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Preface

This report is an attempt to relate some of the most outstanding phases
of the Agricultural Extension Program in Sussex County, It will show vhat
the advisory board, advisory board committees, local leaders, demonstrators
and the local farm agent attempted © do and the technigues employed in doling
the job, It will cover a perlod of work from Decsmber 1, 1960 to November 30,
1961, The material will be presented in the following flve phases: (1) Why
the line of vork was emphasized, (2) What the objectives were, (3) How the
work was cerried out, (4) What results vere obtained, and (5) How next years
work can be improved in light of the current years experiences.

This report will cover work with adults and 4-H olub members.

We are indebted to the U, S, Department of Agrisulture, Virginia Agricule

tural Extenslion Service, Virginia State College and warious other agenclies

and county officlals for their cooperation and assistance given in many ways,.
We are cspeclally apprecilative of the assistance glven by the state agent,
distriot agents, and other farm and home agents In helping to formulate the
progran and organize the work.

November 30, 1961 H, H, Wright

Local Farn Agent
Stony Creek, Wa,
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III. County Extenslon Organisatlon

The County Board of Supervisors is the legal organisation that sponsors
the County Agricultural Extension Program. The County Agricultural Advisory
Board, Executive Committee, Agronomy Committes, Pasture and Livestock Commit-
tes, Forestry Committee and 4-H Junior Council aleng with looal leaders and
extension agents, are primarily responsible for sstablishing, planning and con-
ducting the extension service program. These organisations are made up of
local men, women, boys and girls, under supervislon of extenslon agents,

The County Advisory Board, Agronomy Committes, Pasture and Livestock
Committes, FPorestry Committee and 4-H Junlor Counell, sponsor several eduoational
activities for adults and youths. Activities for adults this vear included four
Advisory Board meetings, six improvement club mestings, one Cotton Production
meeting, one Peanut Production and Chemical Wesd Control mesting and one Peanut
Marketing meesting, Pasture and Livestock Committes mesting, Agronomy Committee
meoting, two three-district Result Demonstration Tours, two pagture Tours, and
Fleld meetings and two Tobacco Sorting and Orading Demonstratlons. The 1962
A, C. P, Program, Feed Grain, Wheat and Barley Program, Tobacco and Cotton
Referendum and Peanut Marketing were dlscussed at a meeting sponsored by the
Agronomy Committee November 20,

Youth activities included four Junior Council meetings, several committee
meetings, National 4-H Week Programs, regular project work, officer tralning
mesting, Record Training meeting, 4~H Sunday Programs, Achlevement Day Program,

Tractor Maintenance Work, Sweet Fotato Projests and Market Hog Contest. The

Junior Councll program slso emphasize sending of delegates to State 4(-T Short
Course, Wildlife and Conservation Conference and Reglonal Camp.
Tha County Agricultural Advisory Board alsc sponsors the Community Im.

provemont Club Work, Farm and Fome Development Work, ®re and Home Unit Demon-
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stration, Parm and Home Water Supply Program, Farm and Fome landscaping Pro-
@am and Poultry and Livestock Improvement Programs as well as i-® club vork,
All extension service programs in this county are under the supervision of
the Advisory Board either directly or indirectly,.

Our various sxtension organizations are made up of 117 men leaders, 72
wvomen leaders, 12 boys and 14 girls. These leaders contribute greatly to
the planning and execution of the total extension program in this county,

The Agronomy, Pasture and Livestock Committess planned the total program
for erop, pasture and livestock, production and managesent, including sduea-
tional activities for farm people. The 4(-H Junilor Counclil sponsors all 4(-H

Activities.

IV, County Situation

According to the 1959 census, Sussex County consists of 317,440 acres of
land of which 42.4% is in farms. The over-all average valus per farm is
19,784. The average per acre value is $130.85,

There are 408 Kwgro operators working 29,160 acres of land, Of these
there are 130 full owners working 10,200 acres; 103 part owners working 7,946
175 tenants working 9,014 acres,

The main crops in Suseex County, listed as to thelr importance are pesnuts,
eorn, tobacco, livestock, forestry, soybeans, cotton and small grain, Peanuts
are the largest cash crop.

There is an increased number of fa:mers becoming interested in the production

of hogs and cattle, Five farmers have expressed interest In the feeder olg sale,

Several are improving their herds by adding pure tred btresding stock. We hope
of

to increase production and improve the quality/livestock proportionately, as we

are able to improve the quality and efficiency of our feeding programs.
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V. County Agricultural Advisory Board Committes Mestlings
The County Agronomy Committee met ir March, 1961, for the purpose of
setting up an agronomy program for the county, including educational programs
for farmers,

First of all, this agent discussed the "Purpose of the Agronomy Committes,*
fcllowed by a discussion of "How Agronomy Committes Members Can MHelp Im Develop-
ing and Oarrying Out An Agronomy Program® by the chairman of the group, Joe
Newsome, Jr,

Following the above mentloned discussions, the group studied the county
situation, set up 1961 goals, wethods to be applisd In resching goals, and
educatlional activities for farmers,

The FPasture and Livestock Committee met January 11 with elght sembers
present, The purpose of this meeting was to dewelop a plan of action to
strengthen the pasture and livestock program in the county.

