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Judging Teams Go to 
"Nationals" in October 
Dairy and Poultry Teams to Waterloo 

Octo,be·r 4-6-; Livestock To 
Kansas City 13-15 

Out - of - State livestock, poultry and 
dairy judging teams will represent the 
Virginia Association Future Farmers of 
America in national judging contests at 
Waterloo, Iowa, and Kansas City, Mis­
souri, next month. 

Dairy and poultry teams will go to 
Waterloo, Iowa, for the national dairy 
and poultry contests October 4.-6. The 
livestock team will represent Virginia in 
the national livestock and meats contests 
at Kansas City, Missouri, October 13-15. 

The three high individuals in each of 
the State contests held at Blacksburg, 
June 20-23, representing Virginia in the 
national competition are : 

Dairy: Whit Hamilton, Burkeville; 
Rudolph Morris, McGaheysville ; Lewis 
Layman, Bridgewater and A. T. Kline, 
vocational agriculture instructor, Bridge­
water, coach. 

( Continued on page 2) 

Young Farmer Classes Ask; 
Will Get State Organization 
Of Part-Time, Vet. Vo-Ag Boys 

For nearly 20 years, since 1930, young 
farmers enrolled in part-time classes in 
vocational agriculture for out of school 
young men have organized local young 
farmer groups by various names. Since 
the inception of the institutional on-farm 
training program young veteran farmer 
classes have formed local organizations in 
connection with their technical agricul­
ture studies. For the past 10-15 years 
there have been requests from these local 
groups for a state organization of young 
farmers with which they might affiliate. 

Recognizing the need and the desire 
of these young farmers for an organiza­
tion as an opportunity to expand and 
broaden the training program of young 
farmers in vocational agriculture classes 

( Continued on page 6) 

New FFA-FHA Camp 
Buildings Planned 

Delegates Hike State 
FF A Dues 25c for 49-50 

Future Farmers, Homemakers and 
Voi--Ag, Ho.me Ee Instructo,rs 

OK Building Plans 

Plans are under way to construct two 
new buildings-a dining room and kitch­
en and recreational building-at the 
FFA-FHA Camp before next summer 
according to R. E. Bass, assistant State 
supervisor of agricultural education who 
serves as general manager and treasurer 
for the FFA-FHA Camp Association. 

Delegates at the 1949 State conven­
tions of the Virginia Future Farmers and 
Future Homemakers of America and in­
structors of vocational agricultu:re and 
home economics at their annual confer­
ences this summer authorized the camp 
Board of Trustees to proceed with plans 
for these additional facilities even if it 
means borrowing the money to do so. 
The new units will permit conversion of 
the present dining room into sleeping 
quarters and increase the capacity of 
the camp to nearly 200 persons at one 
time, Mr. Bass says. 

The 27 -acre camp on the James River 
near Smithfield is owned jointly by the 
Virginia FFA (7,365 members) and 

( Continued on page 6) 

Neil Cotton, British Young 
Farmer Spends Summer on Farm 
With Rustburg Member of FF A 

"My time in America could not have 
been spent with a finer family or my ex­
periences have been more profitable" is 
the way Frederick Neil Cotton feels 
about his summer in the United States. 
Neil, whose home is in Ledbury, Here­
fordshire, England, has been living and 
working with Henry Patrick, a member 
of the Rustburg FFA Chapter, on Hen­
ry's farm near Rustburg. He arrived in 
this country June 23 and after visiting 
with Future Farmers in the Norfolk 
County Agricultural School in Walpole, 
Massachusetts, Neil and th re e other 

(Continued on page 4) 

Budget Committee Estimates 
Receipts & Expenditures 

At $19,425 

Upon the recommendation of the Budg­
et Committee the delegates at the 1949 
State FFA convention increased State 
F 'FA du'es 25c for 1949-50, from $1.75 
to $2 per member. They also hiked the 
registration fee for those attending the 
1950 State Convention from $·2 as during 
the past two years to $3. 

Faced with the alternative of cutting 
out soine State association activities or 
raising the necessary funds with which to 
finance them, the delegates decided to 
raise the money. As explained in Chap­
ter Cha.ts (May, 1949 issue) the cost of 
conducting the association program has 
increased during recent years without a 
corresponding increase in income (dues). 

On the basis of estimates the Budget 
Committee submitted the following re­
port of receipts and expenditures fo-r 
1949-50, which was adopted. 

( Continued on page 2) 

Virginia FFA Livestock, Dairy, 
Poultry Teams To Compete In 
Atlantic Rural Judging Contests 

Virginia FF A livestock, dairy and 
poultry teams will compete in the At­
lantic Rural Exposition FF A judging 
contests October 3 at the exposition 
grounds, Richmond, beginning at 10 :00 
a. m. 

Contestants in the livestock contest will 
judge breeding and fat classes of beef 
cattle, sheep and swine. Dairy teams 
will judge one cow and one heifer class 
each of the Jersey, Guernsey and Hol­
stein-Freisian breeds. Classes to be 
placed in the poultry contest will consist 
of four classes of poultry and two classes 
each of brown and white eggs. 

The fourth, fifth and sixth high scor'­
ing individuals in the State judging con­
tests were selected to represent Virginia 

( Continued on page 2) 
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LIVESTOCK JUDGES--Shown above are members of the team selected to repre­
sent Virginia in the National Livestock and Meats Judging contest at Kansas City, 
Missouri, October 13-15. They are (1 to r): A. B. Farmer, vocational agriculture 
instructor, Chilhowie, coach; Benton Heironomus of Berryville, Franklin Gilmer 

of Lebanon and Laxton Eller of Chlhowie. 

VIRGINIA FFA JUDGING CONTEST 
(Continued from page 1) 

at the Atlantic Rural Exposition. Team 
members and their coaches are: 

Livestock: Joe Campbell, Lebanon; 
Hoyle Fields, Lebanon; Malcolm Ma­
cilster, Rich Valley and J. T. Skeen, Leb­
anon, coach. 

Dairy: Joe Lineweaver, Bridgewater; 
Billy Treanary, Warren County; Lewis 
Harvey, Appomattox and H. B. Pack, 
Appomattox, coach. 

Poultry: Jack Dawson, Washington­
Lee; H.F. Adams, Jr., Washington-Lee; 
George Bolling, Andrew Lewis and H. F. 
Adams, Montross, coach. 

Only two contestant~ will participate 
in the poultry judging contest, the third 
na..med team member above serving as al­
ternate. All three members of the live­
stock and dairy teams will judge. De­
tails will be sent to team coaches by W. 
C. Dudley, area supervisor of agricultural 
education and su·perintendent of the con­
test. 

JUDGING TEAMS 
( Continued from page 1) 

Poultry: J. T. Tuissing, Timberville; 
Ralph Lam, Linville-Edom; Gene Gunter, 
Northampton and E 1

• W. Rolle1•, vocational 
agriculture instructor, Timberville, coach. 

Livestock: Laxton Eller, Chilhowie; 
Franklin Gilmer, Lebanon; Benton Heir­
onomous, Berryville and A. B. Farmer, 
instructor of vocational agriculture, Chil­
howie, coach. 

There being no national crops judging 
contest the crops team will attend the 
national FF A convention October 9-13. 
Members of the team are: Charles Ar­
rington, Carrsville; Billy Alfin, Windsor; 
Manual Black, Chase City and D. L. 
Godwin, vocational agriculture instruc­
tor, Carrsville, coach. 

GEORGE HAMILTON 

George Hamilton Selected 
Winner of First Soil and 
Water Management Award 

George R. Hamilton, a member of the 
Greendale Future Farmer Chapter, was 
named winner of the first soil and water 
managment award sponsored in Virginia 
by the National FF A Foundation. With 
the award goes a prize of $100. 

Young Hamilton, 16, is a senior in the 
Greendale High S c h o o l, Washington 
County where he has studied vocational 
agriculture for the past three years under 
Ross R. Reynolds. He is a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Hamilton of Holston. 

During the past year Hamilton was 
president of the Washington County 

FF A Federation, an organization of 111 
Future Farmers frorri Greendale, · Cleve­
land Glade Spring .. and Liberty 'ifall 
High ~chools. While. a student in voca­
tional agriculture he constructed, recon­
ditioned and repaired various items of 
farm machinery used in soil improvemen.t 
and water management, such as lime 
spreader, drag, ,seed drill, manure spread­
er, and tractor, which he ownes jointly 
with his father. He applied lime and 
fertilizer to improve the permanent pas­
ture on his father's farm, planted soil 
improvement crops followed strip crop­
ping on hill sides and construeted ditches 
to improve the drainage of bottom land. 

DELEGATES HIKE DUES 
(Continued from page 1) 

BUDGET COMMITTEE REPORT 
1949 FFA STATE CONVENTION 

We, the undersigned, members of the 
Budget Committee at the 1949 Virginia 
FF A State Convention recommend · the 
following receipts and expenditures for ' 
the fiscal year 1949-50 for the Virginia. 
Association. 

Receipts. 
Dues-$2 each for 7,500 .... $15,000.00 
Record Books . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500.00 
Advertising (Chapter Chats) . . 800.00 
Royalties-Jewelry . . . . . . . . . . 125.00 
Registration for State Conven-

tion ($3 each) . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,000.00 

Total eceipts ........... . . $19,425.00 

Expenditures. 
FFA Pins & Manuels ....... $ 2,500.00 
State Officers Expenses . . . . . . 400.00 
Record Books . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,500.00 
Conventions: 

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,600.00 
National: 

National Band . $ 220.00 
Delegates . . . . . . 250.00 
American Farmer 600.00 
Judging Teams-

(W ater loo) ... 1,000.00 
Judging Teams-

( Kansas Oity) 1,000.00 
Supervisor 125.00 

Contests: 
Public Speaking .. $ 200.00 
Chapter Contests 150.00 

Chapter Chats ............. . 
Miscellaneous : 

Camp Miniwanca .. $ 300.00 
National Dues . . . . 750.00 
FFA-FHA Camp . 1,875.00 
Auditing Books . . . 30.00 
State Officers Jackets 75.00 

Contingencies .............. . 

3,195.00 

350.00 
2,190.00 

3,030.00 
660.00 

Total Expenditures ....... $19,425.00 

Never stand begging for that which 
you have the power to earn.-Cervantes. 



