ANNUAL
NARRATIVE REPORT
COUNTY AGENT (WHITE)

SUSSEX County

December 1, 1946 to November 30, 1947

Nre. Margaret D. Hogwood







TABLE OF CONTENTS

COVER PAGE AND TITLE
TABLE OF CONTENTS
COUNTY ORGANIZATION
TYPE OF AGKOICUL TURS
PRWECT ACTIVITIES
A. Crops

l. Comm

2. eanuts

3. sybeans

&. Tobaecco

5. Cottor

6. inter Cover Crops

. astures

Idvestock

1. Hoge
2. Poultry

CLUB WWRK

b~H Club Organization
Project Work
AShlieveuents

USDa COUNCIL

COUPERATIOUN WITH FRODUCTION AND MARKETING ADMINISTRATION

DISTRICT SOIL CONSERVATION PROGHRAM
sl MEANS \CHING FLlE

. WALUATI







COUNTY ORGANICATICN

there is no active County Poard of Agriculture in the
county. Jeveral years ago such an organisation was established,
ince that time, this organization has ceased to exist., The
Agent is using the key people in each comsunity to help him in
the Extension program but they are not considered members of the
County Board of Agriculture and no meetings of the whole growp
have been held during the year. The main organisations in
county as far as the farmers are concerned are the Farw Bureau
and the count R regind eanut and llog Growers
Association of Vi ) ! it ha wriked with these two
roups and with key in n the cosmunities on various

sxtension programs,.

Sussex Loun is located in the tidewater section of
Virginis and 15 en agricultural county. There are 515 square
niles in the county, There are 1166 farws and 55,265 acres of
cropland., The major crops planted in Sussex County are peanuts,

24,00 acres; corn, 15,000 acres; soybeans, 2,000 acres; cotton,
2,500 acres; tobacco, 550 acres.

fogs are grown commercially on a majority of the farme
in the county, therefore, it is Lhe chief livestock grown in the
county. jeef catile are found on few farms in the county.
Dairy cows and poultry are found on & majority of the farms in
numbers to meet the needs of the famm.

Sussex County has a total population of 12,485 (1940
census) of which 9,261 are listed as rural farm population, Of
the 9,261 rural farm population there are 2,577 white and 6,684
colored. i e 1106 farms in the county 469 are operated by

white persons and 097 by colored.

1947 bas been an aversge year for erop preoduction in
ussex County. pring was cool and wet twut the farmers planted
their crops about on schedule and as a whole obtained good stands,
Tobacco was the only crop that was late, Rainfall was deficient
at certain times during the sumer. is decreased our com yield
and probably had some effect on ocur peanut yield but even with the
lack of modsture ring certain periods in the summer, the yleld

for most erops wil e normal 4 ) ly above,







The cool, wet Fall has hindered the farmers in har-
vesting their crops. At this time, a large per cent of the
corn still remains to be harvested and well over half of the
peanuts remain in the fleld. Nany flelds of soybeans have not
been combined. ost cover crops have been seeded,

(1) Com

The use of corn hybrids and proper fertilisation were
the aain objectives of the Agent in his work with comm for 1947.
Four corn demonstrations were planted, each demonstration contain-
ing 10 varieties of hybrids., The demonstrations were fertiliszed
according to the recommendations of the xperiment Station., These
desonstrations were located near country stores or on well-traveled
country roads., Two result meetings were held at these demonstra-
tions at which time the hybrids were sxamined and good and bad
palities of these hybrids were discuzsed, These meetings were
well attended. olor slides vere made of the corn demonstrations
and will be used in A~i Club meetings and adult meetings.

ne sidedressing demonstration was conducted using Nitro-
en in the form of Nitrate of Seda, a complete fertiliser, 7-7-7
W no sldedressing. Color pictures were made of this demonstration
showing the difference in color and amount of firing of plants,
These slides will be used at local meetings 755 of the seed dealers
in Sussex County attended the corn dealers' tour at the local Experi-
ment Station. The dealers ware showed various hybrids and it was
explained to the dealers why some hybrids are recommended over others,
Sush information will be & help to the seed dealers and a help to the
Agesot in getting recammended varieties of corn hybrids planted.

