstrations in meetings and 16 to
non~:lub members and neighbors, lead 14 discussions and assisted the
agent with 1 DT rations during the year.
This year was ¢t f t time in five years that Nottoway club did
not win first prize on educational exhibits at Achievement Day Program.
Nottoway club chartered = bus, taking forty women to
seting in wth Hill, Virginia. " 1ub
ard Meotings ¥ selling,
Achievement Day, Farmer's Conference, National H. D. Week Celebration
and training meetings.
Last year the 1 four taskets of food to needy families at
Christmas time. They are planning to give five baskets to needy fam-

iliea this Christmas.
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Mrs. Knoght sta ske extra money. She has

sewing problems this year,
makes most of mn ¢lo ¢ with making her work and
for herself this spring.
ht han serve an ohalirman
Better Housir S om which she alsc serves as a result
demonstr ot churches, schools and county wide
ings to encourege rural pe e to improve their housing situation.

From 1952-1954 Mrs. Knight served as president of the District

H. D. Committee Meeting. In the 1955 meeting Mrs. Knight served as

lesder for penel discussi r How We Gan EZxpen Our Program.*

jeef Cutting Demonstration was held at
with 28 farmers and homemakers attend-

nrm Agent

The Freeman Doswell family of Prospect Community which is

located at Route 1, Blackstone, Virginia has benefitted greatly

his own. he Doswells are members of the Prospest

Advisory Board., Mrs. Doswell is a mem~

Mrs. Doswell hes held th frie

~treasurer of the Frospect Community Club siace
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on extension
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seven young people are members of the H. D. community clubs in the
uring the year 65 young men and 116 young women were assiste

fOgTam .

Membership

other families

tours, and 5 county wide adult pro=-
nty wide 4~H programs were held in various communities,
vhere many non=club femilies were invited to attend, Four-H and H. D.

members and the agent visited families in communities to pubdblicize the

extension prog he program was also publicized in churches, schools

uncements and the newspapers.

{ COMMITTEE

aommitte i > sed of 86 menberc, the presidents

program develogment leaders cf each of the 13 adult clubs,
conmittee met Swice alone and twice with the sdvisory board during

In these meetings the group made plans, checked on progress




Wild Life Conference

Two members and one leader attended the Wild Life

Virginia State

National 4-
laadare
Wdtness hatl L -] r ion at a cChapel assambly program
at Luther H. Foster iigh School. This program, Spo ored by the county
4-H council, was presented reh 10 955, Twelve clubs in the cdunty
took part on program.
The program Was planne to acquaint more boys and girls with the
4-H program in the county. The program was as follows: A pannel on
"Meaning of 4=H Week", 4-H Awards, the "State 4-H Short Course® and
"State 4-H Wild Life Conference."
the "4<H Story" te the schoul to be
placed in the livrayy to acquaint more bdoys and girls with 4-H work.
Four-H awards were presented to 1954 winners, and the state winners
were announced. The A. G. Richardson Llementary School Choir partic=
iped on program also. The program was highlighted with the 4~H Can=
dle Lighting Ceremony, which was very impressive.
The Burkeville and Morning Star 4=H clubs held National 4-H Week
programs in their indivi 1 commuinites, Total attendance at these

2 program

G MEN AND YOUNG WOMENS WORK

Since ti no gbohig adult clubs in the coumty, their e

group was trained serve as leaders of H. D, and 4-H elubs. Fifty




Rural Life Sundaj
To have members become more active in religious work, and to en-
teke part in the service were obe
Rural Life Sunday.
Committees were appointed st the Jr., Council meeting in December
to make out plans for ounty wide program.
One hundred twenty fiv { members, leaders and ohbers attended

a county wide Rural Li Program on May 15, 1v55 at Macedonia Baptist

A short program was y ers of five 4-H clubs in the

countyes The Pastor of the chureh, Fe Je We Negginson spoke to the

y wide service, representing the combine efforss of
leaders, members, agent and chureh officials contributed greatly to
the spiritual well being to all. Bmphasizing the theme “"Improving
Family and Community Living", the program gave 4-H members an oppor-
tunity to think sbout home, community and world evemts in spiritual
terms. Members were encouraged tc n fy themselves with an insti-
tution that stands for higher ideas. fhe chureh was beautifully

decorated with flowers by 4-H members and leaders.

