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b - residence c - town's first church d - municipal building h — bank

E X I S T I N G E L E M E N T
08 In earlier years, the town ofDayton saw much population and asured a consistent number of

more activity along its streets and it thrived as visitors to the town. The school was a well
asmall but lively community. It grew around grounded institution as well as a source of
the usual institutions that form a town: a mobility and change. It, too, was a vital
municipal building, a post office, a church, a resource for the town's existence. But with-
bank. These fundamental units helped to _ out the school, the security of a steady popu-
adhere the additional pieces, the stores and lation is gone. Without consistency of popu-
offices, the restaurants and homes, into a lation, the stability ofother institutions begins
collective group which began to develop a to crumble as well. Slowly, the town as a
community. These elements gathered along whole loses its solidity and ceases to exist as .
the main street, huddling together to sustain a unit.
themselves. This increased density can still g g g
be seen as marking the origin of the town. Still recognizing the importance of all these *

institutions as key building blocks for civic
A former music school, whose campus was identification, these elements are highlighted
primarily located at the site of the proposed along the walk through town, giving them
community center, provided a stable student their rightful place in a position of honor.
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Cooks Creek- A gerrtle kholl frlls the gap erde- The hature of the two rs very drffereht:1. V 1. 111V1 1 between the branches and together these pro- the 1ns1de being highly structured with an

.1 ._V 1.V.11 duced natural boundaries for the developing order imposed by man, while the outside re-
town. Whether originally being true barri- mains mostly untouched, given randomness
ers, which is unlikel or more s cholo ical b the forces of nature.7

— __ V boundaries, these elements continue to serve
as markers that contain the town. "The enclosure and the gate are the original

j means for distinguishing inside and outside,
_ In his lecture on The Sense of Boundary in and to create a meaningful relationship be-

' ’ 1 Architecture, Michael Graves discusses the tween them," according to Christian Norberg-1
· 5 55.1;; 1 V1.- im ortance of se aration of laces. He states Shultz. Herein lies the o ortunit to make. 5 · . _ _. V .5—1 V- 1 .11-.1- 1.; 1- ;5V_xy;.-; V .1 6.. V_1_ ;V; -V1..V that "s ace IS not homo eneous" and that the atewa a si mficant lace, one that hi h-6:1 6 1- .5 11-. «- .:1 1;6 -·'=15it 2 boundaries separate and help to understand lights the differences between the two con-ZZ ..6IL. 1--. ij Z·‘ 3.;;:; -—11.1g -1·

V .-..11 particular realms. ln the case of Dayton, the drtions it separates. The brrdge also becomesY1 i ee51.· 6-—5
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a premise that sets the format forsubsequentarchitectural
events throughout the town. It

introduces the red brick found in many
pI°0IIllI13Ilt IOWII SPBCCS, ·~ V. V.

and throughout the community center area. Ü Ü ÜÜ Ü
It also introduces-the lighting, establishing
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— e WT ° ett? Q-* ‘° V VV °" ‘°'” V V town area, the grid format is broken onlyI" ,. .

„-

I by Main Street, which severely cuts
.. ' h fe T _. 9 . . .@1 1)- ¤~ throu h on a d1a onal. Its Chan e In dl-

*

.3 ‘; .— . - , g

I
Y IG vz" ·¤ gu 4;

f I rv rection makes it even more prominent,*_‘•1
JT-} I ~"~ l- ' i

, • •ht? I -" IF!-üß ati- Inlleh like the accent of Broadway rn New
ht

Tg Ülty- The materials of Main Street
f .. s8:· *— . . . .U- ’ ° 116 111 dlStInCt Contrast to those of sur-

. 1 7 -. es · V —« | rounding streets, with its man-made brickrr" I •‘ . _. {hi , *·aat—
~ " ” °* ‘ — y The masonry suggests solidity, perma-

:. - ° ' V - nence, and therefore a place of history.
_N„„.-dr

ii i _ ’ _ r _ i
This is the origin and heart of the town.