Publicity was given to reconmended hybrids, corn demonstra-
ticns, meelings at corn demonstrations and corn dealers' tour to
sxperiment Station through the local papers.

The sajor problem confroenting the comm growers at the
present time is the inability of the corm to stand wp after maturity.
It appears that the thicker the corn is planted and the more ferti-
liser you use, the more the corn will break after it dries. This
wpears to be a limiting factor on high, efficient yields,

(2) Peanuts

he main peanut objectives of the igent were improving
the seed stock, peanut dusting demonstrations and disease and insect
centrol,
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Elghteen farmers purchased either certified Holland
Jumbos or certifie olland Runners for planting this year.
Four of Lhese farmers had these peanuts certified. As a whole,
the peanuts did very well although when they were planted on
wel, heavy land they falled to produce «s many pounds or as
good quality peanuts as the peanuts in which the farmers had
been planting. It appears that in the future these peanuts
should be recommended for light land,

There was a tremendous increase in the nusber of acres
of peanuts dusted in 1947 over 1946, Hany new dusters wers pure
chased and several farmers who own large power dusters did custom
dusting., No demonstrations were carried on in peamut dusting
since the practice has became accepted by the farmers.

Iwo Manganese demonstrations were conducted by the Agent,
langanese was used Lo reduce the overliming injury on peanuts,
Neither of these two dewonstrations showed any results since the
Ph in the flelds chosen was not high enough to cause yellowing of
the peanut These two demonstrations were conducted in coopera-
tion witi lecal Experisent Station,

Later in the sumuer, many peanut fields throughout the
sounty were showing an overliming condition. The Agent applied
anganese with a hand duster to many of these spots and in a few

days the peanuts lost their yellow color and returned to their
normal green color.

Faurmers are becoming more interested in inseet and dis-
ease control in peanuts, ne farmer used 2% lupregnated DT
wiphur Dust in an attespt to control thrips. HNo control was obe
tained, More thrip injury was present this year than ever before,
Considerable damage was done to peanuts by the larva of the spot-
ted cucumber beetle for which there is nc recomsended control,

) >Oy Deans

The ot cunducted 8 soybean variety demonstrations
USing an sarly saturing soybean, 5«100,. As & whole the farmers
liked this soybean since it is reasonably early and is a good
Jielder. (n cne of the tours to the local Lxperiment Station,
Lthe farmers saw a variely of early bean named Lincoln which Lhey

liked very well.
(4) Tobaeceo
Tobacco objectives of the Agent wers Hlue Mold contrel,

fertilisation, top-dressir nd weed contrel. Two fertiliser

lacemer emonstrations were ¢ ducted, In a part of the fleld
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the fertiliser was mixed with the soil and the row listed and
in the other part, it was applied in the row and the row listed,
The latter method is the common methed of applying fertiliser
in this area. Where the fertiliser was nmixed with the soil, the
plants appeared to grow off better. HNo yisld results were at-
teagted,

Three top-dressing descnstrations were conducted, The
famers top-dressec it -=16 contalnin orax and with a com~
pserclal 5-5-20 top-dressin e furmers carrying these demonstra-
tions seemed Lo think tha 1 1 Borax caused their
tobagco to ripen better,

Fermate as a spray and dust saterial was a short suppl
aring the ring. ne demonstration using Fermate as a spray
and one descnstretion using Fermale as & dust was conducted. Mese
desonstrations as Lhey have svery year showed the value of Farmate
in the prevention of Eluwe Fold., No weed control desonstrations
were carried o lthough several farwers had demonstrations of their
own . iesulis of these demonstralions were good,

(5) Cetten

No work was done
planted in the county.