State 4-H Short Course

Six members and one leader attended the State 4-H Short Course at

Virginia State College, Petersburg, Virginia in June 1955, Excellent

reports were made by these de legates on their return in community and

coupty




Achievement Dey Progrem. Winners were: Flossie Carter, Morning Star,

lst prize; Ruth Carter, Burkrville 2nd and Joseph Coleman, Mt. Nebo,
P H ’

3rde.

State Contest
In order to give members a chance to compete on a state wide baasis
and to improve 4-H club work, members participated im the atate contest.

Five members to par e contest and two members won prizes.

in

Jennings Ordinsry 4-H club was winner in

$10.00 prize. L ; yr, a Surkeville 4-H member won a $50.00
poulsry project.
achievements Lynell Carter also was
attend the 4-H Regional Camp held
For the past six years he has
club, where he has served two years

rarvad s searetary a4 reporter of

leader., He has completed eight

been an active Junior Council member,

and in December 1954 he was

Short Courses. For outstand-




Poultry

As & means of inereasing the family income and supplementing the

fanily dliet 4=l mewnb iltry brooding and rearing.

The

1.

e ageat

Q.

Tes

methods of teachl

ult demonstrations, home visits, litersture, exhibits and charts.

One hundred eighteen members enrolled with 92 completing. Eight

hundred sixteen birds were raised through this project, 650 were sold

and used at home, and 166 were kept for layers.

OTHYR 4-H ACTIVITIES

ird Book mlant

The Junior Council sponsored record book contest for the fiftlk
year to improve 4-H club work, to create intersst for better record
keeping and to encourage all to keep their records. Membery

ewe completing their project with the best record bo ks enters the

hecked the members record books, and
IC year.

Two hundred six members passed in their record books as a result

e efforts. ’rizes for I best three books were awarded at the




group received training or their project work. Other methods used

to trein members inelude ) material and result demonstrations.

me hundred ninet led with 108 ompleting.

rooms were
care

rough arrangement, accessories and

learned to

girls

selected

lamps were

arranged cut flowers.
95 grew plants for room.

140 made dresser scarf

boys selected the garden project in order to help produce

family's food supy
a0l were
f food.

develop appreciation of the responsibility of farm and
community life.

fpprove the family food
zrow 7egetabl
learn the value good garden.
The groups receifed treining r a the agent through

demonstraticns, discussions, tten material eand home visitas.

bles,

members.




127 hair care

96 girls equipped

210 girls equip

E ong Improvement

jecause of the great

attractive, the 4-H planning

project

skills

iesire

learn to arrange

Plan an attr

ctive

yake bed and keep

Arrange furniture

Select
Make a

Use growing ite

plar

8. Make a dresser

scarf

Through method demonstr

for

the home more livable and

lected the home

improvement

bedroom,
haud,

simple furnishings.

more attractive bedroam.

e attractively and convenientlys

rovided for them.

tions by t

members leaders and the agent the




Looking your
This project i members were eager t
to look their best et
The objectives set
L0 encourage

1o promote self

0 learn to care f properly to save money.

To learn to use clothing and personal articles to best
advantage.

To improve p

followi

Rat

teeth and mmile.
ire and w
Hang up your clothes.

Dry clean washables.

One hundred seventy three girls enrolled in this project with 146

completin These g ceived treining from leadsrs and the agent

n ombarinl
exhibite meetings al visite.

Putstanding accomplishments were:

165 girls rated themselves.




The &vans built a new home 4 years ago which has 4 rooms on the

firat floor. The second floor has not been completed, and the firet

floor rooms have not been finished. There is no closet space provided

in the eantire we., The family is in great need for more rooms %
provide more privacy for the members.

On the farm the family raises a garden, corm, oats and rye. They
own one cow, one pig, and 10 hens, Because of the lack of an agricul=-
tural sgeut, the farm side has not been thoroughly analyzed eas yet.

