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Changes in Agricultural Situatiom,

iith lower prices for farm products, lessened reserves because of
the short crops of 1953 and 195k, and the necessity for extensive re-
seeding to replace grass and forage stands destroyed by the past year's
drought, Prince William County farmers have gone through 1955 under a
rather tight squeese. It was necessary to try %o make every dollar
spent on the farming operations go as far as possible, Fertiliser
prices were high in comparison with the anticipated prices for pro-
ducts, seed costs were excessive and less new farm machinery and equipe

ment could be purchased., Because of the high wages demanded and ine

creased competition from industry and other fields for labor, less help

was hired, mmber who were attracted to farming during the period of
higher farm income have returned to their old line of employment, A
favorable growing season, wider use of owned and custom operated labor-
saving machinery, and wider adoption of grassland famming practices
wave helyed to relieve the situation and lessen the squeese,

n {acrease in permanent (not cropland or woodland) pasture from
12,029 acres in 1950 to 24,164 in 195k was reported by the last famm
census, Additional permanent veretative cover was established in

1955, Wbile there was a sharp decrease in the acreage of corm and

ode




betwoenecensus period, cattle mumbers increased
from 15,436 to 13,400, and sheep and lambe from 1,187 to 1,503, Poultry
mmbers remained about the same, Fewer hogs were reported in 1954 but
t!dis was due largely to curtailed garbage feeding operations, resulting
from tighter feeding regulations and other restrictions, rather than on
the smaller feed grain production, There were 116 whole milk shippers
in 1950 and 131 in 199L, ‘hole milk sold increased from 27,679,205
pounds te 28,206,107 pounds., Because of the unfavorable growing seae

sons of the previous year and in 1954, expenditures for feed increased
»

from J675,700,00 to "725,167,00 but the outlay for hired laber dropped

from $471,220,00 to $342,353.00,

An analysis of the above and other census figures, and of the pre-
vailing conditions for both years, would lead to the conclusion that
the shifting towerd grassland farming practices has made it possible to
produce more meat and wmdlk with less grain and a smaller outlay for
labor,

Development of County Extensiom Program
for 1

Local problems were discussed and general county agronomy plans
were made for 1955 at 2 well-attended meeting of representative farme
ers at the County Agent's office on Tuesday, Jamary 1ll. It wvas de-
cided to have an over-all county agronony comditise for the year, rathe
er than separate committees for pasture, comm, etc, A county agronomy
comuittes, made up of from five to seven members from sach district, was

elected from the floor at this time, later meetings of the committes




were held to check on progress and make more dotailed plans,

Vegetable and small fruits committeemen were named -nd a county

home food production program planned at a county school for gardeners

and small frult growers at Manascas on Jamuary 21,

Generel dairy plans for 1955 were made at a meeting of the directe
ors of the two Dairy lierd Improvement Associations, who serve as “he
county dairy committee, in December. Three other meetings of this com-
mittee were held during the year, county livestock committee of foar
men has helped in setting up and carrying out genergl livestock improve-
ment and markoting plans, A county chalrmen with three additional men,
elected by thc members of the Maryland and Virginia Milk Producers’
Assoclation, which is responsible for marketing practically all of the
milk produced in the county, together with the regularly elected Rsso-
clation Director, made up an able marketing comudittee to represent the
interests of local producers.

Four adult men leaders, with a few older club members, have helped
in setting up lell clud plans and in carrying out the clud progrem dure
ing the year,

Twenty-eight Veterans' Farm Club members make wup the county agri-
cultural fair committee, which is not only responsible for holding the
anmual falr, but cooperates with different extension activities,

Three furitan, two Kiwanis, and one Iions club have adopted and
carried out various agricultural projects, including encouraging better
farm and business relationships, sending of li«H members to short courses

and the sponsoring of a Ll beef cattle project,

e)e




Objectives Set Up and Activities Carried Out by leaders,
Camrdtlieemen and Famers, include the followingt

Pasture and Torage Improvenent

lold regular tings of agronomy committee to check on pasture
and forage Lmprovement program and to meke further detailed
plans for the year,

Place special emphasis on the 12-months' feed program.

