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II. County Jrgsniastic

T™e Agronomy Commi ttee, livestock Comuittes and the L-H Couw
omell assisted %he agmt in dewloping the Sxtamsion Frogrem
for Sussex County . These comittiess also assisted in e cxeou-
tion of the program.

ther argmisati ons helpir the Extension Program during the
yoar ware the Fara Duresu « C. County and Community Com-
mittess, Sall Conservatl omnd ttee and the three ‘uritm Clube
of the Comty.

eecription of -gunty

Sumsex County lies in the Southern Coastal Flain area of Virginla
except the extrenms western corner which 18 in the Fleodmont ares.
It 45 south of Wichmond and approdmtely midway betwemn chmond
and the Narth Carolina ne.

e tpography varies from flat, o undulating, % rolling. Solls
are derived from unconsolidated beds of sund, silt and clay ex-
cept the small ares of Fledeont wils in the westarn tip of the
county. ils vary accoprding to texture, depth, slope and drain-
age.

e oty contains L9 square miles or J17,400 scres. Iin 195,
573 or 182,210 scres ware in faurms. Of this, 60.95 was in wood-
lands 23.3F eropland; 3.4 astare) .48 idle land) and 35 other.

here ware 1,099 farme in the county in 195L. Four hundped sixty-
o ht mre operated by vhite farwers and 631 by colored. proxi-
mataly 755 of the groes farm incame 18 derived from the sale of
erops, 235 from the sale of sotock and 2% from the sale of
forest profucta. rops produced in order of thedyr importonce
oamuts, corn, tdbacco, cotton, soybeans, and small grain. Live-
stock redsed in orer of importance is hoge, beef cattle, dairy
ecattle and sheep. yaltry 49 Hund on et farme for home use.

The 1954 census giwes tie following interesting information sbout
Suseex County. Of the 1,099 farms, 014 are clamified as commep-
elal, the rest being part-time and residential. Thirty-eix per

oent of the commercial farms have & gross farm inocome of less than
$2,500. Forty-seven per cent harvested less than )0 scres of crop-
land. The average sise of the farms were 165.7 scres and the average
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was $12,95k.
was 12,785. was an
ears. he . increase
w been sbout 4,000, i xty-ive
negroes. Hural farm population
w-farm Lho@8, The education level
state sverage With a sedimn of 6.1
wdian i f families was $1,437.

the connty ranging in population
wns form dafinite contars. ach has
md trading centers al thou
eir pplies from outald
industries rangin ro:

ren between 1L nd 1L mare

wid te children 15«19. pproxd-
ae from rural farm homes and

The children attend one of

nty. ‘oca tiom ricul~-

gh school in the county,

)

art I Al -
- tar Weck-und,
Aigs, plcoalc, baby

he four schools in the

yar clubs ganise in

of the othar two schools,
116 elub ssmbers enrolled under

they carried 1) projests.

can best be explained hy a dsoussion of projects

_
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amd sctivities conducted thmoughout the year.

1. Frojects
a. Tractor

in Jmuary, a % tor aclinic for the Southeas-

tar 3 L hald in "alefisld. The agmt

s Lot r. Sasley 3, Smith, Sxtension Agd cul-

ar ngloser, in arranging for the clinie ir.
an attended a5 & lesader from Sussex
woll as the agsnt.

y wolled in the county trector project
teul ve coup leting thelr project. Four
ware hald for ime truetion. 7Two were held
jdpment dealers' buminesses newr Stony
two e tings were eld sround the Naverly
local dealers ware anxious and wi lling
with the project. rior to the eglinning
he oty it was declded what subject would
isocussed at each weting md the dealars mde
thet tarials needed for the presmtation of
bject wore svailible. The best qualified
ir organization was present t assist
ing. he oldar toys, worge and Floyd
nd George Samdtt Smith, also aseisted
structl on well as the agmt. The boye
ga the demonstrations rolated to the sube
cumed, hoalped check record books, and at
ve part of the instruction. One parmt who
to Iring his 11 war-old son told the agnt
he was sure that he had lsarmed a8 such, if not
thar: A8 SOn M tat '» was coming to the other
bring other boys, which he did.

sion of the four lnstruction mee tings,
1 have beeon elght, so that better instruc-
sve teen given, the fifth meeting was
at wioh time the written axauine tion was given.
sxminetion was given on two lewvels, Junior and
senlor. tion pleture of the Sestern National
r retors' mtesst in Mechaond w shown.

