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Brief Deseription of County Organisations,

The County Board of Agriculture is the over=all plamning group
for the County Agricultural Programs. This County Soard is made wp
of two farmers and two farm women from h of the ten communities
of the county, plus representatives 1 organizations and
professional ggricultural workers. This group considers the needs of
the entire county and each year sets up & broad progrem for
presentation to the commmity comnittees in their meetings.

Since all agencies operating in the county are represented
on the County Board it also serves as a means for coordinmating
the efforts of each Agency, nelping to prevent duplication, and
bringing the efforts of all together, when necessary, on a particular
program. However, less stress is being placed on the coordimation
of programs, since this can be handlied very adequately thru the
Professional Woriers Council and USDA Council.

During the year the farmer and homemaker membership of the
County Board of Agriculture was doubled by adding one additional
man and one additional woman from each community. The reason for
this step was to prevent the Board from being top heavy with
professiomal workers as compared to agtual farmer membership.

The USDA Couneil is included in the framework of the larger
professional workers group and this group supplements the County
Bard of Agrieul ture.

Commd ttees are ap-ointed from the Board to work on the more
phases of the county program. Some of the present
functioning comdttees are the Agronomy Commdttee, Youth Commdttee,
Pest Control Committee, and the Tobacco Comdttee.

T,¢ County Dairy Program is handled thru the Meeklenburg
County, Guernsey Breeders Association. This Association meets
a minimun of twice a year and the Officers and Direotors meet more
frequently. It is composed of about 200 Guernsey Breeders. Duss
are charged at the rate of $1.00 per year to bear indidental expenses
and to further 4=il Dairy Work. However, this Association is
represented on the County Board of Agriculture.

The local Dairy Herd Luprovement Association is oumposed of
Seventeen (17) herd owmers in Mecklenburg and adjoining counties.
The Supervisor makes his headquarters in the writer's office and
supylies, reports, and the like are handled from that point,
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® Both the Farm Bureau and the Orange have aotive lecal
organisations. There are three (3) Granges in as many eommunities
with about one hundred (100) members. The Farm Bureau does not
meot on & commmity basis but does have a very active eounty
organisation with a membership of roughly ome thousand (1000) farm
families for 1949, This is by far the largest membership of any
county in Southside Virginia. The President of the State Parm Bureau
Pederation, H. 6. Blalock, is a resident of this county., The agent
has used these organizations at every opport.nity as outlet for
gotting information to farm people regarding the Extension program
and agricultural needs of the coumty.

Type of Agriculture.

Mecklenburg County is located in the southern part of Virginia,
enjoying a fairly long growin: season and an average annmml
precipitation of about 43.5 inches. The soil types wary greatly,
but potentially most of the farms are good, Approximately one-half
of the soils are of granitie origin and about one=half of slate origin.
The most proaperous type of agriculture is found on the granitic soils.

Approximately eighty persent of the farm income is derived from
flue tobacoo and cotton., There are 2,800 tobasco farms producing
approximately 13,200 acres. Cotton production has sharply declined
in the past several years to the point where less than 40P farms
are producing this commodity., Peanuts are growm on a commercial
scale on about one hundred farms.

Other major ocrops from an acreage standpoint are corn and
wheat, though these crops are grown only %o a limited extent for sale.
On three-fourths of the farms in the county they are produced solely
on a subsistance basis. The average acreage of corn is 35,000
acres and the average acreage of wheat is 6,000 aocres.

Since Meoklenburg is predominately a cash erop county, the
devoting of so muoh land %o row orops has resulted in improper land
use and a high degree of ercsion. A great many of the farmers think
solely in terms of these depleting erops and give little attention
to the improvement of pastures and production of hay and feed crops.
The establisiment of approved rotations for gemeral crops is one of the
essential needs on many farms,

Pifty percent of the total ocounty population belong to the
negro race. Only a small proportion of these are farm owners.
Approximately fifty pereent of all far: families in the ocounty
work as temants or shareoroppers.




Projeet Astivities.
(A) Dairy werk
This is undoubtedly the most important phase of our Extension

program, with the possible exception of 4« Club work and a major
sortion of the Agent's time is given %o dairy work.

The greater part of the loocal extension progran is centered
around the development und propagation of the Guernsey Breed, About
twenty=eight (28) years ago this Lreed was adopted by $he county as
the one to stress and develop. As & result nine (9) dairy ecows
out of every temn (10) in the county are Guernseys.

Mecklenburg County has more purebred Guernsey breeders than
any other county in the South (over 200), In this ares where the
one~orop system has for so long prevailed this is a remarkable fact.

The Meckleunburg Coumnty Guernsey Breeders Association is an
active organisation and much of the dairy work is chamwelled thru
this organization, This Agsociation anually sponsors two outstanding
eventss (1) A county-wide Fleld Day and Junior Ouernsey Show and
(2) A Breeders Benquet.

Approximately 600 people attended the Field Day and Junior Show
this year at the Boydton Town Park, Boydton, Virginia, The morning
progran was devoted to exhibiting the various olasses of Guernseys
from Junior calves thru Aged Cows. In the aftermoon a short speaking
progran was held. Featured speakers were B. Y. Floyd, Direector,

Plant Pood Ingtitute of lNorth Carolina @ad Virginia, and P, He Deflars,
V. . 1, Extension Agronomist. 4«il and F, 7, A. boys showed forty-seven
(47) purebred and grade Guernseys (mostly purebred). Business men

in the county donated over $310 to be used as swards and for ¢ther
expenses in comnection with the Show, This event has without a doubt
opened the eyes of many people in the county, Held also in comneotion
with this event is a judging contert which was participated in th's
year by almost all the spectators present. The wimner is armually
awarded a silver Trophy Cup. BExhibit No. 1 is printed program of the
1949 Annual Ouernsey Pleld Day and Junior Guernsey Show.