Offer all farmers an epportunity to participate in the county pas-
ture program,

Conduct county tour of work at the Middleburg Pasture Research Sta-
tion and get out attendance for other meetings, Hold seeding and
fertilizing demonstrations and district and county tours,

Work up material for a special newspaper supplemsut and furnish
local weekly with current stories and news pertaining to the
programe

Conduct district and county pasture improvement conteste. Avard
teophies to county wimners,

Invite representatives of comty civic eclubs, farm bureau, county
chamber of commerce and far: supply agencies to serve as asso-
clate members of the county comulttee.

Hold county agronamy school wich special emphosis on the 12-months'
feed programe

rrange for 12«months' feed program booth at county fair,

Vork closely with farmers signing wp for permanent vegetative prace
tices in the ASC program, Encourage farmers to sign up for these

practices,

Three meetings of the cormittee were held following the general
planning meeting to make more detailed plans for meetings and other ac-
tivities, Committee members were contacted frequently by the age®t,
and the new county chairman, who capably toock over where the retiring

chairman, who had served for the past five years, had left off,




Added interest was worked uwp in the 12.months' feed plan by Dr. 1, E.
Haserts discussion at the county agronomy school in early February., All
available literature was distr-ibuted to all farmers and many had an opportu~
nity tc obtain more information on its advantages by attending the winter
pasture schools, and joining in on the county tour to the Middlsburg Re-
search Station in the early sumer. A 12«-months' feed plan exhibit, pre-
pared with the help of John F, Shoulders, Extension Pasture Specialist, ate
tracted a great deal of attention at the county falr from Augu = 15 %o 20,
Work on this project has been purely informational but it is b _od that
one or more farmere have, or will have, their operations sufficiently une
der way to serve as a local demonstration in 1956, Under normal condi-
tions in Prince William County, more than hulf of the growth from grass
and logume mixtures is produced during the firet thixd of the growing
season, Under the 1L2-months' plan, seedings are plammed to more evenly

Hstribute the growth throughout the seasomy swrpl. v early growth is hare

vested and stored far later use, and the aftermath growth is used for hay,

silage or grasing as needed, It is realized that pasturage is cheaper
than any other source of feed, but that pastures alome do not fumish a

year-around dependable feed supply.

Thirty-two (32) farmers joined in on a county tour to the Middleburg
Pasture Research Station on May 4. Early sumer comparisons of the dife
ferent pasture mixtures were made and, in additiom, resulte from the mix-
tures over the past few years were presented, At this time, those on
the tour were able % see the L2-months' feed plan seeding layout devele

opod at the statiom at first hand, Delegations of dairymen and general




livestock farmers attended the pasture schools at Middleburg on

‘ebruary 16 and 17.

Material was prepared and assembled for the FAfth Ammmal Pasture

issue of the loecal weekly newspaper in May. Local, as well as articles
prepared by members of the V., P, I, staff, were used, along with 1l-
lustrations of local interest, Informational articles by V.P.I, and
other agronomists, as well as local stories, appeared in the local
newspaper frequently during the year,

Representatives to serve as associate members of the county pasture
comzittee were named by the writan clubs of Nekesville, Menassas, and
Gainesville, the Manassas Liwanis Club, the County Chamber of Ccommerce,
the County Parm 'wreau, and two of the leading farm supply agencies,
All of the feed and fertiliser dealers cooperated by attending meetings,
stocking up on approved seeds and fertilisers, amd passing on the come
mittee recomendations to their customers, Idterature pertaining te
pasture seeding, fertilizing and management was placed with the dealers
for their information and for distribution, All cooperated by stocking
only certified ladino clover and domestic orchard grass seed; keeping
swoet Sudan grass seed on hand; and in handling approved alfalfa seed
varieties. Nineteen men, evenly distributed through the county, made
up the regular comittee with the agent, local soil conservationist,
the county A.5.C, affice manager, and the twe agricultural instructors
in the county, acting in an advisory capacity, The regular comuttee-
men, elected from the floor at the Jamary plaming meeting, were for
the most part active in carrying out their responsibilities during the

