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The following 

document is for 

partial fulfillment of 

a Masters of 

Preface Architecture I at     Virginia Polytechnic 

Institute and State University. Two visions 

are presented; one of a utopian future, and 

one of a nilistic future. Somewhere in 

between these scenarios lies a truth. I] have 

attempted to weave a story and allow the 

reader to navigate through these polarities 

with the hope that the contrasting visions 

give clarity. 

Mark Ramirez: April 28, 1996



“to weave a story” 

How could we let this happen? @ Introduction 

They are going to put In another 

one of those Mitsubishi prefab 

carbon storage units 

#HUM.5.2./10. Five years ago 

Mitsublshi’s former CEO, Ed 

Fukeyama, bullt a billlon of these 

unlts, hoping to capture a then 

growing but now defunct market 

In cellular phone users. The units 

were Custom designed to 

accommodate frenzied white 

collar whores, who, unlike thelr 

more primal and carnal sisters of 

the flesh, had a nymphotechnic 

urge to be connected and sur- 

rounded by as much techno- 

techno as possible. Of course, this coincided with the televangelical rise of the Sons 

of Luddite cult, no, excuse me ... religion, which single-handedly managed to bring us 

to a more peaceful and balanced state free of phones, free of computers, and free 

of general electronic equipment. The Sons of Ludite not only showed us how to be 

free of the “sins of technology” but of government and the military war Industry. After 

that, It only took the Canadians two years to annex most of North America. Now 

Mitsubishi free of Fukeyama, and | might add, Fukeyama free of a pinkie finger, Is try- 

Ing to unload as many of these units as possible. 

Text by: Mark Ramirez 
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Brain: portion of the vertebrates central nervous sys- 

tem that constitutes the organ of thought and neural 

coordination.,encluding all the higher nervous cen- 

ter, receiving impulses from the sense organs, and 

interpreting, and correlating these with stored impres- 

slons to formulate motor impulses that ultimately con- 

trol all vital activities. 

Webster's Dictionary 

  

Models 

      

Who 

Network: fabric or structure of threads, cords, or 

Cyberspace: concept inspired by Willlam Gibson's science wires that cross each other at regular Intervals and 

fiction novel, Neuromancer. Cyberspace has come to repre- are knotted or secured at the crossings. 

sent both our fears and hopes for the latest wave In the Webster's Dictionary 

development of the Information age.



| 

decree- 

THE DEATH OF 

THE HOME 

In no uncertain terms will the 

house, as we know it, survive the next 

fifty years. It will bend and strain and 

  

      

WHERE 

WE LIVE. 

This institution is 

simply a place that pro- 

tects the inside from that which 

is the outside, it provides shelter for 

those who reside within its confines. 

  

under the 

new forces 

of the infor- 

mation age 

and finally 

succumb to 

the will of the market and the people who p= fr 

drive our consumer nation. 

I propose a new institution which 

has no accepted name yet, | will 

call it simply shelter. It is not a 

home and not a house, it has nei- 

ther the baggage nor the imagery 

associated with the place that we 

all have in common:       

  

      

The outside 

is a hostile 

place from 

which we 

need 

o t e ¢ t i 0 2D 

from the 

elements 

environment 

society 

each other 

ourselves 

which conspire to destroy our lives. 

What



We 

do 

not live 

on the 

earth, we 

live In the 

earth, in that 

narrow band of 

space between the 

geological world and the 

stratosphere, between Gala 

and the God(s) above. The real- 

ization of our place in the cosmos was 

the knowledge of the ancients, a concept 

lost from the memory of modern humans. 

Within bitsphere communities, there will be 
sub-networks at a smaller scale still- 

that of architecture. Increasingly, 
computers will meld seamlessly 

Into the fabric of buildings 
and bulldings themselves 

will become comput- 
ers- the outcome 

of along evolu- 
tion. City of 

Bits- Willlam 
J, Mitchell 

  

Where 

Humans find themselves in 

increasingly isolated condi- 

tions and locked into inter- 

action with mechanical 

devices. In order to survive 

in this environment we 

must question what it is to 

live at the end of the 20th 

century. 

What are we to do if our 

worst fears for the future 

come true and what struc- 

tures can we create to 

respond to a hostile living 

environment?
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® Cast of Characters 

Forces 

Four friends 

  

in the act of     

committing the 

unthinkable: 

COMMUNICATING



2osmumy ogy 
hq 92. 

jou 
pay 

           

N
p
a
t
 

ye 
£du9}9 

P
U
N
 

asotp 
}ye 

*Afo1e] 
1200 

oant 
Ait 

Suryse 
W
o
y
 

‘Cy 
w
e
d
 

   

HOT 
“Yoon 

Ise] HOTUUseAy 
SuNPeDq 

see 

 
 

fviq 
0} 

ong 
“tH 

Yo 
j[e2 

MLD 
avOAUE 

Jou 
OtP 

HO 
Ue | 

1 
Avan 

yey) 
ouoje 

aur 

goad 
uonsnpord 

ain 

ed tp 
40) soyndwsoo 

  

J pun 
ainpompsy 

‘DpiseQ 
“uumfug 

Maspuy 

  

Wor PULL) Je-2su9s 
UDYSZ}IIN 

       

P
O
D
 

Ot) 
OSTL 

st 
£ju0 

}ON, 

 
 

 
 
 
 

B10) 
99B) 

B 
OU 

S} 
SIN, 

    
  

wuo9 

  

auOje 
aq 

W
A
 

NOA 
LAYA 

ONO] 
ae 

NO, 

  

O
O
 

U
I
F
B
A
S
Y
[
O
A
 

  

dng 
99JJ05 

paepunig 

  

Aly 
onuepesuedy, 

    

srrtamyey sapuarroyy Aq 
-soonenbasuo PUD yn 

40) 
puw 

au0 
‘uol) 

  

JOSIP 
TROUAL 

“AP PoUp 
| 
pWOIUOD 

©} 
PUL 

41 
O} 

WINZDI 
OF 

ONsap 
dy) 