National FF A Officers 
Hold _Annual Meeting 
In Washington, D. C. 

National officers of the Future Farm­
ers of America were in Washington, D. 
0., July 25-30, to hold their annual board 
of trustees and advisory council meetings, 
Federal Security Administrator Oscar R. 
Ewing has announced. 

Those present include FF A President 
Doyle Conner, 20, of Starke, Fla.; £om 
FFA Vice-Presidents, Paul Lindholm, 20, 
Ortonville, Minn.; Dale Hess, 19, Falls­
ton, Md.; Bill Michael, 19, Billings, 
Mont.; and Alton Brazell, 20, Lubbock, 
Texas. The FFA student secretary, Max 
Cobble, of Midway, Tenn., and Ervin 
Martin, 22, of Salem, Ind., the 1948 Na­
tional FF A President, also attended the 
meetings. 

Plans were made by the farm youths 
for the next FF A National Convention 
scheduled to be held in Kansas City, in 
October, 1950. They also reviewed appli­
cations from their fellow FF A members 
throughout the United States seeking the 
American Farmer Degree, highest mark 
of achievement offered by the Future 
Farmers of America organization. 

The Washington, D. C., meetings were 
held in the Office of Ed u·ca tion, Federal 
Security Agency. Earl James McGrath, 
U. S. Commissioner of Education, greet­
ed the FF A officers rruesgay morning. 

TOYS FOR REFUGEE· CHILDREN 
In a letter to A. W. Tenney, national 

FF A secreta,ry, the Office of Military 
Government for Bavaria solicits the aid 
of Future Farmers of America in collect­
ing recreational equipment for 25,000 
refugee children. Local FF A chapters 
may very appropriately cooperate in this 
worthy project, says Mr. Tenney. 

"Those among us who have studied the 
problems closely feel that helping to 
insure a normal happy childhood for 
these youngsters now could pay unlimited 
dividends in future years through the de­
velopment of a sane and sensible genera­
tion. For this reason we think the proj­
ect is of tremendous importance and 
earnestly ask you to lend us your sup­
port," says A. C. Schweitzer, director of 
civil administration, division of the Office 
of Military Government for Bavaria. 

The refugee children, boys and girls, 
range in age from 0-18 years. Games, 
toys, books, pencils, crayons, drawing 
paper, blackboards, baseballs, footballs, 
ping pong sets, clothes, shoes, only 
mention a few of the items, are needed to 
equip game and recreational rooms in the 
refugee camp. Second-hand clothes can 
be used to wrap toys securely. 

All donations should be mailed to: 
Benjamin Groves, Refugee Section, 
OMGB, APO 407-A, c/o PM, New York, 
N.Y. 

CHAPTER CHAT.S 3 

HIGHEST IN CROPS-Shown above are the highest scoring individuals in the 
State Crops Judging contest who will attend the National FF A Convention in 
Kansas City, Missouri, October 9-13, are (1 to r): D. L. Godwin, vocational agri­
culture instructor, Carrsville, coach; Charles Arrington, Jr. of Carrsville, Billy 

Alphin of Windsor and Manuel Black of Chase Qity. 

JAMES SHELOR 

FFA Foundation Award 
In Farm Mechanics 
Won by James Shelor 

James Edward Shelor, 18, Willis High 
School graduate won the $100 •FF A award 
for the best mechanic job on his home 
farm of any student of vocational agri­
culture in the State last year it was an­
nounced recently. He is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. T. Shelor, Willis. 

In his farm shop, 14ft. by 16ft. which 
he built with the help of his dad and J. 
E. Rutrough, instructor of vocational ag­
riculture, young Shelor is equipped to 
handle most any farm mechanics repair 
and constru·ction job. He bought a met­
al lathe, grinder and hand tools, rebuilt 
a storage .battery charger and saw gum-

Norfolk and · Western Railway 
Will Sponsor Virginia Delegates 
To 1949 National Convention 

The Norfolk and Western Railway Com­
pany through its industrial and agricul­
tural department will sponsor Virginia's 
delegates to the 1949 national convention 
of the Future Farmers of America to be 
held in Kansas City October 9-13. This 
announcement was made last month by 
T. Gilbert Wood, industrial and agricul­
tural manager for the N. & W. 

This contribution toward the delegates 
expeness to Kansas City is a further man­
ifestation of the interest on the part of 
the Norfolk and Western in the Virginia 
Future Farmers. For several years the 
N. & W. has cooperated with the Virginia 
Association in making available private 
cars to the national meeting. Ever since 
1928 the Virginia delegation has traveled 
N. & W. to the national convention. 

mer and construeted a power grind stone, 
electric sander and work benches. Dur­
ing the past year he has repaired and 
serviced all farm equipment including 
tractors, hay rack, grain binder, corn 
planter and lime spreader. 

Shelor gained some valuable farm ex­
perience and took the lead in installing 
water in in his home, electricity in out­
buildings, constructing barn and calf 
sheds, painting his home, remodeling the 
mill house and moving one farm building 
to make it more convenient. Shelor has 
$547.92 invested in his home farm shop­
one of more than 700 established in the 
State last year by high school students of 
vocational agriculture. 

Calvin Longest of the Marriott FF A 
chapter won first place in the Tidewater 
Federation public speaking contest. 
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CHAPTER CHATS NEIL COTEN, BRITISH FARMER 
Published Bi-Monthly by (Continued from page 1) 

found time to attend a number of meet­
ings and appear on several programs. 
Neil was the speaker at the Rustburg 
Methodist Youth Fellowship on July 31. 
Incidentally, Neil is pleased that he can 
attend Sunday school and church services 
in Ru:stburg regularly. He -states that 
there is no Sunday school in England for 
young people over 10 years of age. On 
August 6 Neil and Henry attended the 
West Virginia State FF A Convention at 
Jacksons Mill. Mr. J. R. Gardner, ad­
viser of the Rustburg FF A Chapter 
whom Neil credits with having greatly 
added to the pleasure and value of his 
visit in Virginia, feels that Neil's speech 

THE VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF British Young Farmers were entertained 
THE FUTURE FARMERS in Washington, D. C., by officials of the 

OF AMERICA U. S. Office of E:ducation. From Wash-
ington the young men went to farms in 

Address all communications to the Vir- New York, Missouri, Utah and, of cou·rse, 
Virginia. ginia Association of the Future Farmers 

of America, care of State Department of 
E:ducation, Richmond 16, Va. 

R. Edward Bass ......... , ..... "Editor 

STATE OFFICERS 1949-50 
President 

Eric Robinson ......... Rt. I Farmville 

Vice-President 
Daniel Moncol ..... Rt. 1, Prince George 

Secretary 
David Meyerhoeffer ..... Rt 3, Staunton 

Treasurer 
Powell Anderson ........ Andersonville 

Reporter 
Bruce Chalfin ........ Rt. 2, Lynchburg 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
R. Edward Bass ............ Richmond 

Sentinel 
Jimmie Dodd ................ ~ Louisa 

Adviser 
F. B. Cale .................. Richmond 

Executive Committee 
Sidney Brown .... , ........... Alberta 
W. H. Groseclose ........... -.... Ceres 
Robert S. Stevens ........ . .. Rust burg 

President's Annual Report to 
the FF A Convention 

[Following is the annual report o.f 
the p:vesident of the Virginia Associ­
ation Future Farmers of America f 01· 

1948-49 given by Robert S. Stevens, 
Jr., 1948-4.9 president, at the 23rd 
State Convention at Blacksburg.-Ed.] 

When I attended my first FF A meet­
ing and heard a group of chapter officers 
open the meeting with the inspiring Fu -
ture Farmer ceremony, little did I realize 
that some day I would have a part in the 
opening ceremony at a State convention. 

It seems. only a few weeks ago that we 
were installed as State FFA officers here 
in Blacksburg, and yet 12 of the greatest 
months of my life have passed. During 
the p'ast months I have had many experi­
ences that I had never dreamed possible 
for a boy from Campbell County. 

When I enrolled in vocational agricul­
ture aild joined the Rustburg FF A Chap­
ter, in my hea.rt and in my mind I s.et 
as my goal to attain the highest possible 
level in the Virginia FF A organization. 
June 24, 1948, to me is like replacing a 
broken link in a chain because it was this 
day that my hoping and working in the 
FF A organization had been linked to­
gether when I was selected to serve you 
as your state president for the coming 
year. Yes, Future Farmers, it was in-

(Continued on page 5) 

Arriving in Virginia on June 28 Neil 
found that the chain of what he terms 
"swift" experiences was not yet at an 
end. He had hardly left the streamlined 
train which brought him to Lynchburg 
before he was taken in tow by a commit­
tee of the Lynch burg Chamber of Com­
merce and the representative . of a nation-

BRITISH-AMERICAN-Frederick Neil Cotton (left), British Young 
Farmer from Ledburg, Herefordshire, England, is showi1 with Henry ,,. 
Patrick, Rust burg FF A Chapter member. Young Cotton is working on 
the farm this summer with Patrick to gain practical experience in Ameri­
can agriculture. He is one of four British boys studying farming in the 
United States this summer under an exchange program between the Young 
Farmers of Great Britain and the Future Farmers of America. Four 
FFA boys are studying farming practices in Great Brita.in' this summer. 

ally known feed manufacturer for a 
luncheon at Lynchburg's best hotel. 

Neil has expres-sed the hope that he 
might be able to actually work on a farm 
enough to be able to take back with him 
a real know ledge of American farming 
methods and equipment. Consequently, 
he was delighted to find that the Patrick 
farm near Rustburg is one of the best 
equipped farms in Campbell County with 
a farming program that includes dairy­
ing, crops and all enterprises usually 
found in Southside Virginia. Neil was 
particularly pleased to find that Henry 
Patrick, as a result of his training in 
vocational agriculture, had developed a 
model farm shop which he greatly enjoys 
using. 

Despite the fact that Henry and Neil 
follow the same work schedule as other 
farmers around Rustburg, they have 

was one of the highlights of the West 
Virginia Convention. Neil appeared on 
the WLV A Farm Reporter program Au­
gust 17 and other radio appearances are 
scheduled. Neil has visited a number of 
civic clubs including the Brookville Ruri­
tan Club in July and the Rustburg and 
Appomattox Lions Clubs in Augu:st. 