The Anmual Supper meeting was a pleasant ococasion with one
hundred and two (102) people presemt, Dr, T, B, Hutcheson, Dean of
Agriculture at V, P, 1., was guest speaker for the ocoasion.
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PROGRAMME
1949
MECKLENBURG COUNTY GUERNSEY
BREEDERS FIELD DAY
—and—
JUNIOR GUERNSEY SHOW
July 20, 1949

P

Grand Champion of 1948 Show
Ouakdale’s Lottie’s Daisye 974108 and her owner, Stuart Newman

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
of the—
MECKLENBURG COUNTY CUERNSEY BREEDERS ASSOCIATION

W. T. Rutledge, Chase City, Virginia, President
James Elam, Baskerville, Virginia, Vice-President

Jim E. Warren, South Hill, Virginia, Secretary-Treasurer
G. W. Kizer, Chase City, Virginia, Director

M. L. Powell, Union Level, Virginia, Director

L. W. Brooks, Chase City, Virginia, Director
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MIDDLETON PRESS PRINT, CHASE CITY, VA




PROCRAMME

10:00 Welcome: W. T. Rutledge, President of Association

10:05 Junior Show Classes (Judging contest will be conducted in ¢
nection with the show)

12:00 Brunswick Stew Lunch
1:00 P. Seating of Spectators

1:05 Address: E. Y. Floyd, Director, Plant Food Institute of North
Carolina and Virginia

Address: P, H. DeHart, Extension Agronomist, Virginia
Polytechnic Institute

Continuation of Junior Show
Presentation of Rosette to Grand Champion of Show

Presentation of Silver Trophy Cup to Winner of Judging
Contest, C. C. Strohecker

Adjournment

Official Placing Judge: ). McK. Jeter, Fieldman, American Guernsey
Cattle Club, Union, S. C

Judge for Showmanship and Fitting: Max Timberlake, Manager
Hollinknoll Farm, Franklin, Virginia

JUNIOR GUERNSEY SHOW

In judging the following classes a modification of the Danish Syste:
will be used. The awards in each class will be as follows

BLUE RIBBON GROUP: A blue ribbon and $5.00 for each animal i
the group with additional awards as follows for placings within the group: 1
5.00; 2nd. $4.00; 3rd. $3.00; 4th. $2.00; 5th. $1.00

RED RIBBON GROUP: Red ribbon and $4.00 for each animal i

group.
WHITE RIBBON GROUP: A white ribbon and $3.00 for each animal

Rosettes and additional money prizes will be awarded to winners in Fi
ting and Showmanship classes. Additional awards will also be made by th
American Guernsey Cattle Club to the Grand Champion and to the winners ii
Fitting and Showing




ENTRY LIST

JUNIOR CALVES (BORN JANUARY -APRIL 1049)

Name and No. of Animal Owner

Patricia’s | . A } Jorry Yancey

L ¢ » Lewis Ashworth
Stuart Newman
B. €, Owen, Jr
Johnnie Thompson
Jimmie Crutehfield

Iy Henries

e
SENIOR CALVES (BORN JULY -DECEMBER 1048)
Spring Hill 8 y ) Sam  Hawkine
I Braxton Bell
V t Carel Kizer
Grade Billy Driggs
toxwood ‘s Maxim Peggy Jo Watkins
Ruby (« ry Q 1444 Donald Thompson
JUNIOR YEARLINGS (BORN JANUARY--JUNE 1948)
Grad Ernest Thompson
Russell Shearin

John Leese
(linton H

David Glasseoek

Bobby Tayler
we  Roark
Lawrence Jo
Ne O Edward Rutle
SENIOR YEARLINGS (BORN JULY--DECEMBER 1047)

) Ann 108

James Robertson
Donald  Thom pson
Junet Crowder
Herbert Gee
Gordon Hudson
Jummie Brooks
Jimmie Jo
Meredith

Edward Rutledge

TWO YEAR OLD COWS IN MILK (BORN JULY 1946 -JUNE 1947)
' Fred's Butte N Lloyd Whitten

Rudolph Kizer
¢ Carel Kizer
" Derl . W toe . Al Jones
TWO YEAR OLD COWS NOT IN MILK (BORN JULY 1946 - JUNE 1%47)
Hraxton
i Bett D ve
Maxiv Faw s | t Walter Huteheson
AGED COWS (BURN BEFORE JULY 1946)
Cherry s 1 Lamb 058 Macklin  Moas
Maxim St ' Mason Huteheson
Brar . Robert Brankle

Hrank ' Tomm Brankley




LIST OF DONORS WHO MADE MONETARY PRIZES POSSIELE AND WHO
ASSISTANCE IS GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED

BOYDTON B. A. Roberts, Son & Co. Carves Furniture Co.
M. H. Beales Roses 510 & #1.00 Store Citizens Bank
Spaulding Equipment Co.
Spaulding Hardware Co
Souths: Sporting
Goods Company W. Henry Cook
Farmers Bank of Boydton South Bide Supply Company Cooperative Supply, Ine
Hallett Tucker Bevell - Motors R N Crews & Co
Hundley Vaughan Groeery Co Crews Esso Station
Huteheson Virginia Groeery Co Crowder & Holloway Ins. ()
Jobhn Y. Hutcheson Western Auto Associate J. H. Crowder Cash Store
Lett ____Sters W. H. Crowder & Sons
McGavoek White Front Store Economy Groeery
Mullins Williams 510 & $1.00 Store H. C. Kidd, Mgr
Newton CLARKSVILLE Gayle Boswell Motor Co. Ini
Propst . M. Buchanan Griffith & Ellington
{
«

Cleaton Hardware

Collins Motor Co,

Rogers itizens Bank & Trust Co. E. H. Harris, Sinelair Agt
Rogers larksville Dry Claaners Motor Companyq
Samuel Davis Hardware Hudson
CHASE CITY Fannie's Dress Shop Hines Food Stove
” E. R. Hite Horse Shoe Restaurant
Basd Box OCleamers Maxey & Turnbull R. L. Hines Eleetrie Shop
Berry & Edwards Groeery J. E. Moore Jeffreys Lambert Hard
Bitting, Son & Co Peebles Dept. Store ware Co., Ine
R. Confectionery Co. Sinelair Serviee Station w. E. Jolly
Chase City Auto Parts Co. Sizemore Oil Serviee Jones Conl & Ofl Co
Chase City Dept. Store Veterans' Class Earl Matthews
Crymes Carter Willis Montague Brothers

igate 's Radio Bales LaCROSSE Moseley Motor Co
A

8. Peebles & Co.

lonial Bank of LaCrosse E
Pearson’s Serviee Station

Craddock Terry Bhoe Corp. ™'y "0

ritz Motor Company John O. Cook Pettus-Garland Drug Ce

Garrett & Company Conoeo Oil Company Planters Warehouse

Gillispie’'s Restaurant Gorser’s Lot Moem Robertson Chemieal Corp.

