Most of our rural people have cenfidence in the Extension
Service and are willing to scoept novw methods which result in
bettor living, Gradual progress 1s made smmmally and the ixtension

progrens have been well received by the people axl we have enjoyed a

fine spdrit of cooperation with the peopls of tids county and other

agencles,




Assisted vith Judging fara erops, vegetables and livestock
at the Patrick County Fair,

Attendod the i«il Eleotrie Congress in Alshmond,

Guest of the Southern States Co-operative annual meeting
in Richmond,

Attended Forestry Sehool at Hlackstome, Virginia,

COOPERATION WITH OTHEN AGENCIES

The agent attended many meetings and cooperated with other agencies
throughout the year, Assistance was given in selecting practices for the
following year's ASC program in the county, As chalrman of the ANC Llection
Board, the Agent called a weeting and the committee performed the duties
of selecting commmity election boards in the various areas, Several office
conferences were held with the ASC offlice manager during the year,

The Agent was an invited guest to the Farners' liome Adminstration
dinner meoting at which time their program was discussed vith farmers,
soed and fertiliser dealers, machinery dealers, businessmen, snd leaders,

The agent has cooperated closely with the three Vocational Agrisulture

Departnents in many vays such as group discussions, supplying blue prints,

printed materials, forestry work sheets, soil boxes, ste,
The agent appeared bLelfore the Young Parners' Clubs on sever:l occasions
to discuss various subjects, Cooperation with all other agencies has been

very pleasant throughout the year,

ViI, s
It is ismpossible to actually measure progress in any ,lven year
because educational work moves slowly, Undoubtly most outstanding progress
has been in a chenge in the attitudes in the people with vhom we vork,
«ll=




v.

MISCELLIANEQUS

The Agent assisted with, attended or was special guest at many

sctivities tisoughout the year, A irief statement of each is given

belows

Guest at Willis Young Farmers Club Special Meeting and
was presented a Certificate of Honorary Membership in
appreciation for the assistance and close co-operation,
with the club members,

Attended Virginia Agrioulture Credit Conference to Natural
Bridge, as s gvest of and sponsored by The Bank of Floyd,

Asgisted the Ruritan Club Agriculture Committee in seleoting
objectives for the year,

Guest of the Local Ford Notor Compeny on & tour to Richmond
to observe farm mamchinery and equipment,

Guest speaker te *he Floyd FPA Father and Son banquet in
April; and guest to the Willis FFA Father and 3on banguet
in May.

Attended Aural Electrification Conference in Aoancke and the
Extension District Conference in Roancke during hay,

Assisted with a Water Shed discussion at Topeco in cooperation
vith the Jeil Conservation Service,

Attended the Institute of ‘wral Affairs,
Guost to Floyd Young FParmers Club piende,

Guest at the Willis Vome Demonstration Club piouniec and
qlso the Check Home Demonstration picnie.

Guest and speaker at Farmers Home Administretion Field
Day on the W, L, Whitlook farm,

Showed alides of 301l Conservation practices to the
local Southern States Annual meeting,

Attended the Amnual Extension Cemference at VPI, August 29
to September 2,

Attended the VFPI Continuing Sducational Center Counference,

Guest to Coumty-wide Home Demonstration Day progranm,
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Many farmers wvere assisted with applications to secure trecs and a
total of apprexcimately 300,000 seedlings were received in the county this
year, The Agent publlished news articles and gave information on where to
secure seedlings, trees reeded per acre, methods of planting and other
management practices,

The Agent worked with Carl J, Holcoln in planning a Tree Fam
dedication program on the H, B, Poff farm near #llis in thds ocounty, The
dedication was beld in May with a large attendance, It was the first vhite
pine Tree Farm to be dedicated in the Eastern part of the country,

The Agent attended the forestry school at Slackstone from /ay 30 to
June 4, Ve studied forestry vork and visited wood uaing mills, and the

Agent felt that this type of schooling was very beneficial,

2, lome Gardems and lHome Grounds Besutificatiom.

