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Introd ct°o

"The problem of the contemporary language of Greek architecture still remains ‘unsolved’ and any
debate about the contemporary ‘Greek styles’ is a debate about the ideology and culture of today."

Christofellis, Alexander, Function and Strateies of Architectural Comosition

e primary motivating force that led sunlight.....As one can understand, such a IE] Typical street in the area of Plaka:
Q to the realization of this project, project was the "excuse" for something bigger narow, shaded With trees,

Q_ was a continuous need I felt to than just the completion of a degree. It Surmundcd bY Oldcr thrce er fo"'
Q "reconnect" with the h sical and si nified the acce tance of a new res onsibil- Story h°“S°S’ abscncc er

· spiritual reality of Greece, for this is the place ity in terms of understanding and acknowledg-
· 1 Q, _ 1 I shall return to and attempt to understand ing the physical and social complexities of the(Q and taste the next step of my life. specific region of Greece. I urge the reader to( see this thesis not as having an end within

g
I 1,_._zg=-·

itself but rather as an initiative towards the(31 - „____t Throughout the past six years of my studies refinement of my perception and the formal-
I6é;ä;ä;ä;¤.·;;é*;§§§, *= IQ ,.—.1E‘ . . . . . . . .»„.._„__,. „ wrthm the realm of archrtecture, Greece was 1zat1on of my posntion on architecture andQIgg

1% -.1. ß standing like a shadow away from the "center archrtectural thought. Its primary intent was
of the picture"; mostly referred to as a "his- to enable me to explore the fundamental issues

r I- toric place" or "the land of Acropolis", it was and concerns derived from the life, attitudes,
ääeé ig Q Q· · -'__gW__ { ~ treated as "a country of the past." My percep- clrmate, context, materials and topography

gégjgg- Ü I tion of Greece is that of a place which is still within Old Athens, in the specific region
; 1 Q very much alive and evolving and my desire known as Plaka. Therefore, the whole processQQ g · gg _. was to find a way to communicate these is just part of a personal search which will1I 1.Q tz-? ·=¥=E:EE. - _§Ig,_"·_ „ I ‘ Q . . . . .QI -1 Q Q intense feelrngs. This rs the reason I chose to continue as I return to Greece and try to

I „ . • „ • •„_...giI work on a project that takes place in the evaluate the assumptions, thoughts, cr1t1c1sms
shadow of the rock of the Acropolis, the and approach that I assumed.

Q ; symbol of both past and future Greece. TheQ · I ‘.„.....S-;:§i%iI2iLgg2;;;;é;ägä;äj%;=€==g—^—„.._ . . . . .1 dlftldnlnas and dangers df nstng auch a
beeame apparent during my visit andSuhSe-g2*I*;:;-aiä.g2gé§:"; igiiiéég :-6’‘°‘°‘‘· Q •I;„

Q QQ ..t:- quent analysis of the eontext of the area- IQ I I TIIIIII
1 Q ·: This thesis has become a stepping stone in my QQQQQ · Q - ·

IQ I I
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OArchitecture

e goal of this thesis was to create compose them would be redefined, therefore and provide a means through which such
a Center for research, dialogue enabling them to relate to the spiritual, changes can occur, I have tried to design a

and artistic, political, scientific, social and place where the above ideas can come into
retreat among representatives and economic conditions of my country today. being.
scholars of the contemporary

Greek culture, civilization and Orthodoxy.
Their ultimate responsibility would be to It is obvious that such responsibility cannot e main design challenge enconn_
define a "path’? through which the Greek be given exclusiyely to one grotup of people, tere Aerial Pheteeisnh er Athens everculture and religion may be able to con- such as socrologrsts or theologians or artists, was the composition of spaces in the menntnents er the Aeienelis
tinue developing harmoniously in the but rather lt should be the result of the Such a männer as to attract and serye
future, assuming a position that is respect- commitment and undertaking by a group diametrically opposite functions,
ful to the history and contemporary needs dedicated individuals representing all of the types of expression and personallties_ Theareas avted abvve- The mteatlva vf ereatmg Place of Learning fer the researeher-seientist

sneh a Center antlelpates the makmg vf a is the library; the Place of Expression for theThe atterhpt was rer me te hhoerstahe the Plaee whlvh PreVldes these lndlVldttals wlth artist is the studio; the Place of Creation forPessthle WeYs thet these twe Wertes eehltl the ablllty tv evllabvrate thrvagh dlalvgae, the writer could be a simple desk in a room.eorhe together tv re°eXplore thelr evmvlex exehange and eritleism, While at the same These parameters, as well as those concern-
relatlenshles and hends, as detlned ln the time cultivating opinions, creativity and the ing the eontextuality of the site, pushed me
past and as they need tv be deflned new, ln development of critical ability. The members during the early design stages to think of thisthe eehtext ef the raedeta e°e‘etY· As e ef saeh a grvap vaght tv kavw the lmpvrtaaee Center as a Complex, ennrprised of fnnr
result, the gval was tv ereate a place, a and impact of their personal work, as well as fundamental parts_ Each part would act
sednenee er spaees, fer this ttmeetlngtt tv that of their team, on individuals and on the independentlys yet be linked together with thehaPPen- Wrltetrs, pvets, ,Palnters, mnslelans, larger social group. They are the "flames" of others, ereating lthe whole•, through what l
SCUll3tOIS, altchltects, SOCl0lOglStS, theolo- tOday°S Greek culture Should not Only call the ccOutdOOr Place OfExchange};gtehs»thehks ehe Pesters» Preteesers ef the be preserved bat evmbmed tv make a larger ednrtyard aets as the centerpiece, the connect-tlhtvetetttes _theY Wehltl all Pert‘elPete· flame, a 'flre' if pvsslble that bams strvagly ing element of the different parts, and it isThls eollahoratloh Wohle avt have a dee“‘ wlthent lnterrllptlen, deflnlng var image concidered the place where in the form of. . 7mentlng eharaeter- lt wenld net be teenslng holistically for today's and future generations.
on the examination of the past from a
htsmfteqhmtaßeettve, bet The above thoughts comprise only a part of
rather it would be based on the critical and the theoreticat oase of this project. Being
reapvasrble stddY vf tedaY s ealtare and rts aware of the fact that architecture alone is
relationship with Orthodoxy. Throughout this not in the position of oringing about changes
Preeess, these ttghtly related Parts vf Hetlentsm or solutions to social, cultural, or political
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The Site
The idea of the building as a complex I choose this site realizing the special needs of (Greek) spirit, the representatives of Ortho- I
composed of smaller independent yet the rather unique and demanding functions that doxy can not be absent. The position that I AlHtGfCOHHGCted parts, 1S OHG Wh1Ch I h3.VG WOLllCl be COIHb1HGd IH thlS project. The II1OSt have followed from the beglhhlhg of thlS er