Given & Ellington C. D Jotss Smith Pettus Co.

Carson W. Gregory, Jr 1. B Jeses South Hill Enterprise

Gurley Purniture Company 3 "y " g0 South {ill Groeery Co,

Jeffreys .\lmurll'um'mu\ LaCrsms Caslls Ok th l:l‘u‘“c‘, hine Shop

Jennings Jewelry — il otor Co

Leder Bros. Dept. Store .l,'”'“'-" r\..?‘n’“)h.l.l.::p:t';.:,,. South Hill Wheel and

Leggett 's e et . Parts, Ine

],-‘:vvv- Drug Store ‘“"::h_\“ "‘l'“:”:"":“ U8 Southside Dairy, Iue

Max Stores M. B. Reed Southside Hon Furnish

Meecea Theatre ing Company

Middleton Press Billy Witkinsts & Co. Vassar s

Moon & Newecomb Funeral W. F. Wilson Store Howard D, Warren

Home - Watking Motor Ce

Garland M. Owen SOUTH HILL 8. E. Watkine, los. Agey
oples Bank & Trust ( Allgood 's Nerviee Station » Asmoeinte
mont Rerviee Btation Ambassador Restaurant

Pruden’s Dept Btore K. P. Anderson

Thornton W. Rhodes James Boddie jee Htation

THE ABOVE LIST OF INDIVIDUALS AND FIRMS HAVE GENEROUSLY
SUPPORTED THIS GUERNSEY FIELD DAY AND SHOW FROM A FINAN
CIAL STANDPOINT AND ARE DESERVING OF OUR SUPPORT AND
PATRONAGE

Thompson and Wall




Four (4) different milk companios now have milk routes in
this county., Besider this, there are two (2) retail distributors
in the coumnty who buy whole milk from twelve (12) producers. Two (2)
sreameries operate routes in the county but their business is rapidly
deminishing as their patrons are switching over %o the sale of whole
milk,

Approximately 100 farmers are now selling whole milk, about
twenty=two (22) being Grade A shippers. The agent is working at
the present time with six (6) producers who either are building
Grade A barns or making plans to do so. This 1g cited to indicate
the interest being shown in this comection.

With the largs mumber of purebred Ouernsey Breeders, of ocourse
mmerous requests are recsived to assist individual farmers with
registration, and transfer problems. It seems that all the knoky
or snafued papers are brought to the County Agent to be straightened
out, A service has also been rendered by keeping a supply of all
the necessary Ouernsey registration forms at all times for
distribution to breeders upon request. Forty (40) breeders have
boen assisted in the sketohing and/or registration of about
ninety=cight (98) purebrod Ouernseys.

The agent has continued to boost the losal Deiry Herd
Improvement Association., BSeveral herds have dropped out for one
reason or another, but others have come in with the result that the
Association 1s stronger than it has ever been. There are 17 herds
now included in the Assooiation with an additiomal herd that will
be added Jamary 1, 1950, The Agent takes the responsibility of
sending a production summary each month on each herd t each herd
owner, This has been helpful in stimulating oempetition, An
anmal meeting was held during the year,

A fow farmers have needed essistance in milk marketing problems
due to some of the companies ruming a surplus and pulling out of
this area. Approximately twenty (20) farmers have been direotly
assisted in locating a new market for their milk.

The Brucellosis (Bang's Disease) situation in the county has
beocome somewhat alarming., Consequently, this situation was instrumental
in getting Federal-State Veterinarians to ocome in and make a spot
check of the dairy cow population. The spot check resulted in about
10% of the dairy cow population in the County undergoing test for
jang's Disease,
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There are approximately thirty-fiwe (35) creditable purebred
Guernsey bulls in the county at the present time. Thyee good
bulls have been placed this year as a result of the efforts of the
agent during the past twelve months.

The Agent ha: been a member of the State Jales Cammittee of the
various Ouernsey Broeders Assoclatiomsand has assisted the “tate
organization in s#lecting consigmments to warious state and regional
sales. Several local breeders have been helped in fitting their
consi gmrentsa.

Interest in dairy barn construction is nprecedented. This
is discussed in more detail elsewhere in this marrative. Sulfioce
it to say that the agent has helped ten (10) farmers with dairy
barr sonstruction.

silo construction has increased in the County, 1947
saw the first of these silos put up in this county, with a total
of two (2) belng erected. Over tem (10) hawe been put up this year
and there should be more next year,

The agent is constantly helping individual farmers and 4=H
menbers in either the purchase or sale of Guernsey cows and calves.
It is ostimated that 95 Lofividuals have been assisted in either
the sale or purchase of purebred or grade OGuernseys.

It is interesting to nmote that the president of the State
Dairymen's Assoclation (C. Herbert Gordon) is a resident of this
countye.

An "Badless (hain" Guemnsey project began this year with
three 4= (lub merbers in the county and two others in Charlotte
and Lamenburg Counties receivin; a purebred Ouernsey calf, donated
by Dave Lipsits of the Chase City Department Store.

Bach 4~ nember regeiving a calf agrees % turn back to the County
Ageant the first heifer calf which will be passed on to another
worthy 4=f mevber. In the event the first several offeprings are
bulls, they will be sold and the money used to purchase a heifer,

A fourth purebrod Ouernsey oalf has now been added %o the
project in the county by a local hardware fimm,

(p) Pusture Vork,
®  With the cooperation of the Flant Food Institute of North Carolins
and Virginia, three (3) pasture demonstrations were set up in the
Spring.
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An all-out pasture progran was launmched during late summer,
This was done through a series of field meetings (17) that inecluded
overy commmity in the county. BEash field seleoted was ome already
established in good pasture (Ladino Clover and Orchard Grass), and
was thus seleeted in order to show those farmers attending what
oould be expected of a pgood pasture. ihe County Professional Workers
Oroup assisted the agent in selecting the location of each fileld
meoting.