Moy oalls were received and considerable informetion ivem on
garden problems and timely news articles were written suggesting varieties
of vegetables, fertilisation, inseot and disease control, mulching, ete.
Garden suggestion leaflets were mailed monthly to the mailing list of people
vho had requested this material, The Agent discussed vegetable production

to several of the lome Demonstration Clube during the spring,

Three ocarloeds of people, inoluding 4eii Club members, &:fm the

Vegotable Meld Day at VPI in August,

The Agent assisted a few home owners vith landscaping problems and
urote several articles on seeding lawms, fertilisation, clipping, insect
damage, ete, The Agent attended a landscape Gardening conference at iocky

Mount in early March, M, A, 3, Descher from V.F.1, conducted the meeting,




C. 0, Banes, Jr, who won the State Publiec Speaking Contest, vas
the guest speaker at the local Southern States annual meeting in August
and at the same meeting the Agent presented a series of slides and

di d sodl vation practices being carried out in the area,

C. 0, Eanes, Jr, and the Agent attended as special guests, the Southern
States Cooperative Amnual Meeting in “dchmond from Ootober 20-28, This
expense paid trip was swarded to the State Wimner in the 4l Club Publie
3peaking Cantest,

A county-wide program in observance of Aural Life Sunday was held
at the Rooky Enob Park and the ococasion proved to be very successful, A
large group of club members, with their parents and friends, attended,

A local minister spoke to the group and a ghalr from the Check Senior

4=ii Club sang several selectioms, vhich were thoroughly enjoyed by &ll,

Three Senior Clubs participated in the WSLS Club Improvement
Contest, The Floyd Club wen first place, Check alub won second and
Indian Valley wen third in the Commty Contest, The Floyd Club also wen
third place in the area Contest,

There iz a noticeable improvement in the quality of the olud

vork annually.

v, MINOR ACTIVITIES

1, Forestry

There wvere 52 L«ii Club members who carried forestry projects and
received a total of 23,200 seedlings, Due to good weather conditions
reports indicate that a large percentage of the trees survived, This pro-

Ject has become very popular wvith elub members,
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The committees met and planned the Achievenent Day Program
vhich was held in December, 1959, with G4 present., Awvards and recognie
tions were presented to 22 boys., Natiomal 4.8 Club week was observed Ly
all olubs and many of the clubs had special bulletin boards and exhibits,
FMve club mewbers spent one weok in Greens County, New York in an exchange
program and five club mesbers fom New York spemt one week in howes in
this County, Four /(=i “lub signs wvere put up on the four main highways
entering the county, PMroject materials vere distributed to all members
in April, There were 52 mesbers who received 23,200 pine tree seedlings
in early spring.

The Agents from this county with Agents from Fontgomery visited
the 4~ii Club Camp site at Abingdon in Decesiber to review avallable camping

facilities, The county sumer camp was held at Camp Swmers near lintom,

West Virginia, from June 13 to June 18, with 21 boys, 31 girls, 1 lady

and 1 man adult leader and the agents attending from this county,

The Agent assisted with the district contest in Roanoks in April,
Fouwr members of the Livestock Judging Team and fouwr members of the Dairy
Judging Team participated from this county, The Agent also sssisted w'th
the i« Fet Stock Show and Sale om Aprdl 1., However, there was no elub
participation from this county.

A lamp vorkshop was held at Check and another at Floyd dwring July,
There were 2 lasps completed, The Jumior Lemonstration Contests were held
in July with five members participating, The Agent accompained four club
members to the Llectrie Congress im Richmond in August, BDavid Allen and

Katherine Yeatts were the vinners frem this county,
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times throughout the year, Flans were made for the annual meeting
vhich wvas held in Jammry with 27 people present, The Agent and a committes
of the Artificial Breeding Associstion held a conference with the Manager

of the Virginia Artificial PBreeding Assccistion om policies effecting the

loeal group, The Directors met in August relative to a w' publiedty

progran, Tvo articles were prepared and published by the Agent, The
mmber of cows btred artificially is gradmlly inercasing amnually and
farmers seem to be better pleased with the program each year,