Opnjoutt 
Oo} pasoddng 

st 
utstusd090] 

‘pomylesos 

2q 
JAD 

UD 
ITY 

JOU 
40 

JOYPOYA 
“BAGOIOWY 

“Pioss 

   

‘uy 
yNOge 

tyNUy 
2. 

fgo 
ayy 

sv 
Fwy) 

& 
Yons 

st 
o
s
t
 

ye) 

  

a 
puv 

Aydosopryd 
wt 

ue 

 
 

-WOP 
2q 

0} 
POY 

‘MIA 
Yj 

ST 
P
A
O
D
 

"tusinUDI0507} 
,, 

UOMO 
N 

  

“@INYIND 
YINOA 

Pur 
jueUs 

UID 
P
E
}
U
s
 
‘
A
N
D
S
q
 

jo 
P
y
O
M
 
J
O
e
p
e
d
 

D 
B
u
y
r
o
y
s
 

seBouu} 
(
O
N
S
 
P
E
j
O
S
u
U
U
O
I
S
I
P
 

jo 
D
E
L
S
 

A
D
D
E
}
s
 

1D 
Aq 

P
e
y
U
}
W
O
P
 

s 
P
Y
O
M
 

BLY 
JO 

M
e
I
A
 
H
O
Y
 

“p 

U
U
 

P
S
s
!
 
UBEG 

EADY 
O
M
 
L
E
I
P
 

JO 
UOYDIS 

~ue6 
ey) 

PUD 
eNYIND 

ALIA) 
SLY 

SI |IJUEP 
SLY 

JO 
Bd 

-WIDXS 
UD 

YONS 
“
N
L
S
 

ONSTA 
D 
UPA 

Pe_Djooss—O 

JOU 
@1D 

40 
6jq{Bunyuy 

e1 
pOUy 

s]DepI 
Jo 

jDJUEP 

4
S
{
d
W
O
d
 

D 
SI PHOM 

SILY 
Y
E
 

PeyD]D0ssy 
“PHom 

P
e
o
u
s
n
y
u
l
 

AysDe 
j
D
|
S
I
p
e
d
N
s
 
aioul 

D 
Oy 

pray 

W
H
 
e
o
K
N
d
o
d
 
j
o
s
U
u
e
B
 

ey) 
P
u
D
 
e
i
n
y
n
d
 
d
o
d
 
y
j
o
q
 

U
I
U
P
M
 
e
B
o
u
]
 

EUs 
JO 

SOUEeTYJUJ 
P
e
N
U
j
J
U
O
S
 

ey] 

"peso. 

-ONS 
1OAS 

fi 
[
A
 
E
F
D
O
I
U
N
W
I
W
O
S
 

OF 
A
y
P
g
D
 

, m
e
u
,
 

s
e
p
i
a
o
i
d
 
A
p
n
e
 
O
N
P
I
A
 

pW 
A
u
d
 

“
s
u
D
W
U
N
Y
 
JE4jO 

Y
m
 

JORDJUCS 
jHoIsAyd 

10) 
Peeu 

UDWUINY 
SIsDq 

P 
sO 

H
O
M
 

SD 
A
p
i
q
n
e
s
 
S
}
U
U
O
U
D
D
e
 
eduuis 

Y
o
 

s| 
A
B
Q
}
O
U
 

-UD9} 
SY] 

JO 
jUsLUdOJaASp 

OY} 
HuYYBIy 

“eAsIIOq 

O} 
SN 

PHS] 
P
I
N
O
M
 
U
O
Y
O
U
I
B
O
U
N
 
INO 

U
D
]
 
J
e
q
o
s
 

SIOUW 
ID) 

6g 
OF 

S
e
s
U
O
I
C
 

euNyry 
OLY 

JO 
A
y
e
!
 

SY 
“UOHNOY 

WO 
UPA 

Sy 
“ADrAD 

suD@A 
§| 

y 
sHoddns 

J
O
Y
 
G
u
n
j
o
n
y
j
s
o
y
u
]
 

GY) 
P
U
D
 
A
p
j
n
e
y
 
pONpIA 

B
u
p
p
o
r
s
 

1D’ 
Ayjpes 

Ul 
J
E
A
B
M
O
Y
 

"JODIEJUI 
P
U
D
 
O
M
 

‘eAg 

O
M
 
M
O
Y
 

JOYID 
A
I
O
O
Y
S
O
I
p
 

OJ 
s
e
s
p
O
I
d
 
U
O
|
D
S
I
U
N
W
 

“WOOD 
U
D
L
U
N
Y
 

Ul 
U
O
Y
T
Y
O
A
S
!
 

D 
P
U
D
 

ApjNe! 
O
N
Y
 A, 

"
e
y
O
A
U
 

Uy 
eq 

JO 
B
U
O
}
D
 

6g 
OF 

JUDM 
INCA 

U
S
M
 

susddiny 
y
o
y
 
seUiOseq 

uey 
U
o
s
e
n
b
 

eyj 
“YoInesel 

INCA 
puD 

‘Bujyooe; 

INOA 
‘
B
u
j
w
0
s
}
 
INOA 

‘
p
U
S
U
I
U
I
D
L
E
J
U
S
 
INOA 

‘xes. 

INOA 
‘Buypp 

INCA 
‘Burddoys 

snod 
‘UO|YOzD}D0s 

UO}: 

6q 
J6eAeu 

PUD 
PuND} 

Bq 
sADAYD 

‘psYyane! 
eq 

s
A
D
A
Y
D
 
U
D
S
 
NOA 

s
i
e
y
A
 
B
O
K
}
 

D 
e
u
i
B
D
U
M
 

OF 
AIL 

ANOA 
‘HIOFA 

INOA 
OP 

N
O
A
 
B
o
D
I
d
 

SLY 
UI 

  

“wia4shs 
PDOI 

EY] 
JO 

SN 
ssa} 

OU! 
SOYDISUDy 

SHUN 
MY 

s
p
o
o
B
 
A
y
p
I
o
e
d
s
 
p
u
p
 

a)sNq 
oj 

s
s
e
o
o
D
 

SOJD 
S@PNJOU! 