‘ A change in density also occurs along 13
Main Street with buildings being clus-
tered tightly together and touching the
sidewalks in front of them. This closeness
seems to compress the space, causing

movement through this section to slow.
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thetefere mevemeht elehg the Street
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Ü
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The grid of the town is articulated by an
1 etw *42 gggm Egg Qoverlapprng of pnmary and secondary *7 gg; 1;% 0

L-streets,w1th all primary streets running in .
anorth/south direction. Since they connect ,_ _ I

tl
3. Q,

the main entrances of town and pass through
rk I

*“ ‘*•* .3; .-11 _ _ 1,., „ .„ Q, ,„-E 3
the downtown area the majority of traffic _ 5, I*. nl I .’ I „. lr. „ =I :1 **2- Il-lremainson these routes. As a result, these },___

4:
__

I
6* I I""**‘I "’**‘$·] Y! Iprimary streets are broader, more strongly ‘ II I

defined, and become visually dominant as I * Q, §~ I Ione moves through the town. ·

~

E \-X VV;

1 1If these primary streets are studied in sec- _ ~ I I' I I I
tron, a defrnrte pattern can be seen whrch ‘

E _ _·_ _ ——-., I
differentiates these streets from others. . ;_ __ I. ‘

Each is flanked by sidewalks, followed by X
I *I I

Ä * I III I j _ I

14V
a thick row of trees. Buildings form tne

third layer, uniformly set back from the
street. All buildings in the central part of

town face these primary streets and help

V define the empty space found at the center

f h bl k. II°°‘*° °° 1.:; ......
3I.:1*‘ 1 ‘

.‘‘‘I··Thefamiliarity of the existing grid is re- {Q· I ..*3 ‘ I

.peatedwithin the proposed new area by I °__. 1,1° I
rows of cypress trees lining the north to I ,, __ J1 11__ _ M ‘

- ix;*;;;;‘*1*·1;I_i;§2I··I~I II 1I1II 1-.II @2 ‘* .~· * .· .4south pedestrran paths, echorng the pattern * ' L„ ’ ß_(’ ‘ Ä I 1
‘ ‘I{ 3 , 1 *4I . { I

Ö Ü I IITTI I IIII IIÄII3II I III°I" I‘ 4‘... · 1--_-1 3 ‘
of the streets. The trees are uniformly V — V VV 1 VV ** I
spaced to establish a rhythm and unit of I 1

II I I
IIImeasureat the pedestrian level as well as V I 4 1

2I I

Iemphasizethe consistancy of the town's I .
II 1 I I

I
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E’**· °
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. ‘ I I over the hill to the west. They cut across
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° the primary streets, revealrng aternatrng." I I ·* er ·¤«‘a t-

J . - J I J, J I lines of trees, built structures, and grassy" QÜÜ l-~ ·* S =

_

. — ller S? qiuzi- 'I -1. $1;. voids. These side corridors exist on a
much quieter and less assuming scale,

~J J nicely complimenting the prominence of
. J -- yß ~Q I the larger streets. They lead away from

J ‘ . J J JI, ~
‘

{ J. J¤‘I‘J.. . ° J -/ *" _ -. J "¢— ‘ ''‘’ the public space ofdowntown through the
. .. . _ ._ . Q., J J more private parts of the community.'* J. .1

Just as the edestrian aths have beenP P
indicated by the rows of cypress trees, the

secondary streets will have a unique de-
• ._ J marcation as well. Rows of eantilevered

. -. . · · .‘ . luminaires will line the sidewalks leadingt ~—~‘
““‘ ‘ üI...’.II§Ü} W. .. _ _ _• • * JBL JJ JJ! Q a.,,_JJ resrdents rnto the publre area of down-•

g T.! gf \\\<I% ''..'. ' . town. These lamps will arch over the
~I street to imply a canopy echoing those
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i.·•

3" \ la; — primary streets and paths. The larnps also
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_ _
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As mentioned earlier, in an effort to changes of recent decades and transform this
Ä accomodate the increasing volume of traffic intervention of progress into an asset. The

' _ _ I
'

AA'·,l
going into and coming out of Harrisonburg, addition of the bypass should not be viewed

alu". AA';
.