County Agrioul tural workers and local fertiliser pevple ccoperated
wholeheartedly with the agent in carrylng out the meetings.

The local Production Marketing Administration Office received
$5000 %o be given to farmers as a grant of ald for seeding of
additional pasture. As & result of these meetings, PMA records
show this amount of money was oversubscribed by nearly five times.
It will be interesting to note that through these field pasture
meetings the over-all pasture acreage figure (Ladino clover and
grass) has increased almost 2000 acres over the already present 4000
aores.

It will be interesting to note that 435 farmers attended the
17 meetinss., The attendance figure was very gratifying since the
meetings came at a busy season for our famers.

A sories of human interest stories glving experiences of ocounty
farmers with Ladino pasture was run in the three county papers. These
stories were based on information secured from farmers with the best
pastures ia the coumby,

(¢) ExtengioneTVA Farm Unit Demonstrations.

Altnoush Mecklenburg county is far removed from the Ternessee
Valley watershed, this county has been carrying on & farm unit
demonstration program in cooperation with TVA since 1986,

Thirty (30) tons of phosphate was allotted to this county this
yoar, This material going %o fourteen (14) fam unit demonstrators.

We have endeavored to use these farms and howes as community
demongtrations of what sound management practices can sccomplish.
They have always been the first farms to demonstrate the bdest and
new practices, such as red elover, ladino clover pastures, hybrid
ocorn, proper row layout and such,

(D) Corn Production Program.

Bight (8) commmity meetings were held during early spring %o
present the latest corn production program to the farmers., The
so=called "Corn 'ar" between North Caroline and Wirginia, which came
about as a result of a challenge by Governor Tuek of Virginia %o
Governor Scott of North Carolina was brought to the attention of
farmers present at these meetings. Information about awailability
of Asmonium Nitrate Lime (extra nitrate allotted county) and 100
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Bushel Corn Club was included in the meetings.

There were 160 entrhes in the County 100 Bushel Corn Club,
The rules and regulations governing the County Corn Contest were set
up by the County Board of Agriculture. Prizes were also set wp
for the top ylelder, These prises amounting to $245.00 were provided
by the Chambers of Commerce of South Hill, Chase City, Boydton
and Clarksville.

This county was fortunate in receiving an allocation of 230
tons of Ammonium Nitrate Lime, over and above it's regular supply of
nitrogen material, This Nitrate material was distributed to
farners in almost every seection or neighborhood throughout the
oounty, The farmer getting this material agreed to use an
adapted corn lybrid, apply 400 to 600 lbs. of a complete fertiliser
per asre and to side dress his corn with 300 « 500 1lbs, of this
material or 1%'s equivalent,

7600 handbills in reference to the Governer's Challenge
program were printed and distributed. These handbills were paid
for by a local fertiliger organization. Exhibit No, 2 is printed
handbill in regard to the Corn Challenge program.

Coun y Corn Production plamning meeting was held after the
Governor's Challenge was issued with 45 people in attendance. This
plaming meeting included fertiliser dealers, County Board of Agriculture
members, representatives of county organizations, and professional
agricul tural workers.

The special corn production program ocarried out in the ocounty
resulted in the highest corn yield in the history of the county.
This inorease in corn produstion amounted to at least a ten bushel
average per acre.

The 100 Bushel Corn Comtest resulted in fourteen (14) farmers
produeing 100 bushels of corn and over per sore, with each farmer
to reeeive a 100 Bushel Certificate. A supper meeting for contestants
is plamed for the near future at which time priszes will be awarded the
top ylelders in the Contest, Much eredit in the Corn Conmtest gobe
to the wvarious Veteran Instructors and their oclasses who assisted in
the measurements and determining yield data of each ome aocre plot.

(8) Corn Hybrid work.

Bxzact figures as to the percentage of the total corn planted to
hybrids are not available, but it is estimated that about 70X
of the Mecklenburg corn screage this year was lybrid, The figure
checks with the estimate of the Federalestate Agricultural
Statistiocian,
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Shis accomplishment has been achieved chiefly thur the use
of newspaper publicity, radio talks, ccoperation of local seedsmen
and corn hybrid demonstrations. The seedsmen have been an
especially important factor. A meeting of these pecple was held
during the year to discuss eorn lybrids, and they were also taken
to the Charlotte Experiment Station to observe the corn hybrids
in the field, They were supylied with full information as to the
adapted hybrids, and fertiliser and planting reecomendations,

There are five (5) farmers in the county growing hytrid seed
corn for mmle, The practice was started this year of getting all
of them hgo*r for a meeting in order to work out an equitable
distributiog of the various hybrids to be produced. Representatives
of the Virginia Crop Improvement Association have eooperated in this
endeavor. The purpose of such a meeting is %o keep the seed growers
from all producing the same wariety and at the same time to insure
that only approved hybrids are grown,

A total of four (4) hybrid corn demonstrations wese conducted.
The agent worksd with the negro agent on several similar corn hybtdd
demonstrations.

All of s were located in different parts
of the county and were beside wel ~travelled roads., Seed was
supplied by the Virg nia Crop Improvement Association members thru
the county agmnts BEach demons ration was prominemtly identified
by a large white and green sign, with smaller signs identifying the
different hybrids.

All farn supply dealers were advised about the best adapted
hybrids to stock. All corn growers in the county wete given information
taru lowal newdpapers and local radioc stations WSVS and WSVS-Pu, Crewe,
Virgin a.

¥) Cooperative ool Fobl and Sheep morke

Pifteen (15) wool growers were assisted in mark-tin; 2189
pounds of wools This constituted practically 98X of all the wool
produced in the county. This wool brought a total first payment of
$1031.06.

This pool is operated by having the growers bring their wool
to Boydton on a certain date at which time it is all loaded and
trucked %o south Boston, repacked where necessary, graded and
loaded on railrosd cars. The agent annually assists in all of
these operations.

Yool bags and paper twine was distriluged to those producers
requiring these items.