Typical of the way in which Neil and 
Henry have worked together during the 
summer is the week of August 22. Dur­
ing this week Neil handled all of the 
work on the Patrick farm -so Henry might 
attend FF A camp. Neill was scheduled 
to leave Rustburg on September 22. How­
ever, relatives of Henry Patrick living 
in New York have invited Neil to spend 
a few days with them seeing our largest 
city. Therefore, Neil will conclude his 
visit in the Rustburg community on Sep­
tember 17. 
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SUPERVISORS HONORED-F. B. Cale, State supervisor 
and R. E. Bass, assistant State su'pervisor of agricultural 
education (I to r above), State adviser and executive secre­
tary treasurer of the Virginia FF A, were honored at the 1949 
State Convention when they were presented with desk sets by 
Robert Stevens, president and Johnnie Tomlin, vice president, 
on behalf of the convention delegates "in appreciation of 

their untiring help and guidance to the Virginia FF A." 

APPRECIATION-Miss Helen Apperson, secretary in the 
State vo-ag office, is shown at the 1949 State FF A Convention 
receiving a gift from President Robert Stevens "on behalf 
of the Virginia. Future Farmers in appreciation of your kind­
ness and efficiency, contributing to the success of this con­
vention.'' In addition to her other duties in the State office 
Miss Apperson has handled Virginia FF A records for the 
past three years. 

for me not to leave home at tha.t time, I 
was unable to go. 

PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL 
REPORT 

(Continued from page 4) Instead, I attended a meeting of the 
deed an unbelievable dream come true Camp Board of Trustees at the FFA­
for me. FHA Camp on August 14 and 15 as. an 

It was just 365 clays ago that Dallas ex officio memb.er of the Board. I was 
Johnson handed me the gavel which start- very thankful to the State office for ex­
ed me on the greatest and most interest- tending an invitation to my wife to at­
ing experience of my life, which I will tend with me because it gave her a two­
try to present to you. day rest that she certainly deserved. It 

Before leaving Blacksburg on June 24, was very enjoyable, educational, and 
I met with the new and past State officers challenging to work with the members of 
in an executive session to make plans fo,r the board on problems concerning our 
immediate events coming up; namely, the camp. It was a . pleasure to serve with 
week the State officers were to be at Miss Joan Thompson, State president of 
camp in Smihtfield. the FHA as ex officio members. 

I journeyed home on the same day to September 30 and October 1 fou•nc1 me 
remain there for ten days in order to fin- in Lynchburg attending the Farm Show 
ish some of the farm work that was so as a State officer and as an exhibitor. It 
impending. was the best farm show I have ever at-

On July 5, I, together with Mrs. Stev- tended. I was very proud of the fine 
ens, drove to the State FFA-FHA Camp, exhibits shown by Future Farmers and 
Morgarts Beach, Smithfield, Va., to at- of the many awards taken by them. While 
tend a most delightful week there in the at the Farm Show I was privileged to 
company of the fellow State officers. appear on the WL VA Farm Reporter Pro-

Returning home on July 10, I settled gram. I was also honored to meet and 
down to my farm work more diligently be interviewed by Mr. William C. LaRue, 
than ever becau·se now I realized more associate editor of the Progressive Farm­
than ever before how much I loved it and er. 
what it had done for me, thus far. On November 4 and 5, I, along with 

It was with regret that I could not your other State officers, journeyed to 
attend the American Youth Foundation • Richmond as guests of the Southern 
Camp at Camp Miniwanca near Shelby, States Cooperative by attending their 
Michigan, August 16-29. However, due annual convention. It was a thrilling 
to responsibilities that made it advisable experience for me to associate with the 

members and executives of Southern 
States and hear of their many accom­
plishments as well as goals they hope to 
attain. I was honored to hear and meet 
many notable speakers at the convention; 
namely, Honorable George D. Aiken, U. 
S. Senator from Vermont; Mr. Albert S. 
Goss, master of the National Grange; 
and Dr. John R Hutcheson, Chancellor 
of VP-I. I was further honored and 
privileged at this convention to speak on 
behalf of the FFA guests from six states 
at the banquet Southern States gave in 
ou·r honor at the convention. 

On Friday, November 12, I left Lynch­
burg by train for Kansas City, Missouri, 
to attend the National Convention as an 
official delegate of the Virginia Associ­
ation, in the company of the other mem­
bers of the Virginia delegation. Arriv­
ing there Sunday, November 14, I pre­
pared myself for one of the most mem­
orable weeks in my life. Being able to 
represent you, the Virginia Future Farm­
e:rs, and to witness the many interesting 
highlights. Noted speakers and guests 
were present at the convention, many of 
whom I met and with whom I talked; 
namely, Clifton A. Woodrum, president, 
American Plant Food Couneil; Honor­
able James P. Kem, United States Sena­
tor from Missouri; Honorable Oscar R. 
Ewing, administrator, Federal Security 
Agency; His Excellency Henri Bonnet, 

(Continued on page 14) 
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TOPS IN DAIRY JUDGING-Highest scoring individuals in the State dairy judg­
ing contest who will comprise the Virginia team in the -N a,tiona] Dairy and Dairy 
Products Judging contest at Waterloo, Iowa, October 4-6, are (1 to r) : Lewis 
Laymon of Bridgewater, Rudolph Morris of McGaheysville, Whit Hamilton, Burke~ 

ville and J. M. Kline, Jr., vocational agriculture instructor, McGaheysville. 

The Vance Company Stores Dowell J. Howard Named 
To Sponsor National Convention State Schools Head; Is 
Trip for 5 Southwest Vo-Ag Boys Former Vo-Ag, FFA Leader 

The Vance Company in Southwest Vir­
ginia will sponsor trips to the national 
FF A convention this fall for one student 
of vocational agriculture and member of 
the Futu·re Farmers of America from each 
of the five cou·nties in which the com­
pany operates farm supply and hardware 
stores. The Vance stores including the 
Harrison-Hancock Hardware Company in 
Pulaski, Wytheville and Christiansburg 
are located in Montgomery, Pulaski, 
Wythe, Smth · and Washington counties. 
Sponsorship consist of payment by The 
Vance Company of approximately one­
half the cost of attending the national 
convention. Selection of the boys to at­
tend will be made by the instructors of 
vocational agriculture in the counties in­
volved on the basis of a score card pro­
posed by the State office. 

W. N. Neff, general manager of the 
Vance Company through whose coopera­
ticm these awards were made possible, 
holds an honorary State Farmer degree. 

This is the first such manifestation of 
interest by commercial concerns of this 
nature in the Virginia. FF A. 

PITTSYLVANIA OFFICERS 
The following FFA officers of the Pitt­

sylvania County Federation for 1949-50 
were elected and installed at the May 
meeting of the federation: Vernon Oakes, 
Spring Garden, president; Don Cundiff, 
Climax, vice-president; Koyle Kelly, Ren­
an, secreta,ry; Hardy Carter, Brosville, 
treasurer; Pete Dallas, reporter; W. D. 
Tosh, Gretna, sentinel; Maxwell Bryant, 
vocational agriculture instru·ctor, Bros­
ville, adviser, 

As we go to press Governor Tuck's of­
fice announces the appointment of Dowell 
J. Howard as acting State superintendent 
of public instruction. Mr. Howard is a 
former instructor of vocational agricul­
ture, district supervisor, assistant State 
superrvisor and State supervisor of agri­
cultural education. For many years he 
ha been a leader in the Future Farmers 
of America. He holds honorary .State 
Farmer and American Farmer degrees, is 
a member of the National Advisory Coun­
cil, Board of Trustees and N at.ional treas­
urer of FF A. For the past three years 
has been a leader in the Future Farmers 
perintendent of public instruction and 
executive officer for vocational education. 

NEW FF A-FHA CAMPS 
(Continued from page 1) 

FHA (9,116 members). It is controlled 
by a Board of Trustees composed of three 
instructors of vocational agriculture, 
three instructors of home economics, two 
members of the State supervisory staJf 
in agricultu·ral education and two mem­
bers of the State supervisory staff in 
home economics education. The recre­
ational-leadership training camp is op­
erated under the direction of the vo-ag 
a:r;id home ec services of the State Depart­
ment of Education as an extension of the 
training in vocational agriculture and 
home economics. 

Members of the camp Board of Trus­
tees for the current fiscal year were: vo­
cational agriculture; instructors-L. L . 
Beazley, Disputanta; W. L. Thweatt, 
Blackstone; J. E. Peters, _Salem; super­
visors-F. B. Cale and R. E. Bass, Rich~ 

mond. Home economics; instructors­
Miss Oakley Hall, Danville ; Mrs. Georgia 
Putney, Farmville; Miss Judith Agee, 
Highland Springs; supervisors - M r s. 
Rosa H. Loving and Mrs. Helen C. Hop­
per, Richmond. 

No increase in State FF A or FHA 
dues nor requests for special contribu­
tions is planned to raise money to con­
struct new buildings at the camp. Twenty­
five cents of each FF A and FHA mem­
ber's dues now goes to the Camp: Associ­
ation for the building - maintenance 
fund. From this source the camp has an 
income of approximately $4,000 per year 
with which to pay back any loan that 
may be needed to construct the addition­
al facilities. The increase in State FF A 
dues during 1949-50 from $1.75 to $2 
was not made to provide additional funds 
for the Camp Association but to cover 
mounting State FF A Association ex­
penses. The FF A-FHA Camp Committee 
at the 1949 State FF A Convention did 
recommend continuance of the payment 
of 25 cents of each member's dues. 

The State Convention Camp Committee 
commended the Board of Trustees on the 
"fine work that has been done supervis­
ing the camp operation," "the camp au­
thority for the splendid job of operat­
ing camp" and "Mr. Wakeman for ob­
taining the use of a tractor and equip­
ment" at the State camp. 

YOUNG FARMER CLASES 
(Continued from page 1) 

a committee of eight representativBs of 
local groups met in Blacksburg June 20-
23 and after discussing the subject urged 
the formation of a state organization "at 
the earliest feasible date." This commit­
tee further recommended that a com­
mittee of vo-ag instructors consider the 
matter and suggest a constitution and 
plans for organization. Malcolm Ander­
son of Amelia, James Coates of Rust burg 
and John Smelley, La Crosse were among 
the young farmer leaders on the com­
mittee. 