Denf

Ax club members were enrolled 1ia these projects.
heore wure six steers and one helfer project. The
slx steers were shawn in thes Petersbury baby Deef
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Show /nd Sale. Since this show oparates an &
county quota system, our mumber is limited. The
gt assisted in the selection of met of the
steers and supervised their feeding by farm visits.
A tour of ssch mewber's cslf was plamed but ocalled
»f due t© the sickness of several of the dad men-
ners.

(he show and sale which was smpomsored by the Feters-
burg Chamber of Commerce was hmld on May 9« Bem
Farson showed 'ds sngus stesr % Urand Chempion of

tie show and Wries Yareon slowed hear Angus steer

to Heserve Champion of the shew. Hllwood Kients had
the Chasplon lereford of the show. in the Showman-
éhip class, Jussex members captired four of the six
places wiuh dllwood Liemts first and ben Farson second.
o calves greded prime and four choldowes

e ageat asulsted in the arrungensnts for teo news
articies in the Petersburyg pasper prior to the sale.

“llwood Aents showed his purebred hedfor st the
Junior Premium Stock Show md Sale in ipril, taking
firet place. b also showed his lereford heifer at
the itlantie lurel in Ricmond in Septesber, placing
sixth in & clase of twal ve.

dectric

Hixty-eix boys were entvlled in the electrie project
duping the year, 6) in Unit I and J in Umdt II. Unit
I wee ocarried as a fifth grade boys' prmoject. Several
older boys also carried Umit I for the second year as
individual projects. The fifth grade boye received
the pro Jeet instriotion in the mee tings wsing mater-
ials and equipment supplied by the Virginia Rleectric
and Power Company. The deonstretions and instruction
wore given by the gent. Dlavid Theeler, of Waverly,
was named county winner md attended the Slectyical
‘ongress in K chmand.

Forty-eight boys complated thelr slectric project.

Forestry

dx boys were sarolled in forestry projects. Twenty-




k. Poultry

Three boys carried poultry as a project and al
J
three ocom ted their project.

2. ctivities

a. vantes t
arch 29th, the first County L-! Contest Day
held in “averly with boys and girls competing
the various demonstretion contests., Mr. J. W,
Rogers, A lect mt, ¥r. O, T, Rogers and Mp.
Pa arris, County sgents in sdjourning comtiss,
assisted wit the Judgling.

ontests were held for Junior and senior boys md
fif teen boye entered.

(1) Trsctor Jperetors' Contest

he trectar operators' contest had feour sendor

boys and three junior boys competing. The

enior boys @d the implenent dealers' repre-

smtatives sseisted with the cantest, (eorge

sldsworth, last year's comty, dstrict and

tate winner, halped lay out the course, fur-

nishad the freme, stakes and mmure spreader.
also helped line up the tractors needed for

roantest.

The contest was won by Floyd Moldeworth, a 15
year-old son of Nr, & Nps, G, F. Holdeworth,
of Waverly. Bobby Ellis, son of Mr, W, B, K-
1is, of Naverly, won the Junior contest.

n May, Floyd loldsworth competed in the ds-

trict ocontest, winning by a substantial margin.
winning the district, he received & scholar-

ship t the chort Course at V.P.l. and the privi-

lege W compete in the state ommtest. Frior %

going to the state, & local dealer let him use

& new tractor for practice. Floyd also spent

ho e m hours of study before the state con-

test. Flayd won the state contest with & score

of 258. s nearest competitor had 608. After
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winning the state ocmtest, & farm equip-
nent dealer again let him use & new tractor
for prectice. Mr. Zasley Smith and Mr. J. A.
all ar, ixtension ‘nginears, spent & day with
wm helping hm In all phases of the contest.

in September, Floyd won the Zastemn National
ontest in Richmond. pon retuming home, he
has been recognised by the school, civie elube,
looul simsses mnd bnk. s trophies, ridb-

ns, newspaper clipping and other swards were
isplayed in local store windows. le and his
family were recognised by civic clubs md the
school. he local bank presented him with a
Saving bond.