All growers have been eirculari about treating for worms
with agseompanying instructions.
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““| Challenge .. "’ ““I Accept.

o

GOV. KERR SCOTT
OF VIRGINIA of NORTH CAROLINA

VIRGINIA is pitted against NORTH CAROLINA in a CORN PRODUCTION CON-
TEST based on which state can make the greatest PER ACRE increase in yield com-
pared to the ten-year average

We've Got to Beat Those Tar Heels
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PLANT THICK — (In 3 ft. rows, leave stalks 12-14 inches apart.
In 3% ft. rows, leave stalks 10-12 inches apart)

FERTILIZE HEAVILY — (Use 400-600 Ibs. per acre of 2-12-12 or
3-12-6 BEFORE planting, plus 200 Ibs. in the row at
planting time.)

SIDE DRESS — (Use 300 to 500 lbs. per acre of a nitrogen side-
dressing.)

CULTIVATE SHALLOW — (Deep cultivation and late cultivation
injures the root system.)

MANURE HEAVILY — (10-15 tons per acre makes a world of

difference.)
PLANT ON THE CONTOUR — (This will help to
hold soil and moisture)

APPLY LIME, WHERE NEEDED — (Corn yields better on land
which is not too acid.)

The average yield in Mecklenburg County is a little over 20 bushels (4 bbls.) per
m‘*hy becg;:tznt with 20 bushels per acre when YOU can make 100 bu. per acre?

MIDOLETON PRESS PRIMT, CHASE CITY. VA,
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() Red Clover Demonstrations.

Twenty-three (23) Red Clover Dmonstrations were set u;
and supervised during the year. In comection with these dem=
onstrations, the agent secured anthrachnose resistant seed for the
growers.

The acreage of red clover is somewhat small, but many farmers
are growing it successfully now « probably as many as 200, 8Six
years ago there were not more than fifteen (15) or twemty (20)
growing red clover., lMany are replacing lespedesa with red clover
where the land has sufficient organic matter and lime.

(1) Tobasco Work.

The majority of the cash fam income in this county is derived
from the sale of Flue-Cured tobacco. The allotted acreage for
1949 was 14,524.2 acres. In view of this fact considerable time is
spent by the agent in conducting work in this comneetion,

Two (2) tobacco wvarietal demcnstrations were carried out in the
county., These demonstrations included six (6) of the top tobaceo
varieties as recomnended by the Chatham Experiment Station and
V. P, 1, Agronomy Department. Although no field meeting was held

at either demonstration, the demonstrations were located on
heavily traveled higways. Attention was called to the demonstrations
through local papers and radio.

During the tobacco growing season the agent is constantly on
the alert to locate all appearances of tobasco diseases, Parmers
are especially concerned about outbreaks of Granville Wilt and
Black Shank, Strenous efforts are made to loocate and stabilige
every outbreak. Tt is felt that 95X of the farms with either of
these diseases is kmown to the agent. Each sush farmer last
yeor was assisted and/or urged to pet resistant seed. Pifty (50)
farns were visited for the purpose of checking on and identifying
tobageo diseases during this swmer.

A group of farmers having experienced Black Shank disease
on their farm were accompanied by the agent on a tour of the Chatham
Experiment Station, where black shank resistant types were produced
and oured. This tour proved to be very helpful in aiding them to plek
the most suitable type and also selling them on the idea of
produeing it on their own farm. At the time this report is being
written, a large mmber of farmers are requesting the agent to order
resistant seed for their 1960 tobaecco erep.
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225 farmers were directly assisted in obtaining better tobacce
seed, either Yellow Special, Yellow Special A, Virginia Gold, North
Caroline 402 or Hicks.

Two (2) tobacoo bed weed control demonstrations were held to
show the advantage of treating with the chemiocal Cyanamid, This one
phase of the tobacec work has been without a doubt, accepted by
a greater majority of cur tobacco growers than any other one part
of the tobacco work,

Tobacoco farmers are now sold on the use of Fermate as a means
of blue mold control, since last year almost every farmer that did
not use Fermate had to go imto North Carolina for their supply of
tobaceco plants.

Five (5) tobacco meetings were held with a total attendance of
250 farmers to briag them up to date with latest varieties, fertilisation
recommendations and disease control practice. The agent was assisted
in these mwetin s by E, K, Matthews, Superintendent of the Chathanm
Bxperiment Station and S. B. Femmee, Bxtension Plant pathologist of
V. P. L.

A yosaic resistant demonstration was ocarried out on the farm of
F. W. Willis, to acquaint tobaceoc growers with this type of resistant
totmacco. This demonstration was publiciszed thru several local
newspaper colums and the Crewe radio station, WSVS.

(1) Cotton Work.

In spite of the mmall soreage of cotton growm in the county
considerable time has been spent with growers in the selection of
better varieties and improved fertilization and cultivating practices.
In connection with variety selection, 400 bushels of the Cokers 100
Wilt resistant seed was obtained from the State Parm in Greemville
County on an exchange basis.

In June & group of growers and ginners met and organised a
County Cotton Improvement Association., officers elected were all
growers. One result so far of this meeting has been three (3)
y.nnorl gave bong as cotton sampling agents. This service entitles
growers to have their cotton sampled and graded with the support
price marked on each card, One other important move of the Agsociation
was to adopt Cokers 100 as the leading wariety to plant,

One meeting was held to inform growers of the loan program.
The agent was assisted in this meeting by representatives of the
Extension Division and State Production and Marketing Administration.
Sixty-five (66) farmers attended this meeting,
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All ecotton gins in the county were visited just before
the gimning season began %o assist them in making the necessary
adjustuents in their present gin set up in order that they might &
a better and eleaner job of gimning, J. C. Oglesbee, Jr.,
Extension Cotton Ginning Specialist of Atlanta, Georgia and
W, C., white, Assigtant Extension Agronomist of V. P, I,, assisted
the agent in these visits.

(J) Agrioultural Engincering Work.

This has not been a major project but deserves some mention
in this report.

There have been mmercus requests during the past year for
assistance in farm building construction thar ever before
experienced. Several farmers have been pergomally and individually
assisted in dairy barn construetion or furnsilied plans for
eonstruotion. A number of others have been given appropriate
blue prints.