The following goals have been set up by the family through assis=
tance of the home agent:

. Comphete two rooms upstairs for children.
Sheet rock 3 outer walts down stairs.
[nstell wall and base cabluets In kitehan,
Make children's clething.

Improve the yard.

Build closets in all bedrooms, china sloset in dining room
and book shelves in living room.

Wire the house,

Install running water.

Build 2 porches (front and back).

Increase famlly food supply.

Mrs. Svans is a member of the home demonstration club and five of
the children are in the 4-H club.

No »utstanding progress has been made, however the family hopes to

begin their plans by the first of the year.




STATE ADVISORY BOARD

Mrs. Eva Scott of Piney GCreen Community attended the State Advisory

Board meeting im Cumberland county on September 7, 8, 1955,

STATE FARMERS CONFERENCE
Twenty one men and women from Nottoway County attended the State

Farmers Conference at Virginia State College on April 14, 1955,

FARM AN (£ DEVELOPMENT WORK
In the county advisory board meeting on April 20, 1955 the board
recommemded seven families for jarticipetion in Farm and Home Develop~

ment wory. Criteria used in recommending these families included; Farm

family, preferably with children who ewn their home. Comparatively

young families to represent all areas of the county was also a basie
consideration, From this list of seven families the agent selected one
femily to begin with, the Clifton Evans Family.

Local leaders were acquainéed with the farm and home devalopment
approach through home visits, club meetings and circular letters,

Personal ~ells were made to explain the plan to the Evans family,
and on the first visit, they were interested in the farm and home dev-
elopment work. On the agents next visit to the Hvana home the family
was enrolled,

Mr., and Mrs, Clifton Evans live on Houte 5, Bleckstone, Virginia
with their family of three boys and three girls. The oldest is a boy
15 years old and the youngest is a girl 6 years old. All of the child-
ren are in school. They live on a 28§ sere farm, which they inherited

16 pears ago when the Evans first married.




These exibits wore jud r prizes on quality of work, orgin-
ality, neatness and educati Adult prizes were awarded as
follows; three first prize winners were Lt. “ion, ynion and Burkeville
D. ¢l P rosp D. club; three third prizes to
Nottoway, Jerusalm
Four-H winuers: st pri 3 it Nebo and Morming star 4-H
clubs; 2nd prize, Hickor rd prize, Burkeville 4-H club.
Four-H record book contest ] 1@ 18t Flossie Carter, Morning
Star; Bnd Ruth Carter, Burkeville; and 3rd Joseph Coleman, ¥t. Nebo.
test winners were: lst Mrs. L. A. Knight, Nottow:y; Qnd
s. Elmer Enight, Union.

fndividual work in esaning

I'he spelling contest winoess were: lst prize, Mrs. Frankie Fitz-

gerald, Nottowsy, 2nd prize, Mrs. Ethna Hurtt, Mt. 250m, 3rd prize

Mre. Kathleen Jennings, U
The following } Zrak I : Devotionals were led by 4-H
members; Walter IFYE I - i the sudience of his ex-
Jarter of tie Purkeville 4-H
club reported on h ipt H Regional camp held in Washington,
by theagent;

Ol ttee meeting; : > fiven

and awards and recognitior / He . Ford, Assistaat

District Agent.




FARMERS CONFERENCE

Two hundred and twenty farmers, homemakers and leaders a¢-
he Tenth Annual County Farmers Conference at Prospect Baptist
slackstone, Virginia on March 24, 1955, This all day confer-
sponsored b ty ivisory Board had a theme "Better
Health Through Better
Misas J. A. Peel, L 1 Home Agert in Charliotte County gave dis-
cussion and demonstration on "The Seyen Basic Foods®, Mr. I. C. Peoples,
Virginia State College talked sbout "Poultry Production®, and Mr. J.
8. Higgendbottom, Hamg nstitute discussed the "Year Roudd Gerden".
y the rural people ine

help solve farming and home=

The Annual Achievement Dsy program wes held Octobbe 15, 1955 at
the Dillerd Street Community Center, Elackstoze, Virginia. Two hun-

dred M, D, 4=l S {nisters, tesohers, prinoipels, agente
and others were present ¢ € hibits and hear the program. Ffour
4-i clubs end seven E. I 1 ! work completed this