(&) Winter Cover Crops

The use of winter cover crops was sncouraged by use of
press and in working closely with the Frodustion and Market-

Wiministration. The use of cover crops did not inerease muc)

last year.
astures

fuch work has been ane in the county on the establish-
ment and Laprovemsnt of permunent pastures, This work has been
largely accomplished by the S5CS Techniclian with the Agent assist-
pastures through all available publicity
channels. There has been a large increase in the acreage of
Ladine Clove esonstrations conducted in the ring by the Agent
s a whole falled to materialise and the Agent is convinced tk
Spring seedings of Ladino Clover in this area will not do as well
as Fall seedings.

ing and publicisz.ing

len,nstrations were conducted
cooperation ot | institute, se demonstira-
ane, Lhe pasture . 1 0 one acre plots. ne of these







& plots was used as a check receliving no fertiliser. The cther
3 plots received various amounts of different analysis of fer-
tilizer. Pasture coops were placed on all 4 plots in each
jesonstration and resulls were ottained by c¢lipping the grass
under the pasture coops. This is the second year that this
denonstration has been conducted, The wost outstanding result
90 far is the change the vegetation on these plots, The
plot receiving 700 pounds of 3-12«6 per acre showed & better
stand of desirable grasses and legumes than any of the other 3
plots. The plot receiving no fertiliser showed some ilncrease

amount of undesirable grasses and legumes and also the
Me A4 Was Lrwareased,

(B) Livestock
(1) Hege

During the year 07,5 days were spent on hogs. As
usual & large per cenl of Lhis time was spent inoculating hogs
agalnst hog cholers, in additiom & above, the Agent assiste
several farmers in Lhe use of Sodium Fluoride ss & worming agent.
Ihis material has proven very effective for the resoval of inter-
nal parasites,

fhe majority of Lhe farmers are using lasproved sires,
These are purchased locally, im sales and from breeders outside
of Lhe county.

oultry

eneral feeding and management information has been
dven farmers on the feeding and care of poultry. The purchase
of good healtlhy y chigks from reliable hatcheries has been
stressed, Culling and waccination against chicken pox has been
encouraged.

Aol CLUR SO

(A) N Club Organisation

&l Club work 1s carried on in four clubs by the Agent.
fhree of these clubs are in the schools and one club is out of
school, Up to the present time, a County Council has not been
organised in the county but plans are under way for its organi-
sation. The Agent has obtained leaders for three clubs,

(B) Preoject Work

here were 57 boys enrolled in 4-H Club work this year,
with 36 completing their project. The boys carried as their
projects either corn, peanuts, cotten, gardem, poultry or swine,
he most successful projects as far as completion of records were
comn and swine.
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e of the most interesting projects for the boys proved
to be Lhe breeding pig project which was sponsorsd by Jears, HReebuck.
This project created real interest and emthusiase and the boys re-
eedving the gilt pigs did a splendid job in growing these pige to
reeding age. A short time age the pigs vere Judged and prises will
be awarded to the winners. This project has not cnly arcused the
interest of the boys having the piges but it has helped ersate interest

the whole club,

There were no entries in the Fat Pig Show from the county
this year. The Agent carried a boy from each club to the Fat iig
Show. Thess boys retwrned Lo their varicus clubs and teld what they
Saw. AS & result, there 1s much interest in the Fat Pig Project
for the coming year.

Peanuts wers chosen by 16 boys for their preject. Omly
7 of these bDoys completed, me of the boys whoe completed was named
district wianer in one of the Field Crops Contest,

\e) \Clievenents

Three tours were conducted in A-H Club work. Two tours
were made to the 5 breeding pig projects and one tour was made to
the Fat Pig Show at Smithfield, A 4~H Club pienic was held during
the sumer, This pienic was planned and arranged for by the AN
Club members and their leader. A majority of the A-H sembers were
present and all Lhat attended had a very nice time. County awards
wers made to the winners in the 4=H Club contests. Une of the (-H
Club boys, Alten Owen, of the Jarratt Club, was district wimner in
the Field Crops Contest sponsored by Chilean Nitrate of Seoda.