Ten (10) families have been supplied with residemtial plans.

Plans for sueh buildings as brooder houses, cattle barns,
bull pens, and hay sheds have been supplied to seventy-five (78)
other farmers.

(x) Forestry Work.

Pifty-five (55) pereent of the land area of Meoklenburg County
is in forests with pine predeominating. But still the majority of
farn owners give little coneern to their wood land.

Fumerous news articles have been dewvoted to stressing the
importence of reforestation. Several orders from farmers for pine
seedlings will be take: and forwarded to the State Forest Nursery.

pive (5) farms were visited with the Extension Forester of
V. P 1. % advise the farmers on thinning operations and better
woodland manageme t practices. In the near future a one=day
forestry demonstration will be held on one of these farme visited,
In eomnection with the demonstratiomn, thimming, reforestation
and post treating will be included.

Several farmers have expressed a desire to install a post
treating plant. Since more of our farmers are becoming more interested
in this phase of forestry, we feel quite ertain this plant will
materialise in the near future,
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(L) calvagade of Conservation.

This particular progras was covered very thoroughly in the
1948 Narrative Report. This was the complete ome~day conservation
farning demonstration held on the farn of Mrs. Amnie M, Poythress
in Mecklenmburg County on March Slst, 1948. To follow through
with this progran the county agent is serving on a committee
ecomposed of four (4) people to work with the farm operator to
see that the practices which were established are maintained and
to see that the soil oconserwation plai is carried thru to completion.

On July 14, 1949, approximately 1000 people returned to the
site of the Calwacade of Conserwation for an all day meeting and tour
of the Poythress Fam.

The County Agricultural Professional woriers assisted in
eonduoting the various groups over the famm. Many people commented
af'ter the tour that the farm had increased considerably in walue
even more so than the day the so called "Pace Lyfting” was completed.
A sindlar tour is already plamed for the swmer of 1980,

(M) Vegetable and pruit wWork.

Spray information was sent to each orchardist in the ecounty
at appropriate times throughout the yeer. ®ach peach grower
was also given detailed information on the comtrol of peach borers
using DDT. A news artiocle to the three (3) county papers also
covered this as well as one (1) radio talk,

With the assistance of a V. p, I, Hortioulturist, one field
mooting was held for peach and apple growers. This meeting was for the
@purpcse of demonstrating to orchardists the proper peach and apple
thiming methods. Forty=five (45) people were in attendance.

A meeting was held for the hundredecdd commercial sucumber
growers in the county. This meeting was held just defore the
planting semson in order to get soross the latest disease eontrol,
fertiliser, and cultural information. Pifty (80) growers attended
this meeting. Since the growing of cucusbers is a relatively new
undertaking for all our local farmers, the agent has tried to work
as closely as possible with them. V. P, 1, specialists were
helpful in the aforementioned meeting.

(¥) Surplus PFotato Feeding Program.

Forty=three (43) cara of three hundred (300) sacks each were
received and delivered to farmers throughout every seetion in the
county, Bven when word was received to halt taking more orders,
the agent was still called upon by & few farmers who wanted to
place an order.




The surplus potatoes were fed % Dairy and Beef Cattle as well
as %o Hogse All farmers who received the potatoes reported very good
resul ts.

(0) Small Grain Work.

This fall, two (2) bushels of certified Atlas 66 wheat was
obtained for a Mecklemburg farmer, who will attempt to grow it for
certification, This will help the local supply of this variety
of certified wheat, providing, of course, field and bin inspections
are passed,

(P) Miscellansous Activities.

The Qounty Extension Agent does sush a wide wariety of things
that is is nearly impossible to give adeguate coverage in a
narrative to all the different phases of work performed, In this
section will be mentioned as briefly as possible a few of the more
important things which occupied a part of the agent's time during
the year and which have mot been touched upon elsewhere. Some of
these things which merit mention are the following:

(1) Por two months the County Extension Wyrkers eonducted an
age goup survey at all Extension meetings. This was done at the
request of the Rural Youth gpecialist of V. ry 1. to determine
what age groupe of men and women were being reashed by the Extension
program.

(2) Aseisted in the reorganization of the Professional Workers
Couneil.

(3) Collaborated with the Bugg's Island Farmers Assocciation in
their atbempts %o get better appraisals on their land being taken
for the Bugg's Island Dam Project.

(4) Served on Calwacade of Conservation Committee during the year.

(5) Accompanied a group of twenty (20) farmers and professional
workers to the Charlotte County Experiment Station, also accompanied
two (2) groups of twenty=geven (27) farmers to the Chatham
Bxperiment Station,

(6) Attended three (3) day Banker-Farmer Convention at
Natural Bridge, Virginia

(7) Attended a two (2) woeks Lxtension ghort Course for
Bxtension workers at V, P, 1., Blacksburg, Virginia.
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(8) A meeting of fertiliser dealers, agents, and seedsmen held
with full attendance (45). This meoting was designed to give them
the latest experiment station recommendations with regard to
varieties, cultural prosctices, and fertilisation., Since many
farmers follow the recormendations of these particular people, it
is inevitable that this meeting accomplished a wortimhile purpose.

(9) Seil Samples have either been taken and/or semt in to the
V. Ps l.Agronomy Department for analysis for 196 farmers.

(10) Bulletin rack in front of office kept stacked with
up=to=date, current, timely b.lletins and other printed material.
3301 bulletins and pamphlets have been distributed during the year.

(11) During the year, 125 hogs were vaccinated for hog cholera,
and material has been ordered for fifteen (15) farmers who got
locally trained farmers to adninister the serum and virus.

(12) Ran woekly agricultural colwmn in all three (3) of the
loca. weekly newspapers. These papers have wholeheartedly
cooperated in using publieity sent Ly the Coumty Extension Agent.

(13) twenty=tiree (23) radic talks have been made,

(14) The County Agent has served during the year as Secretary
of the County Board of Agriculture, Seeretary of the local Dairy
fHerd Inprovenent Association, Secretary of the County USDA Council
and Chadfman of County Veterans Training Advisory Comaittee.