The group first discussed the pasture and liwestock situation in Sussex
County, Then, we set up goals for improvement, methods to be used for reaching
goals, and educational activitlies for farmers,

This group was concerned chlefly vith the production of top quality hog

pastures and production and maragement of an improved meat-type hog.

A County Forestry Commiltee was established March 2, Ihe purvose of this

comnittee is to bulld up interest among local farmers in forest improvesment and
tring abott a regular income from forest rroducte In the county, We plan to do
this by holding speclal training meetings, lavolving committse members In the
development end operation of a special forestry program for the county and bty
conducting forestry contests.

At our first meeting we stuided looal forest statistics and heard a dls-

cussion on the advantages of good forest rractices by Mr, C, B, Gi11, Assoclate
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Extension Forester. Another meeting of the committes was held in Aprll and

the group planned a special forestry training meeting for committesmen to be

held in December, 1961, ‘“ommittee members will recelve training In "Tree

Planting," "Thinning Tisber Stands,” "Killing Undesirable Tre«s," and "Estimmting
Standing Timber." This meeting is scheduled for December 13,

The agronomy, pasture and livestock committees also sponsored several other
educational programs for farmers, They include the following: December, 1960-
a meeting conducted by the County A, C, P, Office Manager to explaln the 1961
County A, C. P, Program; Felruary, 1961 - a meeting conducted bty Mrs. Mary Dun-
bar, Fleld Representative of the Soclal Security Office and W, J. Nuckells,
Assoclate Agricultural Economist of Virginia Agrisultural Extension Service,
Mrs. Dunbar discussed "Social Security for Farm Feople.” Mr. Wuckolls pre-
sented a discussion on "Farm Records.” Aprll and May, 1761 < two different
meotings were held to dlscuss the 1961 Feed OGralp Frogram., August, 1961 - two
result demonstration towrs were held, The purpose of these tours was to glve
farmers an opportunity to observe results of improved practices being oarried
out on the farm, September, 1961 - two tobacco grading demonstrations held,

The purpose of these demonstrations were to teach farmers how to sort and grade
tobacco on the farr, in sccordance with market demands, in order to get good
prices at the market, These meeting were conducted by Dr. Jones B, Jeffries,
USDA Totmeco Speclalist, Raleigh, North Carclinma, Aprll, 191 - a reanut pro-
duction and chemical weed control meeting. This meeting was conducted by this
agent, with the assistance of P, M, Morton. and Robert ... Young, Vo-Ag tenchers
of Centrs]1 High Sehool. Some of these and several other meetings will be ex-
plained in detall eslevhere in this report. More than 700 people attended these

meetings,




VI. Project Activities

This year and every year, more than 350 loeal farmers received latest
recommendations on Varieties and Fertiliser. They also received the latest
bulletine on production of all loeally grown erops, including livestock,
forestry and pastwe, PFersonal contact, radlo, letters and news articles
also played a big part in getting information to farmers. Local leaders also
played a very effective role in this respect,

A. All Crops.

The total cultivated erop produetion prograr was developed for the
county by the county Agronomy Committee, This wrk was emphasized because of
the need to increase ylelds of all crops grown in the county. The btasic ob-
Jective was to teach farmers how to be more efficlent in land use, production,

management and marketing, as a means of inereasing ylelds and incomes,

To carry out this phase of the extension progras, result demonstretlons

vere conducted this ysar involving the following erops: permanent and temporary
pastures, livestock, corn, cotton, peaputs, soybsans, tobacco and small graln,
These demonstrations were conducted on the farms of A, D, Curley, Ivery Bonner,
Richard Reed, James Parham, Elridge Andrews, Rogers Hlakes, lawrence Taylor,
Robert Bowvers, Jerome Spratley, Felix Davis, Willlam Lyster and Robert Whitney.
The latest recommended practices of rroduction, management and marketing, in
aoccordance with Virginia Agricultural Extension Service recommendations, were
applied,

Educational methods for farmers included tours at result demonstrations
at the appropriate stage of maturity, appropriate method demonstrations, speclal
educsrtional mestings with the use of speclalists or other rrofessional agriouvl-

tural wvorkers, volunteer leaders, radio programs and news articles, personal
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visits, clrcular letters, bulletins and visual alde, ete,

Additional educstional opportunities rrovided for farmers Included,
record keeping, use of soll tests with respect to higher ylelds, efficlency
in the use of fertlliger and lime, insect und dlsease control and chemioal
veed control.

Some tangible results can be seen or al least, farmers learned something,
a3 a result of this years demonstrations and other sducational programs.