. ol

The Sussex County USDA Councl) met one time during the
year. This was an organisational meeting which was called by Miss
Elisabeth Hobinson, president., Officers were elected: F. D. East~
han, Jr., President, 5C5; &. B, Parsen, Jr., Vice-President,
Sxtension Division; and C. K. Clarke, Secretary, Freduction Credit,

FRODUCTION AND §
(A) Organisation to Handle Bducational Werk
The Agent,to & large extent, handled the educational work
of the Froduction and Marketing Administration. This was done with
the assistance of the other professional workers of Lhe county and
with the ald of leading fammers.

(B) Meetings Held

A series of seetings was held % handle the educational
work prior Lo the referendum on peanut quotas, Twe large mestings







wore held; one in each snd of the county and later meetings were
held in each community. FProfessional werkers, interested farmers
and others assisted with these meelinge. As a whole, the meetings
ware well attended,

the Agent attaended the majority of the AAA meetlings
which included meetings of the County and Camunity Comuitteemen
and meetings of AAA representatives from various counties.

Un numerous occasions the Agent has met with the Super-
visors of the J. K. Horsley Soil Conservation Distriect of which
Sussex County is & member, The Agent has worked very closely with
the Soil Comservation Technician, Mr, F. D, Kastham, Jr., visiting
numerous farmes with him. Jointly we have been working on the
pasture progras for the county. Conditions of pastures in Sussex
sounty are much betier Lhan they were several years ago.

ok

The Agent, working through the Farn Bureau and Feanut
log Growers Assoclation, has reached quite & nmumber of farmers
with various Extension progreams. The Agent has worked with the
furitan Clubs, of which there are 4 in the county. ne Ruritan
Club donated a prise for the most outstanding 4-H Club member in
their local schoel. Another Ruritan Club sponsered one of the com
hyorid demonstrations.

Upon the Agent's suggestion, the Jarratt Ruritan Club,
of which he is a seaber, sponsored a Community Day program, which
Lthey hope Lo make an annual affalr. this year, farm produce was
exhibited. In future years, Lhis phase of Community Day will be
enlarged and 4~H Club exhibits will become & part of the Community

vay.

There are 2 local papers in the county. The Agent has
used the facilities of these papers for timely news articles,
Fifty news articles have been writtem and printed in these papers,

n two occasions [awrmers from this county visited the
Experiment Statliom in groups. ne group vislited the Experiment
tation on its annual Fleld Day. Waverly and Wakefield Ruritan
clubs spensored a towr of the Lxperiment Station at which time far-
mers and business men of the Waverly and Wakefield Communities were
invited to attend. This type of cooperation is of great help in
getting information Lo the people,

During the past year, the Agent has taken colored pictures
which have been wmade inte slides of wvarious farm and b~H activities,
lhese plctures are being used at the L=l Club meetings and at educa-
Lional meetings.







EVALUATICE CF JeaAR

aring the yesar of 1947 the farmers have shown that
they are sager and ready to accept any sclentific or technical
inform crop and livestock production. Many farmers have
realised that they are on the verge of overliming their farms

wnd the majority of them are anxious to have Lhelr soll tested.
fhey have seen Lie detrimental sffects of overliming on thedr
nelghbars' fars. Inereased interest has been noted in tours and
trips to the Bxperiaent Station., The farmers visit the Kxperisent
Jtation seeking information that will help them in their problems
on the famm,

The rural farm families are becoming more interested in
~H Club work and they are willing to help make this Extension
rogram a success, e Agent has been told by sany families that
b=H Club has given their son a desire Lo take an active interest
in certain famm crops or livestock.

The Agent feels that in the coming year his program should
be bullt around improved famm practices and a stronger 4~H Club
gram.