(15) All farm operators in county were ciroularised regarding
the rtance of purchasing War Savings Bonds. The president of
one W»i‘ the Banks in the county reported that soon after these
letters went out more farmers were buying War Bonds at his Bank
than at any time since the War ended,

4-H Club work
General

There were fourteen (14) organized 4=f Clubs in 1949, There
were 203 boys enrolled in these Clubs, A total of 208 pro
wore carried, being divided as follows: Oorn = 39, Tobaseo = 17,
Garden = 20, Cucumbers - 2, Baby peef - 12, Dalry Calf - 25,
Dairy Heifer = 12, Cow and Calf = 16, Breeding Pig - 10, Sow and
Litter = 5, Fat rig = 29, Poultry = 18 and Rabbite - 4. Out of
this group of projects a total of 92 were completed. These showed
a total profit of $2,233.,85, A total of §355,00 was won in prises
by the members who completed their work. Prizes won by members
who did not complete their work is not included in this figure.
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There was a wide partieipation among the members in the
county contests, The contests with the mmber eompeting are
as follows:

leat Animal 2
Field Crops 4
pairy Production 11
Garden 4
Safety 3

These clubs were met on & monthly basis, all except one (1)
being held during school hours. They are organi,ed according to
age groups and joint meetings of both the boys and girls are held
before each are separated for project work,

Aotivities

The Meoklenburg County 4= Counsil held two (2) meetings
during the year, sne (1) in the early spring and one (1) in the fall,
The meeting in the spring was called to make plans for the anmual
pienie, Guernsey show, Sumer Camps and other summer agtivities.
The fall meeting was called to give oonsideration to ¢lud programs
for the year, Achievement Day plans, Pairs, and completion of
record books., The County Council is o mposed of sixty (60) members
not including the leaders,

A Baby Beef Project, red by a local Parm Bquipment Company
has Just Segun with ten (10) 4~1 Cludb boys, emch reeeiving an Angus
Heifer calf. Bach boy signed an agreement promising to earry out
certain feeding and management practices. Also each boy agreed to
turn back to the loecal spomsor in one year's $ime, the purchase price
of the calf without interest.

All calves will be shown in a county ealf show %o be held in
the Spring. This event will also be sponsored by the Farm Equipment
Conpany .

The 4=ii Honor Club organized tw (2) years age mow has a total
menbership of 45, Fifteen (15) of this mumber were added this year.
This Honor Club has been of value in developing leadership and
assisting with commmnity and county wide events, such as getting wp
Fair Exhibits, putting them up, helping new club members with their
record books and such. This Homor Club has held one (1) meeting
this year,

One of the outstanding 4~H events was the Necklenburg Junio®
OGuernsey Show. Forty one (41) 4= members showed a total of
forty seven (47) purebred and grade Guernseys (all purebred exoept
two (2) or three (3). Several FFA boys also exhibited, These
forty one (4l1) 4=H exhibitors won a total of $310,00 in prises which
were domated by local business people. Prizes were also awarded
for showmanship and fitting., Over 600 people attended this event
which was held in comection with the County Guernsey Field Day.
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This was generally conceded to be one (1) of the top dairy
shows in Virgi.nia, exceeding most of the District shows in spite
of the fact that it is only a one (1) county affair, People from
& mumber of nearby ecounties were in attendance and a lot of interest
was stimulated among both the doys and adults throughout the county.

The Sears Foundation Bndless Chain pig Contest was continued
this year in u new commmity, Jeffress. These pigs have just been
Judged. Bas} Jones tock first place and is ewarded $60,00 which
he plans % usy toward the purchase of an Angus heifer calf,

Second place was won by Lawrence Jones and third by Marshall Shearin
who get $25.00 wnd §15.00 respectively to be used for the purchase
of liwestock or feed, or in the purchese of baby chicks., Vermon
Toone won fourth place and Bernie Heese won fif'th place, each
receiving §5,00 i eash,

A suceessful county pienic was held at Mason's Lake in June,
This was attended by over 200 parents and members,

An exeel lently attended Achiovement Day was held this year
in Boydton, The program went off smoothly and had enocugh entertaimment
mived in with it to rold the interest of thos present throughout.
Besides the presentati £ the usual swards and Mir checks, the
outstanding club member in each club was presented with a nice
gift, these several gifts being donated by loeal business concerns.

Pifteen (15) boys attended the District 4« Cenp at Qmap Parrar,
Virginia Beach, Virginia, this year. This is an entirely new cmmp
used for the firet time ‘his year as a 4=} Camp. The mmber of members
attending from the county was somewhat smaller than antieipated.
However, camp week came at a very busy season for some additional
members who would have otherwise attended.

as

Nedaly'winners in 4= contests on the county level went $o
Robert West, in the garden contest, liason Elam in the meat animal
contest, Sam Hawicine and Braxton Bell in the Dalry pProduction
Contest, and Jamos Robertson in the Field Crops Contest,

411 Club boys exhibited thirtyefour (34) individual exhibite
at the County Fair this yeur. These exhibits were grouped together in
& 4= Dooth which was decorated in 4=l colors. A totel of §45,.00
was won by the members with their exhibites,

$775.00 has been domated by warious Civie organizations, Home
Denonstration Clubs, Business len and individuals for 4=§ Camp.
Several of the Senior 4=l Clubs also have bed & part in raising these
funds, This fund went toward the bullding of additiomal reereational
facilities.
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« Brown, Jr. and Marshall Owen were recommended by
the agent as 4~ All Stars. leither boy, however, was able to
attend the 4«jf Short Course, so therefore, were not imitiated.
These doys will again be recumended provided they show eontinued
interest in Club work,

Looal volunteer leaders have been of invaluable assistance
with the meetings and project work. Punoctioning lecal leaders
have been sesured for all exeept one of the clubs in the county,
Jlder Youth Clubs.

Two (2) Older Youth Clube or Young Men and Women's Clubs were
organigsed this Spring with the assistance of the Older Youth
Specialist of V, P. 1. These clubs meet monthly, have a joint
progra: and business meeting, followed by a soeial hour. Bach
Club will have as their project or goal, some sommunity project to
be earried out and completed within one year,

Due to the long work hours of some of the members, attendance
at the sumer meetings was somewhat small, However, the Clubs have
remained very sotive with attendance of both olubs now sixty (60)
members.