JOU 
GINYND 

UEQUNGNS 
:G 

s
e
o
u
d
 
s
u
y
o
s
p
B
 

18YyBIH 
>
 

B
u
r
d
d
o
y
s
 

JOjNdWOd 
10 

18P1O 
O
W
 

JO 
esn 

PesMerDUyy 
7g 

SO4JO 
EWIOY 

10 
O
N
 

ey] 
vy 

“
e
y
q
o
w
o
n
o
 

SY] 
JO 

EsIIEP 
EL 

OF 
BYNIqQUIUOD 

yA 
|OUY 

sIOJOD4 

“Apjue 

J
O
O
I
S
A
Y
 

1D 
SD 

SNYDA 
OU 

JsOUWUID 
B
A
D
Y
 
s
y
o
e
f
q
o
 

SSeUy 
JOU 

S
A
S
U
B
A
X
E
U
 

OS 
UAYJONPOId 

Jo 
SOO _D 

}D 

IDAWUNS 
Jo} 

P
E
P
E
E
U
 
S}98{GO 

AYOP 
SUy 

HHO 
40) 

BuypIA 

-o1d 
Aq 

J6}sD6 
SBAY 

INO 
E
Y
O
W
 

O} 
‘SI 

pOU) 
jSsiUiOId 

IPYIUL 
SW 

P
E
A
S
I
Y
O
D
 
S
A
D
Y
 
AyOUY 

A
D
U
 

‘
A
B
o
j
O
U
Y
S
e
]
 

        

pur 
OOF 

01 
Sy! 

sinol] 
7] 

Ul 

          

$ 
-ssosfoxd Jo Kem 

ouput i 
-afieueur 9} 

) adteueur 
skesape 

svompy 
op 

1 

 
 

  
  

 
 

“UL 
BAI] 

OM 
PHOM 

SUL 

P
U
D
 
s
O
L
U
S
O
D
 

eu) 
Y
j
O
g
 
U
N
I
 

GoRD;|d 
s
u
d
W
n
Y
 

Bul 

-8S 
JO 

SADM 
EAYDUIEYD 

JO 
jUSUIa|EAeP 

EYy 
40} 

POeMO}!D 
soy 

SU} 
“SEUIIOSIP 

Ory 
EL 

USEMJOQ 

HL 
Sy] 

jo 
B
u
l
p
u
e
U
 

D 
P
U
D
 

4syJUS]Ds 
L
e
Y
d
o
s
o
p
y
d
 

Sly 
JO 

UINZO) 
EYE 

GES 
O
M
 
I
D
S
A
 
P
o
I
p
U
N
Y
 
O
M
]
 

Uy 
UU} 

JS) 
GUY 

104 
“EDUB]Ds 

JO 
U
O
O
U
 

PeoUDI|DG 

SIOUW 
D 

0} 
WINJS1 

D 
eas 

am 
jYBNOY 

UDISEyDD 

40 
sojsAyd 

unjUO 
MeN 

Jo 
A
D
D
N
b
e
p
o
u
 

ey} 
YAN 

  

A
s
o
B
o
w
|
 

A
y
y
o
e
y
 

|ONWIA 

pup 

u
o
}
j
o
o
l
u
n
W
W
O
 

@
}
D
A
d
 

pup 

oNqNd 

A
j
J
u
U
I
O
p
O
W
 

jo 
jsD9qg 

Out 

jo 
esiweg 

aul 

E
W
S
I
O
U
O
I
O
W
 

PLOM 

Bulyupys 
0 

pud 

WSIUDJ||OdOWsSOD 

WSI|DINJONIGS 
|SOdg 

yyBnou 
jo 

SJSPOW 
BJHUSIOS 

 



Plot 

Problem 

2 Qa 
5 
iG 
O 8 

Proposition 

Solution 

Nodes 

Skeleton 

Mask 

Bastion 

 



Prd em 

Nodes For Primates 

The millennial generation faces an uncertain future as 

we near adulthood; due to ecological disaster, strong 

social pressures, and the physical deterioration of their 

communities. How are we to survive in the uncertain 

environment of the next century? 

Basic Human Needs 

Fresh Water 

Clean Air 

Food 

Shelter 

Culture 

Community 

Conversation   

Ecological Disaster 

The sea Is warming, the plankton 

dying; floods are sweeping the land. 

In California, the climate is acting in 

a peculiar way. So, too, in 

Antarctica, where unlooked-for 

flowers are blooming as the ice 

shelves disintegrate. At the other 

end of the Earth, stunted trees 

recalled to life after decades of arc- 

tic cold prepare to send forth their 

seed. And in Southern Africa, it 

looks as though the rains will fail. 

Again. 

All over the wond, there is some- 

thing odd about the weather. This 

Is always true; the weather is, by its 

nature, capricious, as farmers and 

sailors know. There may be nothing 

out of the ordinary about its latest 

outrages. But there may be some- 

thing very un-ordinary about them. 

They may all be linked to a climatic 

conspiracy. 

“Reading the Patterns” The 

Economist April Ist-7th 1995 

  

Social Pressures 

NEW YORK- The leading cause of 

death for people at work in New 

York city Is not construction 

accidents, car crashes or 

machinery malfunctions. It is 

homicide.” 