Complying with this requ:est a state 
organization of, by and for young farm­
ers enrolled in vocational agriculture 
classes, to be known as the Associated 
Farmers of Virginia will be formed soon. 
Among the purposes for which the organ­
ization was recommended by the instruc­
tors committee are: To further develop 
rural leadership, practice cooperative ef­
fort, improve farm family living and 
train for useful citizenship. Local groups 
of young farmers organized in connection 
with high school departments of voca­
tional agriculture from those enrolled 
in part time (young farmer) and vet­
erans training classes will become affili-

. ated chapters in the new State body. 
Membership will be limited to white male 
persons . enrolled for organized i!ls~rm•~-­
tion in these vo-ag classes. 

I 
·t 
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BEST IN POULTRY-Top winners in the 1949 State Poultry Ju·dging contest 
comprising the Virginia team in the National Contest at Waterloo, Iowa, October 
4-6, are (1 to r): E. W. Roller, vocational agriculture instructor, Timberville, 
coach; J. T. Tusing of Timberville, Ralph Lam of Linville Edom and Gene 

Gunter of Northampton. 

Burkeville Future Farmers 
Help Reforest 15 Acres in 
Unique Cooperative Venture 

Fifteen acres of open land in Nottoway 
County, near Crewe, Va., are spotted with 
14,000 loblolly pine seedlings as the re­
sult of a unique cooperative venture be­
tween West Virginia Pulp and Paper 
Company and 31 members of the Future 
Farmers of America at Burkeville High 
School. 

Som_etime ago foresters of the paper 
company determined to reforest the open 
land, which had been planted to pine last 
year and subsequently ravaged by a 
forest fire which destroyed all the young 
plants. 

The acreage is part of a 240-acre area 
known as the "Eleven Oaks Tract," which 
is owned by the company and designated 
as a Virginia Tree Farm. Because the 
tract is pledged to good forestry practices 
and experimentation, the company for­
esters decided it would be a valuable edu- · 
cational project to attempt its reforesta­
tion in cooperation with youths living in 
the vicinity. 

The company foresters contacted J. S. 
Clingenpeel, vocational agricu'lture in­
structor and leader of the Future Farm­
ers of - America. at nearby Burkeville 
High School. The teacher was enthusi­
astic about the possibilities of the proj­
ect and pledged the support of the entire 
membership of the Future Farmers. 

It was determined that the actual 
planting could be carried out in two days, 
following a period of classroom instruc­
tion and practical demonstrations on the 
proper method of planting young pine. 
The company representatives and Mr. 
Clingenpeel · agreed upon an hourly work 
rate of 50· 'Cents . per hour for the FF A 
boys and worke4 out. a plan .whereby their 

earnings during -school hours wou'ld be 
turned over to the FF A chapter treasury 
and during out-of-school hours retained 
by the boys themselves. 

The company then set about preparing 
the area for the planting. To protect 
the planting area, weeds and brush which 
constitute a fire hazard were burned off 
and a fire lane was constructed around 
the entire plot. 

The preliminary instruction was car­
ried out by R. H. Gilliam and G. B. 
Merrell, Jr., of the company's wood office 
in Lynchburg, with the assistance and 
cooperation of Mr. Clingenpeel. The 
chapter members took to their roles as 
as foresters with enthusiasm, displaying 
great interest and aptitude during the 
classroom session and demonstrations. 

On the day following classroom instruc­
tion and during agriculture class hours, 
the boys, armed with mattocks and buck­
ets full of pine seedlings, went into tlie 
field to work. They went about their job 
with skill and speed and managed to set 
out a large number of seedlings during 
this brief period. On the following day, 
a Saturday, 24 of the club members re­
ported for work and finished the job in 
four working hours. 

Company foresters were high in their 
praise of the job done by the Burkeville 
Future Farmers of America. 

"The planting done by these boys was 
'professional' in every sense of the word/I 
Company Forester Gilliam said._ "They 
are to be commended for a job well 
done." 

The 31 boys who worked- on the project 
were: Robert Bolick, Harry Channey, 
Garnett Cliborne, Franklin Simmons, 
Harvey Spindlove, Percy Tuck, Whit 
Hamilton, Foster Jordan, Billo Kirch­
mier, Mack Morris, Percy Moring, Jack 
Phillips, James Hardie, Thomas Hamil­
t(;m, Vernon Austin, Tony Bishop, John-

Wilson MemoriaL Places First, 
Dublin, Second in Degree Team 
Contest at State Convention 

7 

Wilson Memorial (Augusta County) 
FF A degree team, representing the 
N orthe:r;n Virginia district, won first 
place in the State degree team contest 
at the State FFA Convention, June 20-23. 
Dublin placed second, Amelia third, Cum­
berland fourth and Boy~ins fifth. 

Each of the five teams participating in 
the State contest had previously won in 
their respective federations and districts. 
A plaque was awarded the winning team 
in each district. The Wilson Memorial 
team was also awarded a large ·plaque as 
State winner. 

All-State· Degree Team 
An all-State degree team was selected 

from teams in the State contest. The 
following individuals, selected as the best 
officers in the contest, were awarded 
medals: 

President, William Grigsby, Dublin; 
vice-president, Clay Hewit, Wilson Me­
morial; secretary, Leonard Heatwole, 
Wilson Memorial; treasurer, John Wheel­
ing, Dublin; reporter, William Ogee, 
Du'blin; sentinel, Bobby Bulls, Wilson 
Memorial; adviser, K. W. Lindsey, 
Amelia; conductors, James Ambler and 
Hunter Mabry, Wilson Memorial; candi­
dates, Joe Shomo and Joe Whitsell, Wil­
son Memorial. 

LOST AND FOUND 
It would happen again in a million 

years! 
When Grace Willard of Newport News 

lost her Bath High School class ring at 
the FFA-FHA camp this summer she was 
heart-broken. She thought it must have 
been lost while -swimming in the seven­
mile-wide James River and to find it 
would be more difficult than the pro­
verbial needle in a haystack. 

But she had not reckoned on the sen­
sitive toe of Franklin Cassell, 17, Amelia 
High School senior who attended camp 
the next week. While in the water with 
some 130 other FFA - FHA campers 
Franklin felt something on his toe-you 
guessed it-Grace's ring. 

It was "good hunting" in the river that 
week. Another camper found an FF A 
ring which must have been lost last year 
judging from the barnacles and sea-life 
attached. Balfour, FF A jewelers, will be 
barnacles and tides without injury. The 
glad to know their rings stand salt water, 
ring is good as new-who lost it f When f 

ny Hamilton, Jim Robbins, Larry Walker, 
Fred Weatherford, Alvin Yeatts, Perry 
Cochran, Roy Chandler, Robert Dix, Ken­
neth Flint, Robert Hodges, Algie New­
comb, Dickie Orange, Norman Payne, 
Leonard Stewart and Haro1d J oh;n~on, 
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will feel the fu•ry of this menace are you 
and · I. 

In no other nation will you find such 
quick progress of exhaustion and erosi -::·n 
of the soil, as in America, unless it would 
be South Africa. The alarming rate of 
erosion there recently prompted General 
Smuts to say, "Erosion is the biggest 
problem confronting the country, bigger 
than any politics" (Jacks, D. V. ancl 
Whyte, R. W., "Vanishing Lands," Dou­
bleday and Doran Company, New York, 
1939). The most seribus aspect of this 
is that only a few of the people realize 
this and of these few, only a minority do 
anything about this serious problem. 

Economic forces beyond the control 
of the American farmer have prevented 
him from conserving his soil as he should 
have. Tlrnn this lack of conservation has 
forced the farmer to redouble his efforts 
to make a living from the soil. 

STONY CREEK FORESTRY WINNERS-High scoring individuals in the Stony 
Creek FF'A forestry ju'dging contest are pictured with State Senator Garland Gray, 
president of Ruritan National (left). They are (I to r): Harold Blanton, C. T. 
Smith High School; David Zitta, Carson; and Norman Payne, Burkeville. The 

This process has driven his business in­
to liquidation through the depletion of 
the soil. Su·ch conditions as these have 
forced the farmer to live in a hand-to­
mouth condition and made him one of 
the worst fed and unhealthiest men in 
any occupation. 

contest was sponsored by the Stony Creek Ruritan Club. 

Ralph Slusher, Christiansburg, pales and fades to the dull, brown color 

First, Hugh Sanford, Washington- of ;;:.t:~asant continues to toil but his 

Lee, Second in Public Speaking :fiace is not the smiling face of hea.lth ancl 

Tenants and absentee owners are re­
sponsible for a. large part of the worn 
out, eroded farms that cover our country­
side. These two groups have no interest 
in improving their lands but desire only 
the products they can get before they 
move on or sell the farm. After such 
vultures as these pass over a farm, only 
a skeleton of land remains and erosion 
reigns supreme. 

For the third consecutive year a. mem­
ber of the Christiansburg FFA Chapter 
took first place in the State public speak­
ing contest when Ralph Slusher won this 
event at the last State convention. He 
will represent Virginia in the Tri-State 
Contest (Virginia, North Carolina and 
South Carolina) to be held a,t VPI, 
Blacksburg, September 9. 

Hugh Sanford, Wa.shington-Le,e Chap­
ter, representing Eastern Virginia placed 
second in the State competition with 
Albert Taylor, Gladys, Southside, third; 
Robert B. Potts, Lincoln, Northern Vir~ 
ginia, fourth and Jimmie Dodd, Louisa, 
Central, fifth. 

The text of Slusher's speech, "We are 
Becoming a Second Rate Power," fol­
lows: 

Let us tum the pages of history and 
look into the past . . Now, we are in the 
age of the great Roman Empire at the 
height of its enormous glory. Gazing at 
the evidences of power, we are struck by 
the sights of the greatest country known 
up to that time. We smile with pleas­
ure at the sight of the fertile green fields 
with rich growing crops. We admire the 
smile of health visible in the face of the 
peasant hard at work in the fields and 
the smile of th~ lord of the manor as he 
views his lands. 

But what is this f As we watch, we 
see a few grains of sand tu·mble down a 
rolling, gathering force and momentum 
until deep gullies appear before our 
0yes. The rich, green color of the fields 

contentment. The change is so sudden 
and vivid that a shudder of horror steals 
into the marrow of our bones as we see 
the first signs of famine and the crush­
ing of men's spirits. The lord of the 
manor wrings his hands and his cries 
of anguish are heard vibrating and re­
echoing through the air. Our heart cries 
within us as we watch Rome crumble and 
die. We realize that Rome has now be­
come a crushed and conquered nation, in­
stead of the nation whose flags fly from 
every corner of the world. 