1. [Pastures. Nine farmers seeded 17 meres of permanent pasture and five
farmers seeded 23 acres of special winter pasture for additional grasing.
farmers learned (Robert Whitney farm, Aurust demonstration tour) that good
management practices .11l greatly lncrease the productive 1ife of good pastures,
2. GCorg. Our farmers learnsd that if all fertiliser for the crop ls broed-
cast, it grows off much slower than vhere part of the fertiliser is drilled in
the rov at seeding time (Spratley and Davis Parms, August demonstration tour),
They also learned that corn will produce more wvhen grown on well-drained, deep
fertile solls than vhen grown on many other less suitable solls or solls ~ot
adapted to corn production, when the same amounts of fertiliser is used, They
sav the results of good Chemical Weed Control in cornm,

Corn demonstrations were conducted on the farms of A, D, Curler, Richard
Reed, Robert Bowers, Lawrence Taylor, Jerome Spratley, Felix Davis, Willlams
Luster and Robert Whitney, These farmers planted hybrid varietles, applied
130 1bte, per aere nitrogen and 100 lbe. per acre each of phosphorus and potash.
Good cover-crops were turned under in most cases, A drough affected some
demonstrations but the yleld in the Waverly and Wakefisld areas was estimated
to be 80-100 bushels per acre,

3. Sctton, Cotton demonstrations were off this year, due chiefly to late

planting and bad stands, as a result of abnormel spring weather. Many farmers,
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after plowing up cotton twice, planted the land teo soybeans,
4. Ieaputg. Peanut production on some of our demonstration sights were
badly damaged by southern corn rootworms, Aldrin was properly applied in
most cases. In one case Aldrin was used for the first tise. On this parti-
cular farm, it was used on the demonstration fleld only and rootwors demmpge
wag wvorse on this particular fleld than on any others, Diazinon, a new
chemical for rootworm comtrel, will protably be recommended next year. As a
result of our educaticnal program last year, southern stem rot was not a rro-
blem this year. However, peanut ylelds are generally down this year from last
year, malinly because of a moderate to heavy infestationgof corn roctworm damage
on many farms and some other factors. Our farmers lesarned that good insect
and disease control practices are Just as lmportant as good seed and other
cultural practices in the production of higher ylelds of peanuts. Peanut demon-
strations were conducted on the farms of Lawrence Tayler, Robert Bowers, Jerome
Spratley, Pelix Davis and Robert Whitney.
5. Sqybeans, Soybean demonstratioms this year plainly showed these things:
that they (soybeans) will nct make on poor land and that they do not respond
best to direct applications of fertiliser, These facts were trought out at
the Willlam Lyster and Felix Davis demonstrations (vlsited August 17), Actual
yield data 1s not avallable, However, actual sight of buans on the plants
wvere considered, Luster's beans, planted behind a corn demonstrati-n that
received 1,000 lbs, per acre of 5-10-10 and a ryes grass cover-erop and no
direct applications of fertiliser, out yislded Davis' bteans that recelved 400
lbs. per acre 0-10-20,
6. Tobtagog. Tobacco demomstrations this year showed up very well in most

cases. Due to a byd spring, plants falled to come up that were planted to be

used in two tobtacco varletal demonstrations, However, It was clearly brought
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out October 18, at a tobacco gradine demcnstration, conducted by Dr, Jones B,
Joffries, USDA Tobacco Speclallst, that too much fertiliser will demage to-
tacco quality, Mr. James Parham, of Stony Creek, rented four acres of tobacco
from Mr. Joe Prince., The entire crop was heavily damaged, "e apolied one ton
of 3-9-9 per acre and 100 lbs. per scre of B.0.24 as slde-dressing. He took
& soll sample and applied 1,200 1bs, per scre 3.9.9 on apother farm, Samnles
of tobecco from both farms were on hand at the demonstration for farmers to
see, Tobmcco from the farm vhere a soll test was taken and recesmendations
followed, wvas far superior in quality, to tobscco from the other lot,
7. Saall Oralg. Small graln productlon ls becoming more porular every year
in thls county, WHowever, small grailn demonstrations 414 not recelve prover
traatment and therefore, will not be considered further in thls repert,
£, Forestry. UBecause of improper woodland managesent here, the average
yearly income from farm woodlands is very low. After discussing the matter
with several leaders, we declded to organise a county !orestry commit.ee.

A group of eight farmers met March 2 with Mr, C, B, G111, Ascoclate
Extension Forester, This agent dlscussed "The Value of Managed Woodlands.,"

It was revealed during the course of thils discussion that, under proper manage-
ment, local farmers could harvest aprroximstely § cord of pulpwood and 470 board
Teot of saw-timber per acre, per year, depending on thelr present stand, with

s dollar walus of aprroximately $15.00 per acre.

After a dlscussion dealing vith loes)l forestry statistics, the wvalue of
managed woodlands and forestry problems of Sussex County, the group coneluded
that our greatest need s for more technical sssistance to solve our forestry
probleass,

After the warlous discussions, the group deslded on the following

educational programs to help solve the problems: 1 « hold speclal forestry
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meetings, 2 - develop a special foresiry committee for the estab!isghment of »
forestry program for the county and to assist in carrying it out, and 3 - con-

duct foreot contests. A forest committes was then organised, Offlcers for

this committes include Robert Bowers, Jarratt, President; Peter R, Ford, Jarratt,

Vice President; Mrs. Cary BHlakes, Jarratt, Secretary; Rogers Hlakes, Jarratt,
Treasurer.