N.Y Problem ,Herald Tribune Feb 

26, 1995 

LIVERPOOL- Neighbors recall 

watching him roller-blade past 

the curving row of tumble-down 

two-story apartments where he 

had lived with his mother and six 

brothers, a chubby cheeked 10 

year old with close-cropped hair 

who, like so many other boys in 

Liverpool's tough walton neigh- 

borhood, had seemed much 

older. But these people say they 

still cannot see him as a suspect 

in a murder or comprehend the 

fact that the boy who used to 

run errands for them and play 

with their own children now 

stands accused of abducting a 

toddler from a shopping mall. 

lng Tough Liverpeal, Herald 
Tribune Feb 25, 1995 

Deterioration of Community 

“All of a sudden, there was pros- 

titution In the alley outside my 

house.” recalls Ann Szabo, who 

has lived all her life in the leafy 

Five Oaks area of Dayton. Drug- 

dealers had moved In, too. 

During the day, the once quiet 

neighborhood had the roar of 

speeding through-traffic; at 

night, it had the sound of gun- 

shots ... It was both those who 

lived there and the local police 

who felt a neighborhood under 

siege. 

“Good Fences” The Economist 

March 25-31 1995 

   



Proposition 

to make a shelter 

Single Habitational Unit 

is the physical embodiment of a culture and what it val- 

A house 

ues. We visualize how our ancestors lived by visiting 

the places they walked, opening the doors to their 

homes, and by sitting in their chairs. The home 

becomes an artifact that reflects the values of those 

that built it. 

By questioning the nature of the house and by proposing 

an alternate institution, this project addresses the hos- 

tile forces we will face in the new millennium. Instead 

of falling prey to the traditional defaults of suburban 

housing design, I propose the establishment of four 

seeds: Node, Skeleton, Mask, and Bastion. During the 

design of a house these seeds are “planted” within the 

project and local site forces affect how the project 

develops into a shelter. 

Find Refuge 

To provide shelter for a 

natural environment that 

ls deteriorating: 

Global warming, 

overpopulation, acid 

rain, alr pollution, 

deforestation, nolse 

pollution, pesticide resis- 

tant Insects, and the 

general destruction of 

nature. 

  

Prevent Destruction 

To counter the 

deterioration of human set- 

tlement by creating an 

Institution (an alternate 

way Of living) whose very 

existence prevents any 

further destruction. 

    

A Holistic View 

To understand that the 

solutions to the problems 

of today are not as easy 

as simply dealing with 

the crisis at hand. The 

answer to one problem 

may be the catalyst for 

the development of 

another. 
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We need to define... 

family A group of people living within close proximity of 

each other for the purpose of mutual support and self 

preservation 

-Mark Ramirez 

‘ Four seeds planted on 
dwelling To be a human means to be on earth as a mor- P 

  

tal. It means to dwell”...”But ‘on earth’ already means asite 

‘under the sky.’ Both of these also mean ‘remaining 

before the divinities’ and include a ‘belonging to men’s 

being with one another.’ By a primal oneness the four- mone 

earth and sky, divinities and mortals belong together in Skeleton 

one ... Dwelling, insofar as it keeps or secures the four- Monk 

fold in things, is, as this keeping, a building. 
Bastion 

-Martin Heidiegger: Poetry, Language, Thought 

house (house; for v. house) n., 1. a building for human 
..and allowed to grow Into a house 

beings to live in; specific., a) a building or part of a 

building occupied by one family or tenant., dwelling 

place ... d) a building where a group of people live as a 

unit 

- Websters New World Dictionary 1988 

een iWech aces aun acme HAA R(E- main nave ao



  

. ~ “The matrx has It The Node is the focal We must make ... soe iis . 

point of one’s daily life, arcade games,’ sald 
. . . the voice over, * In early 

the place where one interacts with both the physical graphics programs and mili- 

tary experimentation with 

cranial jacks.‘ On the Sony, 

a two-dimensional space 

war fades behind a forest of 

world and the digital city. The Node is an autonomous 

unit which relates to the other units in The Network and 

to the housing or skeleton that supports it. Within the mathematically generated 
ferns, demonstrating the 

unit, a person may satisfy many of the needs of human spatial possibilities of loga- 
. . rithmic spiral; cold blue mill- 

existence. These include both mundane acts such as tary footage burned 
through, lab animals wired 

bathing or sleeping and more cerebral activities such as tito, tesl-evslone. helriaite 

entertainment, study, or work. The guiding principle for feeding Into fire control clr- 
cults of tanks and war 

the definition of the Node is that it may only be occu- planes. ‘ Cyberspace. A 
Lye consensual hallucination 

pied by a single individual and therefore the Node may experienced dally by bil- 
lions of legitimate opera- 

tors, In every nation, by chil- 

dren being taught mathe- 

matical concepts... A 

graphic representation of 

data abstracted from tne 

banks of every computer in 

the human system. 

Unthinkable complexity. 

Lines of light ranged In the 

nonspace of the mind. 

Clusters and constelia- 

tlons of data. Like 

clty lights, reced- 

take on any Shape. For this specific project, however, 

it presents itself as a cube. 

Slate: 

for technology 
ing...’” 7 d 

Excerpt By: William 5 etn i 

Gibson, Neuromancer  



Maes kK 

The Mask is the formal face nat 

that the shelter presents to the 

outside world. The Mask can both protect the users in 

the Node and allow them to view the activity transpiring 

around them. The role of the Mask is similar to that of 

a traditional facade, i.e., presenting a face to the other 

members of the city or community. The traditional 

facade was a reflection of the wealth or status that a 

family had obtained and acted as the separation 

between the private realm of the shelter and the public 

realm of the street. Unlike a traditional facade, the 

Mask is completely detached from the other elements of 

the shelter. This detachment is done so as not to dis- 

tract from its primary role: to act as a visual shield. 

Whenever | visit 

expensive new tract 

houses, | end up 

thinking about 

Cadillacs. Not today’s 

gently curved, almost 

anonymous Cadillacs, 

but rather, the 4,700- 

pound behemoths of 

1959, the apex of the 

late-fifties Detroit 

Baroque. Aesthetically, 

the vintage Caddy and 

today’s upper-priced 

production house share 

the same bombastic 

yearning for the supper- 

deluxe effect. Where 

the 1959 Cadillacs 

sprouted superfluous, 

chromed tall fin, the 

1990 house sprout gratu- 

tous hips and gables. 