Adult educational hibit d: Sewing equipment , Sewing fine
ishes, Clothing constructio Care of refrigerator and atove, Closets

and storage space, Christma A ft suggeations, Christmas gift wrappings

and 0ld Recipes.

o Four- 4 meubers hibited work on good groaming, vegetable gardens,




be used during the sw > is as important to preserve

food as to raise a garden, ti pantry f included in the tour.
The yards were judg for 11 {improvements made during the year.
Mrs. Bula ritzgers: was winner in the GCarden Contest, n the spring

she grew 21 different veget es in her garden, she had five vegetables

growing in & int rdexn rs. ritzgerald canned 400 quarts

of fruits and vegetat eans, stored 27 bushels ite
built a pantry
canned gpods
wery attrac-
tively.

Viss Lucinda Sowlkes wes winner in the yard contest. Outstanding
improvemen ts made by Miss wlkes were: lawn seeded and fenced in,
flowers planted bui ru y pl approved laundry area,
yard cleaned to yard, iss

Fowlkes b this year as a result of the contest.

1ts were thus:

families with

bushels vegetables

r sanned goods.




families have complete runiing water.
families have water in kitchen.

home freezers purchased.

8 homes painted.
12 yards improved.

The community club decided to sponsor & community garden and yard
contest with money won in the state contest. The purpose of this con-
test was to imerease the number of families raising year round gardens
in order to have fresh vegetables all year, %o make the community more
attractive with more beautiful yards, and to inerease interest in clubs.
This contest was opened to nomeclub members as well as members,

wo tours were held, one in June and one in October. The tours

were held to observe the spring and fall gardens and to jedge entrants

of contestants. BHEighty one members and visibars took part in these

e judges for ¢ tours were selected from smong H. D. club

year round, it was felt that food preservation

st families reised more vegetables than could




church lawn graded.

church moved baptising pool from front yard.
church planted posts.

church covered with asbestus siding.

chureh yards cleamed.

churches cleaned inside.

Seven ¢ He D. clubs contributed twenty baskets
of food to femil their cammunities, ~ The Jennings Ordinary
4-H club an ospect community club also gave personal gifts to
patients at Piedmont Sanitorum. The objective of this was to help make
Ghristmas merry for seme unfortunate familiss, ba premete hebber selal

©1ouship between the clubs and the comuunities and to trainthe youth to

be better citizens.

On April 2% 1955 16 H, D. leaders assisted the county health

officers with Salk Polio V,ceine Clinic in Crewe and Blackatone. The
Union and Hickory Grove 4-H clubs donated 280 lollipops for the clinmie

in Crewe.

Li ve-at-Home Work
Because of the continual need for improvement ia Prospect Community,
the live-at-home =ork was carried for the fosth year, 7This was the

secoud consecutive year that Prospect Community won a ppize in the

state wide contest,

the contest are:




The county committee invited the District meeting to Nottoway

County for 1956.

Netional H. D. Week

Npttoway County H. Dy clubs celebrated National H. D. Week with
a tea on Friday May 6, 1955 at Betheada Presbyterian Church, Nottoway,
Virginia. The refreshments were furnished by the H., D. clubs. A
short program was presented which consisted of Dress Parade, Spelling
Contest, Essay Contest, with subject "What H. D. Work Means to Me," A
Household Hints Contest and a short talk by the agent on "The Meaning
of National H. D, Week". Nir v e present to take part in ths
program.
The non=cludb members and the men learned more about H. D, activities
as a result of this program. Men and women expressed their desire to
work more closely with the Extenaion program after learning more of the

advantages of the

I'Y PROJECTS

To encourage cooperation, to prove the advantages of working to-
gether, to reach more people, end to meke the communities more attrac-
tive, each H 1 selected & community projeet for 1955, These
projects included church yard beautificatfon, reupholstering pulpit
furniture, cleaning church and church yard and improving the apppeare
inoe

foll QX“E ac Jﬁu‘,A‘ﬂ."m.Blla were made;
c¢hurch lpit furniture reupholstered,

church lawns seeded,




to encourege people to plan leisure time and to appresiate the velue
of recrestion and to develop appreciation for the beauty of rural 1ife.
These objectives were reached through workshops, method amnd result
demonstrations. Literature was distributed among the members in meete
ings. One hundred fifty six families received the benefit from this
work.
18 aldmionum trays were made.