Our first forestry training meeting has been scheduled for December 173,
Meabers will recelive lnstruetion on "Planting Ploe Seedlings,” "Xilling
Undesirable Specles,” "Thinning Plne Stands.” an' "Estimsting Standing Timber . *
This meeting will be conducted by Mr, C. E, G111, Associate Extenslon Forester,

Four of the commit'ee members have agread to sign up with the A, C, P,
Program for frrest ilmprovement practices this year, All members have agreed
to assist with the encouragement of other farmers to participate in the pro-
gram.

There were a number of things our farmers learned concerning the oro-
duction of most crsps thls year, as sxplained elsevhere In this report, These
items vill be consldered, as a means of strengthen . ng our agronomy nrogres,
vhen the committee meets to plan next yeare activities,

B. Livegtook, The livestock -rogram was emphasiszed because of the
videspread need to ensourage farmers to produce sore and better quality llve-
stock, livestock feeds, to improve btreeding stock and control dlseases and

parasites. The bmsic objective of the program ls to teach farmers to be more

efficlent in the use of land, bulldings, product loi., sanagesent and marketing.

This year, four livestock farms were visited on Alfferent tours. They
included the farms of hobert Whitney, Willlam Luster, Lawrence Taylor and
Ivory Bonner, At the Whitney farm, the group viewed a heard of 70 grade

Hlack Angus Cattle, including one pure tred bull, These cattle have access
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to ampls permanent and temporary grasing, grain, corn silage, water, and
minerals., Good dlsease and parasite control measures are also oarried out,
At the Taylor, Bonner and Luster farms, the groups viewed ohiefly uwine herds.

Mr. Taylor had 125 head of hogs on corn and beans with 1A% protein supplement,

wvater and minerals. Mr. Bonrer had 8% head of hogs (ineluding plgs) on 12

acres of pasture. They were belng fed 15% proteln supplement feed with ample
water and minerals. Mr. Luster had 36 shoats, 10 market hogs, nine sows and

27 pigs. Protein supolement 1s the only portion of feed bought on these demon-
stration farms, Boener and Tuster used all home-grown grain, A pretity good
disease control program is carried out on all swine demonstrotion herds.
However, this year, because of a large-soale outireak of hog cholars In thls
county, Mr. Taylor lost 30 head of hogs and Mr, Honner lost close to 110 head,
ineluding pigs.

Despite the cholera outitreak we had this year, most farmers are trying to
stay in the hog business. Some are sxpected to shift from market hog produetion
to feeder plg production. Feeding programs are belng strengthened In order to
boast livestock production,

Some favorable results were obtained in areas of beef cattle and swine,
Parmers are improving btreeding stoeck, lnoreasing grasing and other home-grown
feed programs, and are trying ‘o do a better job of controlling parasites and
dlseases.

We hope to improve our livestock program next year by making use of
livestock specialists, doing a better job of fesding and providing better

dlsease control,




VII. Community Improvement Program

The Community Improvement Program ls belng sonducted in Wunting Quarter
Community, located two mlles sast of Stony Oreek on State Road 40, It 1s
strictly a farming community. However, a few familiss do part-time and fulle

time publie work.

This program is being emphasised as & means of imroving income, famlly

living and community life. Its goal is to encourage % steady growth of fars,
home and community lmprovement, through the applisation of lmproved rractloes
in agriculture and homeconomlics.

Improvements are belng made each year in the homes, on the farms and In
the community. An increased number of farmers are applylng improved farming
practices that enable them to realize higher profits, Comrunity lmprovements
wvero below last years level, but home improvements were about the same as last
year,

One trick home and one frame home were bullt, One nev tractor fully
equipped, one new plokup and one refrigerator purchased, These represent the
biggest cost items purchased by any of the familles,

This community heve a community club, H, D, elub, 4-H club and several
result demonstrators., Educational programs for crops and 1livestock wers ocarrled
out in this community,

We shall continue owr work next year, considering the needs of the peonle
and thelr desires to fulfill theam,

VIII. Parm and Home Unit Demonstratlon
The present Farm and Home Unit Devonstration farm ls that of Mr. and Mrs.
A. D, Curley of Route 2, Stoay Oreesk, Virginia,

Mr. and Mrs. Curley have cooperated with this and many other rhases of the




Extension Service Progran for many years, The cbjective of this program

Ls tc show the remults, year by year, that can be obtalned, where recommended
practices are carried out in the home and on the farm,

Tt is pot lmmediately known what year the Curleys began part
vith the Farm and Home Unit Demonstration., However, they have be
pating for at least nine years, Their 167 acre farm was rald for vhen they
started cooperating with this program. Since that time (about 1952), they
have completely mechanized their farm, remodeled thelr home, adding moder
kitchen and bath facllities and thoy rent 80.100 aeres of land annually with
oie hired hand, We as extenslon agents, fesl that they have rrogressed te
the polnt that they ean continue to progress without thelr particinetion in
this program., Therefore, we lan to start next year with a new family. The
Curley farm, home, equipment and llvestock now has an estimated cash value of