year,




Participation in the pastur program was larger than in 195,

when 158 cooperators were emrolled in the county pasture club, There

was no formal pasture erxollment in 1955 but it is estimated that, at

least, 275 farmers esta lished new or removated old stands and carried
through better seeding, fertilizing and management practices. The com-
mitteemen, through personal contacts, called attention to ASC A<2 and
Bel practices and the benefits available from carrying out these pere
marent vegetative cover practices by establishing new or renovating
ol stands; using lime ‘n such amounts as a need was shown for by test;
applylng, at lecst 300 pounds of fertiliser of approved analysis; make
ing proper preparagion for seeding and using an approved grass-legume
mixture when seeding or resceding, Circular letters were mailed all
farmers during the indtial signewp period for the 1955 ASC program,
and cgain during the late swwer, calling attention to the opportun-
ity to receive financial assistance with these prantices, Soil sample
boxes and fleld rocord sheets were enclosed fus use in submitting soil
samples with applications for these benefits. As a result, 227
farmers made application and were approved for the A<2 ard B.l prace
tices under the 1955 program, Approval was given by the county com-
mittee for a total of approximately 2,500 acres, Some of the applie
cants did not complete the practices but many established, or renovated,
considerably larger acreages than those for wiich their applications
were approved,

Inforae tional pasture literature supplied to all farmers of the

county during 1955 includeds
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he lLook into possibility of having another Land Appreciation School.

Se Hold further meetings for coordinating the different agronomy proe
Jects to help farmers produce necessary feed to take care of their
needs lor the

entire year.

1]l farmers were mailed soil sample bexes and the fleld record sheets
giving clear directions for taking samples, When wdting farmers en-
couras’ 1 to talke advantage of the cost-sharing benefits for certain
practices - particularily far pasture establishmont and the improvement
of old pastures - sample boxes and field record sheets were enclosed for
submi tting samples as was required under the ASC program, Iiming and
fertilizing recomendations were made, after receiving results of tests
on approximately 300 soll samples forwarded to the Extension Agronomy
Office. It is felt that farmers obtained their tests carlier because

of being reminded of the need in advance, and by their having their seil

sample boxes and field record sheets on Land,

Cooperation has been given with the work of the Sell Conservation
District by participating in the Supervisomd' Conferences and other
district meetings, by encouraging farmers to apply to the local conser-
vationist for farm mapping and conservatiom plans and, particularly, in
reconmending that farm ponds be placed where thay would be of the most
help in making better use of pastures, The corstruction of new ponds
had a place in the pasture program, along with pasture seeding, fertile
isation, and management, About sixty ponds were built in 1955, ranging
in sise from a quarter of an acre to ten acres, and thore are now more

than 300 ponds used for watering livestock in the county,.
Reports of Dxperiment Station varietal results applying to the

«Pse




county and 1955 fertiliser recommendations were mailed to all farmers

of the county,

While it would have been very desirabls and would probably have
been well attended, the opportmity for having another Land Appreciation

School was not taken advantage of in 1955,

All phases of agronomy were discussed at a County Agronemy School,
attended by approcimately 150 farmers, at Manassas on February 18, The
program included discussions of "Establishing New Pastures and Renovat-
ing 0ld Pastures” by Johm F, Shoulders, V, P, I, Pasture Specialist,
and"A 12<Months' Feed Program” by r, Roy E. Hlaser, In Charge of Pasture
and Forage Research, Virpinia Agricultural Speriment Station. Recog-
nition was given the 195 Prince William County Corn King and 100-Bushel
Corn Club members by Wn, 7, Hale, Chairman of the County Agronomy Com-
mittes., Mr. G, H, Clark, District Extersion Agent, presented the county
pwboe murd, "More Bushels Per Acre Corn Production Methods" were

recon.2d and "1965 Crop Variety Recommendations® were made by We W,

Lewis, V. P, I, Extension Agronomist., "Reconmended Fertilizer Analyses,

Placemsnt and Time of Application” was discussed by Or, H, L, Junten,
jead, Vi Py I, Agronomy Departmert,

The Agronony School at Culpeper on December 3 was attended by five
professional agricultural workers from the county, including the agent,

assistant agent, soil conservationist, and the two conservation aides.




