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Overview 

• Definitions 

• Reasons for including them 

• Sources 

• Metadata 

• Libraries in an OA environment 



Open Access 

“…digital, online, free of charge, and free of most copyright and 
licensing restrictions”       -Peter Suber 

 

E-Book 

•  Login/registration requirements? 
•  Downloadable  
•  Formats/audio 
•  Peer review 
 



WHY BOTHER WITH OA eBOOKS? 

• Budgetary constraints 

• Physical space  

• New initiatives 

• Taxpayer funded research 

• OA eBooks find their way into expensive packages 
and approval plans 

• Gov Docs 

• Alignment with library OA advocacy 

• Textbooks 

 



DISCOVERING OA eBooks 

• Many online indexes  

• None comprehensive 

• Some don’t provide publisher lists 

• Some offer metadata or records 

• Some indexed in discovery services 

 



OA eBook RESOURCES 

 1217 OA eBooks as of October 2012 
 33 publishers 
 International scope 
 Downloadable pdfs 
 Coverage years: 
 2005 – 2012 

 
 http://www.doabooks.org/ 



OA eBook RESOURCES 

• Over 1 million ebooks in a variety of formats 

• Indexes large and small collections, e.g.: 

– HathiTrust, Google Books, Project Gutenberg 

– Archive.org 

– Econlib.org 

– Rand.org 

– University presses 

– Wide variety of formats 

– Check out their list of archives and indexes 

 

 



OA eBook RESOURCES 

• Union catalog of digital resources 

• 25 million records 

• More than 1100 contributors 

• OAI-PMH 

• Customizable harvesting 

• Digital object linking 

• API scripting and customizable lists 

  http://oaister.worldcat.org/  
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OA eBook RESOURCES 

• Resources in the millions 

• Easily narrow search by 

– Text 

– Open access 

– Public domain 

• Downloadable pdfs 

 
 http://www.europeana.eu/portal/ 

 

 





http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki  

http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki�


OA eBooks Impact 

• Provide additional type of coverage when print exists 

• Replace print with digital copy 

– Move print to storage 

– Discard Print 

– Modify approval plan 

– Incorporate OA ebooks search into bibliographers’ 
selection workflow 

 





DISCOVERY CHALLENGES 

 

• Insufficient time/personnel available 

• Texts offered in a variety of formats 

• Discovering all that is available 

• Describing and linking  



Metadata workflows 

• Discovery layers 
 WorldCat Local/WMS, Summon, Primo, EDS 
• Batch MARC records 
 Publisher, OCLC batch retrieval, 
 collaboration, consortia 
• OAI-PMH 

 Basic DC required, richer schemes optional 
• Spreadsheets/CSV 
• APIs 
• Z39.50 







Open access textbooks 

• Service to students 

• Tag with department/course number in 
catalog 

• Faculty awareness 
– Use in course 

– Develop their own (+ print on demand) 

 

http://digital-textbooks.blogspot.com  
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OA publishing by libraries 

• Scholarly books (Michigan) 
• Textbooks (Temple, UMass Amherst) 
• Print on demand income 
• Increase awareness of open access 
• Support for the humanities 



Downsides? 

•  OA books revert to paid access 
•  URL stability 
•  Out of copyright vs. currently issued 
•  Lack of library-publisher relationship 
•  Time-consuming for bibliographers 
•  Faster disintermediation of libraries 



The impact of OA on libraries 

Three recent surveys (SAGE, InTech, Swets) 
 
Findings: 
 
• Generally not concerned about impact on libraries 
• Continued shift from collections to services 
• Importance of discoverability 
• Managing metadata in semantic web context 
• Communication about OA with researchers 



Implications 
•  Less need for collection development/cataloging/etc. 
 New roles with refocusing of library services 
•  Funding shifts/loss  
•  Scale means  

•  Network-level metadata 
•  More automation  
•  More dependence on publisher metadata 
•  Integration of library metadata and SEO 

•  Improve metadata at the network level? 
•  More metadata needed 

 identification, licensing, downloadable, textbook level 
•  PDF and licensing 



Future Research 
•  Current licensing practices for OA e-books 

-  and relationship to print on demand 
•  Do e-books drive print usage in libraries? 

-  or trigger print purchases? 
•  Metadata comparisons 
•  Will OA drive open metadata? 

- and in turn drive linked data 
 

NISO E-Book Special Interest Group 
http://www.niso.org/topics/ebooksig/  
 
OAPEN UK 

http://www.niso.org/topics/ebooksig/�


Questions? 
 
 

Philip Young 
pyoung1@vt.edu 

 
Connie Stovall 

cjstova@vt.edu  
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