5,000,00,

The Curley family won the "Outstanding Parm Paally Avard® in 1959 «- @
Bronse Flague, presented annuelly by the Negro State Agricultural Advisory
Board of Virginia, to one outstanding farm family in the state,

Three areas of lmprovement in which extension service agents will em-
phasize in the future concerning this family are inereased pasture and live-
stock production, farm record keeping and farm woodland imcrovement,

IX, PFarm and Home Development Work

The Parm and Home Develorment work was sm-hasised as & special meansg of
providing assistance to certain low income farm familles. The basic objective
of the work ls to provide certain lev income families with assistance in
analyzing their own situation, drawing uo a program of work to sult thelir needs

in sccordance with thelr own capabllities, and assisting with the apollieation




of same,

Fars record keeping was esmphasiszed thls year, The work was carried
through special consultation periods during farm visits, vhaere instructions
on farm record keeping were given,

The Robert Bowers famlly of Route 2, Jarratt have kept some very good
farm records this year, They have also progressed nicely iln areas of crop
and livestock production., They are good supporters of the loeal "xtension
Service Program.

This program will be extended to two other famillies next year, e hope,
thet in light of past years experiences, we will be able to do a much better
Job next year. We shall add specialist assistarce to that of our own In
next years work.

X. FParm and Fome Water Suppl
A program vas started in 1953 to increase the number of rressure vater
syotems in this county.

This agent does not have adequate time to glve necessary assistance
necded by .arm femilies along these lines, However, some time was devoted
to lmproving water systems in general, pressure wvater systems and bathroom
facilities. Poor water systems ls a problem throughout most of the county,

To help more famlilies put in pressure water systems, this agent con-
tacted three local contractors that build or remodel many of the farm homes in
this county., I instructed these contractors to encourage every family worked
with to put in pressure wvater systems. This agent, msostly through persomal
contact, is aiso encouraging families to add pressure water systems,

Eauh yoar an additional number of families put in com lete pressure

wvater and bathroom facllities, some rut water in the kitchen and seversa)

familisas lwrroved thelr wat.r supply In some way, We shall contirue ~ur vork




in this program,.
XI, Parm and Home landscape Work

This work wvas emphasized because of the widesyread nesd for landsesping

farm and home grounds in the county, 'he objective of thls program ls to

improve the appearance of homes and surrourdings by lsproving the landsocape
design.

This vork was carried out through the 4-H club program (Yale - Community
4~H Project), Improvement Community Program and individual farm and home owners.

As a result of work done In thls program, nine lawns vere seeded, three
lawns reseeded, driveways and walks were lald out for flve homes by this agent,
37 pleces of shrubbery were added, 14 driveways improved, 13 msilboxes lmroved
and two replaced, Four requests have been made to this agent for comolete
landscape plans for home grounds,

As a means of strengthening our landscape program next year, ve plan to
have a specialict discuss the tople at a public mesting., Wakefleld and Stony
Crsek 4-H members are carrying the homegrounds besutificatlon project as a
elub project and ve hope to do much through them to ald the program, Other
metiods to be used will include office and telerhons ealls, bulletins, special
meetings at well landscaped homes, demonstrations, tours, visual silds, radlo
programs and nevs articles, volunteer leaders and glviec clubs,

XI1, Civil Defense

A series of four Civil Defense mevtings vers held at Central High Sehool
near Sussex, Virginia Octoler 3, 10, 19 and 24, 1961, The objective of these
meetings was to enable rural families to rrotect themselveo and thelr |lvestock
from fallout, in case of nuclear war. These mestings were conducted by leaders

representing the following groups: Civil Defense, Sussex County Teachers
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Assnclation, The Agricultural Extenslion Service and loeal businessmen,

Toples dlscussed at the above mentioned Civil Defense meetings included
the following: First meeting, October 3 - "Why We Are Here;" "Fow To Stay
Alive In A Fallout Ares, Part I - General, Part IT - looal;" "What Pallout
Means To Farmers;” and "What Do We Do Next." The toples discussed at the
second, third and fourth meetings included "The Family Fallout Shelter;"
"The Threat-Livestock, Crops, Solls, and Proces=ed Foods;™ and "First Ald. "

The Ne*'2==]1, State and local Civil Defense Flans, ete,, will be dls-
cussed at later meetings. Persons assisting with the above meetincs will
be avallable to asslist the local Civil Defense Organisation as soon as it
is established and will dlscuss certaln phases of the Civil Defense FProgran
in comnection with other group meetings.

A total of 264 persons attended these meetings.