Another Extension Agrenemy Scheel at Culpeper on November 18, 1955,
was attended by the agent and assistant agmt,
A county agronomy program for 1956, el through 1960, was adopted at
a meoting of & &7 Agronomy Comrittee ot Manassas on November 16,
1956, A build up of the present alfalfa acreage of 1,500 to 2,200 acres
in 1956, and to 5,000 acres by 1960, was set up as an objective. It was
plarmed at the same time to try to increase the present average yvield of
*,0 tons per acre 0 2,5 tons in 1956, amd to L0 tons by 1960, Other
objectives were to continue with the present moture program and with the
comn project but not to work for any increase in the comm acreage,. Foure
teen of the 20 cous a-ronomy oo tteemen were present and participeted
in the plaw r. . ¥, Lowis, Uxtension Agronomist, was present,
1 farmers, through a cireular letter, has been
m allowence for establishing addie
joll sample baxes, with
samples, along with approe
were also included, TReporte
"ice manager indic that the increased acreage

objective ma ; farmers signing up for the A<} practice alome by

the end of the lal signeup December 9, 1955




Flans made by the cormittee in an effort % bring about greater
prodi.ction per cow arnd more eflicient production inecluded:

1. jork for increased membership in the local Dairy Herd Inprovement
Association groups,

2, lHave conmitteemen and extension workers give closer supervision
to the wvork anxl records of Doiry Herd Inprovemest Lsseciation
jpervisors.

Stress the importance for Dairy llerd Improvement Association mem-
bers to check more closely on and make better use of their
records by culling lower mrodicers and feeding accardirg to
prodiction,

Bring about still ider use of the artifiecial insemination sere
viee avallable,

fold anmual Dairy School and special informational meetings from
time %o time during the year,

Continue cooperation with the disease control program,
Cooperate Ath marketing and distrituting agencies,
Bring about larger participetion in dairy shows and irs,

Place more emphasis on L dairy woject work,

The DHIA work in group 2 was carried through without interruption
but the resignation of the supervisor in group 1, on the expiration of
his contract on October 1, has made it recessary to arrange for substie
tube testors to fill in until such time as a regular man for that growp

can be employed. Although substitute testors can usually be cbtained

after considerable effort, a vacancy of this kind never works out to

the best interests of the work, Although enly one additional member
was enrolied during the year, three applicants for the service are now

on the waiting list to be taken on when a nev regular supervisor can

o3




be arranged for. Only thirtye-six (36) of the 131 whole milk shippers
have thelir herds on test and there is a wide fleld for extending the
service, In the past there has always been a buildeup in membership
when a pood supervisor stayed on the job for as long as two or three
years and then 1t has dropped with the use of temporary or unsatisface
tory regilar supervisors. The solution to warking wp to a third test-
ing group, in addition %o the two now in operaticn, will rest on being
able to obtain and hold longer-tenure satisfactory supervisars in the
future,

The herd records have been checked by beth the agents and commlttee-
men on seversl of ths famms and cthors have brought in their books to
two meetings during the year, With only three or fowr exceptions, the
supervisors report that the rewmids are having good use made of them
on the faxmws, Coplss of the monthly herd suswmries and bexn sheots are
chedced and kept on file at the agent's office, Menthly reports of the
high herds and top producing herds are published in the local newspaper,
It is evident that these reports are fellowed and read by the mmber of
inquiries that come in vlen LUsey do not appear in the paper on time,

mphasis has been placed on higher per-cow production rather tian
on incresasing cow mmbers. Reports on s DITA averages and of the
yields of non-mewber Lexrds for 1955 are not avallable, but an increase

of approimately cne nillion pounds of milk over 1949 (freu approximate-

1y the swwe maber of cows) is choun Uy the last census on farms shipe

ping whole milk % muket,
The sarvices of tle Anerican Ireoders' Service and Curtis Candy

Farme are avallable in the county and three breeding technicians are

.




employed, The mmber of cows artificially bred was bullt wp to approxe-
imately 3,000 during the year. Copies of the records of the service
bulls have been obtained and farwarded to dairymen snd representatives
of the two breeding services have been invited and given an opportun-
ity to participate in all dairy meetings held in the county, A fomal
artificial breeding association has never been set up in the county
due to the fget that the dairy committee and other leading dairymen,
after sonsidering possible advantages and disadvantages of such an ore
anization and checking on the organizatioms in adjoining ecunties,
have felt that the present competitive plan is working out very satis-
factorily,