Forestry Dmmonstration Contest

Bil Collins, 17 year-old son of Nr. & e,

« 4o Collins, of Naverly, sntared the senlor
county contest snd was awarded & blue ribbon
for Ms demonstration on "Killing Undesirable

111, using suggestions that he
Local state forester, and the
assembled his demcmstration. After win-
ning the county contest, the agent helped pill
strengthen his demmstretion for the distriet
emtest, vhich he won. Bill recsived a $1L.00
Short Course scholarship. Dbetwesn the distriet
and state contest, Eill recelved help from the

Loe tate Forestry Mfice, locsl industrial
farester mnd the agent. 411 won the state For-
sotry Jomonstration Contest and received a §25
saving Pond.

loctrie Demastration Contest

d1ton Spain, 18 year-old son of Mr. & Mys,

« Spain, of Waverly, emtered the county
senior slectric demonstration contest and re-
ceived a blue ribtbon for his demonstration en~
titled, "louse Power." After winning e caunty
cntest, the turel Sngineer of Virginia ‘lectric

ower Company, and the agent, assisted Milton
in strengthening s demonstration before the
fistrict contest. Milton won one of the two
blue ribbons in the district contest and recei-
ved a (14L.00 scholarship to the L-H Short Course
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where he gave his demonstration mnd re-
calved one of the five blue ribbons. .
wes selected to give his dmwonstration at
the ectric ngress in Reohamd and was

o %0 give s demonstretion on loca
tele w1 station.

ivestock Conservation Jemcnstration Contest

il adn , 1957 State winner in the above
contee ave 'ds demonstration, intermal !are~
dtes of Yogs, in the mtimnel contest in

cago 4 eccomber 1957. Yo received a red
ritban. The agent accompanied Milton % Chicage.

Llwood Elents, a 15 year-old son of iye. Mard-
etta dents, of Jarreatt, received a blae ribbon
for his dencnstration on "Save That Pig" in the
county cantest and won the dis triet contest.

o was given a lu.00 scholareldp to the Short
sourse by the local Ruritan Club, &llwood won
the State =) Contest mnd will compete in the
contest in Chicago in December. After
wimin the county comtest, the agent has helped
Llwood lsprove his demonstration and he has re-
seived some assistance from the Animal 'lusband-
; _ alist,

peaking Contest
Ldsworth won the conty boys' publie

ng contest and received & white ribbom in
district conteat.

Mirteen boys attended the Junior 4« Club camp at
Camp Farrar in July. The agmt attended and assisted
ith the camp program.

¥ attended the senior 4<H Camp at “amp Far-
.

r reau awarded four $10 camp scholar
the four cutetanding Junior club members,
E o girls.
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jarney Cowling, of Yaverly, and Tommy Taylor were
amarded those scholarshipe.

! the agent attended the L=l Short
V.Pol. in June. Four boyw entared state
three wimning their contest and the other
blue ritbon. (5ee contest, -a.)

aln was dected First Vice~resident of
rt roe for 1958-59. llwood ‘denta read
the devotionals for Thursday evening's Vesper Ser-
vice. i 211ins was & member of the nominating
comnlttes.

as taken into the All-otars.

sunty ‘lemie

plerde was held at Soore's Lake
club membars and guest sttending.
1 by & comdttes sppointed by the

and was & social affalr,.

moting was held during the
l:b program far the year was planned
of ficers was given.

ton -pain presented his electsical demonstration.
avid Whee lor attended as the county winner. These
oy® were accompanied by their agent.

tare

ne meetin £ ¢ ) x County All-Stars was held
this year

Pill Collins became an All-Star at the ‘hort Couree
in June.

our All < tare attanded the All-Star Veek-ind at
Jamp Farrar in July.
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bemns, and smal rrain.

m is higher than the state average
and the yi | rom year to war depending upon the
season, | i . below the aversge yleld of the
najor p 3 3 unties but are increasing yearly.

tton yield ¥ and interest in this erop 1s decreas~

ng year yields vary with the season but will ex-
ceed the ands per acre. oy~

« Uprain sorghum screage

as t s thres yeoars and ylelds are gpod. OSmall

rain acreage ned steady and ylelds vary acoording to
wea T

Femnuts, cott yomoeo and wheat acreage are under strict

ntrol g < i adually reduwced. Farmars are planting
& larger acrea soybeans and grein sorghum. ring the
past few yoars, ¢ E] considerable shift in soreage
from comm

are avarage or above for most of the
& considerable dfference in ylelds
fference 18 due somsawhat to soils
Bmnagemsnt.
astures ar in the comty. There were