X111, Four "H" Progrem

The 4-H Program was saphasiszed primarily because of the need of a
program designed to provide our youth with a type of training, whieh would
assist them in becoming more useful and desliable cltigens., The baslec ob-
Jective of the 4(-H club program is to give members & chanoe to learn by doing.
the 4(~H program wvas developed by a special comrdttee of the Sussex County 4(-H
Jr. Council,

In 1541, there were 12 4-W clubs in which boys wers enrolled, Including
261 members. Projects carried by these members included Fleetrie, Tractor
(Unit B), Crops, Garden, Sweet Potato, Swine, Home Orounds Fesvtification,
Looking Your Best and M ney Management,

The work was carried out by providing guidance in project selection and
record keeping, educational activities for all mgular meetings, special

training for adult and jr. leaders, radio programs and news articles, sircular
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letters and bulletins, personal visits and offiee calis, method and result
demonstrations, project tours and proper use of the sward mrogran, Also,
Sussex County 4(-H members partlclipated In the following educatiomal rrogramst
4-H Market Hog Contest, 4{-H Sweet Fotato Show and Sale, 4{-H Tractor Frogram
and Operating Contest, Natlomal 4-H Week, Mational 4-¥ Sunday and Nt onal
«~H Achlevement Day Frogram,

In the 4-H Sweet Fotato Show and Sale, Chester and Thurman Walker of
Stony Creek participated. Chester and Thursan won $5.00 and $3.00 cash prises,
respectively, Thelr sweets sold for $3.35 per bushel,

Sussex, Greensville, Dinwiddie, Prince Georpge and Nansemond Countles
participated In the (-H District Tractor Operators Contest this year. This
con'est vas a climax of the ,(-F tiactor club vork conducted In the five countles,

Winners of the contest were Ernest Massenberg, Jr. of Sussex County, lat,

place with a score of 460 1/5 polnts; Clarence Harvell, Dinwiddle County, 2nd,

place with 673 1/5 points and Claudette Parham of Sussex County, Ird. place
with 735 2/5 points,

This oontest offered members an oprortunity to pit their tractor skills
sgainst other bo s in the program and at the sawe t ime, gave them a chance to
win cash prises,

The program s designed to asslst farm boys in becoming more skillful in
the operation and care of farm equipment and machinery,

loys particlpating in the conicat from Sussex County included Claudette
Parham, Edile Freeman, Ernest Massenturg, Jr., levl Shands, Elliott “hands and
James L. Tucker, Thirteen other boys from Oreensville, Prince Georpe and

Nangemond County also participated,




~H e S and Sale

Four Sussex County 4-H club boys exhibited one pen each (7 hogs ner pen)
of market hogs at the 1961 4(-H Market Hog Show and Sales Contest held in
connection with the Southside Virginia Palr, Petersbturg, Octoter 2-7, These
boys included Lorenso Luster, Willilam Brown and Clarence Brown of Waverly;
and Elliott Shands of Stony Creek., Two other elub sembars, James Davis of
Wakefield and Joseph Melton of Stony Creek, falled to exhibit thelr nigs.

Winners in the contest from Sussex County were Lorenso Luster, 2nd.

prise, $12,00 cash avard and Willlam Brown, 4th, prise, $2.00 cash awvard,

This agent will strive to increase the number and quality of hogs entered

in this contest next year,
sox 4-H' . tional 4(-H

Sussex 4(-H'ers celelrated National 4-H Week with two special pr orams,
one at Annis B, Jackson Elementary School, Waverly and a sounty-wide programs
at Central High School, Sussex, March 10,

The Waverly program invclved only club members at the school. The elud
President, Miss Catherine Wyche, served as Mistress of Ceremoniss, "ighllights
of the program consisted of a speech by Mre, B, B, Jones, leader, entitled
"Why Celetrate National 4-H Week.," The group also saw two sducational movies
entitled "Rediy Made Maglc" and "Beyond The Meter." These movies were shown
by Mr. Wyche, also a club leader. They are related with thelr 1961 projfect,
which is farm and home electrie,

- Members Held Their Aghi Day Frogram

Sussex 4-H and H, D, Club members held their Achlevement Day Program

Saturday, November 18, 1961 at Central High School near Sussex. The nurnose

of the Achievement Day ls to summarise the ysars vork in the minds of 4(-H
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members; to recognise ac”levements of members, clubs, and leaders: to show
and tell the public what has been sccomplished through &-H; and, to inspire
4i=H members and others to greater accompl ishments through 4(-H.
Highlights of the program consisted of a L-H Reglomal Deleeate renort by

Ernest Massenberg, Jr.; a demonstration - "Maving An ®xtenslor Cord" by Foyal

Peebles of Yale Club; a short Course report by Miss Marle Johnson, Hunting

Quarter Club; a progress report of Sussesm County's 4-H Tractor Club bty Joe
Nevsome, Jr,; remarks regarding the 4~ Sweet Potato and Forestry Projects by
this agent. Mrs, Luoy F, Hows local teacher, was guest speaker,

Four "H" members also exhibited some of thelr sholee profeet work for the
yoar and received ribbons on the btusis of quality, ete., Froduets dlsplayed
included meal preparations, treads, electric, garden and fleld erops.