Full cooperation has been given to the Maryland and Virginia Mk
Producers' Association which is responsible for marketing practically
all the fluid milk sold in the county, There is a marketing comuittes,
made up of a charman, vice-chairman, secretary, and three additional
members who are largely responsible for the calling of membership meet-

ings, checking on membership sentiment on the adding of new marketing

facilities, arranging for adjustments and settlessnt of complaints, are

ranging for fleliments services, ete. Two membership meetings were held
to discuss the desirability of %e recently acquired surplus byeproduct
plant at laurel, ai., asprocimately 50 shippers attended the ammal bane
quet and meeting held in Washington, D,C, on February 7. The anmual
meeting and banquet of the local members was held at the Nokesville
Pire Hall on October 21, The agents worked with the fieldmen in plane
ning the barn locations and equipment for two new shippers during the

year,




Seventy-five dairymen and LeH dairy club members, representing all

dairy breeds in the county, attended a Twiligh$ Dairy Meeting at the

farm of Lo R, Coune at Nokesville on May 25, Showing and fitting, de~

woming and judging demonstrations by Wm, N, Pattersen, Associate BEx.
tension Dairyman, and Thos. D. Dently, ieldman, Holstein-Friesian Club
of America, made up the programe A judging contest wus also held in
comnection with the twilight meeting,

Upon invitation of the officers of the Virgiuia Jersey Cattde Club,
a demonstration was given by the county lLeH dalry cattle judging temm
showing correlation between dairy type snd production at the State Summer
Field Dgy at the farm of W, M, Johnson at Manassas on July 15, Mr,
Patterson acted as moderator, A judging contest was held under the sue-
pervision of Prof, Paul M, Reaves of the V, P, I, Dairy Departoent and
Willian Armstrong of tie Virginia Artlificial Nreeding Service, Speakers
incinded Tom Wiley, Biitor of tie Jersey Jourmal, Prof. Reaves and C, L,
Hall, Jr., Jersey Cattle Club Mieldman,

Due to D, C. health requirements, edusational efforts, the ac-
tive cooperation of the three county veterinarians, Prince Willism is
probably cne of the leading counties in the dairy cattle Prucellosis
control program. lowever, more participation by beef cattls breeders is
noeded to protect the dairy cattle on nearby farms,

The dairy commttee foels that li«il dairy mrojects have done more to-
wards bringing about dairy improvement than is generally realised, ami
has been instrumental in influencing local purebred cattle breeders to
donate or make purebred animels availabls to club mwmbers at reasonabls

prices, Leil dairy activities and results are listed in the Leil section

T




of this report,
The county dairy committee has been made up of the officers and

of the JA groups in the past, While this committee are

directors
rangement has been satisfactory, it is planned to include dairymen

who are not DHIA members in 1956 when making up the comrdttee,

LIVES TOCK IMPROVEMENT

The following general livestock Lmprovement plans were made for

19554
lold County Livestock School and special informational meet-
ings.
Continue to arrange “or consignments to feeder calf sales,

Keep all farmers advised of the better purebred livestock

sales in the area,

Jontime to work closely with purebred swine breeding pro-
jects, particularly with those of lLell club members,

Work toward the development and improvement of more purebred
and commercial beu cow herds in the county.

Continue assistance with livestock disease control programs,

Work for larger participation in shows and fairs, Oive pube
licity to and work for larger mmber of entries in the swine
carcass contest at the County Falr,

Some of the activities and achdevements for the year are:
One hundred and seven (107) farmers attended an all<day County livee

stock School at Pitts' Theatre in Manassas on March 9, The program ine

cluded dis-useions of "Problems of Livesteck Producers and Possible So-

lutions” by C, C, Mast, Oxtension Animal fusbandmans "Economic Reasons

v
Numbers in Prince William County" by George A,

For an Increase in Sheep




Allen, Bxtension Sheep Specialist; "The Beef Cattle Marketing Outlook"

by K. C, Williamson, ixtension livestock Marketing Speecialist, and an

1llustrated lecture on "Practical Farm Buildings, Equipment and Fences"
By tension Agricultural Engineer,

Although mach publicity was given to the feeder call sales, cone
sigments were made by only one farmer, Reasons given wore the dise
tance to the nearest sale at vhich the calwves would be accepted, the
local demand for feeders and more rigid health requirements for calves
consigned tn the 1955 fall sales,