I
. ln a dual highway was put in to detour traffic as a negative occurance but as the genesis for

II _ A
5 - around the cozy town of Dayton. But the makinganew face for the town. Dayton must

|_ " -
_-F

· ' __ effort to protect the downtown area from develop a facade and main entrance that willIII · 1*
AAAA . -__ _ ‘ being overpowered by cars resulted in rob- announce its presence and will invite interest

IA I I I bing the street of a necessary vitality that and exploration.
; would make it an enjoyable place to be. InA

I I . essence, the town has turned its back to the In response to the need for a new facade for
A

imposing highway. It continues to face in- the town, a linear park was developed alongA A" _ · ward to its main street while ignoring the the stripbordering the bypass. It was critical A

bypass and a strip of grassy wasteland that to maintain the integrity of the buildings along
lies between. Main Street. Since they were built for that

street, it was neither practical nor desirable to
This tiny town must come to terms with the change their orientation. Therefore, the area
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1 18 c o M M U N18 1 1/ T . . . . . „VV u he idea of a community center, in this The umqueness of the Mennomte culture,
·

i
case, is not to be confined to a single building with its simplicity of lifestyle and adhereuce

A r „„ _, but is to be seen as a collection of facilities to old ways, creates a mystique that always
· X ” and public areas used as a gathering space for attracts the interest of outsiders. The

_
‘V

_ members of the Mennonite community. At community ccnterwould be open to the public,

V V
l .§

1 n the same time,the centerwouldbe an amenity with the Mennonites sharing their history,
h

Ii i n ‘ to the town, providingalibrary, marketplace, craft, and lifestyle with their neighbors as
and meeting spaces, while creating an outdoor well as visitors. Vitality would return to the

_ public arena which would offer the possibility town through this drawing card and once againT
of multiple activities. The versatility of the the street and outdoor spaces would be abuzz
area assures usability at all times of day and with activity.

T _
throughout most seasons by a variety of

N
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COMMUNITY LIBRARY
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Being located at the north end of downtown downtown, but to extend and enhance it. which lose their effectiveness because they the new community center facilities. The

between College Avenue and Main, the heart There can be no replacement for the character are situated in out of the way locations; there buildings, grand in scale compared to many

of the community center becomes a evoked by decades of history, but that history are also prominent sites occupied by ofthose nearby, already form a cohesive bond

termination for the journey through town. can continue and be enriched within the new uninteresting buildings which make no among themselves through materials, size,

Following either the path or the streetthrough community center. contribution to the surrounding area. In ur- and proximity. Theirimportance will be more

the more monumental section — past churches ban design there should be skillful develop- strongly relayed by the delineation of the

and professional buildings, the post office In accepting the history of the place, the ment of architectural energy so that the influ- axes between them. They become major focal

and the bank - gathering a sense of history of presence of former institutions important to ence of fine buildings radiates outward, points, defining the perimeter of the

the place, one then reaches the grand finale, the growth ofthe town must be acknowledged articulating the whole fabric of the city." community center and grounding it with a

a place where activity can flourish. The in- by the new development. In his book Design Within this part of town, magnificent stately sense of security and permanence.

tention of the new space is not to squelch the of Cities, Edmund Bacon points out that "in buildings vacated by the Shenandoah Conser-
Ä

potential for reviving the once lively spirit of most cities, there are buildings of character vatory of Music will be adapted to accomodate
Ä



ennonites are known as the plain people faith calls them to be simple and set apart avoid religious persectution. They view the I
5ä 5. 261I

TTbecausethey believe that ornaments and fmery from the world, in thought, in appearance, land as a gift from God and themselves as A __ g-525_
5. 5A5arecontrary to biblrcal prmciple. They strive and 1n actions. This simple life and resulting merely stewards placed here as caretakers of 2 2 Y 5 22

·I·I Ä TY -5 · 12to
practice hum1l1ty, simplrcity, nonconfor— socral structure tends to isolate them from that grft. The Mennonrtes have become .- A 6 ~· -6f 6 _
_2mity,and modesty which is evident in the secular society. Hence, Mennonite groups excellent farmers, producing impeccable 66 1
-66TThfestle clothrn and work of this rou . cluster to ether, ususall in rural locations, farms with bountiful cro s. The often be- 5 .* ät 5 6

A E {$3* ” Y _- $52*2 ' as".-.··2I ;g_ $6_1 1 .. Q A. Aand form very unrfied and self-sustamrng come prosperous, which establrshes the dr- -· 2
2 Ts

1 5. -¤ .6 W. 5*The Mennomte lifestyle IS based on a sense of communrtres. chotomy of wealth and status versus humilrty II