Delegates attending the 1961 State 4-H Short Course at Virginia State
College, Petersturg, June 15-23, included Misses Marle Johnson, of Hunting
Quarter Club; Eva Hrown of Fivers Club; Sharon Taylor of Yale Club; one boy,
frnost Massenburg, Jr, of New Hope Clubj also attended,

State Awards, resulting from 1960 4~ accomplishmenta, wers received by
Miss Roberta Seaborn, New Hope Club, $50,00 U, S, Savings Bond; and, Ernest
Massenberg, Jr., New Hope Club, $50,00 U, S, Savings Bond,

Next year, we hope to strengthen our 4(-H program by use of speciallst
and adult and Jr, leader training, We shall also try again to organiaze a
4~1 leadere assoclation,

XIV, “ork With Other Agencles

A. A, S, C, Program -~ The County A, S, C, Program wvas smohasised through

the extenslon service program as & means of helolng a larger number of farmsers

t0 receive information about the program and to get a better understanding
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of it. Also, a farmers participation in the program will smable him to re-
celive agsistance with the matter of corserving soll and water, lmproving soll

fartility and lmproving woodlands on his own fara, The tmsic objective of the

A, S. C, Program, 1s to encourage application of good soil and water conserving

practices, soll bullding practices and farm woodland lmprovement practices, by
offering a certain amount of assistance to farmers, in the form of ccst-sharing,

America is one of the worlds strongest, better fed and clothed nation.
This is largely 20, because America‘'s farm lands are among the vorlds sowt
productive, ‘he A, S, C, PFrogras is one of the many agriocultural prograss de-
signed to keep America's farm lands prodnciive and thereby, help keep Amerioca
strong.

The A, S, C, Pregram was oarried out through the Extension Service Program
in the forms of publ'e sdueational meetings for farmers, redlo srograms, personal
contacts and bulletins,

Sussex County Advisory Board met December 6, 1960 at Sussex, Virginla,

The purpose of this meeting was to encourage more farmers to participate in the
1961 A, C, P, Program by dlscussing the program with the farmers and glving
them a chance to ask questinns. Amos Dunn, A, C, P, County Offloe Menager,
was guest speaker,

Mr. Dunn discussed all practices sprroved by the A, C, P, Comeittes sarller.
These included A-2) Permanent Vegetative Cover; A-5) Contour Striceropoing;
A-7) Forest Establishment; B-1) Improving Permanent Cover; B-7) Orassland
Protection Fonds; B-8) Plpelines for Livestock Water; C«1) Sod Waterwars;
C-D) Terracing; 2-7) Open Dralnage; C-10) Tile Dralnsse; C-14) Constructine
Irrigation Fonds; D=1) Establishing Winter Cover; and D-2) Susmer Cover. Dumn

also discussed the cost-share feature of the warlous practices and the Aifferent
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operations approved and not aporoved by the committee,

1261 Feed Grain Program

On April 7, this agent met with other agricultural wvorkers, including
A, 5, C, Committeemen, County Agent, Vo-Ag Teachers and the County A, 8, C,
Office Manager, Amos D, Dunn, The purpose of this meeting was to explain the
1951 Feed Orain Program and glve persons attending a chance to ask questions,
Th: meeting was conducted by Mr. Amos Dunn with County Agent, E, B, Parson,
as-isting.

On Fridays, April 14 and 24, 1961, the Feed Oraln Program was discussed
at two different meotings by the County A, 3, C, Office Manager and this
azent assisting, The agent discussed the objectives of the program as follows:
17 To increase Farm Incone; 2) To Stabllise FPeed Costs; 3) To Reduce Risk
of Over PFroduction of Such Crops as Meat, Milk and Fggs; 4) Stop Bulld Up
¢f Stocks; 5) Reduce Oovernment Costs; and 6) Assure Consumer Falr and Stable
frices.

Following my dlscussion of the programs objectives, Mr, Dunn continued the
discussion, beginning with Price Supporte, Eligibllity for Price Support,
Special Agricultural Conservation Program, Acreage Reduction, Excertions In
The Program, Conservation Uses, Examples of Reduetion for Corn and Orain
Sorghum, and Farm Payments,

Many questions were directed to Mr. Dunn following both presentations, A
total of 93 farmers attended these t wo mestings. More than 400 letters were
sent to farmers (for two meetings) regarding the Feed Grain Program,

In additien to mestings held regarding the "™ed Oraln Program, this agent
malled 100 farmers a copy of "Thumb Rules for Evaluating The 1961 Feed Oraln

Frogram,” a leaflet prepared by the Departsent of Economiste, V., P, 1., sssleted

farmers with vorking out his score card for the food graln program and discussed




it many times on farm visits, ete.

According to a statement from the County A, S5, C, Office, these results
vere accomplished: B2 Negro farmers partioipated in the Fead Orain Frogras
and diverted approximately 467.1 acres from corn and graln sorghum,

Our maln problem concerning this program ls gsetting more farmers to
participate, We hope to do this by the use of more special educational
meetings, radio programs, news articles and personal contacts, as & means of
enabling the people to get a better understanding as to how they can be
heiped through the program.