Madlling lists of prospective buyers were sent to sales managers and
secretaries of most of the purebred livestock sales held in the general
area, At the Gilnockie Angus "Sale of the Poers" at Haywood on March 8,
a new breeder, who brought Pome seventeen desirable heifers, was the
largest purchaser ot the sale, At least eleven local farmers purchased
purebred foundation Anus, !‘ereford, Shorthern, and Santa GCertrudis
breeding cows and heifers at sales or by private treaty from outestand.
ing breedera, Fowr of the leading Angus hexds of the state have been
developed in the county, The highest averages for sales in the state
have been developed in the county. The highest averages for sales in
the state, and probably in the cast, were received at two Angus sales

in the county in 1955, One new farmer purchased and brought in a small

purebred Hereford herd from Pemnsylvania that, with good management,

can be developed into a good herd, The mwellent heyds of two de-
ceased lereford breeders, taken over by heirs, will soon be disposed
of, For the most part, these better purebred beef herds have been

built up withor. .preciable help from extension workers. On the




other hand these breeders, through the agents, are helping neighboring
farmers to build up their commercial herds with good bulls (usually
without registration certificates) and heifers that will do them good

at nearly down to market beef prices. Ome breeder placed forty some

excellent purebred heifers and cows, without registration certificates,

bred to top bulls to calve in February and Mareh, atyor at less, than
mariet beef prices,

It has been the feeling of the agent and the livestock comd ttee
that beef catt ‘armere, vith farms large enough for hexds to justify
the periodie buying and keeping of a reasonably good tmll, will be bet-
ter off by keeping a cow herd than by depending on buying and gresing,
or feeding steers or heifers, The practical observation has been that
these farmers who buy and reesell usually find it necessary to restock
on contract while the cow hexrd men have thelr cattle coming along for
sale without financial assistance, For the smaller farms, the buying
of feeders or stockers has been recommended unless the service of a
wod beef bull from & nearby farm is avallable, Use of artificial ine
semination, tlwough the breeding assoglations, has not proven to be
practical,

The Sears' Revolving Hampshire Lel' Pig Project has accomplished
much toward improving the guality of hogs raised in the county over the
past several years and perticularly during 1955, Just about every de-
sireble sow weanling pig, as well as many of the boars, from te 1955
project litters as well as those {rom the Llittars of members holding
on from previous years, found a ready market at about doubls the cur-

rent price for weanling pigs. Choice gilts are passed on each year




by each of the five chain club members and a now boar is bought each
year for the group by the Sears' Foundation, Lel club members real-
igsed more than $300,00 in prises from their swine entries at the Prince
Willian County and nearby fairs in 1955, Five Yorkshire and two
Berkshire li=H members have been about equally as successful in markete
ing their litters during the past year, Exoept for one Tamworth, one
Hampshire, and one Yorkshire breeder, adult furmers have not gome in
for the marketinz of purebred breeding stock,

Over 200 hogs were entered in the 1955 Prince William County Falr
for the classes as listed:

Tuesday, August 16, 10300 AM,, Judging of Market Hogs.

jodnesday, August 17, 6100 PJi., Judging of Swine by Breeds,

L=l and adult,
Wednesday, August 17, 10300 A, Judging of Hog Carcasses.
Thursday, August 18, 6:00 PJM,, Judging of Lell Swine Showing
and Titting Classes.
Friday, August 19, 7100 PM,, Parade of Wimners (including
Swine), featuring the Livestock Champions of the Fair,

The hog carcass contest, as in 1954, was feature of the fair,

Only the five top barrows, weighing between 150 and 230 pounds, as

placed by the judges in the market class, were eligible for slaughter.