O

16 chairs canned.

Driving Le

This project was not carried out because time waé not available

to collect enough information to ecarry thnugb.

OUTSTANDING HDC COMMUNITY PROJECTS

District Home Demonstrstion Committee

Forty H. D, Women from Nottoway County attended the District H. De
Commi ttee meeting in South Hill, Virginis on May , ¥955. Nottoway
County was represented with 4 delegates at this meting.

Mrs. L. A. Knight, Nottoway member, who served as president of
this conmittee for two years served as chairman of the fiscussion come=

- ' roant Our Progrem®,




(b) To tesch latest methods of food preservation.

servation leaders ware trained om April 15, 1955

at the Community Center in Blackstone, Virginia. Miss Mary. L. Thompson,

Associate Food and Nutrition Specislist of Blecksburg, Virginia trained
o

these leaders in an all day meeting. Information redeived by these
leaders included:
1. The steps and proper method of canning vegetables and meats.
The proper method of freezing vegetables and meats.
Methods of preparing main dishea for freezing.
4. TFreezing containers,

The leaders received written material ¢o use in their individual
club meetings., Esght dermonstrations were given by leaders in clud
meetings. Three hundred twenty canning and freezing pamphleta were
distrubuted among the members. Reports revealed that:

1,575 pounds of foods were fromen.
o 12,694 quarts of frulte, vwegetables, and neats sanned,

742 prepared

6 preasure cookers purchased.

3 home freezers purchased.

Rural Arts
To meke available to interested families the npportunity of ine
provements in arts and crafta was the overall objective. Other object~

ives were to develop desirable socdal rele tionships and chltural wvalues,




HOME IMPROVEMENT

Refinishing and Reupholstering Furniture

The planning committee felt that many homes could be made more
attractive and comfortable by getting the entire family to cooperate

together to make maximum progress. The following objectives were set

o create a desire for more attractive homms.

To encourage families to use what they have to save extra
buying.

To temoh families i y refinish and reupholster urniture.

Work was plamed and carried out in refinishing and reupholstering

furmiture. 4 furniture workshop was held on April 18th, 19th and 20th

where 25 men and women attended, representing three clubs. Fomr chairs

were reupholstered and one table was refinished at this workshop, The

following work was reported as a result:
12 chairs reupholstered.
1 sofa reupholstered.
idning roam ohairs refinished.

tables refinished,

buffet refinished,

Food Preservation

Because food costs remsins high and many rural families raise

gardens with more vegetables than is necessary in the summer, need

was felt for preserving some fo th food.
Therefore this project was selected to:

(a) Promote better nutrition.




Two hundred eighteen women in 12 clubs were trained in selecting
base and wall cabinets for the kitchen. Leaders and the agent gave
demonstrations and discussions in the meeting during the month of
November.

As a result of the housing program in the county the following
results were made and reported:

18 femilies built bethroom ciosets.
164 wmean

125 women mede provisions for cleaning equipment on first and
second f

floor.

14 homes covercd with asbestos siding.

€ new homes
femilies improven closets for children's uee.
fanilies added shelves in closets.
femilies made book shelves.
families built pantries.

L85 famd 11es s housing repairs,

111 kitehens peinted,

9 water systems installed.

4 sinks installed.

129 kitchens arranged.

75 kitchen linoleums instulled.

12 kitchen storage installed, 1 built,

worde
& Chest { drawers purchased.
29 homes installed screens.