A meeting of the five Vocational Agriculture Instructors
with the Agent wvas held in October for the purpose of discussing the
trucellosis eradication prograw and make plans for secwring furwer liste
and information, This work will be completed by the end of November and
turned over to the area Veterinary so that actual testing work can begin
in early December,

A panufacutred milk swrvey was made this sumer and the
Agent assisted severul farmers in answering the questiomnaire, Several
visits to farms were made in an effort to seours information so that a good

sample of the producers could be secured,

3. 4l Club Work

The 4~i Club program has operated very smoothly this year,
Although the enrollment has not increased msterially the quality of work
has improved, There were 24 clubs with a total of 278 beys enrolled,

The Honor Club and County Council, with their committees, have been
active and have sponsored several projects, The annual Talent Show eould
not be held beonuse schools were closed for 24 school days dwe to bad

wveather conditions,




b, Dairying
M1k cov numbers in the county have reduced from 10,593 in

1954 to 8,584 in 1959, The Dairy Committee met and reviewed the minutes
of the Agronomy Committee meeting in an effort to correlate the vork of the
two groups, They studied trends on forage produstion, oattle mmbers,
anount and value of milk sold, produstion per cow in the county, ete,

Mos® rdlk is needed for manufactured purposes and special
emphasis will be placed on this phase of production during the year,

The Mastitis problem was studied, alse,

Approximately one half of the farmers sell mamufactured mdlk,
There are 35 Grede A Dairies selling milk to three different companies, Une
nev Grade A producer began operations this year, Four producers are in
tie Dairy Herd Improvement Associatiom and three are co-operating in the
Wolgh-heDay-A=tionth program,

The Agent with two farmers toured a dairy farm to observe milk
parlor, hay storage facilities, ete,, near Hustburg, One of the farmers
is nov operating a modern Grade A Dairy as a result of this tour,

Meetings were held in Indian Valley in December and at Alum Ridge,
Willis and Floyd during February for the purpose of discussing manufactured
milk production, showing films of the elevated walk in type milking

arrangement, ete, There wore 157 farmers reached, These meeotings were

sponsored by a local manufactured sdlk company,

The Agent visited several farms to observe the various types of
milking arrangements that werwconstructed last year, Hlue-print plans were
supplied, The Agent attended a meeting in Lymehburg with a committee of
Grade A producers relative to improving the milk situation,

The Floyd Artificial Breeding Association Directors met several
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The Agent, with a representative of the local wool pool,
attended the Southwest Virginia Sheep Breeders Association meeting at
Bland, Virginia in January., The Agent and a leader attended the Weol
Conference in Abingden in March to diseuss plans whereby all Southwest
Virginia wool pools could arrangs to sell wocl on the same day, The
wool pool Sales Committoe attended a meeting in Sparta, North Carolind,
during April and another meeting in Mariom, Virginia, to further disowss
wool sales, The annual Wool Growers meeting was held in Apri) and officers
vere elegted, The Southwest Virginia wool pool was sold at Marien, Virginia,
in May and the local directors met to make detailed plans Cor the pool to
be held loecally on June 22,

A total of 15,633 pounds was pooled, which included 15,307 pounds
of clear wool, 67 pounds of light burry wool, 157 pounds of rejects and
102 pounds of tags, Prices paid farmers were 58 cents for clear wool,

50 cents for the light Lwrry, 44 oents for rejects and 11 cents for tags,

The pool sold for a total of $9,170.04. The pool was well organized and

everything worked nicely., 7The Floyd pool was second from top in prices
paid in the 11 Southwest Virginds poola.