The judge (A, T, Lassiter of SheneValley Packing Co., Ine.) graded

the cercasses and determined the comparative value to be received from
wholesale cuts according to current market prices The cuts of the wine
ning carcasses were oxhibited, with a meat hog exhibit borrowed from
the USDA Office of Ixhibits, in an open frent refrigerated case, on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the fair,

Not through extension influence but because of State and PFederal
regulations, hog feeders are complying with regulations for the cook-

ing of garbage fed to hogs, lLess avallable garbage, because of it not




being practical to cook that which was formerly available to holder-
mmbers at the District of Columbia dump, has resulted in a sharp reduc-
tion in the mmber of hogs fed and sold in the county. Although the
market ocutlook forecasting lower hog prices was forwarded to all hog
feeders, those ot in the business are now marketing heavy hogs at
from $8.,00 to $10,00 per e.wets, losc than thet were bought at from 90
to 120 pound weights,

All garbage feeders have been instructed how to vaccinate their hogs

and help given them in obtaining permite %o give the double (serum and

virus) treatment to their hogs, Other farmers have been given informae-

tion on the use of the single treatment which scems to be taking care
f cholera on other farms,

A small livestock comdttee has been active but it is plamned to
add %o this comdttee and work toward having a stronges genoral live-
stock improvement progran in 1956,

Practically all of the wool sheared in the county in 1955 was sold
through the Fauquier pool at Marshall,

We are behind on calfhood vaccination of beef cattle for Brucellosis
and it is hoped that the new 1956 comdttee will see fit to make this &

major project in 1956,

!ﬁi CLUB WORK
The following objectives were set up by local leaders and the
agents at the beginning of the 195455 club year:
1., Organize five additional commmity clubs.
2. Gnrell 300 members for agricultural projects.

3. Work for a higher percentage of project corpletions,
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lave 4O boys to attend the Jameotowm liell Camp.
Fill quota allowed at State )il Short Course.
Train dairy cattle, beef cattle, and egg Jjudging teams.

neourage the County Honor Club and hell County Council te
accept more responsibility for assisting with clud
prorrane

jold a County Summer Rally, a County Achiovement Program,
and observe National Ll Week,

Work for larger participationm in falrs and shows. Plan

for il Day at County Falr,

The following is a genersl summary of the accomplisiments in liei

Club work:

(a) The mmber of commnity clubs was increased from 1l to 23.

(b) Three hundred and fourteen (31k) boys and six (6) girls were ene
rolled in agricultural projects,
(e) The percentage of project corpletions was 71% giving an inerease
of 90F over the previous year,
The County lieil Camp was held at Jamestown August 8 to 10, along
with Fairfax and Arlington Counties, The camp was originally
scheduled to contimue for the entire week but the approach of
Hurricane Connie made it necessary to break camp on Wednesday,
Thirty-two boys, two adult men leaders, and the Assistant County
Agent attended from the county., The camp program included
nigure study, handicrafts, group recreation, vespers, tribal
competition, swimming, and other sporte.
(e) Seven boys and two adult men leaders attended the State Il

Short Course at Hlacksburg from June 27 to July 2.




The county dairy judging team placed second in the District
Contest and eighth in the State Contests The county egg-

grading team placed fourth in the State Contest,

The L=il Couuly Coranell helped with the il program by assist-
ing in planning for the Achievement Day Progrem, preparing
a float for the Manassas Christmes Parude, holding an
officers' truining meeting, and general help en county-
wide club activities,

National lieil Club Week was observed by having special pages
in the local newspaper.

The County Achievement Day Progrem was held November 1. The
program congisted of a panel discussion by members on
"What We llave Achdeved in 19553" recognition of new lonor
Clib members; NDanforth Awards; and County iwards,

L=il club mevbers took an active part in the county fair,
August 15 to 22, There were a large mumber of Lell entries
in all classes at the fair, A great deal of interest was
showm in the Mtting and showing contests which were held in

the beef, dalry, and swine departmentss A L« Day was held
at the fair Juring which Lell members were admitted free by

wearing Lell emblems that had been mailed to all members of
the past year, Special il contests held during the after-
noon of el Day included a sack race, wiwelbarrow race, and
hogecalling contest.

