the entire farming operation was comsidered. Plasning of the total farmm
operation was developed with certaim flexible plans being made to meet
uanforeseen conditicme.
VIIL. REIATED AGENCIES.

Working relations that are harmemious and im accord, are important

to greater agricultural needs in the coumty. Assistance has beem givea

in belping them carry out the cducatiomal phases of their programs.




The special purebred pig chain has proved to be one of the major
assets Lo 4-H member interest amomg the farm-boy members in the county.
The agent feels that we do have & very good strain of Hsmpehire breeding
gilts and they have improved the gemeral farm breeding stock in
several commmitics of the coumty.

4. &l Club Camps

62 members attended District Camp at Holiday lake. Other coumties
attending were Buckingham, Prince Edward and Viewemma. The week com-
sisted of a full program of educatiomal and resveational facilities and
opportunities and wvas enjoyed by all.

11 delegates from the county attemded State 4-H Short Course.

Two county club members attended State Comsarvation Camp at Vir-
ginia Beach.

5. Commmity Clubs

The 6 commmity 4-H Clubs of the county are really accomplishing
wore than the ineschool clubs. Each of these clubs has at least two
crganicational leaders to help with the mestings. Mectings ave held
in the homes of the members and leaders. Project work fs discussed and
there are usually some games and refreshmemts at the end of the meeting.

One of the commmity clube beld an officer training mecting to
tratn all county 4-H officers how to conduct their mectings in the
wost effective and efficient mammer.

VII. FARE AMD HOME DEVELORMENT

FES-2]1 would tend to indicate that this srea of development hes
been completely forgotten. Though mo work has been dome om a formal
besis, & mmber of operators have been helped through farm visits wvhere
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become 4-H Club members. The coumty agest werks with all fourth grade
groupe, giving them the backgroumd kmowledge of 4-H Club work. Each of
the fourth grade members are emrolled ia the Entomolegy Project.

The coumty-wide project was Wildlife. This has provea to be the
most imteresting project the agent has worked with before. There was
60% record cook completioms, 60 bird feeders made, 78 bird houses made,
and 180 Wildlife food patches sowm for food and cover.

1. Elestric Projest

The County Extemsion staffs of Appomatton, Cumberland and Primce
Edward Coumties, alomg vith local power suppliers supported a joimt
two-day Electric School at Holiday Lake. The primary ocbjectives of
this meeting were to offer recreatiomal facilities as well as educatiom
to the club members. Thirty-eight members sttemded the Electric School
from Appomattox County. County vimmers represeated the coumty at the
State Elsctric Comgress ia Richmond. They were Gems Chermeult and
luslla Martin. DPercy Lucado was selested as & special delegate to
the Congress to give a demomstration om "Am Blectric lot Bed”, and
was chosem as the distrist vimmer to receive aa sward, a wrist wstch.
The Electric homor of the year for Appematten was the state wimmer,
Gene Carsomn, vho wvon the trip to Matiemal 4-H Club Comgress im Chicago.
2. Livesteck Prejsct

One of the weakest links in our county 4-H program is the lack
of livestock projects. Ve have emselleat opportumities to exhibit
project animals at the Five County Fair im Farmwille and the Lymehburg
Farm Show.

3. Sassial Swine Project




Social Security has developed mev interest in record keeping over
the past four years. The mew electronic record keeping system was used
by three farmers. It is belpful ia that they have to complete the reports
@t the end of & month. Since this is & free service, others may plan teo
participate in 1960.

HIGHLIGHT - STRAWRKRRIES BEAT TORACCO

Often times specialists, among others, sttemd meetimgs without ever
knowing 4f they motivated amy sctiecm.

Two years ago, the small fruit specialist sttended & farmers' meeting
at the Pamplia School to discuss the produstion of small fruits im Appomate
tox County.

One farmer in the group favested $12.00 in plants, 200 pounds of ferti-
liser and his time. That susmer he picked 12 to 15 quarts. The following
OGotober, he set ancther four vows, and ia the Spring of 1959, ancthar seven
rows.

This past harvest season was his first real opportumity to see what
kind of incoms be could expect. On a little less than ome-balf scre (in-
cluding the mew planting) he picked 2,530 quarts, and sold them for §531.00.
He explained that the stravberries brought in more momey per acre tham
tobacco, and with a lot less work.

N gl

The 4-H Club program in Appomattox Cousty is rapidly moving toward
community club orgaaisation. Commumity Clube are proving to be the mest
efficient and satisfactory method. The entire program comsists of 20
school clubs and 6 community clubs.

All childvrem in fourth grades and above are giveam opportuaity te
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and, at the same time, help improve the quality of swine.
B. DA

Dairy farmers are doing & better job of feeding and breeding than
ever. This is veflected in imcreased milk production, lower cost of
production, thus, increased returms.

A Dairy Banquet was held ia March for dairymen and their wives.
Dr. Harry love addressed the group.

OGaly two Grade A dairymen are mot using artificial breeding. In
1960, telephones will be available to them and they will probabdbly jeoia
the others in up-grading thair cattle.