3, eres s ture, 7,000 seres of non-cropland,
~woodland

ver crops w« r ! uO%s of th

crop land

ear
Jo

iny ) r G 1) 1 i of the farme,
lmprov r ) (wactice on J ! he tobacco

farus.

o imerease the sor f grein sorghum.

o havwe 5 of the pastures fertilizsed and 500 scres ro-seeded.

lo supply production information to corn, oot ton, soybean and

small grain producers.

encourage a larger acreage of cropland protected from ero-
sion and leaohling during e wloater Ly Qver crope.




iie thods

in February, Mr. M. F. lLacy, issocliate Extemsion Agrono=

mis t, dlscussed the Control of Stem Rot of Peanuts thyough
proper cultivation methods. Forty farmers were present.

The agent held 3 community meetings on the same subject and
sent a sumary of the experiment station findiags to each
sanut producer. News articles were prepared for local papere
streesing the scess! t roper cultl vatlng methods.

voil samples were taken Ly approximately one-fourth of the
farnars and recommendations were given by the agent.

pproximately 100 acres of S56R peanuts were produced in the
county last year and the majority of these ware used for
seed by local farmers.

ircular lettars an imely news arti s ware used to pro=
vide the prodwer with the lates roduwstion information.

Farm vigits ware nade n request to help solve problams or
to glve advice on specific problems.

eal ers were ontacted parsonally and by letter and their
help was obtained.

Iwo tobacco varietal wonstrations were conducted. The sesd
for the plants was pls n the farm of ¥r, ¥, J. Croshaw

me demors trmtion plantin @ aced on his farm and the other
m Mp. . W, Hagre [ ar he varieties in these dm ms trea-
Hons ware identi farmers observed the growth habits of
each variety. summe r schedule of the agmt, meet-
ings were aot 1 t ) S lam orp trations,

letters, farm W sits atacts were wed to distri-
bute tobacco produet 2

Three greain sorghum v ' e trati ons were conducted.
These demmstrations ve the farmes in the commumity an op=-
portunity to see th rowth habits of sach variety and to assist
ha in deciding which sorghum to plant.

iows artic sl r latiars, roonal visite and dealer con-
t

tacts were £ irage e production of grein sorghum and
to publicise o ractices,

News articles, cire r lettars, poremal visits, and dealer
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contacts ware used L s tribute and ancourage the adoption
of recommande ractices in e production of corn, wtton,
soybeans, smal rein wr crops and pastures.

isease and insec required personal visits to many
farms during the

Hesults
S ome oar ac : 3

above that Ivier
meat and extra large

sing LIl peanuts averaged 0
rietles. 50K pesnuts graded higher

’ mrefore, thay brought more per pound.

or cultivation of pesnuts was well
sertainly attributed % larger

Sux

res
endations.
mowing whe

0 rvase By aores were
reseeded
arn yields

whal s per acre, the
an record,

ideal growin 3
low Next lear's iork trengthaned

insects and Ml sease lens need more att

1 ation.
Varieties an the ractices should continmue to be
s lressed,

ViIl. ldwvestock

Situation

Py Sted In order ou lmportance,

Swine, beef cattle 5 o
asccount far 1756 of

i the groes incame of Swssex Cou.ty farmers.
wine are fo 0 ruet

teally evary fam with 000 2o"mere
selling he r pigs. Beef cattle are found on appEuxisately
300 farme in the county. The number of farmers feeding steers
is increasing yearly since this type of overation
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better than cow F herd. heep are found on approxi-
mately LO farme an y nusbers are inoreasing. Improved
facilities and mane gement practices are needed by our hoy
roducers and better managemsnt prsctices should be used by
our beef cattle and she roducers.

b jectives

improve swine facl des on )
improve swine man wnt on 20 farme.

io place 25 pure-bred boars.