Two sendor and two junior clubs had exhibits showing their




work for the past year and the County Council and Honor
Club combined to present an exhidit, The exhibit prepared
by the lNokesville Senlor Club on electricity was taken to
the State Tectric Congress and placed in the red ribben
group thore, County lell members also axhibited at the
Fairfax County Fairy Mredericksburg Fairj Northemn Virginia,

hell Dairy Show; and the Atlantie Rural Exposition, Prises,

totaling more than $1,000,00, were won by local l=f members

in the differont events,




Other activities for the year includeds

Jegetables and Small "ruits

A County Vegetable and Small Fruit School was held at Manassas on
Jamuwy 21, with i, O, Aroian, Associate Extension Horticulturist, and
P, He Scott, Assistant ‘xtension Horticulturist, leading the discus-
sions, The approximately thirty (30) men and women who attended were
furnished handbooks dealing with the various phases of vegetable and
fruit production, and asked to serve as leaders in carrying back in-
formation to their commnities and neighborhoods,

Vegetable planting and management mides were supplied to farmers
and others on the malling list, Interest in small fruite in the county
is limited but help wns given by the agents, or through the extension
specialists, to some twenty mem and women requesting recommendations on
selection of varieties, planting, management, ote, Practically no vege-
tables are produced comercially but just about every farmm family, or
rural non~farm family, has a vegetalls garden of some sort and assistance
with different problems, mainly with insect and disease contrel, has been

given to conservatively 200 home gardeners during the year,

Ornamental Trees and Plants

The demand for help with ornamental problems has gradually increas-
od, but too of'ten the agents have not been able to give satisfactory ane
swers to the questions and problems that have come up. However, the
small extension ornamental horticulture and plant pathology and entomoi-

ogy staffs have ably filled in the gaps by identiflying diseases and
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insects, and by recommending control measures from spocimens of affect-
ed plants mailed to them, lNew publications showing insects and disease

symptoms in their natural colors are proving helpful,

Agricultural Ingineering

One hundred and seven (107) farmers heard G, D, Xite, Extension

Agriculturael Engineer, discuss, and illustrate with slides, practical

farm bullding and equipment at a meeting in Manassas on March 9, Inter-
est was stimmlated by his talk in labor saving builldings, equipment,

and general accessory seteups. Help has been given with the construction
of nine trench and bunker silosj with the installation of two pipe line
milkers in conventional dairy barms; with plans for an Iowa type automatie
chopped hay feeder; with plans for three additiomal irrigation systems;
with the selection on one farm of equipment for removing pasture for feed-
ing in bunkeye; with the installation of laying cages for a L,000 hen
flock; and with selecting and obtaining plans for 32 miscellaneous farm
buildings., Fencing ,lans were fumished to approximately 30 farmers.
Ephasis on new ponds to make better use of pastures as a part of the
county pasture program undoubtedly had much to do with bringing aboud

the construction of ponds by farmers during the year,

Smergency

Following a survey of drought conditions in the county and a moet-
ing of the county drought committee on December 2, the county committee
met with the state drought committee on December 3 to present an applie
cation for drought assistance. The application was approved by the
state committee but was later turned down, An appeal was made, after




a follow=up survey, but this was also rejected, Help was given in lo-
cating hay that was brought in mainly from midwestern states,

The alfalfa weevil, as far as is lnown, showed up in the county
for the first time in late April, Much injury to alfalfa was caused
before it was generally discovered and control measures were not got-
ten under way wntil after the coumty Middleburg pasture and forage towr
on May 4, at which time control measures were recommended by members of
the V., P, I, agronomy staff, Kleven new ficld sprayers were immediately
purchased and these, along with several already ouned, were used in
spraying a greater part of the approximately 1,500 acres of alfalfa in

the county,

Boudbsy

Approximately twenty poultry flock owners were given help with
iisease problems, A few years ago several times this mmber of re-
quests for help with sick flocks would have been received but better
sanitary methods, preventitive measures, and the use of better chicks
has apparently reduced the prevelancy of disease., Orowers have become
scquainted with the now and more effective drugs and have been encoure
aged to take sick birds to the reglonal diagnostic laboratory located
in an adjoining county, Lists of approved hatcheries were supplied to
flock owners, Although about two-thirds of the seme 1,200 birds in
the county fair were entered by stringer exhibitors, there was a cred-

itable exhibit by local utility producers.

County Fair
The agents have cooperated with the county fair committee by ob-

taining judges, soliciting exhibits, arranging for educational booths
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elping

dith the general publicid or the falr, The judging of
the various dairy and general livestock clasces was distributed more
evenly through the week in urder that more people would have an oppor-
tunity to observe and learn why the better animals rated their top

placings, The mumber and quality of exhibits was ahead of past years

and 1t is felt that the fair, which is headed by the County Veterans

Farm Club, is having a marked influence in bringing about the better-
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