The Agent is endeavoring at present to get an additional older
youth elub organised in the county,

Work with other Agricultural Agencies.

The Extensipn Fersomnel in Meeklenburg has always enjoyed
the oooperation and good will of the other professiocnal workers in
the county. This has been achieved thru a sincere desire on the
part of a majority of these workers to render the greatest possible
service to the farm people and give all the aid possible to their
compatriots.

Due to the proximity of most of the offices of other
agricultural agencies to the County Extension office, constant
oontast is maintained. These workers are brought even closer
together through meetings of the Professional Workers Group and/or
USDA Council. These get=togethers are also frequently used for
professiomal improvement on a sort of sexinar basis,

The Bxtension agent is very, very eareful to forward copies
of all newly relecsed bulletins, and other infomatiomal meases
to every other professional worker. It is felt that these have
been particularly helpful to the teachers in charge of the Veterans
on=the=job=training-in=Agrioul ture classes, both white and negro.

Porhaps no where in Virginia is there a more comial relationship
between the White Extension Agent and the negro agent than there is
here in Mecklenburg. Such & relationshi, has been most fruitful
in achieving maximm results with both reces. The megro agent in
this county frequently assiste the white agent and vice versa.
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The Soil Conservation Technicians and County Agent see each
other nearly every day and in the eyes of the publie little
distinetion is made in their work. Requests for assistance and
information is exochanged eonstantly,

The agent has tried to keep abreast of the programs of the
PMA but not as much Uime has been given to this as in past years.
The Extension 0ffice and PMA Office are adjacent, only a door
separating the two. The local Agrioculturel Conserwation Assoeiation
has an agtive County Comnittee who stay elose to its operation
than has formerly been the custom. During the past few months
it has been functioning much smoother than at any time in the
past and there is a unanimous asceptance of the program and a
fairly good understanding of its operation,

Other agencies with which the Extemsion Agent has worked
locally are the Forestry Service, Production Credit Association,
Parmer's Home Adeinistration, and Department of Voestional
Agrioul ture.

yther Means of Reaghing People.

The County Board of Agriculture is used by the Extension
persomel in plamning the ecounty extension program, The program
#o planned is gotten to the commmnities by the Agricultural Board
members f{rom each commmity. Commnity ocomnitteemen at this
point come into the over-all pioture as they are soquainted with
the ecounty program as it applies to their commnity and their
aid solicited in putting it into operation. Hash year meetings
of the neighborhood leaders = men, women and negroes = are held
and the county program presented. The part of the cowmty
program which they feel ap lies to their commmity is used in
planning projects and demonstrations for the pagticular eommuni ty.

Definite goals are set up and demonstratio.s discussed and
arranged in these commmnity meetings,

Throughout the year the agents' have been appearing on
the fifteen (15) minute Agrioultural Lxtension Service Program
over Radio Station, WSVS, Crewe, Virginia. The Yome Agent and
County Agricultural Agents present a program each week, altermating
the weeks. Guests, inoluding 4= Club members are ocecasionally
interviewed on these programs.

There are three (3) local papers published weekly in the
oounty, one or more of which go into nearly every rural home in
the eounty. The agent has an agrioultural column in eash paper
which carries timely information and suggestions, noctices of
meetings, reports of result and method demonstrations and similar
items. In addition to the information written by the agents, these




Page 19

© papers are most cooperative in ocarrying news articles written
by the State Extension Editorial office, We have a poliey
of having the Extension Editor send these direct to the agent.
This gives an opportunity to discard those releases which
have no interest for local people, and also permits localization
when such will improve on the article.

Special meetings and field meetings are widely used for
the dissemttation of information, most such instances being
deseribed in the foregoing deseription of project astivitiecs.

Bvaluation of Year's Work

There are approximately 5200 farm families in Meeklenburg
County, Bringing the Extension Program to these many families
is no small job for two (2) men, A distinotion can reasomably
be made between the matter of bringing it to the attenliion of a
family and the satter of influencing that family to asocept some
phase of 1t to improve their fam or home,

No contention is made that all 5200 families have been
influenced or even touched with the Extension Program, It is
feit that, in one way or another, 35800 of these fanilies have
been influenced, Many have been influenced by the Extension
program without ever being conscious of it., Particularly has
this been true in the case of the influence of the field and
farmeunit demonstrations. MNany have been reached thru personal
oontact of the agent, meetings, bulletins, letters, 4= Club
work, radio and the press. Hundreds of others have been reached
thru the personal contacts of communi:y committeemen and Board of
Agricul ture members.

No means has ever been devised for accurately ewaluating the
work of County Extension Agents in terms of dollars and cents.
The success of the Mecklenmburg Extension program ean best be
evaluated in terms of the progress made toward the elimination
of the outstanding agricultural problems of the ecounty as outlined
in the long-time county program. In a nut shell, this program
oenters around a diversifiied system of farming, with the aceent
on more dairy cattle, more hay, mo e and better pastures, fewer
row orops and higher ylelds, better forest and soll management.
It oan be definitely slated that practically the entire energies
of the Agent has been devoted to the furtherance of this long=time
mgren. A study of the Census figures over the past two decades
reveals encouraging increases in livestock mmbers, hay, pastures
and ylelds of all crops. The trend is definitely to more dairy
and feeder beef cattle, with the necessary increase in hay and
pasture, with less inocome being derived from the row orops. The
progress along this line appears to have been more ascentusted during
the past twelve (12) months than ever before.




Perhaps, one of the highest intangible achievements during the
year has been the sucoess in selling local farmers on the
practicality of higher fertilizer apylications on corn, small
grain, hay and pasture, T™wo (2) or three (3) years ago fertiliser
applications of more than 300 pounds per acre on gcorn were very
uncommon, The past year many farmers used as much as 1000 pounds
per acre on their corn, and it is estimated that the average rate
of application was from 60X to 76X higher than theee years ago.
Similar statements could be made for the other erops mentioned.

It is encouraging to record that the Extension program has been
woll received by both the farmers and business pecple, and cooperation
of local leaders has been wholehearted.
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LH CLUB MEMBERSHIP WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN (OLDER RURAL YOUTH)
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