Then a harsh laugh rings forth and a 
horrible black menace rises with the li:f e­
blood of the soil, the prosperity of the 
nation, clutched in its bloody hands. 
Who is this u·nnoticed menace o·f ven­
geance who destroys the health of the 
people and causes such a depletion of the 
entire nation f 

Then, seemingly from nowhere; yet all 
around us, a voice speaks, - "I come like 
a thief in the night. I cause destruction 
and sorrow wherever I go. You feed my 
success, yet you mourn my progress. 
Who am I 1 I am erosion." 

This is no new story. Just as erosion 
was an important factor in the fall of 
Rome, it has plagued every nation in the 
world. Proud nations have withstood all 

Another factor responsible for this 
serious depletion is man's greed. The 
American farmer has forced the decline 
of our rich virgin soil by looking upon 
it as only a field for exploitation and a 
source of immediate financial return. 
From this effort by man to take some­
thing for nothing from the soil comes, 
not wealth and prnsperity, but erosion 
and starvation. 

Some methods of combatting soil ero­
sion have been known since the time of 
su·ch great men as Washington and Jef­
ferson. With this knowledge securely 
in mind, the American farmer refused to 
follow the examples of such men as these 
until a hundred years had passed. The 
a.larm'ing fact about this is that the aver­
age farmer did not want to foUow these 
examples until two million acres of crop­
land had been ruined or seriously de­
pleted by erosion (Hickey, Karl B., "Men 
and the Soil," International Harvester 
Company, Chicago, Illinois, 1945, P.75). 

the forces an unfriendly world could hurl Why was it that this loss occurred 
at them and then succumbed to erosion without preventive measures being taken 
on the home front. Even today erosion by the farmers on a large scale~ One 
is hard at work engulfing one of the of the reasons, perhaps the main one, was 
greatest nations in the world. This is , the access _to free_ land where men could 
something not to be dismissed as a thing start farmmg agam when they had worn 
of trifling insignificance; for that nation . out their farms. Finally, there W;J,S no 
is the United States and the people who 

1 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Raleigh Lions Honor FFA Boys; 
Top Seaboard Forestry Winners 
Receive Certificates and Bonds 

Twenty-four future farmers, all w·n­
ners in the cooperative Future Farmers 
of America fores try program, were hon -
ored guests of the Raleigh, N. C., Lions 
Club in a program sponsored by . the Sea­
board Air Line Railroad Company. 

The speaking spotlight was taken by 
the six first-prize winners from North 
and South Carolina, Virginia, Alabama, 
Florida and Georgia. Each told of his 
various accomplishments in forestry 0 1

• 

his home farm woodlot. These top win­
ners were Jerry Price of the '\?v esley 
Chapel High School near Monroe, N. C.; 
W. A. Galloway, Vernon, Fla.; Alec Hop­
gins, Jesus, Ga.; Billy Joe VardammL 
Pell City, Alabama; Aubrey Bradshaw. 
Spencer Penn High School near Ridge­
way, Va.; and Ray Rauton of JolrnsLn 
S. C. 

Dan E. Stewart, director of Agricul­
tural Development for the Carolina Pow­
er and Light. Company, presided. Rob­
ert N. Hoskins, industrial forester of 
the Seaboard Railroad, made the opening 
remarks and outlined the progress made 
in cooperation with state departments of 
vocational agriculture. This was the 
first farm youth program to be set up on 
a regional basis which recognized indi­
vidu'al achievement on the farm boys' 
woodlands. L. Y. Ballentine, commission­
er of Agriculture for North Carolina, 
presented certificates and bonds to the 
top winners-the district winners receiv­
ing certificates. Following the lunch­
eon program the forestry winners were 
given a one-week's scholarship at the 
Singletary Lake Forestry Training Camp, 
directed by personnel of the North Caro­
lina Forest Service and sponsored by the 
North Carolina members of the Southern 
Pulpwood Conservation Association. 

Heading the list of more than 50 
guests were: G. B. Rice, vice-president 
of the Seaboard Railroad; Professor A. 
E. Wackerman, Duke University; Doyle 
Connor, national president of the FF A; 
M. E. Coleman, educational director of 
the American Turpentine Farmers As­
sociation; T. G. Walter, State supervisor 
of vocational agriculture for Georgia; 
D. T. Daily, the Seaboard's general in­
dustrial agent; W. K. Beichler, State 
forester, N. C. Forest Service; W. E. 
Gore, assistant State supervisor of vo­
cational agriculture for South Carolina; 
W. C. Dudley, area supervisor of agricul­
tural edu·cation for Virginia; and George 
Ross, director of the Department of Con­
servation and Development, Raleigh, N. C. 

CtIAPTER CtI.ATS' 9 

LIONS ~ND FUTURE FARMEES-Virginia's top FFA winners in the Seaboard 
forestry contest are pictured above with other honor guests at a Raleigh Lions 
Club luncheon August 15. They are (I to r) : R. T. Lassiter, Jr., district forestry 
winner, Boykins, Va.; Aubrey Bradshaw, State winner, Ridgeway, Va.; L. Y. 
"Stag" Ballentine, Commissioner of Agriculture for North Carolina; G. B. Rice, 
vice-president, SAL Railroad; W. C. Dudley, area supervisor, agricultural educa­
tion, Appomattox, Va.; Billy Hall, Natural Bridge and Harry Stanger, Christians-

burg, district forest1:y winners. 

the 23rd annual convention last .June as 
follows: public speaking, Stat3 star 
farmer, State dairy farmer, farm me­
chanics, farm electrification and soil and 
water conservation. 

FF A foundation awards are made pos­
sible through contributions to thJ FF A 
Foundation, Incorporated, a national ad­
junct to the Future Farmers of America. 
Donors to the foundation, whm,EJ :::,ontri­
butions provide for the above awards and 
the Virginia State Forestry Contest 
prizes, are: 

Agricultural Leaders' Digest, Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Allis - Chalmers Manufacturing Com­
pany, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Allied Chemical and Dye Corporation, 
New York, New York. 

Better Farming Methods, Mount Mor­
ris, Illinois. 

J. I. Case Company, Racine, Wisconsin. 
Champion Spark Plug Company, To­

ledo 1, Ohio. 
Consumers Cooperative Association, 

Kansas City, Missouri. 
Cooperative Grange League Federation 

Exchange, Inc., Ithaca, New York. 
Cotton Producers Association, Atlanta, 

Georgia. 

Deere and Company, Moline, Illinois. 
E ·sso Standard Oil Company, New 

York, 
Farm Journal, Phila.delphia, P ennsyl­

vania. 
Ferguson Foundation, Detroit, Michi­

gan. 
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company, 

Akron, Ohio. 
Ford Motor Company, Dearborn, Mich­

igan. 
Gehl Brothers Manufactming Co., -west 

Bend, Wisconsin. 
General Electric Company, Schenec­

tady, New York. 
General Mills, Inc., Minneapolis, Mi n-

nesota. 
General Motors Corporation, Detroit, 

Michigan. 
Great Lakes Steel Corpmation Stran 

Steel Division, Detroit~ Michigan. 
Illinois Central Railroad, Chica go, JlJj-

nois. 
International Business Machines Cor ­

poration, New York, New York. 
International Harvest er Compa ny) Ch i-

cago, Illinois. 
International Mineral and Chemica1 

Corporation, Chicago, Illinois. 
Kraft Foods Company, Chica.go, Illi-

Country Gentleman Magazine, Phila- nois. 
delphia, Pennsylvania. James F. Lincoln Arc Welding Foun-

FOUNDATION A WARDS 1949-50 Dearborn Motors Corporation, Detroit, dation, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Six $100. FFA Foundation Awards, if Miahigan. Mid-States Steel and Wire Co., Craw-

made available by tho fom1dation, were De Laval Separator Company, New fordsville, Indiana. 
recommended by the delegates attending York, New York. \Continued on page 16 
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;~~ s: !!!rs!:~!M:!QGRAM Qf ~~~~de:i~c~l ::~::~~? I 
1. Stress impo,rtance of each boy having a well- 1950 Rally, if possible. 

balanced and improved farm program. 8. Have a minimum of twenty-five candidates 

~ 
2. Encourage chapters to contact a'n.d cooperate qualify for American Farmer Degree, in order ~ 

with available government agencies in secur- to have the full state's quota for the degree -;.-•• 
ing maps and farm plans. for the boys.' home elected. 
farms. 9. To, use a minimum o,f thirty minutes of one 

;.: 3. Encourage· each member to, plan long-time su- class perio,d to read and discuss each issue o,f 
:- pervis,ed farming program suitable to the Chapter Chats .. 
~ home farm plan. 10. To encourage each member to use the FF A 

i
rl 4. Continue to stress the· procudng and use of Manual-a copy available for each boy. 

certified seeds, adapted hybrids,, and pure- 11. The Executive Committee· to, prnvide for and 
bred poultry and lives.tock in the bo,ys.' proj- :finance the trips of state officers, and dele-
ects. gates, and continue the practice of paying 

~
■ 5. Each bo,y e·ndeavor to conduct a farm forestry mileage for state officers who, visit state chap-

project in co,nnection with his supervised te·rs. 
practice program. 12. Continue radio brnadcasts at Rally, if pos-

6. Each FF A member en.deavo,r to carry out sible. 
some soil co,nservation prnctice as a part of 13. One page of Chapter Chats to be devoted to 
his supervised practice program on his farm federntion news. 
suitable to his farm prngram. 14. Each chapter s,end at least five news articles 

II. COOPERATION: 
1. One huindred per cent o,f chapters engage in 

cooperative buying and selling with added 
emphasis on the selling. 

2. Each chapte·r raise money to finance chap+er 
activities. 

3. Encourag,e the visitation of more chapters by 
state officers. 

4. Increase state membership whenever and 
wherever possible by mo,re ex-agriculture stu­
d,ents contrnuing as active members. 

5. Encourage mo,re coo,peration with the Future 
Homemakers o,f America. 

6. Each chapter exhibit FF A products. at fairs 
when possible and give s,pecial emphasis to 
exhibits and judging contests at the Atlantic 
Rural Exposition at Richmond, Va. 