7 homes were remodeled and 16 homes painted.




o guide feawdlies to spend their money %0 the best advantage.
l'o improve the kitchens,

lo improve home storage space.

o encourage sound plaming for wemodeling.

o teach the value snd procedures of housing repairs.

This information was acquired through leader training meetings,

club meetings, method dnd result demonstrations, tours, exhibits, die-
mshons, and written mamterial,

On April 27, 1955 Miss Mary B. Settle, House Improvement Specialist
trained eight housing lsaders. These leaders were trained in homse re-
modeling, repairs, Litchen improvement and closet space. The leaders
also received demonstration material and written material to aid them
wAth tids won i motings, Aght other leaders wele train~
ed by the agent

Fifty n1 nstrations and 65 discussions were given by the
leader and the agent in the club meetings on house repairs, house re-
modeling and kitchen arrangement, wo hundred and fifty four wamen
attended exhibits and tours to observe procedures dnd improvements
made.

fhe leaders and the agent assisted the members through discussiouns,
pictures and demonstrations on Plamning and Improving Storage Space in
the home., Outstanding points brought out were: (1) location fo storage
for convenience; (2) divide spece by shelves, drawer partitions, to
prevent wasted space; (3) design closet so that items can be seen and
reached with dinimum @ffort. Two hundred and fifty contacts were made

with this project.




The results reportsd by women were very encouraging. Ome hundred
and eighty families were assisted directly with Buying refrigerators,
149 with buying electric stoves, 139 women reported improvements in
caring for these appliences. Light refrigerators were reported pure

chased and 4 eleciric stoves were purchased.

*

using

There is still agreat need for famm families to improve their live
ing conditions in the county, 4lthough many improvements had been made
in previous years, housing continues to be inadequate for getting best
results for monsy spent. In both the old and new homes theare was ob-
viously a great need for improvement in the kitchen and utility areas,
the storage space, complete water systems and housing repairs, With
this in mind the following housing program was planned:

1. Remodeling your home.
2. BHousing repairs - care and repair of doors, windows,
steps, porches, walls and screens,
Improving closet space.
Kitchen arrangement and colors.
Purchase and build ki tchen cabiunets.
dlowing ebjectives were set up for the housing project:
create a desire for more attractive, comfortable and con-
venient rural homes for better living.

weams kors W use what they have to the best adve

To help families plan for and provide ths housing needed for

better living.




exhibit their garments by participating in & feshioa show.
Since these demonstrations were given, 149 women have reported
and exhibited 324 articles of clothing that were made for themhelves

and the children.

Home Management (Electrical Appliances)

Many rural families repowted problems in homs management and re-

quested assistance in this subject. More families have refrigerators

and electric stoves for the first time, and wanted to know how touse
them for meximum results.
Since the refrigemtor and stove are expensive household equip=-
mant Lhe waggh wanted o Kiow the besl methods o saring for them.
Somc times it is very difficult to get service when repairs are need-
ed. Other opjectives set up were:
l. To reduce cost of living by proper selection, care and use.
2. To develop a skill to use and care for electrical appliances.
3. To obtain mamimum service from electrical appliances.
Through method and result demonstrations, written material, charts,
discussions, tours, and exhibi ts training was given leaders, 260 home
demonstration mewbers and non-@sunbers. 'hree leader tralu.ng meetings
were held and 24 leaders assisted with this project. Information
given on this subject included the following subjectss
1. How to select and care for a refrigerator.
How to select and care for an electric stove.
How to get maximum service fram fefrigerator.

How to get maximum service from slectric stove.




high cost of ready made garments, the wamen requested help for more
instruction on making clothing for themselves and children's clothing.
e The objectives set up for clothing eonstruction were:
le To develpp skills in sewing in order to make sewing more
enjoyable.
To learn how to select styles and color for more indlvid-
uality in wardrobe,
o encourage sewing to help reduce the cost of living
by stretching the clothing dollar.
To learn to use the guide sheet and follow directions on
patterns, in order to make more professional looking garmemts.
To make use of leisure time and to make articles that could
be used for promoting and encouraging better living.
To reach these objectives work was planned in selecting patterns
and fabrics; cutting, besting and fitting; stitching and finishes.

