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Dehorning Dairy Cattle 
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Gordon A. Maclnnis, Extension Veterinarian 

Dehorning paste in 
plastic bottle 

Dehorning tubes or spoons 
in different sizes 

Electric Dehorning Iron 

Barnes dehorner Keystone type dehorner 

Saws of various types are also used for dehorning older animals. 
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DEHORNING TIPS 

I. Dehorning is advisable because: 

A. It prevents injuries to other animals in the herd. 

B. Dehorned animals are safer to work wi th. 

C. Dehorned animals are not discriminated against in the show ring. 

II. Early dehorning is advisable because: 

A. It is less dangerous to the herdsman. 

B. It is easier to do at a young age. 

C. It is less dangerous to animals. 

D. It is less painful and disturbing to the animal. 

E. If properly done, fewer horn scurs and neater heads on show animals 
will result. 

F. It is less expensive. 

III. General precautions: 

A. Dehorn calves before they leave the calf barn. 

B. Isolate animals for a few days following dehorning so they can be 
easily observed and dealt with in cases of emergency. 

C. Protect recently dehorned animals from flies and extremes of 
temperature. 

D. Use of the Keystone dehorner and the dehorning saw (necessary on 
older animals) is not recommended for use by inexperienced operators. 
Older and larger animals should be dehorned by a veterinarian or 
someone equipped and experienced in dehorning older animals. 
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