5familyand communrty being the fundamental and simplicity. Those who are not farmers A 6
ag pg I

Q,bindingelements. The congregatron of Being mostly rural mhabrtants, many are tend to be craftsmen of some sort. Most

2-familiestends not only to be a religious farmers who posess and unquenchable love believe that an eighth grade education

isfellowshipbut one of social, political, and for the land. They feel very close to the soil, sufficient preparation for the adult world
andeconomicunity as well. (Redekop, p 77) Their which previous generations have fled over to this somewhat limits their opportunities

for
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·' Ä 62 I QT -2 other Careers. But the believe that work is alwa S Irrlmaculate. Ever thin made b their6 I
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kwMennonitesmake almost everything they need trouble. There is little need for outside ering with members of the same meeting town, and to once again provide a focus and
to maintain their lifestyle. A community business contact so this house, many congregations could come to- redefine apurpose for the town. Acenter for
atmosphere brings these people together to helps protect them from the crafty dealings of gether for larger events, promoting a greater such a distinctive group would provide the
help and support each other. Men work to- the secular business world. Honesty, integrity, scale of unity. The skills of those within the town with character, enough to assure its
gether on farms to mend equipment, build and hard work are foremost in all their deal- group would make it possible to design a sustainability against the ever—expandingtown
barns, work fields, and make tools. Women ings. community center to be built by the people of Harrrsonburg.
maintain households while raising and who would use it; to make a center that is
teaching children, doing service within the Relative to the project, this sense of truly their own. The resulting complex would
community, or operating businesses featur- community calls foraplace where large groups also contain a public space available to all
ing a certain craft or handiwork. They take can come together for meetings, classes, so- townspeople and visitors, a market to bring
care of their own members in time of need or cial events, or trading. Instead of only gath— some much needed commerce back to the



1 2 3 4
LUMINAIRES CYPRESS TREES OUTDOOR MARKET / BUGGY PARKING UNITS

SEATING UNITS

The lamps found throughout the town Horizontal IOWS of Cypress trees help The perforated aluminum inserts to these These units protect waiting horse and
help develop continuity and set up a define the path leading to the COII1In\1· awning covered units can be converted buggy teams from the weather while
rhythm along secondary streets leading nity center as gwell as Continue the struc— from counter height display tables to providing water for drinking and custo-
to the community center. tllre of the major Streets running north bench seating for games and civic events, dial needs. Within the parking area, the

to south. floor slopes to assist with maintenance
and differentiates areas for human use.
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AXIS AND FOCAL POINT
24 The core buildings that form the community center being an amorphous space, spilling out through the down at specific points by a distinct and deünable

were riever intended to relate to each other in this cracks between the smaller structures that deüne its verticalmasses. The tensioncreatedalongthese lines
mannerwhenoonceivedasamusicschool. Therefore, edge. But these core buildings can no longer stand orders the space and confnrms the scale fortheviewer
a new ordering principle must be employed to draw alone as separate entities. They must redevelop their at any given point along each path.
them together and form a distinctive link between role as a group, attracting each other and forrning
eachand thecenteras awhole. Some havedeveloped strong physical and visual relationships across the As is evident in the town's existing condition, it is not
a new orientation to tl1e surrounding public space space. Aline offorce becomes the cohesive element enough to have a collectionofwell designed objects,
while others have taken on a double facade. Each between them. but the manner in which they are collected must be
must reach out and address the public forum in a new thoughtfully designed as well. Only then can the
way. „ As a result, several axes cut through the community whole space be greater than the sum of its parts.

U

center. Each is terrninated by akey element - in short,
Since the buildings, for the mostpart, are found along ’ thepunctuation at the endofa line. At the endofeach ‘ ‘

the perimeters of the open market space, they frame ofthese lines, movement is reduced to a single point,
thearea and contain it as aseparate entity. Theirscale which in tum emphasizes the monumentality of that
islarge enough to anchor the market and keep it from moment. Now the sprawling open area is pinned
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1 1Z in Ä -1 1 Qt 1; Theoutdmrmmketrscradledrrranopenrngalong The structures wrthm the market space are simple-1P ‘Y P. AY at $121,..’-°‘
t. . A Y1 Ä Z Mam street between the exrstrnghrstorrcdrstrrct and umts thatcanbe made by the metal craftsmen wrthm1 P..1 1 1 P YA 1 1 A1 1 2E?=‘P11:2-: 112:1 P AA E 1f the naw btlggY Parltlhg umts- Tha tlehsltY bt the the Mehhbhlte ebmmllhltY· Tha dlsPlaY tablesP11.1 PE;. 1.;.:ä 1_1 -1 Streetrsbroken by the concave nature of this public are of simple perforated bent alumrnum sheet-A A A