B. Soil and Water Conservation Program, Tiis work was carried on to
some extent in all six dlstricts. As & result, approximately 250 families
vere snssisted vit: understanding different types of 8, C, practioes, rartiol-
pation with the A, S, C, Program, cover-crops and taking soll samnles. A
representative of the loeal S, C, 5, Offloe, with this agent, visited 13 farms
and assisted with various 5. C, S, problems., PFarmers were also sncouraged to
contagt P, H, A, for assistance with financing the higher cost conserwa ‘ion
practices such as tiling and construeting livestock water ponds, ete, Ve

vill continue our work next year along the sase ilmes,

Parm Credit Organigations (F, C, A, and 7. W, A,) Farmers vers directed

to these agencies for loans to buy farme, construet farm homes or farm btulldings,
to buy farm equipment and making other farm lmprovements, Fifty formers vere
directed to these agencles for assistance.

Many small farmers in thls area were refused farm loans this year bty
local lending agencies. Many of these farmers came to this agent for help,

These farmors were directed to F, H, A, for assistance,




Mr, Milton K, Brown, a representative of F, H, A, visited this county
in June at the request of this agent, We visited six families that desired
assistance with varicus tyres of farm loans, Three of these fmilies contrcted

A. One person, Willle I Bmlley of Stony r h rocess
obtalning an F, H, A, housing loan., Three othor familles i visited,
plan to apply to F, H, A, for a housing loan later this fall.

Next year, we plan to have a representative of F, ¥, A,
group concerning F, H, £, leans to farmers,

D, local Vo-Ag Program, This agent worked very close with the Vo-Ag
teachers, P, M, Morton and Fobert Young with thelr program, and they asslisted
this agent on many occasions, We held three planning meetings tocet! « They

assleted me directly with four meetings and Indirectly with several others,

They are aluays invited to attend extension service setivities, They vere

sent the 1imit (5 coples sach) of all bulleting that could be used for class

room purposes, we will contln e to plan and

vork tosether in the future.
Extension Service influences reached an estimated 300 families throgh this
agency alone,
Evaluation

In evalusting the exisnalon program in this county, one could hardly
overlook the fine occoperation and rartie of the leaders., These
leaders have ¢lven freely thelr time, interest and cooperation to the pro-
gram over a number of years and the results s up in the effectivensss of
the program. Also, as a result of thelr result desonstrations, many fars
families change from the old to the nev and improved way of farming and home-

making every year,

The extension program in this county has sttempted to smploy all the tools
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and technliques avallable to better put over its alms and objectives. In many
instances throughout thls report, the objectives and results have teen stated,

Balanced farming with a good relationship between livestock and erope
is one of the long-time objectives of the County Advisory Board, The live-
stock program is steadlly improving as we are able to get more and ‘tetter
pastures established, Extra dollars coming to the farmer are of great wvalue,
from the sale of good quality products grown on his farm, The agronomy,
livestock and pasture commitiess have been most helpful in putting over this
work, A forestry committee was established this year,

The 4(-H program In this county ls steadlly improving, Many 4-H boys,
after entering high school, take Vocatlonal Agriculture courses and remain
in 4-H club work, Persomally, T think this is a good carry-over, Many
adult farmers are influenced to make changes that will lmprove their farm

progran and thus result in more money for the family, as a result of a boy

or girl's 4-H project work, carried out on the family farm,

Through the cooperation with the A, 8, C, and Soll Conservation Program,
many farmers learned the lmportance and advantages of participation in the
A, 5. C, and 8, C, 5, Programs, making rroper use of lime, fertiliger, and
many other ilmprovement practices, More farmers are keeping check with the lime
and fertilizer needs of thelr molls by use of the soll test., Tihrough » more
extensive and effective use of fertilizer and lime, along with the proper
soll-gaving technlques, we hope to continue helping farm families to live
better,

The County Agronomy Committee was very affective this year, This

committes met in March at the extension offise. The agronomy program for
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1941 was planned and mimeographed coples sent to all faram leaders,

‘he menbers of the agronomy, pasture and livestock committees have
worked very closely and very deligently with this agent, Ve fesl that the
over-all extenslon program has besn helped a great deal bty the activitles
of these groups.

We wish to express our aprreciations to all our supervisors, Virginia
Agricultural Extension Service, Virginia Agricultural Extension Service
Specialists, repressntatives of Virginia State Cellege, Local leaders and other
agricultural workers., for thelr cocperation In helning us to earry out this
years extension program,

Finally the extenslon program in Sussex ls meeting the needs of the

people of the county because of the number that are served each year through

this program, Constantly, Information and services are flowing from the

extension offlce to the people and from the people to the axtens! on offlice,
Our challenging youth program is encouraging young capable boys to develop
into more useful citisens, Extension teaching in this county influences an
estimated 500 families annually to make ilmprovements in some rhase of farsing

or homemaking.
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