Call for Proposals for the SMTI/NSEC 2016 National Conference

Conference Theme: Center Roles in Improving Undergraduate STEM Education

The Science and Mathematics Teaching Imperative (SMTI) in partnership with the Network of STEM Education Centers (NSEC) is now seeking proposals for presentations for the SMTI/NSEC 2016 National Conference, June 8-9, at the Hotel Contessa in San Antonio. Registration is coming soon.

This year’s conference will focus on centers engaged specifically in improving undergraduate STEM education, and/or involved in STEM teacher preparation and connection of the undergraduate experience with community efforts and broader impacts in STEM. The conference is open to representatives from campus STEM Education Centers or Centers for Teaching and Learning that have a STEM agenda, or those who work closely with these centers. We also invite faculty and administrators engaged in improving STEM teaching and teacher preparation from APLU institutions.

Proposals (Concurrent Session, Workshop, and Roundtable) must be submitted by 11:59 pm ET on Friday, March 4, 2016, to Kacy Redd at kredd@aplu.org. Selections will be made by the 2016 Program Committee by April 4.

Priority will be given to proposals that fall under one of the following categories: 
· Retention and Success: How is your center or program driving retention and success of students? What measures to do you use?
· Quality Education: How is your center or program training, promoting, partnering with, and/or evaluating faculty teaching and shaping learning outcomes for STEM majors including future STEM teachers?  
· Research and Assessment: In what way(s) is your center or program contributing to discipline-based education research (DBER), evaluating student learning, and /or driving assessment to support STEM education improvements? 
· Partnerships Beyond the University: How is your institution, center or program partnering with K-12 schools, 2 and 4-year colleges and universities, state networks, and/or industry to improve undergraduate STEM education including teacher preparation?
· Engaging Faculty: How is your center or program effectively engaging faculty to improve STEM undergraduate education? (E.g. is it through reform of upper division courses, aligning outcomes for STEM majors, benchmarking against peer departments, or other methods)?
· Engaging Administrators: How is your center or program effectively engaging senior university leadership for the improvement of undergraduate STEM education?  Which administration representatives do you generally work with?
· Broadening Participation: How is your center or program expanding access to and success in STEM education for students from under-represented groups? 

Concurrent Session Proposal Guidelines (30 minutes)
Nine to twelve proposals will be selected for inclusion in the program. These sessions will accommodate audio visual presentations. If you plan a panel session or require more than a 30 minute session, please indicate that in your proposal. We can accommodate a small number of 1 hour presentations.
· Proposals should provide examples of promising models of STEM undergraduate education improvement that can be supported with evidence of success.
· Proposals should be 500-words (or less).
· Please include a 150-word abstract to be included in the program if the proposal is accepted.
· Each selected proposal will have 30 minutes for the presentation including Q&A. The default will be a 20 minute presentation and 10 minutes of discussion, questions, and audience engagement.
· Audience engagement and sufficient Q & A time are strongly recommended.

Workshop Proposal Guidelines (2 hours)
One or two workshops may be included in the program.
· We are open to any topic related to the strands listed above.
· Workshops are 2 hours and are intended to provide in-depth and specific information on a successful program or practice.
· Workshop proposals must include a 500-word (or less) description and intended outcome(s).
· Please include a 150-word abstract to be included in the program.

Roundtable Session Proposal Guidelines (30 minutes)
We anticipate that there will be two 15-table sessions during the conference. The roundtable session is an opportunity for an informal discussion with colleagues about a promising practice or model at your institution. These sessions do not include audiovisual.
· Roundtable topics may address any issue related to centers or programs working in STEM undergraduate education, including STEM teacher preparation and connection of the undergraduate experience with K12, community efforts, and broader impacts in STEM.
· Roundtable sessions will be 30 minutes each.
· Please include a 150-word abstract about your center or program to include in the program.

Special Interest Group
We anticipate at least one session with member generated topics of interest. This is the place to discuss STEM education, engaging administration, potential collaborative research proposals, etc. Just tell us your suggested topics.

Poster Session Guidelines
· All participants (or groups of participants) are invited to bring a poster that highlights their efforts, e.g., a key practice or research activity.
· Please include a 150-word abstract to be included in the program.
· The deadline for poster abstracts is Friday, May 6, 2016.
All presenters are expected to register for the conference. Travel Expenses and Registration are the responsibility of the presenter(s). 

Please contact Kacy Redd with any questions at kredd@aplu.org or 202-478-6022.
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	Title of the Proposed Presentation (or Session)
	Undergraduate Impact on a University’s Recruitment and Retention Initiative



	Contact Information

	Name
	Susan G. Magliaro

	Title/Position
	Director, VT-STEM

	Institution /Organization
	Virginia Tech

	Department/Unit/Center
	Institute for Creativity, Arts, and Technology, Center for Research in SEAD Education

	Email Address
	sumags@vt.edu

	Work Phone
	540-231-8325



	Additional Speaker(s)

	Name
	Casey Bailey

	Title/Position
	Volunteer Coordinator, VT-STEM

	Institution /Organization
	Virginia Tech

	Department/Unit/Center
	Institute for Creativity, Arts, and Technology, Center for Research in SEAD Education

	Email Address
	baileycs@vt.edu
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	Presentation Format
	
	
	
	

	Check the type of presentation you are proposing

	
	Format
	Length
	Application Materials needed

	_x_ 
	Concurrent Session presentation
	20 minutes + 10 minutes discussion 
	Abstract and evidence of success

	
	Workshop
	120 minutes
	Abstract and evidence of success

	___
	Special Interest Group
	45 minutes
	Topic for discussion

	___
	Roundtable Discussion
	30 minutes
	Abstract

	
	Poster 
	1 hour
	Abstract

	Will the speaker(s) be      __x_Single Presenter        Panel






	Authors for Concurrent Sessions, Workshops, Roundtables, or Poster

	Please include name and institution of the authors of the work if they differ from the speakers.

	




	Abstract for Concurrent Sessions, Workshops, Roundtables, or Poster

	Please include a 150-word abstract to be included in the program if the proposal is accepted. For Concurrent Session and Workshop Proposals, please attach a proposal, not exceeding 500 words, including your evidence for success, research results, and / or desired workshop outcomes.

	In its seventh year, Kindergarten-to-College (K2C) is one of Virginia’s Tech primary recruitment and retention initiatives to engage children from Title I schools in STEM education.  K2C includes professional development for teachers and counselors regarding college and career readiness, direct engagement with children and their parents to inspire a college pathway, and, most importantly, engagement with 200 undergraduates in any given year to serve as the ambassadors and teachers.  Undergraduates plan and enact hands-on the STEM activities with participants, and guide and supervise the children during on-campus visits.  The undergraduates’ experiences are part of their programs of study related to engagement, research, and coursework.  The purpose of this roundtable is to share our program, data, and impact on the university and P-12 settings, and engage participants in a conversation about the development of a nationwide study of the impact of these types of programs on college student recruitment and retention.




	Topic for Special Interest Group Discussion

	Please include a short description of the topic of interest.
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