IIIbeenexploring and experimenting with for particular group of participants in this complex project assumes the tremendous need for
OOthelast few years. Its origins are deeply would be the monks (representatives of Ortho- protecting and preserving the bond between.II

- I I ..ITrooted1n Greek culture and history. The doxy), and I will explain why. Hellenzsm and Orthodoxy as given. IA
I TI

GHdlGSS pOSSlb1l1t1eS tOO1’ I(l13lOguG 21Hdplay'among
the different masses have becomeaA__ A AAAOO .

facinating subject of my search, rich m L A
I···=I II= txitää EE Ii I I. .I 1. ITeOrnPOsrtrOnal,aesthetre and tanetrenal TT-II.III.I.l 6 ;.II I ..3I

I - .. TE I
OeXeretses·th thrs eXPleratreh= the stttdYeriiie°‘ZIII?* TTIIZTI
IseveralGreek rnOnasterles on Mount Athos TT II IT I·2Iandothers rn the area or Oortrnre central TO2 26OT O
..Greece,became a very helpful guide ln 2 .-‘II.. äunderstendrng rssues eeneernrng the III
Iarrangementand development or Parts rnto I I· 2II
I.I 5hraledl-tte» debate or Perrermanee, thrs ZIg.2 gi s 5i2;;A5;CllVGI‘SGCI‘OW(l WOLlld COGXlSt 3Hd act EIS OHG I ·_
C=.II; I O ÄÄT I. II F

entity- ttIIII5
T

A rgÜ.II.

Qi] T; iI srtee Srte rs located on theSouthernII Y tf-i*mostPorht or the Plaka,
border-mg OOOOO

EI Views of the site f1'OH”1 its
the I1G1ghbOI°l'lOOd of AH3f10t1C2l, at northem ITIOSI pO1Ht f3Cll'1g SOuthÄI.I.thefoot of the North Srde of the ahd rhdvrhg towards Theorras str·C The r k fth A IOrock ef the AerOPOhsI separatrng the OldertyI.I. es e e °r°P° Is

I I I—I«I "T OIIII··TZfromthe archaeological site which extends I; EI
dehhhates the baekSre“hd¤ ahd=‘I A:*I~:3;FI‘°Etothe South and West- Several f&et0fS dfew OOOIOOIOO Of

E eah be dtsttngurshed-me to thrs area, PrlrharllY because lt ls the TTEJ I ttIL
I.TI—-Iheartet Greeee> the eehter et Its mederh I
IOeivilization,where events and Symbols Of Off SOOOOOOOS OO POOOOOOO OOOOOO
;II;¤T.2.I:1eccur,thus allowing this effort toreflectI2; OO fO OIO fOOf er the fOOk er

EiIII_· AcrOP0llsI As the land Sl0PeSdirectly onto the people themselves andonhI 1 f 1 I d 1I~. TY rather steePtY> the vtews er
es I..I _A _.EF I.;Qferr p OCOO 0 Oafmng OO cu =»I L-gi=·I ”T Athens unfold ror the walker,gg3IIET Ü behthd these trees·

It becantle Obvlous ln[ny·I«I„I.I Z. I ·~ =·...„é ·1through such a m0vemehl of the Hellehle 2 I . F
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it is the hmm ammig Orthodox monasteries also to retreat to their own personal world,
3l'ld II]OI]kS to choose to establish themselves their eeiii tg eentempiate and r)ray_
Sandlive far from the center of the cities in a Ä1stateof isolation. They act ‘like the egg', Located wtthth the otder Part et the eity. Q ·S S
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located in a "quiet oasis" just a few minutes to the rest of the structures, signifies a will to I
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View of the Complex from its
northwest comer. In the
foreground the main entrance and
the curved wall of the Library
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cascading monks' Cells and the
Church of Agios Simeon.
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"Perhaps at the begining, the time and the visible, twin n13l<erS of "The existence of pleasure is the
ÄÄdistance,arrived together, drunk, battermg on the door just before dawn. first mystery. The existeriee ef t ·

„·Ä‘l_ fett?
, o(•'„__ \ °·pain has prompted far more _,
__philosophicalspeculation.Plea-The

f1rst light sobered them, and exammmg the day, they spoke of the sure erid ham need to bc eehsid_
erfar,the past, the invisible. They spoke of the horizons surrouhdmg ered together, they are irrseperabret I

|r—
._eyetythmgwhteh bed net yet dtseppeeted- Yet the space mied by each one

ieperhapsdifferent."
_,Pankey,Eric, Aocrha Berger, John, And our faces y heart brief as °ÄÄÄ‘
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