Where Cadillacs pro- 

claimed their impressive- 

ness with 325-horse 

power engines and rum- 

bling dual exhausts, 

houses try to wow the 

passerby with haughty 

two-story entrances and 

a promiscuous display of 

round-arched windows. 

Philip Langdon, 

Dissecting the American 

House, P/A October 

1995  



    
  
Skeljeton 

irre Sherer is Gksen- Between Matter and Spirit 
tially a grounding and 

supporting structure, that serves as a metaphoric arma- 

ture which “holds” the building down and prevents it 

from “floating away”. All movement takes place from 

within, and vertical ascension is celebrated, connecting 

the earth to the sky. 

The Skeleton moves in the same realm as the tribal hut 

or an early Greek temple. The temple at its base level 

was a Clearing in a forest, the point where darkness 

opened up to reveal humans to the gods and heaven 

above. In a similar manner, the hut was an embodiment 

of a humans relationship to the world, governed by four 

walls (the cardinal points), a vaulted roof (the dome of 

heaven), and raised ground (where humans meet the 

earth). 

The Skeleton rises out of the ground to hold the sky 

while at the same time capturing a piece of it. It has 

a much longer life expectancy than the nodes, ranging 

somewhere between seventy to a hundred years. 

* Roaring. these 

dinosaurs rise 

from the ground 

triumphant, know- 

ing that they will 

stand as tall and as 

stralght In one hun- 

dred years as they 

do today. Witha 

fundamental bellef 

In their immortality 

that all teenagers 

possess, these youth- 

ful structures stand 

firmly anchored hold- 

Ing up the sky.” 

The quote comes 

from an advertise- 

ment claiming to understand the signifl- 

cance of the modern living condition. 

The advertiser's hidden message brings 

forth the Idea that because they possess 

this divine knowledge of living. you should 

buy their node housing. | am sure they 

know what it Is to livel However, | have 

to admit that the concrete skeleton does 

have a special charm, especially before 

they are clad with the neo- 

classical facade. After all, they seem to 

talk as If they were reading the pain In 

the earth and whisper secrets about the 

natives who used to Inhabit this valley. 

-Text By Mark Ramirez 

Think Heavy 

Think Concrete 

Think Steel 

Authors Note      
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As the family unit begins 

  

to strain under the new 

forces within our changing society, we find it increas- 

ingly difficult to maintain what is defined as the tradi- 

tional nuclear family. As both “Grandma” moves back in 

and “Jr.” will not leave, housing has to maintain a cer- 

tain degree of flexibility. Many children live with their 

grandparents, with step-parents, with mom’s girlfriend 

or dad’s boyfriend and a hundred other combinations. 

Added to this uncertainty is the new tendency toward 

more autonomous life styles, in which “ little Susie” can 

go days without speaking to any kind of parental 

authority. The key lies not in fighting against single 

habitational units, but in preserving the last few inter- 

active arenas that the family possesses. These arenas 

include both eating and food preparation as well as the 

basic need for human socialization. The Bastion is 

designed on the belief that if people are denied physical 

contact with other humans for a significant portion of 

the day, they will look forward to, and enthusiastically 

engage in, any social or interactive activity. 

e more we are separated from people... 

Hiro Protagonist and Vitaly Chernobyl, 

roommates, are chilling out In their 

home, a spacious 20- by-30 In a U-Stor-It 

In Inglewood, California. The room has 

a concrete slab floor, corrugated steel 

walls separating It from the neighboring 

units, and - this is a mark of distinction 

and luxury - a roll-up steel door that 

faces northwest, giving them a few red 

rays at times like this, when the sun Is 

setting over LAX. ... But there are worse 

places to live. There are much worse 

places right here in this U-Stor It. Only 

the big units like this one have thelr own 

doors. Most of them are accessed via 

a communal loading dock that leads to 

a maze of wide corrugated steel hall- 

ways and freight elevators. These are 

slum housing, 5 by-10s and 10 by 10s 

where Yanoama tribes people cook 

beans and parboll fist fulls of coca 

leaves over heaps of burning lottery 

tickets 

Excerpt By: Neal Stephenson, Snow Crash  



The only stability 

is in accepting 

UNCERTAINTY 

    

Organizations have to be open to 
Sife 

Drawings 
HERESY Nodes 

Pierre A Wack, WIRED 2.11



  

  
Moving from 

Theory to a 

Project requires a 

  

teap of faith, for     

the process is not 

linear or rational. As a shaman conjures 

the spirits of the earth through the story, 

so does the architect, making magic 

from the ingredients of form and space



Boundaries 

Upon analysis and a small 

of the site river, feeding the 

one finds sev- lake. Sitting 

eral aspects adjacent to the 

of the town site is a park 

striking. The Staoss.. belonging to the g egy a ging 
», 

first of these ps. neighboring town 

  

   
   
   
    

is the bound- of Capalago and 

aries of the a private garden 

town and the * which is protect- 

structures ed by a two and 

that have a half meter 

been erected to define its wall. It is also important to 

edges. Nodes for Primates not forget the presence of 

rests on the edge of the the mountains, for Riva 

town of Riva San Vitale San Vitale sits firmly nes- 

Switzerland and is bor- tled in a lower valley of the 

dered by the Lake Lugano Alps. 

  

  

  
  

plan     

  

  

section 

   



  
Tower and Territory 

Given the importance of the location Nodes for Primates will 

hold in the overall comunale it is important to look at how the 

other edges of the town have been treated. These edges are 

not treated as a line or a definite boundary but as the loosely 

defined territory of the comunale. This territory is defined 

principally by a visual marker or tower of some kind. Usually 

this takes shape in some sort of religious edifice: either a 

small chapel, shrine, or full church. As is common in the 

region, many of the villages in the area define the outer limits 

of their territory with a religious structure. In Riva San Vitale 

we find a private church to the North (Santa Croce), a small 

Baroque church to the South, and the main church closer to 

the center of the village. The western edge of the town is 

bounded by Mount San Giorgio; however, the eastern edge 

where Nodes for Primates is located is left undefined. 

pio 1I6 
p1H1079101010101010701010301019 101010! 
PHOMMAIC BIO MI MGI OwIO MIO 
OGG OOO OB] aloleIoIO tO! 

