
                         PUBLIC DOMAIN AND FAIR USE STATEMENT 

 

According to the Copyright Act of 1976, works registered for copyright or published with a 
copyright notice were protected for a maximum of 75 years of copyright protection, assuming the 
copyrights on the works were renewed. Public Law 105-298 enacted in October 1998 increased the 
maximum to 95 years. Before 1998 the longest amount of time a work could be protected was 75 years, 
so works before 1923 were no longer protected. When the law changed, the 1923 date was ‘frozen” and 
will remain so until 2018. Starting in 2018 the date that works are no longer protected will again change 
yearly, being calculated as the current year minus 95 years.  Therefore, works published before 1923 for 
which a copyright has not been renewed (if it ever existed) are considered to be in the public domain.  

All historical images and maps used in this thesis were published before the year 1890, and according to 
the Library of Congress, have no known restrictions on publication. This means that there is either no 
copyright on record, or the copyright was not renewed for any of the images used in this thesis. There is 
no question that they are in the public domain. Additionally, the images used in this thesis are presented 
for research purposes, non-systematically, without commercial motive, and intended solely for 
educational use by students and faculty of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, a non-profit 
public institution of higher learning. 