One mssufsctured milk producer has just completed comstruction of
an elevated milking stall with cow to cam milkers. Others will follow.
F. DABMAID NOS LIGITDN

Two homes were used as demomstration aveas of good lighting. Opea
house vas hald at one in September ~ & cold, vainy night - yet 20 made
the tour. 4~ members gave explamations ss to mow lighting was improved.
The other home will hold open house ia the Spriag.

G. MINR AREAS

A Town and Country Institute was held im April. The 1958 Imstitute

was of such success that amother was plammed. Yet, for reascms yet umde-

termined, it did not meet with such success. Twemty-eight atteaded the
1959 Sessiom.

A mmber of farm homes have 4cesss to thedr own homey. It is produced
only for their owa use, and perhape to give to & maighber. Two farmers
receive & major porticn of their imcome frem honsy sales. A bee school
vas beld in March.




HIGHLIGHT #2 - 5% IMCREASE IN FEEDER SALE COMS IGIMENTS

Sales through organised feeder calf sales have beem from two to five
cents higher than through comveatiomal cattle sales.

Consigmment forms were mailed all beef cattle cwmers giving sale
requirements. This publicity, combimed with visits to farms to discuss
these sales, helped brimg about this imcrease.

This imsrease should in 1960, aid ia brimging other producers iato
the sale.

The ultimate goal 1s to have 75 to S0% of all calves produced sold
through organised feeder sales.

HISILIGHT €3 - FIRST FEEDER PIG SALE

Bvery farm has some corn in vetation, much of which is sold as grain.
Actually, we are mot & heavy graia preducing area, thervefove, it is mot
feasible to comsider finishing livestesk. Yet, to sell grain om the
market offers little oppertunity for a reasomable met profit.

Fosder calf sales fit in with a large opevation, but not the small
fazxmer. A fesder pig sale would previde these who grow corm, an oppor-
tunity of marketiag it through sows for pig productiocam.

A survey was made of those farmers known to have sows, to determine
if there would be sufficient pigs to attempt holding a sale. This survey
was conducted in July. Indications were that there would be sufficiemt
interest.

The first sale is scheduled for December 10, with 1,000 pigs frem
the sevea surroundiag counties of Lymchburg.

Four sales have been scheduled for 1960. This will be another way
Extension can help farmers markst their products at the highest price,
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or can be harvested vhen income from other famm revemue is dowa, In rve-
cent years markets have became available to timber owmers, particularly
pulpwood., There are few farme that dom't harvest some pulp during the year.

A hardwood elimination demonstration was set up to show comtrol of
hardwoods by using:
1. Amate crystals on stump
2. Amate crystals ia solution on stump
3. Prill and treat with 2,4,5+T in ofl
& 2,4,5,°T and oll on stumps
5. Cut hardwoods, spray sprout growth with 2,4,5,-T
6. Check plot cut trees - no treatment

loblolly pine seedlings were planted in these areas. Each area was
one-tenth acre in size.
HIGHLIGHT - CHRISTMAS TRER SPECIE PLOT

Growing and marketing of Christmas trees seems to be one way to pro-
fitably use land not in cultivation. It would sppesar from reperts that
a greater return could be expected from Christmas trees than from seedlimgs
planted for pulp and timber produstios.

One lamd-owner is planting 2,000 white pimes for Christmes tree pro-
duction.

Actually, we do not know which specis will do best om ocur seils and
with our climsctic conditions. For this ressem, this grower has agreed
to plant 100 each of several species to help deternine what tree should

be recommended in this avea. It will takes 4 to 7 years, or until they

reach marketable age before final amalysis can be made.
It 4s, wvith this information, that another way may open up so
e




by many growers to be reflected to the graders. Should this be true, it

will be helpful. With this change the variety plots are of little value
as an educaticnal demonstration while growing. It will be helpful to

With the curtailment of dark fire-cured tobacco, and the small acre-
age of flue-cured and burley which are aleo comtrolled with allotments,
the nred arises for something else to take its place, or at least supplant
that vhich has been lost, Meny farms have ssall areas of open land, Some
fanilies have adequate labor to supply the farm. Arcmatic tobacco seems
to be & poseibility. Coet of produstion is low ~ no allotments - wo addi~
tional building requirements in most imstamees - good return per pound of
quality tobscco sold. All of these factors add up to & commodity that om
wany farms, can veplace lost imcome.

Two farmers grev aromatic tobacce in 1959 for the first time. Fred
Jones grew .77 acres and Willie Mix grew .23 scres. The latter harvested
appromimately ome-third of his crop thus figures cbtaimed will mot be
representative. Jomes sold 930 pounds for $765.67. Production costs
were $413.90, giviag him & net of $351.77. Throughout the harvest seasom,
he was about two wesks behind in harvestimg, which lowered the quality.
Another year, ye plans to grow two acres, wsing & curing system that will
wore mearly meet curiag requirements for this type tobacee.