  

    

Switzerland 

  

Ticino Canton 

ff {Mt S. Giorgio 
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800 Meters   

Mount San Giorgio 

300 Meters   

REMY eee 

b 

Nodes for Primates 

  
Err   

Despite 

ikem eee 

Oem La 

Enis a ton cet 

gious towers, 

Pate One Rel tea) 

attention almost immediate- 

ly, the mountains are the most 

dominant feature of the overall territo- 

ry. The local population controls only a 

small strip of cultivatable land at their base 

while the mountains funnel wind and rain, cause great 

Ane ct Chat eenatt eee CC UCGm A CcnCCRUcre ES TULE CDROM MRC eam a Bete 

OT MTT OE aR ATOR Eee nme ee Sea LO) DU 

snow and water. The effect is continuous and always present, wear- 

ing the soul of any visitor who is fortunate enough to spend more than a 

few weeks under their watchful eye. 

A RODH Mere Lee LOK



  

Before the construction of the roads and superhighways, which now run up and 

down many of the valleys in the region, the lake was the principle means of 

transportation between the local towns and villages. Riva San Vitale, sitting at 

the end of Lake Lugano, holds a special place as one of the two towns from 

which boat travel can begin. Capalago is the other town and its name gives 

us a Clue into its early role : CAPA-del-LAGO or END OF THE LAKE in Italian. 

Riva San Vitale, as is the case with most towns in the region, turns its back on 

the lake choosing instead to focus on an internal Piazza and Town Center, or 

Nucleo. While the lake was always an important feature in daily life it did not 

have the stigma that we now associate with lakes as a tourist attraction or a 

place of recreation. We must remember that the lake was a place where one fished, dumped garbage, and 

transportated cargo. While much of the lakefront has been developed into summer home by wealthy 

Northerners, the memory of the lake's past functions are still strong in the minds and attitudes of the local 

inhabitants.     
From my own position, site Is nonexis- 

tent: It never existed, it doesn’t exist. 

It’s only, as Derrida yesterday tried In 

every detalled way to expose, a 

kind of political delaying tactic, But 

the fact that site doesn’t exist does 

not make It any less of a concern to 

us. It might even make it more of a 

concern. 

Daniel Libeskind -Architect, 

Transcript from ANY Magazine 

Conference. 

 



The easiest way to 

predict the future 

Is to invent it. 

  

Marc Weisner, 

Xerox Parc Labs 

Drawings
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Riva San Vitale, Switzerland 

House 

Three Nodes 

Single Habitational Unit 

Access Ramp 

Kitchen 

Garage 

Boat Dock 

Veranda 

Sitting Room 

Road 

Stream 

Lake 

  

  

  

  

      

  

      

  ( first floor plan 

  

      

                  
ground plan
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“Where are the twinkles” 

KITCHEN 
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longitudinal section



iim e s 

What does a home look like? 

What does a house look like? 

What does a node look like? 

What does shelter look like? 

What does an image look like? 
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Lied 

  

          
        

    

side elevation 

  

  

  

            

lake elevation 

    
  

  

  
  

  

  

street elevation



For postmodemists 

like Turkle, no uni- 

tary truth resides 

anywhere. There 

"Is only local knowl- 

edge, contingent and provisional. And 

tt will have to do, since it Is all we have. 

The surface |s what matters, to be 

explored by navigation, not by opening 

up the hood and peering inside. 

www.wired.com/4.04/turke 

   



and wall 

Fundamental to the conception of the node is the place 

that technology holds within it. Technology and the ser- 

vice it provides within our daily living are ever chang- 

ing factors. Governed by a built-in obsolescence as well 

as the reality of impermanence, technology has become 

the bane of our existence. The nodes respond to this 

condition by providing a lechnology wall where the func- 

tions of life are met by “appliances”. These appliances 

do not make any allusion to permanence bul are units 

that can be “plugged in” lo the Lechnology wall and can 

be moved around at will. The wall contains within it all 

the necessary infrastructure (including: utilities, com- 

munication, and environmental controls) necessary for 

the flexible and efficient 

use of any appliance. 

      

Technology Wall   

Screen 

Chair 
Primate 
Connection 

Bed 

Contents of the Shelter 

  



and community 

In a social environment where people are separated from 

each other, much a result of computer technology, 

  humans will seek oul any means by which they can 

satisfy the instinctual urge for communication and com- 

panionship. The combination of the Bastion and the 

Nodes provide for both the denial and the relief of this 

instinctual condition. 

By replacing the traditional constructs of a home with 

the Node and Bastion, the opportunity arises for greater 

efficiency and flexibility. People will have increased     control over Lheir individual living conditions. They will 
  

no jonger constrained by the needs or desires of the 

olher members of the 

household and can 

construct a place thal is 

i — a 
tailor ed to their 

particular needs and 

  

wants. 

Table by Frederick Kiesler



and cube 

With the separation of daily functions into autonomous 

units, many of the traditional spaces or rooms within a 

house can now be eliminated. One can work, sleep, rest, 

play, communicate, gossip, bathe, and relieve your daily 

needs all within the comfort of your own private space. 

The node (single habitational unit) provides for all func- 

tional needs... 

Except 

... for those associated with 

the acts of food preparation and eating. These two activi- 

lies bond people together and are essential for the sur- 

vival of a family. By separating the act of food prepara- 

tion/consumption from all 

other activites and thus 

providing a special place 

within the sheller, the ritu- 

al is elevated to a celebra- 

lory act and therefore all 

  

the more powerful and 

important. 