7. Every .boy in. agriculture to, be a member of 
local chapter with 100 per cent of dues paid 
by October 1, 194·9, o,r two, weeks, after school 
opens. 

8. Two copies oif prngram of wo•rk to be sent in 
for entry in state and natio,nal contests. 

9. Each chapter secreta.ry see· that a complete 
reco·rd o.f the chapter activities be sent to his 
district supervisor by May 1. 

10. Encourage organization of Young Farmer 
groups. 

III. COMMUNITY CHEST: 
1. Assist at least three local community organi­

zations, to reach their o,bjectives. 
2. Assist in beautifying home, scho,ol and church 

grounds of the community by the us.e of na­
tive shrubs. 

3. Assist focal school organizations in solving 
school problems. 

4. Every chapter co•o•perate with the government 
by the follo•wing: 
a. Cooperate with local game wardens for the 

protection o,f game and fish. 
b. Coo,perate with local fire wardens in pre~ 

venting forest fires. 
c. Co,o,pernte with soil conse·rvation service. 

5. Each chapter to co,operate with local county 
organizations in giving assistance to needy in 
county. 

during the year to Chapter Chats, placing 
emphasis on articles which will be o,f interest 

• to FF A members as a who,le, rather than of 
local interest only. 

15. The teacher of vocatio,nal agriculture devote 
a minimum o,f two agriculture class pe,rfods 
the first part o,f each year to teachi'ng the 
fundamentals of news. writing. 

16. The Executive Committee to arrange for time, 
place, facilities and financing state Rally. 

17. Encourage and assist chapters to. build goo,d 
chapter libraries and each library to include 
two, copies of "Forward FF A," b_y Ro1ss. 

18. Each chapter set up o,bjectives. by October 1, 
adopting a satis.factory system for keeping 
an accurate a·nd complete record o,f accom­
plishments. 

19. Emphasize training in parliamentary proced­
ure early in scho,ol session. 

20. Have 100 per cent participation in chapter 
· degree team, and the district winners to be 

sent to the state convention for a state con­
test. 

V. EARN1INGS AND SAVINGS: 

1. Each chapter have 100 per cent participation 
in thrift activities. 

2. Continue buying government bonds. 

VI. CONDUCT OF MEETING: 

1. Schedule at least 12 chapter meetings through­
out the year. 

2. Officers of each chapter to know opening and 
closing ceremonies as, found in FF A manual. 
Goal-by first meeting after e.Jection. 

3. Each chapter should use o,ffi.cial secretary's 
and treasu:rnr's book. 

4. Each chapter to use official FF A parapher­
nalia and jackets so far as possible. 

5. Every member of each chapter appear on 
chapter program at least once a year. 

6. Use accepted parliamentary procedure in con~ 
ducting meetings. 

VII. SCHOLARSHIP: 

1. Each chapter set up scholastic attainment 
goals for its membership. 



We Specialize in 

Supplies and Power 

Equipment for Schools 

• 
Delta Machinery 

Boice-Crane Machinery 

Larkin Welders 

Shop Supplies 

DeWalt Saws 

Stanley Electric Tools 

Stanley Hand Tools 

20-in. Crescent Band Saw 
Unit 

• 
Agents for South Bend Met­

al working Lathes 

• 
GRAVES-HUMPHREYS 

HARDWARE CO. 
Roanoke, Va. Dial 5551 

CHAPTER CHATS 

RALPH SLUSHER FIRST 
(Continued from page 8) 

free land and this practice disappeared 
forever. The closing of this frontier 
wiped out the economic alternative of the 
£armer. 

If these £armers were alive today they 
would realize tha.t a hundred yea.rs ago 
would have been the logical time to start 
conservation. We have waited until we 
see the effects in our national economy. 
Then we realize that deterioration of the 
soil is the same as redu·ction in the 
amount of land. 

People think that because of the years 
conservation was neglected we who push 
this doctrine a.re exaggerating. There · is 
no need for exa,ggeration. The facts, 
when considered, are serious enough to 
make any ma.n become anxious. 

In this gigantic country of ours the 
total land area. composes one billion, nine 
hundred and four million acres. It has 
been · estimated that more than one half 
are affected by some degree of erosion 
(Bennett, Hugh Hammond, "Soil Conser­
vation," McGraw - Hill Book Company, 
New York, 1939). Another estimate is 
that of the millions of acres now under 
cultivation, seventy-five million are too 
poor to return a. living to the farmer un­
der any _ of the known farm practices 
(Kellog, Charles E., "The Soils That 
Support Us," The Macmillan Company, 
New York, 1941). 

Some persons say that fertilization will 
replenish those acres of poor land. They 
are correct in this assumption, but they 
do not realize that the value of the 
amount of plant nutrients lost each year 

(Continued on page 16) 

• 'R...,OJster 
gives "plus values" because, 
in addition to Nitrogen, 
Phosphoric Acid and Pot­
ash, it carries controlled 
amounts of Calcium, Sulfur 
and Magnesium - pl ant 
foods which most soils lack 
and all crops need for 
healthy growth. Royster's is 
free-flowing in the drill, too! 

F. S. ROYSTER GUANO CO. 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 
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6. Conserve farm machinery by encouraging ~ 

chapters to, re-pair it in their school shops. VIII. RECREATION: --. 
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v·o;n;o:f- ~ I 
tions of camp committees by making contri- "'a 

1. butions to the up-keep and expansion of state ■• 
officers prior to, Rally in order to, send an offi- FF A camp. ■ 
cer to the· school o,f leadership that he may ~• 
render greater service to the chapter the fol- 4. Each federation consider the possibilities, of 
lowing year. holding a get-to,gether of some kind. 

2. Encourag.e greater membership particip~tion IX. GENERAL: 
in public speaking contest; not only to· FFA 
but other contests o-pen. to members. 1. Encourag~ the growing adjustment of crops .p 

3. Goal-100 per cent of chapters. holding con- and livestock prnductio:n. to meet the increased ~• 
test. needs. 

•4. Each chapter to have instructions in parlia- 2. Each chapter to maintain an up-to--date reco,rd 
mentary procedure; at least five meetings of former students. 
duri'n.g the year. 3. Each chapter to do every thing possible in ~ 

s. Have national officers visit annual Rally. helping to locat,e returning servicemen in sat-
6. Continue the annual Rally; the place to, be se- isfacto,ry vocations. 

~ lected by FF A Executive Committee. Also, 4. Encourage members to join 100 Bushel Com ~. 

~
~ continue public speaking cont,e·sts and any Club. ••~•• 

other contest that the advisory staff may 5. Chapter members cooperate with the displaced 

deem possible. _.__..____...._..'----...__._..__,...._ p-e·rsons program. 
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What's phosphorus 
Just a half a pound of your 250-lb. pig is phosphorus. 
-This seems a small amount. But without it, your 
pig would die. And there are other minerals just as 
vital to livestock. Some they need in quite large 
amounts ... calcium and sodium as well as phos­
phorus. Others we call trace elements. These they 
need in very small amounts ... such as cobalt, 
iron, copper and manganese. 

But your animals do need these trace elements. 
The people at the agricultural colleges have proved 
that past all doubt. Some minerals are a ''must'' if 
you want to raise healthy, fast-gaining cattle. That 
goes for lambs and hogs, too. For example, these 
men find that grass and grains in Dade County, 
Florida, are short of copper and iron. Clallam 
County, Washington, needs iodine to check goiter. 
They know that San Diego County, California, 
hasn't enough phosphorus. In Aroostook County, 
Maine, the scarce mineral is cobalt. Ranchers and 
farmers in these four corners of the country have 
this problem. Their feeds and forages are short of one 
or more vital minerals. Many other areas share the 
problem, including parts of the great Corn Belt. 

But you ask, "How can I spot animals which 
suffer from mineral shortage?" It's not too easy. 
If the lack is serious, your stock may have rickets, 
"big neck," anemia or other ailments. But there 
are some early symptoms you can spot. These are 
bone chewing, loss of appetite, slow gains, rough 
and scrubby coats. Or just a general unthrifty con­
dition gives you the clue. If you start feeding a 
mineral which contains the essential trace elements, 
you may bring them around fast. But if this doesn't 
work, then you should consult your veterinarian, 
county agent or agricultural college. 

The common mineral deficiencies in your area 
are known. By feeding mineral-balanced rations, 
you can correct these lacks. Or you can build up 
the mineral content of the soil. Either, or both, of 
these will help you grow healthier livestock, at a 
lower cost. 
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FRENCH MEATWICH 

Make sandwich of 2 slices of bread, using 1 slice of cold meat and 
1 slice of cheese as the filling. Dip each sandwich into a mixture 
made of 1 slightly beaten eg·g and ¼ cup milk. Pan fry in a small 
amount of butter, margarine or clear drippings over low heat. 
Turn to brown. Serve at once with coleslaw or fruit salad. 

Supplemental Mineral for 
Wintering Range Ewes 

by William H. Burkitt 
Montana State College 

William H. Burkitt Thirteen mineral elements are known to 
be necessary for normal functioning of an 

animal body. However, this does not mean that all 13 must 
be supplied in a mineral mixture. Many of them are present, 
under usual feeding conditions, in sufficient amounts for 
breeding ewes. Those lacking in Montana include sodium 
and chlorine (salt), iodine, phosphorus, and possibly cobalt. 

Lack of sufficient iodine in the ration of pregnant ewes 
results in lambs being born with "big neck" (goiter). Thin 
wool in lambs may also result. If dead or weak lambs have 
shown "big neck" or thin wool at birth in past years, 
stabilized iodized salt should definitely be fed the ewes 
this winter. 

Phosphorus deficiency may exist in wintering range ewes, 
particularly if there is little or no supplemental feeding. 
Abortions and weak lambs may result from deficient phos­
phorus. Pregnant ewes should have from 0.16% to 0.18% 
phosphorus in their feed. Many grass hays and mature 
range grasses contain less than 0.15% phosphorus and some 
contain as low as 0.04% phosphorus. Bone meal, defluori­
nated rock phosphates, and monosodium phosphate are 
satisfactory sources of phosphorus. Palatability and con­
sumption may be improved by mixing with salt. 