Twelve clothing leaders were trained during the month of January

by the agent, to help women with cutting and constructing garments.

Training was given through method demonstrations by the agent and
leaders in clud meetings and small work groups. The women also obsere
ved the sawing one y the 12 result demonstrators in the county. Written
material was given to members and leaders. Two workshops were held on
making cotton dress.

Forty two demonstrations were given in all 12 of the home demon-

stration clubs to 179 women on the different steps in clothing come

struction., At the close of this project all the women were able to




There is atill a great need for improvement in the social and re~
ereational activities of the county. There are 26 churches in the
county which should provide sufficient religious emphasis and during
the year some efforts were made by some of the churches to provide
wholesome recreational activities with the youth. THere are 10 elem~
mntary schools in the county and one consolidated high school. Two of
the elementary schools in the county are consolidated., Having to ride
the bus for a good distance, many children are very late getting home
from school, therefore many 4-H memtings are held at night and on Set-
urdeys, since the 4-H aclubs are not allowed to meet in the schools,

The average family consistsof 5 to 7 members and with & limi ted

income it is often extremely difficult to meet the family needs. The

income is usually spent for food housing, clothing, health, and a few

other necessities which help to make lige more camfortable. Realizing
that there is a great need for improvement in family living conditions,

in the county it was the request of the people for more work on clothe

improvement, family clothing and reaching more people.

ADULT PROJECT WORK

Clothing
The women realized the continued need for assisteme in clothing
gonaty stien, Many famlllies 10 the cOunty have besn foreed to cut thelrs

elothing dollar in order to live within their means. Because of the




COUNTY SITUATION

Bottoway County has a total area of 308 square miles, 3.4] of
this square miles are located in the thres municipal sections of the
county. Aeccording to the 1950 census the total non-white populstion
in the county is 6,793, The 1954 census shows that there are 42§
Negro farm operators with 361 farm homes in the county. During the
past year there were 12 adult clubs and 13 4-H cluba.

Nottoway county is loeated in the Pledmont area of Virginia,
about 50 miles south of Richmond. There are J small towmns in the
county: Crewe, Burkeville and Blackstone.

et af S48 4 ' 14 4 s bhads be by fesmlug Witk

> a8 Lhe maiu crop., Meny femily members work away from home to

help msupplément the family income, at mills, construetion work, transg-

¢$portation, laundry and dry cleeaning, public work, sad small manufact-
uring plants. These ‘obs have helped to Insreass the Fanlly | nsmns
fow webter Liviag opportunities in many instances, By the closing of
Camp Pickett, many of the women have not been able to find jobs away

from home. 80 of the decrease in foh svnew

Although Nottoway county is outstanding with railroads and the
Creyhound bus runs on the main highways there is still a problem

for many of the ledies to g to meetings.




THE COUNTY SITUATION

Bottoway County has a totel area of 308 square miles, 3.4l of
this square miles are located in the three municipal sections of the
county. Aecording to the 1950 census the total non-white population
in the county is 6,793, The 1954 census shows that there are 426
Negro ferm operators with 361 farm homes in the county. During the
past year there were 12 adult clubs and 13 4-H cluba.

Nottoway county is located in the Pledmont area of Virginia,
about 50 miles south of Richmond. There are 3 amall towns in the
eounty: Crewe, Burkeville and Blackstone.

Most of the rural families earn their living by farming with

tobaceo as the main crop. Many family members work away from home to

help supplément the family income, at mills, construetion work, trang

portation, laundry and dry cleaming, public work, snd amall manufact-
iriig plante. Theas Jobe have helped to increase the family i{ncame
for better living opportunities in mauny instanses, By the sloeing of
Cemp Pickett, many of the women have not been able to find jobs away
from home., Because of the decrease in job opppetunities, there has

Aance and in other Extension Activities.

best advantage.
Although Nottoway county is outstanding with railroads and the
Creyhound bus runs on the two main highways there is still a prodlem

for many of the ladies to get to meetings.
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