Cube 

  

Today we have moved beyond 

the ‘First Modern Age’ into 

an Information Society, that 

faith in the power of technol- 

ogy to bring progress seems 

at best naive. We have 

Enclosure to Define Vessel to Hold Metamorphosis 

  

become aware of the threats 

posed by the technology to 

both the environment and our 

jobs. As technology has 

become more of an end in 

itself, it has tended to make 

people passive, dependent as 

individuals on the apparatus 

of anonymous organizational 

lives. The primary role of 

technology in every day cul- 

ture has become questionable, 

How the nodes developed 

as people still yearn for tradi- 

tional symbols of individual 

and collective values. Social 

progress has not kept pace 

with technological interaction 

between people. 

Herbert Lachmayer- A Guide 

To ARCHIGRAM, 1961-74



  
and enclosure 

The act of sleeping is separated from all other activity in 

the rest of the Node, it provides a retreat from the net- 

work and from life so that a rejuvenation can occur. 

Within the confines of the sleeping zone, spaces are 

carved out for the storage and display of the personal 

artifacts of the dweller. It can be thought of as a cave or 

womb or simply as a place to hide.       
“These are d few of my favorite 

  

     
things’: hangnail droppings and 

lime peels, nicotine smears, oe 

pubic hairs in the soap, boiled 

milk skin and follef bowl rims, 

cumles counter tops, humidifier     algae, tomato pulp” 

in media res- Assemblage 24 Chair by LeCorbusier



Which CUBE 

is more important. 

The cube 

that is defined by 

  

atoms 

or the cube 

defined by 

electrons. 

® Chapter 3: Studies 

Do not both demand recognition? Family 

Communal 

Mixed Use 

Additional
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bese Site: Riva San Vitale, Switzerland 

Project House 

Program Three Nodes 

Family Dinning 

  

Roof Garden 

Boat Dock 

  

    A Single tlabilational Unit 

B Access Ramp 

plan G Bastion 

D Structure lo raise above lake 

  

  

  

«2.5 Kids 

Dog 

White Picket Fence 

Mini Van 
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Plate Il 

Site: Desert in Ulah, USA 

Project Desert Retreat 

Program Sixteen Nodes 

                                      Gommunity Dining 

SS Community Garden 

Community Meeting 

  A Single Habitational Unit 

B Screen/Solar Collectors 

h ic Communal Tower 

plan pes Sate , . 
D Retaining Wall Cul into Rock Face 

  

  

     

        

     

  

Now | saw when the lamp 

opened one of fhe seals, and | 

heard one of the four living crea- 

tures saying with a voice like 

thunder, “Come and see.” 

Holy Bible: New Kings James 

Version, Revelations 6:1   
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Thank you for shopping at our store. 

We are sorry to report that the pub- 

lisher has notified us that the book 

you ordered Is currently out of stock. 

We suggest that you reorder In sev- 

eral months or try Eureka book 

search at 1-800-563-2222 

Title:Medium Is the Message 

Price: $10.00 

Order#: 19987-1     
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Site: 

Project 

Program 

Mix Use 

Plate Ill 

Alexandria Va., USA 

Family Dwelling and Store 

Five Nodes 

amily Dining 

Family Meeting 

Store 

Single Habitational Unit 

Urban Facade 

Communal Tower 

Load Bearing Walls 

 



  

  

plan 

  

seclion 

Mist 
Low-anchored cloud, 
Newfoundland air, 

Fountain-head and source of rivers 
Dew-cloth, dream drapery, 

And napkin spread by frays: 

Drifting meadow of the air, 
Where bloom the daisied banks 

and Violets, 
And in whose fenny Labyrinth 

The bittern booms and heron wades; 
Sprint of lakes and seas and rivers, 
Beor only perfumes ond the scent 

Of healing herbs to Just men’s fields! 

-Henry David Thoreau 

1, node in the woods 

plan 

  

section 

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

Come to Crazy Larry’s and drive 

away, TODAY! with your own per- 

sonal portable node at rock bottom 

prices. 

Not 10% off 

Not 20% off 

Not Even 40% off 

But 50% off 

only TODAY at Crazy Larry’s. 

plan 

  

section 

  

      
2. portable node 

Bill of Sale 

Customer: William Gates 

Model #; 6897/GS 

Model #: Gerlatrics 

ID #: 6007 425 9859 426 

Cost: $42,699.99 

User: Doreen Gates 

(Grandmother 

Date: 4/28/06     
3, node renovation 

Sile 1 

Project 

Program 

Site 2: 

Project 

Program 

Site 3: 

Project 

Program 

  

Plate IV 

Forest 

Isolation Cabin 

Node 

Open Krame Roof 

The Open Road 

Portable Node 

Node 

Trailer 

Collapsible Roof 

Detached Garage 

Node for extended family 

Node 

Renovation of old garage 

Single Habilational Unit



  

      

  

  

“The future 

is built 

on the ruins 

of the Present’ 

Irata Isosaki: 1964 

B Illustrations



  

Friday 

This morning, Just ofter 

11:00, Michael locked 

himself In his office and 

he won't come out. 

Bill (Bilt) sent Michael this 

totally wicked flame-mall 

from hell on the e-mall 

system - and he just 

walled on a chunk of 

code Michael had wiitten. Using the Bloom County-car- 

toons-taped-on-the-door index, 

Michael Is certainly the most sensitive coder In Buliding 

Seven - not the type to take criticism easily. Exactly why 

Bill would choose Michael of all people to wail on Is con- 

fusing. We figured it must have been a random quality 

check to keep the froops In line. Bill’s so smart. 

Bill Is wise. 

Bill ls kind. 

Bill Is benevolent. 

Bill, Be My Friend...Please! 

    

  

Douglas Coupland, Microserfs, WIRED 2.01 

Under the Stair



  

  
The Joint Is called #hot- 

tub and It’s open all most 

all the time. I've been 

soaking In It for two hours 

with “Bubbles”, “Hord 

Charger” and “Lush 

Lady:” Charger and Lady 

are, shall we say, flirting 

heavily, while Bubbles Is 

  

    
trying to get my attention. 