1I1 plaza and tha apan Spaaa anaatad thana invitaa ing and ana bald in plaaa by a nnatar nadY AAAA 11 ::P:11 AAAAFFÄÄÜÄYÄA’A’ interaction and ex loration, beckonin estrians extendin from each end of the table into the~‘ P 111: :P 1: 1- P...P .21: ta fdlldw the street br the Wlhtllhg Path tb Partalte bt steel awrllhg sllPPert Oh ana and arltl the dl'__Y1 ÄQEP1PP *1 1 P P 1 1 .Y-?:1’‘‘ IP P P1; 1 1 1 rtsoffermgs. Passmgbeyond the contmuous facade vrdrng armrest on the other. A spring loadedY: Y: E f’’tY.. 1 P P P P P P._ Z__ 1 __ of the traditional street, with 1ts dense forms frttrng latch holds the tables rn place but when1 E A ..@11* 1Yi PP-PPPA S alosa tothe $1tleWall<S,Ohe1SalrhOSt pnshad mt0th1S Stllteezetl, allaws them ta told ÖOWH alang aQ -PP—.PPPPAY:1:P. P; ·PPP;sri:1P5 eXPehSe» braad hY eerhperteerhwhere there in rnaa- eerrtthttehe hinga ta a Saating PeSiti<>¤·e.E 1 domtomove aboutandexplore. Elementsare loose;
°%=5=é1Z=i’= 1 1- 1 11 A* §iFfA*P§1P?;ä;iE*11*‘APA AAAAAI1? 1.AP111.

A AA @.1 in Pre>¤r¤rtY end the epenneaa atlewa faraehanga Tha metal anaftara aan alaa rnaka tha hghtrngA Y AAAAAYAF in floorlevelandmaterial. Elementsareonthe same fixtures that are a modification of those found1PFAAAY10U T D M A R K E TTP P PP1PPP :1 P :2.....1 1-:11· P
1a1· AA Z.Z scale as that of the street, one comfortable to the throughout the town. They wrll be mounted rn

AA AAAAAAAAA1 1 person on foot, while remaining accessible to those an uplight position to reflect off the undersideP
_; traveling by car or buggy. of the awning and provide diffused illumina-P·~=PPPZ1 A __ tion. The awnings themselves can also be

The pubhc space where the market rs located rs a made by a group of local Mennonrte women.
1 nice termination to the pedestrian path and a re-

. PP . 1 P freshing change to the enclosure by the street. The Additional demountable awnings will be pro-
1PPP. A1

activity of this multi—use space draws people and vided to cover the stepped seating in the li-
APFA-A_FYAAAAAAA AAAAAYAAAA clusters them at the heart of the community center. brary vicinity. The poles fit into a metal

.P 1.*
A1;AA The plaza then becomes a gathering place for the sleeve formed into the concrete of the steps

1 Sßlllilg of produce m warmer months, for commu- and can be removed rn sections as needed.
YA A I YA PPPP2PZ._Z

AAAAPPAYAYAY F
A A

nityathleticevents,orforoutdoorconcertsorpublic 1gQ
F :

ZA -1 1PPPPPPP P 1. AAv°“te- Whüahaingpartetthe
Mennenite Cer¤rh“·1. j__P-1 1 AY -. . 2 P..1P=P24 P.PPF hlty Ceriteh itPr°vl‘iesaPlaee terbetllMannnnrtaa1PPÄ=- ......... 11;. P- -· ‘ ATTTA 1 A’°A "· 1

.1.1 P _· d th - · b · · lif rfP:21111.1 PP ·_ P an o er town crtrzens to congregate, rmgmg e 1if YA A'111·11.Z_iAA:

aaa activity back te tiic ‘i°vviit°vv“aicaPPP1‘‘
PPP·P hl
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