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The author was born to Claude Eldon and Mary
Dobbins Richard on November 28, 1934, in Winchester,
Virginia., He lived in Mt., Jackson, Virginia, until
-October, 1937, at which time he moved with his family
to Blacksburg, Virginia. He attended Blacksburg
Elementary School from 1941 through 1947, and he was



graduated from Blacksburg High School in 1952. He
entered Virginia Polytechnic Institute in 1952 and
was graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Chemical Engineering in June, 1956. He was a member
of the German Club and American Institute of
Chemical Engineers, serving as treasurer in 1955
and as president in 1956. He was also a member of
the Graduation Committee for the Class of 1956.
In June, 1956, he reentered Virginia Polytechnic
Institute as a candidate for a Master of Science
degree. He became a member of Phi Lambda Upsilon
and Sigma Xi during his graduate year.

The author was a Graduate Assistant during his

graduate studies.
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