With the success of ome grower It is empected that amother year there
will be others vho will begin production of this type tobacce im 1960,
C. PORESTRY

Fovestry products are like momey i the bank « it can be left to grow

«5e




made for leaviag soil sample bemes and record sheets. A Zis)lsy showiag
how proper fertilisatiom could imcresse corm yiald and lower the cost per
bushel, thereby returning the farmer a greater retura per hour labor, was
set up for two weeks in a local bank. News articles directed toward seil
testing - radio programs tellismg why, were used to develop imterest.

Results - 44% ingrease im soil semples brought to extemsion office.
No check was available from other agemsies.

B. TOMACCO

Dark fire-cured farmers in particular, might as well face up to the
fact that so lomger can they think of this as their primary source of in-
come, but as a secondary scurce. Fedeval cemtrols, vhich come through less
demand from this type tobacco, are slowly reducing the acreage plamted. BEx-
tension should set the pace and help farmers adjust to what seemingly, is
inevitable.

For several years farmers have relied om chemicals to halp comtrol
suckers. This year buyer demands ruled it ouwt.

Dark fire growers have used large amousts of water to brimg tobacco
in "order”. MNow buyer demands have coustered this practice. Growers have
been led to believe by warehousemsn and buyers that water applied to
quality tobac -~ brings out those desirable qualities. A grest desl of

concern is mounting among growers, fear that their tobacce will be graded
W (wet).
The variety test on T. H, Tammer's farm was continued this year with ome

principal change. The tobacco was aseigned & mumber rather tham idemti-

fying it by same. When graded and sold it will be fdentified. Some

guyers have indicated a disliks for certaim varieties and this was felt
-h -




An attempt was made to set up & three-year fertility test. The
rotation being corn, small grain and ved clover; the corm would show three
rates of fertiliser and two vetes of corm planting. Difficulties cccurred
in the distribution of fertiliser and seed planting, thus no results could
be obtained. It is anticipated that & mew attempt will be made in 1960,

Twelve farmers visited the Beltsville experiment station for one amd
one-half days.

One of the T.V.A. Test Demoustrators discontinued his farming operaticm
during the year, reducing the mmber to four. Because of controls om ferti-
Iser allocation frem T.V.A., the f4fth farm will sot be replaced.

Three farmers emrolled in the 20-Tom per acre Corm Silage Comtest.
Clarence Moore produced 20.5 toms. Others were from 5 to § toms above the
county average.

One farmer began production of certified whest. This 1is an ares where
farmers can realise additicnal imcems from their grain crop.

BIGHLIGHT - 44% DICREASE IN SOLL SANPLES

As mentioned im the 1958 anmual marvetive, a report from fertiliser
dealers imdicates that gemerally farmers are mot particularly iaterested im
the analysis - but vhat is the cost. Cost is fmportast - se are returss.
There are indicatioms that lime is used most often in large amouats, three
to four toms per acre, or mot at all.

If soils could be fertilised and limed accovding to seil type, crop
to be growa, previocus practices and seil test, perhaps the end result would
be move important tham the indtial cest of fertiliser.

Calls were made to distributors of fertiliser and arrsagements were
«3e




V. _EKTENSION GRGAMDIATION

Insofar as possible, the exteasion program for Appomattem Coumty is
developed through committees. Yet, im the plamaing of an exteamsion program,
it must be flexible emcugh to permit deleticms and additioms as changes
oceur.

Program development through committees allows the imdividual farmer to
gresp some idea of agriculture cousty-wide aad occasiomally, evea broader
concepts. Thus program development aids the farmer vho serves his cousmty.

Committee members are appoiated by the Agricultural Coumcil vhich is
made up of the chairman and secretary of the several commodity committees.

The missing lisk ia Extension and other rural vork, is dymamic rural

New imterest in certain phases of agromemy was noted this yeag; liquid
aitrogen for top dressing small graim - move fertiliser was being spread by
spreader truck. Others have found that the testing of seed for germimation
and weed seed is important. Other iatervests have beem gemerated toward
chemicals for weed comtrol.

There were other areas vhere more detailed work was dome:

A Soils School was held ia April with attempt being made to familiar-
ise farmers with soil types in ovder that they might better manage the
soils on their farm and select crops that are adaptable to their seil
conditiocas.

Three corm variety demcmstratioms were conducted, ome using two V.P.I.
varieties and the other usimg Plomcer varietiss.




east by Prince Edward and Charlotte Couaties, and by Campbell
and west. Here originates the Appomation River.
343 square miles of gently rolling soil forms the land area. Seoil

Davideon found in the morthwest sectiom and iaterspaced with Lleyd, Ceecil,
Appling, Madison, Tatum and Neson. Forest area covers appromimately 611
of the Coumty.

uiies west, to Farmville, 32 miles cast, and ia addition, Routes 24 and 26
service areas to the sorth and south.

Holiday Lake, located in the Busckimghsm-Appemattox State Forest, at-
tracts many visitors vho utilize the recreatiomal facilities during the

Industry-wise, the county is unbalamced. Two garment factories provide
work opportunities for wemen, vheress saw milling provides the ounly source
of off-farm work for men. Theare is & great meed for industrial employment

in themselves, their soil, and freedom of the imdividual.
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