A county Dog Warden was employed last year and there are ine
dications that this wvill encourage more growers to ;o into the sheep
business. Timely news articles were prepared for the local paper on the
treatent for stommch vorms and other information on good management
practices,

The majority of farm families grow their own pork needs, Very
fov hogs are marketed, liowever, many farmers sell pigs, Most of the work
done with swine has been through 4A-i Club members and deseribed in more

dotail 4in the A-li Club section of this report,
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The ldvestodk Committee met in February to review the
county situation and cutline a program of attact to the problems,
The Feeder Calf Committee met with representatives from other counties
in the area to make plans for the 1960 sales.i#This Committee attended
the annual meeting of the State Feeder Cattle group at Natural Bridge.
The Committee met with the area group in May to plan the two fall sales,
They met again at Salem in August %o work wp rules and regulations to
govern the fall sales, This comittee visited all farmers conaigning
calves to the three sales for the purpose of inspecting the calves, checking
on vaccination, ete, Several farmers were assisted in locating 9 bulls,

Much emphasis was placed on an improved feeding program
throughout the year, Hesults of this can be easily detected in observing
the better grades of cattle our farmers are consigning to the sales.

The Agent accompanied two farmers to VFI in August to study
the conorete, tilt up bunker sile, One of these farmers has constructed

& 370 ton capacity silo on his beef farm and has arranged for self-feeding.

The Agent attended the beef cattle field day on the George

Litton farm in Pulaski County in August. Management practices were discussed
and it proved to be a most waluable demonstration to those present,

Sheeop numbers have declined very little during the past five

The Sheep Specialist assisted one new producer on various
problems this year and this farmer wvas very suscessf™ul with 35 ewes, lie
plans to expand the project to include 100 ewes on his farm, A few sheep
and lambs were lost during the unusually heavy snow in February and Merch,




A Veed Control meeting was held at ¥Willis during lay and
mwch Lterest vas shown., Allen Kates, Woed Specialist from VFI,
lead the discussiom,

Many soil samples were amalysed and regcommendations given,
The Agent supplied seed and fertiliser dealers with recommendations
on varieties, fertilisation programs, ete,

The Agent had many contacts with farmers relative to carrying
out practices under the ASC program, The Agent judged the farm crop
exhibits at the Vooatiomal Agriculture district meeting at Willis dwring
January, There were six schools participating,

Through a weekly column in the local paper most farmers had an
opportunity to keep posted on recommendations and nev developments in

Agronowy,

2. ldvestock
a, Beef cattle, Sheep and Hogs
According to the latest census report musbers of beef cattle
bave not changed very much, The lLivestock Committee's objective has been
to improve beef cattle quality and reapid isprovement has been made, Each
year more and more farmers attend the organised Feeder Calf and Yearling

Sales and they are impressed with the quality of the animals, This year

4 farmers conaigned 27 animals to the Spring Yearling Sale, while 8 farmers

consigned 23 steers to the Fall Yearling Sele; 9 farmers consimed 104
calves to the Fall Feeder Calf Sale,
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Number of Farms « 170 « Average sise 102 acres,
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BABY DESCRIPIIGH OF GOuNTY

Ganeral vharacteristics

jackgroung « Formed in 1831
r Jolm Floyd, Covernor of Vir

jast Ue

wiles west 0»4

¥ = 376 square

2D e O te
dainfall «45,97 inches,

Climte « last killing frost in spring - A; o
First killing frost in fal)l - Ootober 10,
Average growing season - 172 day
Average January tempers
Average July temperat
Mochmm 103 degrees « Minimm:

Topography - dolling to steep, Small
land along strecas,

Sedl iypes « Varies from sandy to .
poor type, mul ag major percentage o
lelving, average crop sedl, Alleghany
erop solls, are limited,

Woodland Aecreage « 52,057 aeres,
Cropland Acrsage - 56,962 acres,
Pasture Acreage - 73,017 acres,
Other lend Acreage (Mudldings, ronds,
Irandportation Facilitios « 4 buses
Nearest rail facilities 22 miles fire
dotor veltlcles owned by a Jority ¢
lines, daily service, Primary road wdl
Secondary road mileage 664,61; (mtreat
22,7; usurfaced 201,813 wmtreated
Hard surfuced 64.54),

Voamanications « vial telephone service

n the sourtyy 1,7% w

scanlated 4
atac :

e
Towns « Floyd, the County Seat; pooulatior

ingorporated town, Seven shopping centers outs
vithin radius of 45 wd]
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