™wo farmers to marks h feader calf sales.
have 30 famers rket » and wool throu pools.
have custom shee; r wvad lable for farmars.
piace Tre-ore

¥ethods

A tour was held of swi facilitie adjourning counties,
eotings we held o ties. Flane wore fure
nished interested far ts were made to discuss
locetion and pl r ne ilid ¥ the comversion of
existin C ties. rticles were written giving the
advantages md stressing t ‘ proved facilities.

r. fole Codsey, Sxtans i wbandsan, and ¥p. G, Dy
Kite, Lxtensi > ) agineer, are helping in the de-
sign of & loor, f storage, feed grinding and wixe
ing and feeding « e : re do 4o ey,
%hen this installa n 1 SO itwmll wed as a
desonstration

in every case » E wroves his swine facilities, h
will do stter mnagenent of s entire swine
operation. wrchased grade, farmers are
Looking for 1 r eedin ok he agent has assisted the
f the right fype. Much of
tids has been sex yur local farmers. Murebred boar
Sales were publicized and farmers were encouraged to rchase
we-bred boare.

L.
3

farmers in J Lock

he Extension bee ) xraa was oonducted through per-
sonal visits, news 2les and latters. Certain farmers were
sncowraged to market r calv through feeder calf sales,
others were 3 3 s few steers.

earge Allen co: i & sheep mee ting ucers in Februery.
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e discussed shee yment practices.

Sheep producers were of fared ¢ services of custom sheep

shearaers. y were encoursged to market their lambs through

mne of the ious lamb sales and their wool through the wool
« Th re-bred reams was encoursged.

The agent assisted the representative of the losal power com-
pany in obtaining the cooperation ae of our leading hog
farmers for farm power Aemomtratiz on Ms farm: The loesl
war company 8pearvised t redesign of his electrical system
installing sdequate outdoor lights nd distribution system to
n house wes held on a Tuesday af ternoon,
wning and afternoon. Approximetaly 240
M.

wine farrowing facilities ware improved on at losst 15 fams,
e farmers have bullt new farrowing houwses, others have taken
existing bulldings and converted them into desireble farrowing
facddlities. Twn farmere ve constructed feed-floors. These
have been built various but contain moet of the points
wcessary for efficient feedl ng.

nagemmn t wactices have been improved on at least 30 farme.
hese include better farrowing facilities, feoding areas, smni-
tation progrems and breeding program.

wanty purebred boars have been placed snd an addi tional 30
boars from outstanding local herds have been placed on farme
where they will improve the type of hog godng to market. FAfty
r more farmere hav rchased either pure-bred gilts or gilts
from some of the tstter hards in the county in arder to improve
the type of hog that thay are producing.

ne famer marieted 70 fesder calves through the Fetersburg
eedor 1f Sale. nusber of famers pwchased ecalves through
the various sales.

wston sheop shearers sheared 250 shesp in the spring. The
agnt made the arrmgements. Thirty farmers sold lasbe tirough
Lamb pools.

Farm and fom Development Program

Thare wore LOO white farm families in Suseex Coumnty in 195Lk. The




agent has worked wi th prectically f these famllles through
some phase of ¢ ixtensi o r jult or Ll

ies are con r the famm and howe progreme.
fanilies ve bee in various phases of farm and
home development. ny '+ azilies have been sssisted along
the sane lines but they have not been reported as Farm & Yome
evelopmant Families due to Lack of time of the agent to ot
records md reports up-to-da

Cooperation of Local
¥ agmt has assisted » cal vie slubs ia thelr pro-
ra which, in ot, cases, ac 11y ware the prograws of the
agent. =il Club mesbers have apr«¢ n thelr programs and
presented thelr demonstrations.

Farm Bureau of the county swarded fouwr $10 camp scholarshipe

to Junior b= lub members he awards were made as recogni-
tion of their overs rke t their annual plenie they
recognised these boys irls. Thay also recognised the fowr
older boys that had _ te Contest. ilton Spain gave a short
talk on L=-H Clut t it had meant to hin and opportunities it

offers for any !
Cooperetion With

uring the year the a wi ¢ he educational phase
of the Soll Bank, oF r D A.8.C. Progrem. letters
md news articles wer

ihe agent has worked t J orsiay cupervisors,
oven though he is not a ] . o has aseisted the
S+Cel. personmel and ha i ‘ ooperatd an from this
arpaniasation.

ivaluati on

y some stan this year's work has been highly successful
but this is not true if other yardsticks are used. The k- pro-
an, if measured o ' ac vement of few, would spooar
to have besn very c 1 if the total pioture is seen, one
cannot help but regret at a larger number of boys would have
entered comty contest, compleoted recyrds and taken part in other
b=l activities. ith the agent's time dewted to L-H work,
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the adult progras did not receive sufficient attention. Through
laming, wiser use of leaders, this weakness may be at
partl ally overcome.
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