
Instruction 

“SHHHHH! 



Introduction  

• Connie Stovall, College Librarian for 
Humanities 

• Carolyn Meier, Instructional Services 
Librarian 



Virginia Tech 

• 26,000 students  - graduates and 
undergraduates 

• 5100 freshmen 
• One main library with 2 branches 

 
 



Freshman classes  

• Communication 1015- 1016 
• English 1105/1106 
• Honors 
• Theme classes 



Obstacles  

• Instructional services librarian - gone for 2 
years 

• Interim instruction team 
• Not a lot of documentation 

» Together in a room with nothing to do 
» Started in late spring 
» Everyone was busy with end of term work 

 



Where to start? 



Results of Information Literacy 
Survey  

• 43% understood little of how their 
high school library was organized  
– less than 1% had ever heard of LC 

 
• 40% had written less than 2 papers 

in high school  
– 23% of these had never written a 

paper requiring outside sources 



Results of Info literacy Survey
  

• 48% have less than 2 experiences with 
electronic databases  
 

• 90% understood copyright procedures 
and could identify bias and authority as a 
criterion for evaluating web pages 
 

• Most know purpose of database but have 
no idea of what a peer reviewed article is 



Further Gaps 

• Serials solutions 
– Not necessary in high 

school  
• Reading citations and 

finding the article 
 

 

• Negotiating physical 
space 

• Differentiating 
sources 

• One shot class 



Assessment   

 
• Wanted to know what they were 

taking away from the lesson 
 

• 3 things you learned, 2 things you 
still do not understand and 1 thing 
you would change 



Changes 



Changes: Library tour & quiz 
 
 

 
 

  



Changes: Focus of English 1106 
classes 
  



Blackboard geared toward 
Freshman English 



Announcements 



Who’s Who 



General Library information 



How do I? 



Library tour with a slice of 
Addison  

• Pull different groups in for tours geared to 
their subject area  
– Corps 
– Biochem 
– Wing  



Wing 

 



Future Plans 

• Creating a Freshmen/Instruction 
website 

• Online tutorials and podcasts 
• Clickers 

 
 
 


