Survey of Algebra Teachers
Topic. Teaching Algebrain a Block Schedule

Consider the following statements involving teaching algebra in an alternate day extended block schedule. Indicate whether you:

Strongly Agree
Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree
Are Undecided

a b wNPE

Circle oneresponse for each statement.

Strongly
Agr ee
(1)

Agr ee

(2)

Di sagree

(3)

Strongly
di sagree

(4)

Undeci ded

(5)

1. The extended tine provide in a block schedul e
contributes to greater student |earning of al gebra.

2. There are fewer student disruptions in ny al gebra
| essons than occurred in the 55-m nute schedul e.

3. Student failure rates in nmy algebra classes are
| ower since the inplenmentation of the bl ock schedul e.

4. My algebra students are nore interested in
| earni ng since we began using the bl ock schedul e.

5. My algebra students earn better grades since we
began using a bl ock schedul e.

6. The bl ock schedule permits ne to provide nore help
to students who have been absent.

7. Student attendance in ny al gebra classes has
i mproved since ny school inplenmented a bl ock
schedul e.
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Strongly Agr ee Di sagree Strongly Undeci ded
Agr ee di sagree

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

8. The majority of ny algebra students are able to
pay attention for the entire length of tine allowed
in the bl ock schedul e.

9. The majority of ny al gebra students are unwilling
to pay attention for the entire period in a block
schedul e.

10. Students who miss nore than one or two al gebra
classes in a block schedul e becone irretrievably
| ost .

11. | provide nore individual feedback to each
al gebra student in the bl ock schedul e arrangenent
than in a 55-m nute schedul e.

12. | use an “error analysis and reteachi ng” approach
when teachi ng al gebra.

13. The bl ock schedul e provi des adequate tinme to
teach the required al gebra curriculum (as reflected
in the local curriculumguide and the Virginia

St andards of Learning).

14. My algebra |l esson plans are nore varied since
began teaching in a bl ock schedul e.

15. | have the equipnent and materials that | need to
successfully teach algebra in a bl ock schedul e.

16. Conputers are available for student use in
al gebra whenever they are needed in ny | esson plan

17. Al'l algebra students have access to graphing
calculators if needed during al gebra | essons.

18. | provide nore one-to-one assistance to students
since the inplenmentation of the bl ock schedul e.

19. If a school staff w shes to inprove student
achi evenent in algebra, then | suggest that they
consi der adopting a bl ock schedul e.

20. | prefer an extended bl ock schedul e when teaching
al gebr a
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Strongly Agr ee Di sagree Strongly Undeci ded
Agr ee di sagree
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
21. | feel successful as an algebra teacher in a
bl ock schedul e.
22. | was a part of the decision-nmaking process that
led ny school to inplenment the bl ock schedul e.
23. | enjoy teaching algebra in a bl ock schedul e.
24. | am|less enthusiastic about teaching algebra in

a bl ock schedul e today and | was one year ago.

25. Teaching in a block schedul e has nmade nme a better
al gebra teacher.

26. The bl ock schedul e challenges me to try new
i nstructional strategies.

As you know, in the alternate day bl ock schedul e, algebra teachers nmeet with their students for a m ni num
of 22 class sessions during each ni ne-week grading period. Mark an “x” on the nunber |ine beside of each
statement to show how many tines in one marking period the follow ng events occur in your algebra class.

Nunber of Tinmes the Event Cccurs:

27. My algebra I esson plan provides the opportunity for students to use

cal cul ators. 02468 10 12 14 16 18 20 22
28. | probe student thinking by directing questions to each individua
in ny class. 02468 10 12 14 16 18 20 22
29. | use a conputer in ny al gebra presentation

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
30. | use an overhead projector in ny algebra | esson

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
31. | use a video or |laser disk as a presentation tool in algebra.

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
32. | incorporate conputer-based activities for students in nmy al gebra
| essons. 0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
33. | require students to take notes in class.

02468 10 12 14 16 18 20 22
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Nunmber of Tines the Event Cccurs:

34. | provide physical nodels or manipul atives for students to use as
part of the al gebra | esson. 0 2 4 3 10 12 14 16 18 20 22
35. My students work independently in al gebra cl ass.

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
36. | assign ny algebra students to work with a partner

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
37. | arrange for my al gebra students to work in triads or groups of
four. 0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
38. My lesson denonstrates that al gebra is generalized arithnetic.

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
39. My lesson denonstrates that |earning algebra involves |learning a
specific set of rules. 0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
40. My al gebra | esson includes practical applications.

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
41. My lesson plan presents an al gebra concept using nultiple
representation (synbolic, nuneric, and graphic). 02468 10 12 14 16 18 20 22
42. 1 provide content information to students using a | ecture during
al gebra cl ass. 0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
43. My al gebra | esson provides for active student participation

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
44. My al gebra | esson provides the opportunity for students to
experience a real-life application of an al gebra concept or skill. 02468 10 12 14 16 18 20 22
45. 1 incorporate activities that appeal to different |earning styles
when teaching al gebra. 0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
46. |1 assign homework to my al gebra students.

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
47. 1 assign nonroutine problens for ny students to sol ve.

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
48. | require students to collect and use real data during the al gebra
| esson. 0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
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Nunmber of Tines the Event Cccurs:

49. |1 assign an i ndependent project to ny al gebra students.

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
50. My lesson includes the opportunity for students to read and respond
to print material froman al gebra textbook. 02 46 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22
51. | include a |l aboratory activity as part of the al gebra | esson

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
52. My algebra | esson requires students to devel op a product or
construct a nodel . 0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
53. | ask my algebra students to wite in their journals.

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
54. | provide specific feedback to each student after seeing his/her
witten work. 0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
55. | include a guest speaker or a field trip in ny algebra |esson

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
56. | permt students to use a calculator during an al gebra assessnent.

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
57. | grade students using a paper and pencil assessnment that involves
sol ving open-ended probl ens. 02468 10 12 14 16 18 20 22
58. | grade students using a paper and pencil assessnment that includes
formats such as multiple choice, matching, or true-false itens. 02468 10 12 14 16 18 20 22
59. | grade students based on a public presentation or perfornmance in
al gebr a. 0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
60. | grade students based on work in the student’s al gebra portfolio.

0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
61. | assess individual students based on the outcone of a group task or
assi gnnent . 0246810 12 14 16 18 20 22
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Your high school assigns grades to students using letters A, B, C D, and F. Consider that sane grading
scal e as you respond to the following items. Circle the letter to indicate the grade you woul d assign.

62. Assign a grade that describes the success of the block schedule in contributing to inproved |A|B|C|D
al gebra instruction.

63. Assign a grade that describes the quality of the al gebra | essons that your students Al B| C| D
experi ence.

64. Assign a grade that describes the al gebra | esson that your students recei ve when conpared Al B| C| D
to the NCTM (National Council of Teachers of Mthematics) Standards.

65. Assign a grade that describes the quality of the algebra instruction that students in your Al B| C| D
hi gh school receive.

66. Assign a grade that describes the quality of the algebra instruction that students in your Al B| C| D
school division receive.

Thank you for the assistance shown by your responses to the itenms on this survey.




