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Partners
• High Country COG
• Blue Ridge Conservancy
• New River Conservancy
• Blue Ridge RC&D
• NC Division of Water Resources
• Jennings Environmental PLLC
• Zink Environmental PLLC
• Trillium Environmental LLC



Middle Fork Greenway:  Blowing Rock to Boone
• 6 miles of multi-use path following Middle Fork New River
• Transportation, recreation, education, resource protection
• Partnership led by Blue Ridge Conservancy:  Wendy Patoprsty
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10 min
5.8 miles

via US-221 N/US-321 N
Fastest route, the usual tra�c

Drive 5.8 miles, 10 min116 Lakeview Terrace, Blowing Rock, NC 28605 to
607 Deer�eld Rd, Boone, NC 28607



• Master Plan for river restoration and protection
• 6 river reaches along 6 miles of Middle Fork New River
• Assessment of current river conditions
• Restoration opportunities with estimated costs

Middle Fork New River
Restoration Prioritization Plan:  2018



Middle Fork New River:  6 Reaches for Assessment



¼  Excellent condition requiring protection
½  Fair condition requiring enhancement + protection
¼  Poor condition requiring restoration + protection

Current River Conditions:  2018



Excellent Condition:  Protection



Fair Condition:  Erosion requiring enhancement



Poor Condition:  Erosion requiring restoration
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Stream Morphology



Morphology Hydraulic Geometry Relationships



Streambank Erosion:  How much?
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Streambank Erosion:  How much?



Streambank Erosion:  How much?



Level of Concern



Poor Condition:  Erosion, Buffer Encroachment



Poor Condition:  Erosion, Buffer Encroachment



Poor Condition:  Buffer Encroachment



Poor Condition:  Buffer Encroachment, Utilities



Poor Condition:  Buffer Encroachment, Utilities



Poor Condition:  Buffer Encroachment, Stormwater



Poor Condition:  Buffer Encroachment, Stormwater



Poor Condition:  Tributary Manipulation



Poor Condition:  Impoundment



Reach 4A



Fair Condition:  Erosion requiring enhancement



Poor Condition:  Erosion requiring restoration



Reach 1B



Poor Condition:  Erosion requiring restoration



Cost Estimates for Restoration & Enhancement



Middle Fork New River
Restoration Prioritization Plan
• Awareness and understanding of river 

problems and opportunities

• Planning for grant applications and 
funding allocations

Thank you!

Greg Jennings, PhD, PE
Professor Emeritus, NC State University
President, Jennings Environmental PLLC
greg@jenningsenv.com

Wendy Patoprsty, Chelsea Blount, 
Jonathan Hartsell, Jason Zink, Lee Ann 
Liddell