Cobalt is believed to be needed by micro-organisms in the 
paunch. A lack results in loss of appetite, less feed consump­
tion, and eventually starvation. A possible cobalt deficiency 
may be guarded against by mixing 1 ounce of cobalt salt 
with each 100 pounds of stock salt. Cobalt carbonate, 
chloride, or sulfate are all satisfactory. (Editor's note: The 
principles of nutrition discussed above apply to most kinds of 
livestock and in all parts of the country.) 

------ Soda Bill Sez . .. --
If your grass is receding, it's time to re-seed. 
Don't "itch" for what you want-scratch for it. 

FREE! The Story of Poultry 
Children and grownups, too-here's 
another booklet in Swift's popular Ele­
mentary Science Series. Like the others 
in the series ( on Soils, Plants, Meat 
-Animals and Grass), "The Story of 
Poultry" (Booklet E) gives the answers 
to many interesting questions. Do 
you know-

Where the first chickens came from? 
Which breed of poultry is native to 

America? 
How the shell gets around an egg? 

You'll find the answers to these and dozens of other 
questions in ((The Story of Poultry.'' Lots of pictures­
easy-to-read words. Write for your copy today and show 
this notice to your school teacher. Yes, there are free 
copies for every kid in your class, if requested by your 
teacher. If you'd like the other booklets in the series 
mentioned above, ask for them, too. They are all FREE! · 
Address your letters: 

Agricultural Research Dept., Story of Poultry 

Swift & Company ~~:g:6s;~~:t~1~-:,~: 



to -a pig? 
. ~ 

Hello Again! 
We are glad to be back with the 
Swift page of information and ideas. 
What did we do all summer? Well, 
among other things, we visited with 
farmers, ranchers, agricultural editors 
and educators. And we rounded up 

the facts we need to make these messages interesting 
and useful to you producers. As we said away back in 
1944-"This is your page, and we welcome suggestions 
from our readers." We still do. Just write to me at 
Swift & Company, Chicago 9, Illinois ... And when 
you're in Chicago, drop in and see us. 

LET'S SUPPORT OUR "MEATTEAM"-Youknow, times 
change-but some folks don't change with the times. 
I'm thinking of the type of man who always thinks that 
someone is getting the best of him in business. He sells 
a ·1oad of steers. No matter what his return, he's not 
satisfied-the packer, the commission man, the retailer 
-somebody else always gets a "bigger slice." But, dur­
ing this past summer, I talked to a lot of people about the 
livestock-meat industry and our mutual problems. And 
I found a refreshing, encouraging attitude-"Sure, we 

• • NUTRITION I S OUR 

MONEY anci MEAT-In the fall 
months we run into an unusual situa­
tion in the livestock-meat packing in­
dustry. At that time we often see the 
year's high market for top :finished beef 
cattle. And this top price usually is 
being paid when the average price for all 
cattle is movingin the opposite direction . 

The high price is explained by the 
fact that during the fall we usually have 
the shortest supply of the year of well 
:finished long fed cattle. Brisk demand 
for this short supply naturally will force 
the price up. 

The lower average price results from 
the annual move to market of huge 
numbers of grass-fed cattle. 

About 20 per cent of all the cattle 
and lambs slaughtered during a whole 
year must be handled in September 
and October. Meat from these animals 
being slaughtered any given day gener­
ally is on the dinner table in less than 
14 days. 

Folks aren't likely to have any more 
money to spend on food during the fall 
months than in February, when fewer 
meat animals are being marketed. 

Since beef and lamb is largely a fresh 
meat business, there's a lot of meat to 
eat during the fall months. Conse­
quently, since consumers have no more 
money to spend, meat prices have to 
be lowered. And that's just what hap­
pens, as it usually does with an in­
creased amount of meat to be sold and 
no increase in the amount of money 
with which to _buy it. These lower meat 
prices are most noticeable, of course, 
in the large consuming centers where 
surplus supplies always can be moved 
at a price. 

Naturally, then, livestock prices fol­
low meat prices. Producers should keep 
in mind that the prices they receive for 
their livestock are governed by what the 
packer can get for the meat and the by­
products. This is perfectly demonstrated, 
as we have pointed out above, when 
the price for one kind of cattle, in short 
supply, is moving up at the same time 
that prices of other cattle, in heavy 
supply, are moving down. 

got problems. Who hasn't these days? But if producer, 
packer and retailer work together as the · 'meat team,' 
we'll work things out ... " It's just good business to 
have a decent regard for the contributions made by 
other members of your team. I hope you have followed 
the "Meat Team'' advertisements of the American Meat 
Institute and will talk to your neighbors about them. 

FACT CONFIRMED-Out in the West, whenever I 
passed a tqwn with a local meat-packing plant, I 
thought, "This town, out here where there is lots of 
livestock, is well served by that local plant. But what 
about the distant. cities filled with meat eaters and no 
nearby livestock production to speak of?" I know for 
a fact that meat has to travel an average of more than 
1,000 miles to reach those consumers. The only way 
they can get meat is through the low-cost processing 
and marketing services provided by nationwide meat 
packers, like Swift & Company. 

£/Y). S;m~ son. 

Agricultural Research Dept. 

BUSINESS - AND YOURS • • 
Right Eating Adds Lile to Your Years - and Years to Your Lile 
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PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL 
REPORT 

(Continued from page 5) 

Ambassador from France; Honorable 
Charles F. Brannon, Secretary of Agri­
culture, plus many others. 

Prior to going to Kansas City and 
upon returning I appeared on two radio 
broadcasts. Also, I wrote two editorials 
concerning the trip to Kansas City and 
about the convention. 

On December 3 I drove to Richmond to 
attend a two-day meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the South Atlantic Region­
al Conference on Rural Education at the 
.John Marshall Hotel. I was dinner guest 
of the State FHA officers while there. 

Friday, December 10, I drove to Char­
lotte Court House to attend and speak at 
the well-prepared meeting and banquet 
of the Piedmont Federation. 

Sunday, December 12, I boarded a 
train for Atlantic City, N. J. There I 
attended the annual convention of the 
American Farm Bureau Federation from 
December 12-16 as a guest of the Vir­
ginia Farm Bureau Federation and as 
a representative of the Virginia }--,}'A. 

It was an enjoyable occasion and espe­
cially to once again hea.r Senator Aiken, 
Secretary of Agriculture Brannon and 
the Honorable Harold E. Stassen, presi­
dent, University of Pennsylvania, just to 
mention a few. 

December 30, I jou·rney to Richmoncl 
to attend a meeting of the State officers 
and exl',cutive committee. At this meet­
:ing we discussed ancl made plans for the 
St.ate FF A program of work, the forth­
coming State FF A convention, the FF A­
FHA Camp, finances, plus many other 
items. 

January 5, I traveled to Appomattox 
where I worked on my State officer letter 
for .January with Mr. W. C. Dudley. This 
~vas another item discussed and adopted 
hy your State officers at their meeting. · 

On January 11, I addressed the Rust­
burg Lions Club at the Rustburg High 
School. 

.January 12 found me going to Critz to 
attend the father-son banquet of the 
Hardin-Reynolds Chapter. It was a very 
strong and well carried out meeting. 

.January 13, I was guest of my home 
chapter at Rustbu'rg at their annual fa­
ther-son banquet which was truly ·a great 
occasion. 

Friday, January 21, I went by bus to 
ichmond to attend the annual meeting of 
the Board of Trustees of the FFA-FHA 
Ca.mp Association as an ex officio mem­
ber. Important items discussed were 
plans for the development of the camp 
for 1948-49 and operation of the camp 
for the coming summer. 

On February 4, I attended the annual 
banquet meeting of the Hu·b Federation 
at which I was delighted to see and ap­
pear on the program with Mr. R. E. Bass, 
executive secretary-treasurer of the Vir-

CHAPTER CHATS 

ginia FFA and assistant state supervisor 
of vocational agriculture. 

Monday, February 21, I was guest of 
the Brookville FFA at their outstanding 
father-son banquet. 

Tuesday, February 22, I drove to 
Lynchburg to appear on a radio broad­
cast during this N ationa1 FF A week. 

March 4, I drove to Cumberland to 
attend the annual father-son banquet of 
that chapter and to be their gu·est speak­
er. This wonderful banquet along with 
a well organized program really set the 
stage for a great meeting. 

March 11 shifted my course of driving 
as I attended the well prepared meeting 
of the Renan Chapter. I was very hap­
py to be their guest speaker. 

Wednesday, March 16, I attended as 
guest speaker the annual father - son 
banquet of the Floyd Chapter of FF A. 
I was glad to once again see Charles 
Spangler, a member of your executive 
committee. 

Two days later I drove to Buckingham 
to speak at their outstanding father­
son banquet and meeting. This was on 
March 18. 

Thursday, March 24, I traveled to 
Disputanta to address the annual father­
son and mother - daughter banquet of 
the FFA-FHA Chapters of the Dispu·­
tanta School. It was truly a well pre­
pared and colorful meeting. 

On March 29, my FFA activities were 
somewhat interrupted by the arrival of 
my daughter, Deborah Elizabeth. How­
ever; it did not last long because on 
April 1, I journeyed by train to Ma­
nasses to attend the outstanding meeting 
of the Blue Ridge Federation and to be 
their guest speaker. It was wonderful 
to once again see Mr. W. R. Legge, Dis­
trict Supervisor in Northern Virginia 
and he and I re-fought the battle of 
Manassas by visiting many historic 
points of the town. I boarded the train 
at 11: 00 p. m. that night, arriving in 
Lynchburg at 4: 15 a. m. the next morn­
ing in time to go to work on the farm 
without closing my eyes in 36 hours. 

Thursday, April 14, I drove to Amelia 
to attend their annual father-son and 
mother - daughter banquet. It was a 
large and outstanding meeting and I was 
honored to appear on the program with 

Concrete can~t burn! 

THIS was a fine barn. Fire destroyed it, 
all but the concrete-first story walls. 

Correctly designed concrete structures 
can't burn. 

.That's one of the main reasons why so 
many farmers and ranchers are building 
with concrete. But it's not the only reason. 
Concrete can't decay. Rats can't gnaw their 
way through concrete to spoil valuable 
feed. Concrete improvements often pay 
for themselves through labor saved, re- , 
duced feeding costs, better health of live­
stock, higher production. 

When you build, be sure walls and floors 
are concrete, and use cement-asbestos 
shingles for the roof. Concrete's reason­
able first cost and minimum upkeep ex­
pense during a long lifetime of service 
make it the material of low annual cost. 