Pro—
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SUGGESTIONS RELATIVE TO THE PREPARATION OF THE COUNTY EXTENSION
AGENT'S ANNUAL REPORT

Six good reasons may be listed as to why an extension worker should prepare a comprebensive annual report.

The annual report is an sccount t he taxpa & pul

wha xtension worker has aceomgj od durs
year

It in & record of the yenr's work pot into shmpe for rend refanence in daser years by the extension worker hirasdf, or by
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GENERAL ACTIVITIES

Months of service this year (agents and assistants

Days devoted o work with adults *

Days devoted to work with 4-H Clubs and alder

Days in office ?

Days in field *

Number of {arm or home visits made in condueting ext ensic

Number of different farms or homes visited
Number of calls relating ¢

mber ¢

tondance of

+

mber of adalt result

>

4]
Nwee bus

Tours conducted

Achievernent days held

' prae X
rre Fritttn e minee A mare agents participat




GENERAL ACTIVITIES Continued
beport only this year's activities that can be verified

Number
: Farm womer Total members &
18. Encampments held
Total others atter
ance for your oo
Number

Total bovs atter

9. Other eeting xtens Number

nature participate p ! T

or Siate ¢ L r wor - 4 lat E N
Total attendance
Nombe
Total attendane
Nutmber
Total attenda

' County total should agual susn of - " 40 s LWO of IROfD ageGL
+ Does tot (nclude plonfes s a aice Teported under questios 19

SUMMARY OF EXTENSION INFLUENCE THIS YEAR

fesirable for extension consider the propor of f s and homes in the ty that el ! t nflue make some sub-

i nized

stantial change in farm or home operations the report year as a result of the extension work done en, Wome ! cognized t s

informatior ry diffieult for agents to r accurately, so a conservative estimate based upon such re & rve and other « s of ruation as are

available will be satisfactory

Total number of farms in county (1945 census " 66
Number of farms on which changes in practices have definitely resulted from the agricultural program JA0
Number of farms involved in preceding question which were reached this year for the S
Number of nonfarm families making changes in practices as a result of the agricultural program Yo
Number of farm homes in which changes in practices have definitely resulted from the home demonstratior 2758
Number of farm homes involved in preceding question that were reached this year for the first time S0
Number of other homes in which changes in practices have definitely resulted from the home demonstrat rogran 1.5
Number of other hames invalved in proceding question that were reached this year for the first time #o
Number of farm homes with 4-H Club members enrolled o9
Number of other homes with 4-H Club members enrolled je
Total number of different farm families Influenced by some phase of the extension program. (Inelude questions 22, 25, and 2 s duplications “425

Total number of different other families Influenced by some phase of the extension program. (Include questions 24, 27, and 30 minus duplicstions)




EXTENSION ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING

nenalraloan

Agrieuitura ) Home demonstrs
mber of commur n eounty t include number c
which the extension program has bee
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r o

COOPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL PLANNING
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progras pi T T L wotries i cohumas (& i be entianl. LB Wl olber oems colussd (¢) 18 e sem o mwares




CROP PRODUCTION (other than for family food supply)
S e e - R -
Iuctude «lf work with stults, ¢-¥ Clab members, and astuires ot

£ you
51. Days devoted to line of work by

ib agents

Agriculinrsl agents

amitteemen assisting
54, Nowber of fwmen amitod ths your -
1) Obta g Impr

ties or strains

(2) The use of Yine

use of fertilizers

g noxious weeds
g rodents and

LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION (other than for family food supply

Foultry
b members, and older youth Dairy oatth Beof cuttle . ” N

1) Home demonstration agepts
4-H Club agents

3) Agricultural agents

(

|

Days devoted to line of work by ’,
|

1) State extension workers

Number of communities in which work was conducted this year

Number of voluntary loeal leaders

Number of breeding circles
or assisted Lhis year

r conunitteemen asalsting this year
r elubs or improvernent associntions organized

r of membe

u x clubs, ur associats
Number of farmers not ix

breeding circles or improvement associati
assisted this year keeping performance records of animals
Number of farmers assisted this year in—