But s/he‘s a notorious transvestite, so I’m keeping my dis- 

tance. People float in and out of this hot tub, which Is 

open to all comers, but no one gets wet- just a little 

damp sometimes. If you fancy someone, and he or she 

fancies you, it s possible to go private and exchange 

sexual fantasies until you're foo exhausted, oF bored, to 

continue. 

Gerald Van Der Leun, Twilight Zone of the Id- Today’s on- 

line Sex Is as wild and far ranging as the human imagina- 

tlon, Time Magazine Spring 1995 

A Hidden View



  

On Christmas Eve 1990, 

Walter Hudson died, At 

the time of his death he 

weighed 1,125 pounds, 

slightly down from the 

1,200-1,400 pounds (he 

kept breaking scales, the 

exact figure Is unknown) 

that established his 

Guinness certified record 

as the world’s fattest man. Indeed, Hudson had grown 

so large, a section of the wall of hls house had to be torn 

down and a forklift brought In to remove his body. His 

enormous Coffin was towed behind a hearse to the 

cemetery where he wos buried in a double plot. 

  

Michael Sorkin, VR the world 

Toward the Entrance



  

it ls a struggle not over 

territory or boundarles but 

over the very definitions 

of these terms. it’s like o 

conflict between cartog-   

  

raphers, who understand 

the ocean as a grid of longitude and latitude lines, and 

surfers who understand It as a dance of chaotic waves. 

Douglas Rushkoff, Cyberia 

Top of Stair



The World Is populated 

by consumers rather 

than citizens. 

Technology breeds 

unlimited customized 

  

choices, The consumer 

ls served by highly evolved companies, aggressively 

nimble and conscientious of the market's whims. 

Global Business Network, Wired Scenarios Oct. 1995 

From the sky



  

  
The suburbs weren't all 

bad. After all, the green- 

ery was.abundant and 

with It the opportunity for 

clean alr and gardening 

and outdoor recreation; 

houses were large and 

susceptible to enlarge-     

  

ment; open spaces 

buffered neighborhood from neighborhood; serpentine 

streets eschewed the grid. And they had thelr own 

dream of happiness. The nightmare charms us more 

today, the alienating democracy of absolute conformity, 

the uniform texture of the single use, the enforced priv- 

leging of the family and of a Jealous notion of the pri- 

vate, the endless oblivious sprawl. 

Joan Copjec and Michael Sorkin, Shrooms: East New 

York Assemblage 24 

Technology Wall



    
At this point I can summarize by returning to the ques- 

tion of L.L. Whyte, who asked about the relation of ‘the 

two cosmic tendencies: towards mechanical disorder 

(entropy principle) and towards geometric order ( in 

crystals, molecules, organisms, etc.).' Whyte refers to 

two cosmic tendencies, and so did I; but mine do not 

quite fit his. 1 spoke of the anabolic tendency, which ini- 

tiates all articulate existence by creating patterns of 

forces. This tendency, however, does not create ‘geometrical order’ by itself. Organized form 

requires the interplay of the structural theme, brought about by the anabolic tendency, with a 

second cosmic tendency, which strives toward tension reduction and thereby attains the sim- 

plicity of orderliness. The entropy principle, on the other hand, cannot be described ade- 

quately as a tendency ‘towards mechanical disorder,’ because catabolic destruction is only 

one way of moving from a less probable to a more probable distribution of matter. Nor is 

destruction by friction, erosion, or cooking the sort of orderly process we tend to have in the 

mind when we speak of cosmic tendency. What does supply the entropy principle with an 

aspect of cosmic order is Kohler’s Law of Dynamic Direction, which reduces tension not by 

dissipating or degrading energy but by organizing it according to the simplest, most balanced 

structure available to a system. 

Excerpt from: Entropy and Art by Rudolph Arnhiem 

@ Bibliography



  

Jnite d’habitation 

# Corbusier 

sriey-en-Foret, France 

the original furnishings were sim- 

‘le: rubber flooring, plywood inte- 

ior partitions, one freestanding 

torage unit serving as a room 

livider, electric wall outlets but no 

ighting features, and a swivel tap 

o fill the kitchen sink on one side 

ind an awkwardly small tub on the 

vther. The only planned communal 

acility was a nursery on the roof 

ind a tobacco stand in the lobby. 

Deborah Gans, Princeton 

Architectural Press 

  

  

  

  
  

ER ERELE 

  

    
      

                              

La Certosa di Pavia 

Cistercian Monks 

Pavia Italy 

Within the bounds of a week, each 

monk is forbidden to leave the con- 

fines of his “cell”. Since he spends 

so much of his time within this 

place, the “cells” become more like 

small villas or house. Complete 

with a garden, study, small library, 

and sleeping room, the “cell” pro- 

vides for all the needs of a monk. 

Mark Ramirez 

  

Archigram 

Plug in University Node 

Unbuilt Project 

The main enclosures are simple ten- 

sioned skin slung on trays which 

collectively create the ‘node’. Each 

student can have a standard metal 

box and can chose to have it locat- 

ed anywhere on the decking. 

Peter Cook 1965 
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“Maybe the people aren’t ripe for it yet-” 

Cartoon from Alan Dunn 1947 

Nodes For Primates 

Closing Thoughts 

As we continue to push the limits of 

technology and move into the 21st centu- 

ry, humans find themselves at another 

threshold moment in time. We are 

poised to begin a new cycle in human 

evolution and have a historic opportunity 

to guide its development, temper any 

harmful effects, and set limits. Nodes 

for primates provides a solution to the 

problems the world faces today by estab- 

lishing an alternate way of viewing our 

living environment. By questioning how 

we organize our home, Nodes for 

Primates proposes a shelter current with 

today’s cultural ,economic, and social 

climate.
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