Mail a postal card today for free illus­
trated literature on farm improvement of 
concrete.Distributed only in United States 
and Canada. 

General Barns 
Milking Barns 
Milk Houses 
Granaries 

_ Concrete Silos 
Hog Houses 

· Poultry Houses 
Feeding Floors 

-----PASTE ON POSTCARD AND MAIL-----

P ORT LAND 
CEMENT ASSOCIATION 
State Planters Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Va. 

Please send me free literature on subject listed 
below: 
(List kind of job) . ............................ . 

Name ........................................ . 

Street or R.R. No .............................. . 

Postoffice . ............. State .................. . 



Dr. Paul Sanders, editor of The Southern 
Planter. 

April 20 found me going to Effinger--;­
the occasion being their father-son ban­
quet at which time I was p1ivileged to be 
guest speaker. 

Saturday, April 30, I, along with my 
wife, drove to Pearisburg, Va., to· attend 
a meeting of the Giles-Craig Federation. 
My deepest regrets to this federation that 
they could not have their field day as 
planned due to rain. However, the meet­
ing was an excellent one and I was hon­
ored to be a guest speaker. While at 
Pearisburg, I made a. radio recording for 
WSLS of Roanoke. 

May 10 I visted the State offices in 
Richmond and attended the meeting of the 
Richmond Rotary Club as the gu·est of 
Mr. Bass. 

May 17 I addressed the monthly meet­
ing of the Brookville Ruritan Club. 

Saturday, May 21, I dropped in on the 
Rally Executive Committee meeting in 
Lynchburg, just as they were finishing 
the affairs at hand in order that I might 
see the members of this committee once 
more. 

Since May 21 I have given my time 
solely to my farming activities during 
this busy season, preparatory to coming 
to Blacksburg to at.tend this convention. 

The meeth1gs I attended were all very 
interesting, well conducted and were a 
challenge to me to put great faith in the 
future of rural America. 

My· deepest regrets to those chapters 
and meetings to which I received an invi­
tation and did not attend. However, let 
me say and let me emphasize the fact 
that in each case it was due either t.o 
conflicting dates and duplications or else 
to heavy farm work and business at home 
that made it absolutely impossible for me 
to accept and attend. 

The following is a summa.ry of my ac­
tivities while serving as your State presi­
dent: · 

Miles traveled (approx.) ... . 
Days spent in FF A work ... . 
Letters received ........... . 
Letters ,sent ............... . 
Telegrams received ........ . 
Telegrams sent ............ . 
Telephone calls received .... . 
Telephone calls made ...... . 
Radio broadcasts . · ......... . 
Speeches made ............ . 
Total people addressed 

6,995 
85 

124 
74 

2 
2 

21 
25 

6 
21 

(approx.) ............... 26,775 
Articles written . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Meetings attended . . . . . . . . . . 28 
Interviews . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Charters signed . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Number of 100 Cou·nties in 

Virginia visited . . . . . . . . . . 35 
Number of States visited . . . . 13 
Expenses to FF A .......... $259.81 

This report has been longer that I in­
tended for it to be when I started but 
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I felt that it was my duty to report my 
activities to you because you elected me 
to serve you and the best farm boy or­
ganization in the world as president for 
the year 1948-49. · 

My few accomplishments couldn't have 
been possible without your help and that 
of the local, district and State executives 
in the FFA. 

I want to thank my wife and my par­
ents for their guiding hand and influence 
and especially for carrying on the great 
farm responsibility during the past year 
while I was away on FFA activities. 

My thanks also to Mr . .J. R. Gardner, 
my local adviser and to the State officials 
for their advice and support. 

.J ohncy, Harold, Richard, George, Mike, 
Dallas, Grant and Charles-these names 
will always remain close to me because 
of ou·r close association and friendship 
while working a.s State officers. 

Shortly, I will hand my gavel to om 
new State president. I know the FFA 
will continue to grow in the future as it 
has grown in the past. With this we can 
encourage new -members to live the life 
of a successful Future 1!...,armer and enjoy 
its every benefit and privilege. 

Words are inadequate at this time to 
express my gratitude and appreciation 
to you for making it po,ssible for me to 
do things I have done this year. I shall 
always be indebted to the Future Farm­
ers of America for the many things that 
I have gained by being a member. 

Let us look to the future with tru·st 
that this great organization for fa.rm 
boys will continue to advance and develop 
for the betterment of rural America. 

May we as Future Fa.rmers live a life 
that will always be challenging to our 
fellowmen and pleasing with God. 

In closing I wish to remind you to let 
your aims be high, your minds clear anc1 
your thinking right and you will succeed. 
May you, as Future Farmers, continue to 
work together in building a greater 
America and a better way of life on the 
farm. 

The successfu1 farmer of tomorrow is 
the Future Farmer of today. 

God bless each and every one of you. 

Kansas-The Kansas State Association 
of Future Farmers of America has just 
completed a survey which revealed that 
the state's 5,132 FF A members in 152 
chapters have a total net worth of $3,-
404,198, most of which is invested in 
farming. The average net worth per boy 
is $694.44. 

0% QUALITY 

FOR EVERY CROP 
BONE DRY FERTILIZER CO. 

Richmond Vir1inia 

PLAN 
NOW! 

. . . to enter the South­
ern States Community Hy­
brid Corn Shows to be held 
between October 15 and De­
cember 15, 1949. Prizes will 
be offered winning exhibits. 
First place winners will have 
the opportunity to go on to 
the District Shows. 

Remember, in order to 
have an acceptable entry, it 
must be three ears of a va­
riety produced from South­
ern States Hybrid Com;Seed. 
Further details may be ob­
tained from your local South­
ern States Cooperative Serv­
ice Agency. 

Here's a tip . . . start se-
. lecting those three ears nowt 
Look for well-covered, uni­
form ears of good length and 
mark them with a ribbon or 
some other means of identi­
fication. You'll be glad you 
didn't wait until harvest 
time. 

Southern States 
Cooperative 

General Offices 
Richmond, Va. 
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RALPH SLUSHER FIRS,T 
(Continued from page 11) 

by erosion is equal to 60 times the 
amount spent for commercial fertilizer 
(Bennett, Hugh H. and Pryor, William 
C., "This Land We Defend,'' Longmans, 
Green and Company, New York, 1942). 

to speeches like this and then forget ev­
erything that has been said~ No, we 
shall profit by the mistakes of the past 
generations of farmers and follow some 
well-defined plan of meeting erosion and 
destroying it completely and permanent­
ly. Here is such a plan: 

I have given you the causes and effects 
of erosion. From this picture you see 
that erosion is probably a. greater prob­
lem than you have ever realized. What 
will happen now ~ Will our people listen 

1. Put each acre to its best use. 

2. Educate our citizens as to the need 
of soil conservation. 

3. Use scientific methods of farming 
such as strip-cropping and terracing 

F. F. A. JEWELRY 

NEW FFA DRESS BUCKLES 
1/s Inch Wide Tan Belt 

Bronze Buckle and Belt (No J?ederal Tax) . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2.75 

PINS OR BUTTONS 
Green Hand, bronze (No Federal Tax) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25 
Future Farmer Degree, silver plate (Plus 20% Fed. Tax) .28 

TIE HOLDERS 
Tie Holder, gold plate (Plus 20% Federal Tax) 1.40 

RINGS 

Sterling Silver ................. . 
lOK Gold ...................... . 

FRl00 
$ 3.00 

15.00 

FR101 
$ 3.50 

18.00 
*Furnished only in sizes up to 9½ 

FR103* 
$ 2.00 

7.25 

Prices subject to 20% Federal Tax and any State Tax in effect 

HOW TO MEASURE YOUR FINGER SIZE: . 
Take a band of firm paper same size as ring chart. Wrap 

it around the :finger :firmly at the second joint, or around the 
largest part of the finger if the joints are not prominent. 
Lay it on the finger size chart below to get your exact size. 

1
1

1
1

1
1
1

1 
I 11I1

1

1
1 
I 

1

1
1
1 

3, 5618910111213 

Write for Catalog 

L. G. BALFOUR COMPANY 
Official Jewelers for F. F. A. 

Attleboro Massachusetts 
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in sections of the country where need­
ed. 

4 .. Add plant foods and organic matter 
to the soil. 

5. Coopera.tion with all conservation 
agencies. 

6. We need more work and less talk. 
Froni such a plan as this comes good 

soil. From good soil comes good food, 
good food is needed for healthy men, 
healthy men are needed to make a strong 
nation. If we do not follow such a plan 
as this, our nation's lands will become 
so eroded that ou·r people's health will 
suffer. Our soil will continue to decline 
and our people and the people of foreign 
lands who depend on us will face star­
vation. 

Your soil is not only today's livelihood. 
Its use determines whether your children, 
America's children, will have a rich or 
poor future. In short, your land belongs 
to tomorrow. Let us hope that you, the 
farmers of the United States, will real­
ize this and join the army against ero­
sion so that we shall not see, as Shelly 
says in his description of a. country: 

"Look upon my works, ye mighty, and 
Nothing beside remains. Round the 

decay 
Of that colossal wreck, boundless and 

bare 
The lone and level sands stretch far 

away." 
Wether or not the United States will 

become a second-rate power depends upon 
you and me, the people. Erosion r.an be 
stopped and eroded lands may once again 
blossom forth in the United States as 
they have in the eroded cou·ntries of Eu­
rope. 

The challenge is before you, Ameri­
cans. Take off your coat, roll up your 
sleeves and go to work so that the United 
States will continue to be the great coun­
try that we are today as long as the 
world exists. 

FOUNDATIONS AWARDS, 1949-50 
(Continued from page 9) 

Minneapolis-Moline Company, Minne-
apolis, Minnesota. ~ 

New Holland Machine Company, New 
Holland, Pennsylvania. 

Progressive Farmer Company, Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 

E. F. Sanguinetti, Inc., Yuma, Ari­
zona. 

Sears Roebuck Foundation, Chicago, 
Illinois. 

W. A. Shaeffer Pen Company, Fort 
Madison, Iowa. 

Standard Oil Company (Incorporated 
in Kentucky), Louisville, Kentucky. 

Successful Farming Magazine, D e s 
Moines, Iowa. 

Westinghouse Educational Foundation, 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 

The following are individual donors: 
Ray Cuff, Kansas City, Missouri. 
A. F. Davis, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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