Oltaining purcbred wmales

ning purebred or high-grade females
Obtaining better strsins of baby chicks (including hatching eggs
lmproving methods of feeding

Contraolling external parasites

ontrolling diseases and internal parasites
mtrolling predatory animals

" Do bot include rabbits, gaine, snd fur snimals, which should be reported under wil




CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES

wers, and obler youth

and Water Continued Continued

etricts which were

o for organizatior




FARM MANAGEMENT

ving 1
and leaing arrangew

GCENERAL ECONOMIC PROBLEMS RELATED TO AGRICULTURE

Number

Number

Nu Arcas

Number of | groups (lown and county oflicials, school boards, (a3 eol »d this year

government, public finance, and farming conditions related to these problems.
Number of displaced families assisted this year in finding etplovitent (agrienltaral and aommprient tural

Number of nonagricultural groups to which any of the above economic and soc

Include oll work on farm sdjustinents conducted (o cooperation with AAA and otbor agetcies




MARKETING AND
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* Where & o
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Tuslude alf work with adults, ¢ ub members, and elder youth

evoted to line of work t
1) Home demonstration agents
2) 4-H Club agents
ag
rk was o

nducted this year

r comumnitteer sting !

The House, Furnishings, and Surroundings Continued
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ling heating systems
ding needed storage space
mproving kitchen:

! rooms
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otler than electric

k) Improving housekeeping m
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m) Installing sanitary closets or «

(w) Sercening or usiug other re

o grounds.

eaks or shelterbwlta

G, FARMSTEAD IMPROVEMENT,

The bouss

AND EQUIPMENT

Rural

Electrification

uildings

Farm Mechanie:

Number of gin stands assisted this

ginning of ¢

Continued

Continued

of mechaniesl equipment

year in

he better




NUTRITION AND HEALTH

rk was ¢

mitteomen assisting this

ling problems
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utiterr < mmue Jplications Ane f familiee parti fpading th more 1har

© Wbt o proshuer betore curing
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CLOTHING, FAMILY ECONOMICS, PARENT EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY LIFE

Home Family rolatic
16

Inctude all work with sdults. -H Club members, and cider youth

Clothing and Textiles—Continued

assistod this vear

\e-1nAnsge

alld Development—( ontinued

Reereation and Community Life Continued

i this year in img

of families assisted this ye
ommunily b
versus buying'' deeisions U
iber of families assisted thiv vear ununity rest roor
o comm o assisted this year in pr

222 viding library fac

Number of school or other oo

economie fnformation to make bu
other adjustments in famfly Uving
Individual famflles and groups assisted with selling problems should nunity grounds im
be reported in column (), page 9. proved this year aceording to recommendations
and furciahing:. Weludiog ety (mprovements and care of the bouse — b reparted undar
nised or aasisted, columa (&), p. 5

The bouse, Aurniabings an roundings,” p. 10

e It arrangement. equipment
+ Question 132, el tamilies buying trough marketiog




UMMARY OF ¢ H CLUB BOYS' AND GIRLS' PROJECTS
One club member may engage in (wo or more projecis. The sum be projects is therefore greater than the number of different elub members enrolled

wans, fleld peas, alfalfa, ar

rove ment

1




WORK WITH OLDER RURAL YOUTH

4+H CLUB MEMBERSHIP'

Number of 4-H Clubs
Number of different

mem bers enrobled

metmbers from farm ho
©

Number of Different ¢ H Club Members Enrolled

Sth
Oth
10th «

82, Number of differe flub members

jects, w

I
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y service

¢) Health e
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MISCELLANEOUS
Report here all work. Including war work, not properly included under any of the headings

o ol work w “

r

SUMMARY OF CONTRIBUTION TO WAR EFFORT

n a o1t « al broad area

COOPERATION WITH OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES
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TERMINOLOGY
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