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Safety Checklist for Kitchens! POLYTECRNIC INSTITUT1~ 
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WORK TRIANGLE & TRAFFIC FLOW 
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Sum of the sides of the work triangle is 22 feet or less ................................... o ................................ 0 ······························· 0 

Traffic flow pattern and work triangle relationship ........................................ o ································ 0 ······························· 0 
Spacing between fixtures (48 inches minimum) .............................................. o ................................ 0 ............................... D 

CABINETS 

Cabinet door operation ................................................................................... o ................................ o ............................... o 
Top shelves of wall cabinets located no more than 72 inches 
above floor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .......... .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . o 
Countertops 36 ±. 1 /4 inches above floor ........................................................ o 

0 ······························· 0 
................................ 0 ······························· 0 

Mix center countertop 32 ± Y.. inches above floor .......................................... o ................................ o ............................... o 
All countertops flush, providing two smooth continuous 
work surfaces .... ... . ............................ .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . o 0 ............................... 0 

Width of countertop 24 inches maximum under wall 
cabinets .......................................................................................................... o ................................ 0 ............................... 0 

Width of countertop 30 inches maximum without wall 
cabinets .......................................................................................................... o ................................ 0 ······························· 0 

DOORS 

Door swing relationship with appliances ......................................................... D ................................ o ............................... 0 

Door swing relationship with work triangle ..................................................... o ................................ o ............................... 0 

Door swing relationship with other doors ....................................................... o 
Door swing realtionship with normal traffic pattern ....................................... o 
Door position when fully open ....................................................................... o 

APPLIANCES 

Refrigerator door swings away from work triangle ......................................... o 
Refrigerator door swing relationship with other fixtures ................................. o 
Countertop space adjacent to range surface unit and oven .......................... o 
Range hood installed 56 inches above floor when hood 

................................ 0 ······························· 0 

................................ D ............................... 0 

................................ D ............................... D 

································ 0 
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································ D 

.••............................ D 

······························· 0 
............................... D 

depth is 17 inches or less ............................................................................. o ................................. o ................................ o 
Range hood installed 60 inches above floor when hood 
depth is 18 inches or more .......................................................................... o ................................. o ................................ D 

Range hood free of sharp corners, points and edges ........................................ D 

Exhaust discharges to the exterior .................................................................. D 

Garbage disposer operated by a momentary contact switch 
located a minimum of 6 linear feet from the disposal 
opening ........................................................................................................... o 

ELECTRICAL AND LIGHTING 

Illumination levels: (minimal levels) ................................................................ o 
Kitchen sink - 70 footcandles .................................................................... CJ 

Range surface - 50 footcandles .................................................................. o 
Countertops - 50 footcandles ..................................................................... o 
Ironing board/machine - 50 footcandles ................................................... D 
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............................... D 

.............................•• D 

······························• D 
............................... 0 

............................... 0 



KITCHENS (cont.) 

Desks - 30 footcandles ................................................................................... . 
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0 .............................. . 

Laundry tray - 50 footcandles ......... .... .... ...... .... ...... ........ .. .. . . ..... ... .. .... ........ ... o .............................. . 
Washing machine - 30 footcandles .................................................................. o ............................... o 
General area - 30 footcandles .............. ...... ... . .... .......... ..... ..... ... . ... . . ......... .... ... o . ... . . ... . ...... .. . . ..... ... . .. o 

Before building, consult the BOCA code. 

............................... 0 

............................... 0 
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